
 

 1 

 

June 2021  
Vol. 40, No. 6  News from the Texas Triumph Register   June  2021 



 

 2 

 

June 2021  

 

 

info@texastriumphregister.org 

 

  

Texas Triumph Register    

http://www.facebook.  

On the Cover:  First in-person monthly meeting in over a year!! 

Picture: John Hanten 

Club Information 

http://www.TexasTriumphRegister.org
http://www.vtr.org
http://www.triumphregister.com
http://www.6-pack.org
mailto:info@texastriumphregister.org
mailto:info@texastriumphregister.org


 

 3 

 

June 2021  

VOLUME 40 NUMBER 6 June 2021 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Table of Contents 

 
  
Regular Features 
 
      4      From the President 
                  Hal Sharp 
 
      5     Tales of a Wandering Mechanic 
                  Jerry Gruss 
 
       6     Meeting Minutes & Photo Highlights 
                   John Hanten 
 
    13   Member News & Club Calendar 
             Mike Hado 
 
    16   National Triumph Club Information 
             John Hanten 
 
      17     TTR Travelling Breakfast Photos             
        Fred Wagner & John Hanten 
 
    26   Regalia 
             David Fowler 
 
    28   Recent Triumph Auction Activity 
             John Hanten 
 
    29   Exhaust Fumes 
             James Moore 
 
    33   Idle Chatter 
                  John Hanten 
 
    34   TTR Puzzle  
             Mike Hado 
 
      36     Member Classified Ads 
 
    38     TTR Membership Form 

 
Special Features 
 

 8      2021 TTR Officer Election Results           

     
22       Old Cars are Hard Work 
                    Jay Leno   

 



 

 4 

 

June 2021  

It is with a tremendous amount of joy that I send 

each of you greetings in these first few post-Covid 
weeks in which our world has been reopening.   The 

return to much of what we remember before 

Covid19 is all around us and thankfully the Texas 

Triumph Register is right on board with numerous in 
person activities that have been like a drink of 

fresh water for our LBC loving souls.  Thanks to 

John Barrett for organizing our first steps back 
with the reinstitution of regular weekly breakfast 

gatherings during all of May, all of which have been 

well attended.   The biggest event, however, was our 

first in person monthly meeting at Len Myerõs beau-
tiful home & garage.  It was a tremendous pleasure 

to actually be together again for fellowship, TTR 

business, snacks and beverages.  I am already look-

ing forward to the next meeting on June 12 at Rick 
Cassaniõs home so look for an email from Mike Hado 

with the address and directions. 

  

At every May meeting we elect officers for the 
coming year and I want to thank Rick Cassani for 

volunteering to be our VP of Events.  He already has 

laid the groundwork for a couple of local events that 

will be fleshed out and scheduled very soon.  The 
other new member of our leadership ranks is  David 

Fowler.   When we asked for someone to take over 

the Regalia Coordinator role during the meeting Da-

vid didnõt hesitate to raise his hand.  Thank you Da-

vid.   Our other officers from 2020 who will contin-

ue serve in 2021 are Mike Rouse, Patsy Papp, John 

Hanten, Mike Hado and myself.  The slate of offic-

ers was unanimously approved. 

  

You will recall that we celebrated the 40th Anniver-

sary of TTR in March and had a special edition TTR 

Logo designed to commemorate that occasion.  Very 

soon we will be receiving instructions on how we all 
may order Polo shirts from Landõs End that are em-

blazoned with that special logo.   I canõt wait to add 

that 40th Anniversary shirt to my TTR wardrobe.   

  

Remember to review a recent email that everyone 

received from Mike Hado which listed those of us 

whose dues were due at the end of May.  If you 

have sent in your dues by now, thank you.  If not, 
please send them in so you wonõt miss out on any 

TTR distributions.  Our next meeting is on June 12 

at Rick Cassaniõs home in Katy.   Until then, be sure 

to get out there & drive those Triumphs. 

From the President é  
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Dues: For members only. 

 

Our TTR club members join for a variety of reasons. Some 
of us hoped to be elected to an impressive office requir-

ing complete control over òlesseró members -or at least 
over their lesser cars. Some of us wished to own a Tri-
umph and wanted a little help finding a good one. Some of 

us wished to relieve ourselves of what we thought was a 
good Triumph and hoped the club would be full of pro-

spects. Some of us followed our spouse down the wrong 
rabbit hole. Some of us needed another monthly newslet-

ter to not have time to read. Some of us wanted to attend 

cool club functions at other members houses and check 
out the garages. Some of us wanted to get annoying annual 

membership notices regarding payment of dues. Some of 
us needed a weekly or monthly drive to a different desti-
nation in our Triumph. Some of us wanted a reason to 

make cookies (or deviled eggs) every month. Some of us 
were looking for social interaction and some of us were 

seeking a path to autocross or car shows or repair help. 
Regardless of why we joined, we all had to pay our dues. 

 

We have just as many ways to pay our dues, as we *do* to 

join. Some write a check and mail it to our PO Box. Some 

use PayPal. Some give cash at a breakfast club meeting 
with hopes we gave it to the proper person, and that that 

person can remember who gave it to them and why. And 
some choose the more typical approach of paying our dues 
by investing time and money in a Triumph. 

 

 My picture 
of the month 
was taken 

before our 
newest mem-

ber (John 

Markiewicz)) 
became a 

member (I 
hope) and 

while he was 
still paying 
his dues. As 

a somewhat 
long term 

TR6 owner, 
he had been 
introduced to 

Russ, and 

eventually to 

me, as well as a few other shops that would look at his 

TR6. He is pictured admiring his recently removed gear 
box, and basking in the joy of actually seeing his broken 

taper pin. For those of you that have paid that due, you 
know what a troublesome pain it can be to eventually as-
sume the pin has failed. Replacing the taper pin takes a 

few moments, but putting the car on jack stands, removing 

the seats, radio, dash support, carpeting, tunnel, hand 

brake, driveshaft, and transmission is the required òduesó 
to replace a broken $7.99 taper pin. 

Some dues are greater than others. Sometimes our dues 
come in the form of explaining why someone might want to 
ôjoin the clubõ -or even continue to own a Triumph.  I hope 

my COVID dues were paid with my time off and vaccina-
tions. In any case, I hope you are reminded that paying 

your dues is something we all do in our own way -but mem-
bership has advantages. I am grateful that we have so 
many members in good standing, not to mention how many 

not quite members, in not quite as good standing. I am 
most happy after my dues have been paid -or at least af-

ter I understand exactly what the dues are going to be 

this time. 

Wondering Mechanic 

Tales  of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 
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This was the first in-person meeting following thirteen virtual monthly meetings due to the Covid situation.  This 

meeting also included a Zoom session for several members to virtually attend. 

 

TTR President Hal Sharp brought the meeting to order at 3:07.  There were 36 people in-person (including 4 on 

the Zoom call) plus 34 proxy votes sent via email, constituting a quorum for club business.  

 

Opening Comments ð Hal thanked meeting host Len Myers for hosting the meeting in his large well-equipped gar-

age, thanked Fred Wagner for hosting the Zoom meeting, and proceeded with the planned meeting agenda.  

 

Approval of Minutes ð M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last Bluebonnet. 

 

Membership ð Hal Sharp for Mike Hado ð reported 200 member families, a record high.  Hal reminded the at-

tendees that Mike Hado will send out a òDues are Dueó email in May.  Payment can be by check or online via PayPal. 

 

Treasurerõs Report ð Hal Sharp for Patsy Papp ð reported the inflows, outflows, and current balance.    

 

Regalia ð Hal Sharp for John Wakefield ð reported that there is still an opening for a Regalia Coordinator to re-

lieve John Wakefield who has been the Regalia Coordinator for eighteen years.  John Hanten provided an update 

regarding the 40th Anniversary Logo progress with Landõs End Business. 

 

IT ï Bob Pennington ð no report. 

 

 Special Events   

 

¶ Pickett House Drive ð Mike Rouse ð reported that the trip had been cancelled due to inclement weather.  

He will attempt to reschedule later in the year. 

 

¶ Autocross ð  Hal Sharp for Dusty Nicholson ð still no response from the Police Academy regarding use of 

their track for a TTR Autocross event. 

 

¶ FOG Trip ð was currently underway.  Mike Hado participated in the Zoom meeting from a stop in Ohio. 

 

¶ Local Event ð Rick Cassani ð described a possible event at a 1/32 slot-car facility in Spring, TX that would 

follow a Saturday breakfast meeting.  He will see if there is a possibility sometime in June, and report 

back to the group. 

 

¶ Non-TTR future events of interest: 

 

 ̄ July 23-25 ð Kastner Cup Race - Portland (OR) International Raceway 

 ̄ September 14-18 ð VTR Nationals - Edmond, Oklahoma 

 ̄ October 14-17 ð Triumphest 2021 ð Flagstaff, AZ 

TTR Meeting Minutes for May 
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Breakfast Meetings ð John Barrett ð described the April events which were outdoors, and noted that now the 

restaurants are open indoors as well.  He reported that they will begin planning the breakfast events at least a 

month in advance so the upcoming schedule can be published in the Bluebonnet. 

 

New Business  

 

¶ TTR Election of Officers ð  Hal Sharp - reviewed the Nominating Committee proposed slate of officers 

as presented at the last meeting, and again solicited any volunteers for Regalia Coordinator.  TTR Member 

David Fowler volunteered to be the next Regalia Coordinator.  There was no discussion, and there was a 

M/S/A to add David Fowler to the proposed slate as Regalia Coordinator. 

 

M/S/A ð to approve the amended slate of officers. The Officer Election was unanimous, and the 70 votes 

(in-person and by proxy) constituted a quorum for the election.  The TTR Officers for the next year be-

ginning June 1, 2021 are:  

 

 ̄ President ð Hal Sharp 

 ̄ VP Special Events - Mike Rouse 

 ̄ VP Local Events - Rick Cassani 

 ̄ Treasurer - Patsy Papp 

 ̄ Secretary - John Hanten 

 ̄ Membership - Mike Hado 

 ̄ Bluebonnet Editor - John Hanten 

 ̄ Regalia Coordinator ð David Fowler 

 

¶ MG Club Events ð Mike Woodward   

 

 ̄ MG Film Event ð Mike reported that the MG Club is planning to rent the Alamo Drafthouse LaCenterra 

for a private showing of òInside the Octagonó (the MG Story) on Saturday, August 14 at 11:00.  Addi-

tional details will be provided. 

 

 ̄ Houston All British Car Day ð Mike reported that the event will resume this year on Saturday, Octo-

ber 9 from 9:00 ð 2:00 at the Wild Stallion Vineyards in Spring, TX.  Additional details will be provid-

ed. Mike will coordinate further details with Rick Cassani. 

  

¶ Upcoming Meetings ð Hal Sharp ð reported that we still need hosts for September and October.  The Oc-

tober conflict with the Houston British Car Day event was noted. 

 

¶ VTR Membership ð Hal Sharp ð Hal encouraged TTR members to join VTR and support the national all-

model Triumph organization. 

 

Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:51.    Minutes recorded and edited by John Hanten.  

TTR Meeting Minutes for May 
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June 2021  TTR May Meeting Photos  

After a thirteen month hiatus, the Texas Triumph Reg-

ister resumed their in-person monthly meetings.  

Hereõs photos from that event, hosted by Len Myers. A 

great time was had by all! 
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June 2021  TTR May Meeting Photos  
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June 2021  TTR May Meeting Photos  
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Photos - Fred Wagner, John Hanten 

TTR May Meeting Photos  
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June 2021  Member News - Mike Hado               

New Members: 
 
Richard & Mary Barroso, Pointblank, TX ï 1976 Yellow TR6 
 
KJ Janev, Fulshear, TX ï 1971 White Herald 
 
Duane Goggins, Houston ï 1973 Brown Stag 

 

TTR Birthdays for June 

 

Bill Beckenbaugh 2 

John Wieser 2 

Gary Fuqua 2 

Don Brown 3 

Stephen Wirtes 4 

Norma Seto 5 

Lynn Davis 6 

Eva Prappas 7 

Bill Sysman 7 

Andreas Zimmer 7 

Tom Niquette 8 

Bill Papp 12 

David Chapman 14 

Mike Henderson 14 

Kim Redding 15 

Jacinto Esteban 17 

Thomas Heyden 17 

Matt Strommer 17 

David Bryant 19 

Cindy Price 19 

Kay Raymond 23 

Jim Stock 23 

Charles Hubert 25 

Chris Kanyuck 25 

Len Myers 26 

James Moore 27 

John Collier 28 

Kimberly Tsanais 30 1971 Stag Ad 
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Breakfast Meetings 
Saturday Travelling Breakfasts are back in full swing!  See the schedule be-

low and watch for Mike Hadoõs reminder email for confirmation. 

NOTE; See the TTR Meetup website for specific information for all events:  

https://www.meetup.com/TexasTriumphRegister/  

Breakfast meetings begin between 7:30 am & 8 am for coffee & we usually eat Breakfast at around 8:00 am. Car 

viewing after Breakfast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Meetings 

Next Meeting -   June monthly in-person meeting  (also Zoom meeting) 

                                    Saturday, June 12, 2021 

           Host:  Rick Cassani & LeAnn Hill 

         2:00 - 3:00   Greet and safe socializing   

        3:02 - ???  Monthly Meeting 

 

   Location details in meeting reminder e-mail from Mike Hado 

Date  Location Address 
   

¶ June 5, 2021 I-45 Diner 19790 Interstate 45, Spring TX 77388 

¶ June 12, 2021 Yale Street Grill 2100 Yale Street, Houston TX 77008 

¶ June 19, 2021 Another Broken Egg Caf® 1912 Wescott Avenue Suite 250, Sugar Land TX 77479 

¶ June 26, 2021 Black Bear Diner - Cypress 19823 Northwest Freeway, Houston TX 77065 

¶ July 3, 2021 Harris County Smokehouse Katy 222 W. Grand Parkway South, Katy TX 77494 

¶ July 10, 2021 Midtown Bar and Grill 415 West Gray St., Houston TX 77019 

¶ TBD - TTR 40th Anniversary Party Event 

¶ June  12, 2021 ð Rick Cassani & LeAnn Hill 

¶ July 10, 2021 ð Jeff & Angela Harris  

¶ August 14, 2021 ð Louise Carter 

¶ September  11, 2021 - TBD 

¶ October 9, 2021 - Sharon & Eric Schumann 

¶ November  13, 2021 ð James Moore  

TTR Club Calendar  
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Centennial Plaza, Round Rock, Texas 

September 24, 25 & 26, 2021  

 

Wild Stallion Vineyards,  

5969 W. Rayford Rd., Spring, TX 77389 

October 9, 2021  

VTR 2021 National Convention    

Sept. 14-18, Edmond, OK 
https://www.triumphsokc.org/  

Triumphest 2021   

Oct. 14-17, Flagstaff, AZ 
±ŜƴǳŜ - [ƛǧƭŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ IƻǘŜƭΣ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƴƻǿΦ 

   Triumphest 2021  

Non-Club Events of Interest 

Kastner Cup Races 

July 23 - 25, Portland, OR 

HOME | Kastner Cup 2021  

https://www.triumphsokc.org/
http://www.triumphest.com/
https://www.kastnercup2021.com/
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June 2021  National Triumph Clubs 

.ŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ±¢w aŜƳōŜǊ 

The Vintage Triumph Register 
has its benefits.  A national 
club of Triumph enthusiasts 
spanning the globe needs you 
as a member.  Affiliate club 
membership is not an auto-
matic membership to VTR. 

Some of the benefits: 

¶ The Vintage Triumph Magazine - Our award-
winning bi-monthly color publication. 

¶ 2021 VTR National Meet in Edmond, Oklahoma 

¶ Access to a large number of local clubs. 

¶ Website with reference material and members-only 
sections covering all Triumph models. 

¶ Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B. 
(Factory trace documents on other Triumph models 
no longer available 

¶ Clothing, regalia, exclusive items 

¶ Specific vehicle consultants and experts 

{ƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǾƛƴǘŀƎŜǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦƻǊƎ  

bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !Ŷƭƛŀǝƻƴǎ 

 

https://vintagetriumphregister.org/
http://www.vtr.org
http://www.triumphregister.com
http://www.6-pack.org
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The TR Traveling Breakfast Club continued in May, us-

ing the restaurant selection criteria designed by John 

Barrett to provide a safe get-together experience, and 

room for parking and critiquing the cars. 

 

Hereõs photos from the May Breakfast Club meetings. 

aŀȅ мΣ нлнм 

Photos - Fred Wagner, John Hanten 

Traveling TR Breakfast Club 
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Photos - Fred Wagner, John Hanten 

aŀȅ уΣ нлнм 

Traveling TR Breakfast Club 
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June 2021  Traveling TR Breakfast Club 

aŀȅ мрΣ нлнм 

Photos - Fred Wagner, John Hanten 
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aŀȅ ннΣ нлнм 

Traveling TR Breakfast Club 

Photos - Fred Wagner, John Hanten 
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June 2021  Traveling TR Breakfast Club 

Photos - John Hanten 

aŀȅ нфΣ нлнм 
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Leno: Appreciation for hard work is 
fading, and old cars arenôt easy 
Jay Leno 

04 March 202 

Once I had a gentleman on The Tonight Show who had climbed Mount Everest, which is an amazing feat that 

is nearly impossible for most people under the best of circumstances. But this guy was also blind. Imagine be-

ing 29,000 feet up, grabbing at snow, not knowing if itôs night or day, with the wind howling and every breath 

a challenge, and you canôt see anything. Anyway, he was a nice gentleman and an incredible athlete who after-

Old cars are hard work - Jay Leno 

https://www.hagerty.com/media/author/jay-leno/
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ward had been doing motivational speaking. I asked him how it was going and he sort of grimaced. He said the 

frustrating part was the meet-and-greet after, when at least one person in every audience would come up and 

say, ñYeah, I was going to climb Mount Everest, but, you know, the kids have soccer and work is crazy and I 

just havenôt gotten around to it.ò  

Like it was so easy except, you know, soccer practice. Here this fellow had trained his whole life to do some-

thing that maybe one out of 10 million people can do, had endured incredible hardship, and had even over-

come the fact that he was blind, and people were so dismissive of it.  

Maybe itôs because life has gotten pretty soft and we donôt make anything for ourselves anymore, but weôre 

losing respect for other peopleôs accomplishments and hard work, for what the human hand can do instead of 

just the human brain. I hear this all the time from guys who have their cars restored and who have never turned 

a wrench in their lives: All mechanics are crooks, theyôll overcharge you at every turn. Theyôll moan about the 

high cost of a paint job, for example, not realizing that the paint is $600 a quart and somebody has to spend 

hours sanding it and finishing it because a good finish doesnôt come out of a rattle-can of Rust-Oleum.  

Old cars are hard work - Jay Leno 



 

 24 

 

June 2021  

Our appreciation or understanding of other peopleôs hard work is fading, and that rankles me. The last time I 

pulled a transmission out of something here at the garage, it took hours and my hands were bleeding and cov-

ered in grease, and I thought, ñSome guy only makes a couple hundred bucks for doing that?ò Thatôs why I 

donôt usually question a quote for something we need to get done outside the garage. Good work doesnôt seem 

expensive when you think about how much actual effort goes into it, and that someone needs to be able to 

make a living doing it or else nobody will do it. Besides, I have yet to meet anyone who is getting rich by 

sandblasting rusty parts or re-chroming bumpers. Theyôre not overchargingðin fact, theyôre probably under-

charging.  

Well, nowadays we watch these shows where they restore a car in a weekend, literally, and it seems so easy. 

The sparks are flying and guys are trying to ram a big-screen TV into the dash, and after a couple of commer-

cial breaks and some pounding music, the car is done. It gives people an unrealistic picture of what it takes to 

restore a carðthe thousands of hours, many of which are never billed. Just the amount of research a restorer 

has to do, figuring out how things go together and what is supposed to be original, is huge.  

Old cars are hard work - Jay Leno 
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These days, Amazon will drop a package on your doorstep the same day you order it, so weôre also losing 

touch with how long things take in the real world. A very famous country western star called me not long ago 

and said, ñItôs my husbandôs birthday, heôs always wanted a 1953 Ford F-100, a red one, and I want to get one 

for his birthday. Can you get me one?ò I said I couldnôt promise it would be red, but I would look around. 

Then I asked when his birthday is. She said, ñThursday.ò I said, ñThis is Tuesday! Iôm not going to find a car 

in two days. It takes awhile!ò She didnôt get it.  

Next time youôre walking a car show, before you judge some guy because his paint isnôt perfect, think about 

how much of the work you do yourself. Unlike everything else we buy these days, thereôs nothing quick, easy, 

or cheap about old cars. And while few of us will ever climb Mount Everest, restoring a classic car is enough 

of a mountain for most people. Give them some credit  

Credits: 

 

Text - written by Jay Leno for Hagerty Magazine.  The article was spotted by Mike Hado who requested and 

received explicit permission from Hagerty to re-publish the text in the Bluebonnet.  Hagerty was not 

able to provide permission to use the photos from the original article. 

 

Photos - the Hagerty contributing photographer who owns the rights to the photos in the original Hagerty story 

did not reply to the TTR request to use the photos.  Consequently, similar photos, all of Triumphs under-

going restoration from the TTR library, were substituted in the same layout design as the original article. 

Old cars are hard work - Jay Leno 
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June 2021    TTR Regalia 

 

 

Partial List of TTR Regalia 

Item $ 

Ladies Hats 12 

Gray TTR T-shirts 15 

Grille Badge 35 

Menôs Hats 15 

License Plate Frames 20 

Hat Pins     7.5 

Iron on Logo Patches    5 

TR-3 Coffee Cups    3 
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