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Well it really feels like summer has arrived full 
bore in Htown.  Iõm hoping everyone is working on 
your VTR Nationals preparations in a cool garage 

space between now and September. It is one of 
those years when the venue for Nationals is in an 
adjoining South Central Region state, so I hope all 
of you are considering making the trek to Oklaho-
ma to join the fun.  I always look forward to see-

ing so many Triumphs from other regions of the 
US and meeting many of the passionate folks who 
love their cars as much as we do in Texas.  It al-
ways makes me proud to see that our TTR LBCs 
compare to those from around the country.   

  

Speaking of opportunities to travel in your Tri-
umphs, Mike and Sallie Rouse have charted the 

way for a terrific Falling leaves Tour to Rockport, 
Texas this October 15-17.  Mike has sent a couple 
of email notices about it already and more are 
sure to be coming.  Fall on the Texas coast is a 
great time of year and perfect for some òtop 

downó driving of our LBCs.  If you donõt have one 
of Mikeõs emails handy you should contact him 
quickly to get the hotel contact info so you can 
reserve a room in the block of rooms they are 
holding for us.  Donõt miss this yearõs Tour! 

  

October will stay busy when TTR Autocross is fi-
nally coming back.   Thanks to Dusty Nicholsonõs 
persistent pursuit of HPD we are scheduled for 
some competitive driving at the HPD Driving 

School course on October 30.  Details and sign up 
information will be forthcoming in a few weeks. 

  

After this monthõs meeting on August 14 at the 
beautifully rebuilt home of Louise Carter we have 
three more member hosted monthly meetings left 
in 2021 so it is time to start lining up hosts for 
2022.  In case you were scheduled to host one in 

2020 or 2021 that was replaced by a Zoom meet-
ing please let me know if you are available for a 
mulligan.  February and April are the only months 
that are already booked.  Thank you Nancy Money 
and John Hanten (Feb), and Clark McKinley (Apr). 

  

Thatõs it for this month from me so stay out of 
the heat, stay hydrated and keep driving those 
Triumphs. 

  

From the President é  



 

 5 

 

August 2021  

Life expectancy.  

 

Since the early dawn of environmental awareness, the 

damage done by a gasoline powered automobile to air quali-
ty was clearly realized. By 1976, it was well understood 

that emission controls were going to require maintenance 
for the life of an automobile. Triumph introduced a òfail 
safeó method of requiring owners to participate in an ef-

fort to ensure compliance with even the most stringent 
emission rules.  

 

At a recent monthly meeting, a previous TR6 owner sent 

an offering that I could not resist. The picture of the 
month is of a device as removed from under the hood of a 
TR6 near the brake master cylinder. Actually, I collected 

two of these devices. One had been painted, and the paint 
reacted with the plastic so as to make it even uglier. The 

other was/is still in working order so I was able to take it 
apart to see how it ticked. 

 

The device is installed in series with the speed-o-meter, 

and includes another odometer inside it. The little window 
hides the first two internal wheels (for x1 miles and x10 

miles). The next 3 wheels (x100, x1000, and x10,000) are 

visible thru the window (once the crud was cleaned off). 
The highest order wheel (10,000) has a magnet placed at 

the same position as the one of that wheel, so when that 
wheel rotates from zero to one (09,999 to 10,000), the 
magnet will be directly above a reed switch. That switch 

will turn on the dash light that shows òEGRó, to indicate it 
is time to clean the carbon canister, and have the switch 

reset. -The switch can be reset in a similar fashion as the 
trip meter. It is accomplished by rotating the exposed 
wheel shaft with a special tool (or a pair of tweezers) un-

til all numbers show 0 again. 

 

The funny thing to me about this device is the subtle im-
plications: 

 

1. The EGR light will in fact be turned on after the first 

10,000 miles. If no service is performed (or if the 
secret turning back key is not used), the EGR light will 
remain on for the next 10,000 miles (until the 1 of the 

x10,000 wheel is no longer directly above the reed 
switch). The light will remain off for the next 100,000 

miles (because at 110,000 the magnet will again be 
above the reed switch) and the cycle repeats.  

2. The device clearly states ò% LIFE USEDó. This implies 
more life can be added simply by rotating a knob so 

000 is read again. Alternately, my picture shows a de-
vice that has exceeded its life by 986%... WOW! Who 
ever thought a TR6 would last 986 times longer than 

expected -without proper service to the EGR system?  

3. With the simplest of tools, the device can be reset, 

but designers went to additional effort to disallow 
tampering by adding red paint to one of the screws. 

Nothing says òtamper proofó like red paint on a cross-
head screw. 

Technically, accommodations were made to insure the EGR 
system would be maintained for the life of the car. Per-

haps key to that is the life expectancy of the car. Iõd like 
to have a (resettable) gauge like that for my life, but I 
think they were either optimistic, or pessimistic, depend-

ing on how you look at it. In any case, the EGR systems in 
most TR6s have not lived to 986% of their expectationé 

or did they? 

Wondering Mechanic 

Tales  of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 
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This was the third in-person meeting following thirteen virtual monthly meetings due to the Covid situation.  

This meeting also included a Zoom session for several members to virtually attend. 

 

TTR Vice- President Rick Cassani brought the meeting to order at 3:02, stepping in for President Hal Sharp and 

Vice-President Mike Rouse who were unable to attend.  There were 39 people in attendance (including in-person, 

proxies, and Zoom) constituting a quorum for club business.  

 

Opening Comments ð Rick thanked meeting hosts Jeff and Angela Harris for hosting the meeting. He thanked 

Fred Wagner for hosting the Zoom meeting, and proceeded with the planned meeting agenda.  

 

Approval of Minutes ð M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last Bluebonnet. 

 

Membership ðMike Hado ð reported 198 getting TTR e-mails, but 22 still haven't renewed.  We currently have 

176 paid members; we've had 7 new members since January of this year. 

 

Treasurerõs Report ð Rick Cassani for Patsy Papp ð reported the inflows, outflows, and current balance.    

 

Regalia ðDavid Fowler ð has various regalia items available (t-shirts, hats, license plate frames (in limited col-

ors), and flashlights. 

 

IT ð Bob Pennington ð reported that he is updating the website; new pictures will be uploaded. We need volun-

teers to learn Word Press, and assist in updating the website more frequently. 

 

 Special Events   

 

¶ VTR Nationals ð Rick Cassani for Mike Rouse ð reported that 10 members are currently listed as caravan-

ning to the Nationals.  There will be an overnight stop at the Holiday Inn Express in Greenville, Texas, on 

the trip up. Contact the hotel and make your reservations if you would like to join the caravan.  Mike would 

like feedback on whether to stop overnight on the way back. 

 

¶ Falling Leaves Tour ð Rick Cassani for Mike Rouse ð reported that fifteen people have signed up for the 

Rockport trip, and eight have made their hotel reservations. 

 

¶ Slot Car Challenge ð Rick Cassani ð provided a report on the Slot Car Racing Event.  About a dozen mem-

bers attended, and six raced.  1st place ð David Fowler, 2nd Place ð Rick Cassani, 3rd Place ð Steve Zagorski. 

 

¶ TTR Dinner Nights ð Rick Cassani ð led an alternatives discussion; maybe move them later to 7 p.m.; dis-

cussion about hosting at places around the city, and possibly meet-up at a site and then drive together to 

the restaurant.  Another possibility is to hold them on a Saturday or perhaps do a Sunday brunch.  Perhaps 

we'll just make it a monthly event; not just a Thursday dinner. Rick will solicit feedback from the members 

regarding preferences and alternatives. 

 

¶ Santa Fe Cruise-In ð Rick Cassani ð provided brief information about an event on July 31 and will send out 

TTR Meeting Minutes for July 
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information. 

 

¶ MG Club 50th Anniversary Movie ð Rick Cassani ð reminded attendees of the Houston MG Club 50th anni-

versary movie "Inside the Octagon" at Alamo Drafthouse Theatre in The Woodlands from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 

p.m. on August 14.  

 

¶ Skeeters Game ð Rick Cassani ð reported he is investigating a possible TTR Night at a Skeeters game in 

Sugar Land.  There would need to be a minimum of 20 people attending.   

 

 

Breakfast Meetings ð John Barrett ð requested suggestions for additional restaurants. 

 

New Business  

 

¶ Meet-up Discussion ð there was further discussion from last month regarding whether to renew our Meet-

up Page. There is a question of whether more people are members of Meet-up versus Facebook page, and the 

lack of people responding to the event notices.  How many folks are joining due to Meet-Up?  There was a 

M/S/A to renew Meet-Up page for another six months, and further evaluate as we get to the end of the 

year. 

 

¶ Christmas Party - Pru Gruss ð reported they have added the selection of a chicken entree in addition to the 

Brennan's brunch item; and added gumbo to the option of turtle soup.  A Survey Monkey will be sent out to 

the members to judge how many are planning on coming, to determine if we will have all three upstairs ban-

quet rooms at Brennan's. 

 

¶ Final schedule reminder - 09/14 - 09/18 is Nationals; Houston MG All British Car Show is 10/09/21; Tri-

umphfest is 10/14-10/17; and our TTR Autocross is back on for 10/30/21. 

 

Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:55.    Minutes recorded by Fred Wagner and edited by John Hanten.  

 

 

TTR Meeting Minutes for July 
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August 2021  TTR July Meeting Photos  

Photos - Fred Wagner 
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August 2021  Member News - Mike Hado               

TTR Birthdays for August 

 

Becky Przylucki  1 

Cindy Rook 6 

Carol Burnett  7 

Mike Rouse  7 

Kathleen Wilson  8 

Sally Rouse  9 

Sandy Steitz  9 

James Powell 10 

Jason Pollard 11 

Jeff Davis 11 

Ray Holtzapple 14 

Debra Kovach 14 

Brandon Mason  14 

Mary Dee Neal  14 

John Reynolds  14 

Gary Weir  14 

Tere Jeffries  16 

Ken Wasilewski 16 

Risa Myers  17 

Richard Dicks  18 

Cissy Wakefield  21 

Charlotte Henley  23 

Laurel Parker  23 

Kim Conway 24 

Susie Gough  24 

Gloria Wilson 24 

Melissa Farrell  25 

Zora Bryant  26 

Sharon Wortsman  26 

Doris Vogt  28 

мфтс wƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀŎƪ vϧ!        όaƛƪŜ IŀŘƻ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎύ          

New Members: 
 
John & Deborah Markiewicz, Cypress, TX ï 1972 Red TR6 
 
Jake & Sarah Groves, Conroe, TX ï 1973 Red Stag 



 

 12 

 

August 2021  

Breakfast Meetings 
Saturday Travelling Breakfasts are back in full swing!  See the schedule be-

low and join in the weekend Saturday morning club tradition. 

NOTE; See the TTR Meetup website for specific information for all events:  

https://www.meetup.com/TexasTriumphRegister/  

Breakfast meetings begin at 8:00 (some restaurants donõt open until 8:00).  

Car viewing after Breakfast. 

Monthly Meetings 

 

Next Meeting -   August monthly in-person meeting  (also Zoom meeting) 

                                    Saturday, August 14, 2021 

           Host:  Louise Carter 

         2:00 - 3:00   Greet and safe socializing   

        3:02 - ???  Monthly Meeting 

 

   Location details in meeting reminder e-mail  

 

¶ August 14, 2021 ð Louise Carter 

¶ September  11, 2021 - Eric & Sharon Schumann 

¶ October 9, 2021 - John & Shu-lien Baguley 

¶ November  13, 2021 ð James Moore  

¶ December 5, 2021 - Christmas Party - Brennanõs 

TTR Club Calendar  

   

Date  Location Address 

¶ August 7, 2021 Kelley's 11555 W. Airport Blvd., Meadow Place TX 77477 

¶ August 14, 2021 Goode Company Taqueria 4902 Kirby Drive, Houston TX 77098 

¶ August 21, 2021 Black Bear Diner - Sugar Land 13590 University Blvd #100, Sugar Land, TX 77004 

¶ August 28, 2021 9er's Grill - Katy 23225 Kingsland Blvd., Katy TX 77494 

¶ September 4, 2021 Cypress Breakfast House 12344 Barker Cypress Road Ste. 120, Cypress Tx 77429 

¶ September 11, 2021 Canyon Creek Caf® Bar and Grill 6603 Westcott St. Houston, TX 77004 



 

 13 

 

August 2021  

¶ Date:  December 5, 2021 12:00-2:00 

¶ Location:  Brennanôs 3300 Smith 

Street, Houston, TX 77006 

¶ Cost: Members and family: $37.00 per-

person (includes food, tax, tip and 

parking.  The club subsidizes the bal-

ance) 

¶ Meal Selection:  Snapping Turtle Soup 

or Gumbo, Eggs Benedict or Truffled 

Roasted Chicken, Bananas Foster, 

one glass of Prosecco or a Mimosa, 

Coffee, Tea or Water. Bottles of wine 

can be reserved closer to the party and 

paid for in advance.  

¶ Toys for Tots collection in parking lot 

(Limit $25) 

¶ Holiday Gift Exchange (~ $25 wrapped 

gift) to play the Left, Right pass-the-gift 

game 

¶ Parking: Valet  for lesser cars, details 

being developed for Triumph self-

parking (details to come) 

¶ Brennanôs dress code: no shorts, flip 

flops or tennis shoes 

¶ Reservation and payment details to fol-

low via email 

 

 

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ нлнм ¢¢w IƻƭƛŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ плǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ tŀǊǘȅ 

ŀǘ 

TTR Holiday and Anniversary Party Information 



 

 14 

 

August 2021  

Centennial Plaza, Round Rock, Texas 

September 24, 25 & 26, 2021  

Houston All British Car Day 

Wild Stallion Vineyards,  

5969 W. Rayford Rd., Spring, TX 77389 

October 9, 2021  

VTR 2021 National Convention    

Sept. 14-18, Edmond, OK 
https://www.triumphsokc.org/  

Triumphest 2021   

Oct. 14-17, Flagstaff, AZ 
±ŜƴǳŜ - [ƛǧƭŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ IƻǘŜƭΣ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƴƻǿΦ 

   Triumphest 2021  

Non-Club Events of Interest 

https://www.triumphsokc.org/
http://www.triumphest.com/
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August 2021  National Triumph Clubs 

.ŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ±¢w aŜƳōŜǊ 

The Vintage Triumph Register 
has its benefits.  A national 
club of Triumph enthusiasts 
spanning the globe needs you 
as a member.  Affiliate club 
membership is not an auto-
matic membership to VTR. 

Some of the benefits: 

¶ The Vintage Triumph Magazine - Our award-
winning bi-monthly color publication. 

¶ 2021 VTR National Meet in Edmond, Oklahoma 

¶ Access to a large number of local clubs. 

¶ Website with reference material and members-only 
sections covering all Triumph models. 

¶ Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B. 
(Factory trace documents on other Triumph models 
no longer available 

¶ Clothing, regalia, exclusive items 

¶ Specific vehicle consultants and experts 

{ƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǾƛƴǘŀƎŜǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦƻǊƎ  

bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !Ŷƭƛŀǝƻƴǎ 

 

https://vintagetriumphregister.org/
http://www.vtr.org
http://www.triumphregister.com
http://www.6-pack.org
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August 2021  Traveling Triumph Breakfast Club 

Photos - John Hanten 

Wǳƭȅ оΣ нлнм 
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Photos - Fred Wagner, Diane Jolley 

Wǳƭȅ млΣ нлнм 

Traveling Triumph Breakfast Club 
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Photos - John Barrett 

Wǳƭȅ мтΣ нлнм 

Traveling Triumph Breakfast Club 
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Photos - Fred Wagner  

Wǳƭȅ нпΣ нлнм 

Traveling Triumph Breakfast Club 
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Photos - John Barrett 

Wǳƭȅ омΣ нлнм 

Traveling Triumph Breakfast Club 



 

 21 

 

August 2021  Featured Cars - Sam & Tere Jeffriesô Spitfires 

Continuing with the goal of featuring cars of TTR club members, this month again features not one, but two of 

the TTR cars that were at the 2019 VTR National Convention in Dripping Springs, TX.  That event was covered 

with comments and photos by Shawn Frank, Editor of The Vintage Triumph, the monthly publication of the Vintage 

Triumph Register.  Shawn has provided his permission to use both the text and photos  in the featured cars from 

that event. 

 

This monthõs featured cars are nearly-matching red Triumph Spitfires, belonging to Sam and Tere Jeffries, TTR 

members since January 2008. People that have attended VTR Regional and National Concours Events often were 

thinking they were seeing double with these two beauties parked side by side.   

 

Here is their story about the cars and their history with Triumphs.   

How did you get interested in Triumphs? 

 

I was 22 years old and in the Navy when I decided to 

buy an Austin Healey Sprite. Alamo Sports Cars was big  

into road racing and had a white 1964 Triumph Spitfire 

with a camber compensator. This was my first car and I 

put almost 14,000 miles on it during the next seven 

months. I started participating in gymkhanas against 

Midgets and Sprites. They werenõt much competition. I 

received orders for Hawaii but the Navy would not ship 

my car, so my father kept it. He drove it to work every 

day and to the golf course twice a week. I believe he 

loved it as much as I did. While on leave, my friend Art 

introduced me to his cousin, Tere. I borrowed the Spit-

fire from my dad and picked her up for a date. The 

curb at her house was as high as the car and it was dif-

ficult for her to get in and out of the car with her mini 

skirt. Her waist length blonde hair blew everywhere. 

She hated the Spit! 

 

I spent two years in Hawaii and then was sent to Kami-

Seya Japan. There I bought a white left hand drive 

1965 Mark 2 Spitfire and drove it for almost two 

years. The only time that I  was sorry about driving a 

Spitfire was in the Spring of 1969. I was stopped at a 

traffic light and a large Isuzu dump truck was behind 

me. All I could see in the rear view mirror was his 

bumper and grill. The light changed and he drove over 

the back of my car. My differential dug into the pave-

ment and his bumper was within six inches of my head. 

The boot and the fuel spout were damaged. The car 

was repaired and when I left Japan, I sold the car for 

the same price I had originally paid. 

 

I left the Navy and married Tere in December of 1972. 

In Sept. 2007, Art and I found a 1965 Spit 6 in Corpus 

Christi. While trailering it to Houston, I saw the rear 

window blow out of it. Tere ask if we were going to stop 

and pick it up. I told her no because it was in a million 

pieces on the road. Her reply was, òDrive Faster!ó. For-

tunately  no one was behind us. This became a parts car 

named Rusty for obvious reasons. 

Rusty on trailer in 2007 

65 Spitfire in Japan after dump truck wanted to 
get friendly with a Spitfire  
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When did you acquire this Triumph?  Where and how 

did you find it? 

 

I started looking for another car and found a red 1964 

Spitfire in New York state. When I told her I wanted 

to buy it she said, òSure, when I can fit into that mini 

skirt I wore in your first Spitfire.ó Being a man, I took 

that as a yes. My son, Jeff, took care of the on-line 

stuff and she wasnõt happy with him either.  It was less 

expensive to have it transported to Houston than to 

pick it up myself. It arrived on Sept. 22, 2007 and had 

new brakes, tie rod ends, and a three core radiator. 

The Weber carburetor was on a Cannon manifold and 

the bonnet didnõt close without hitting the air filter. It 

had a top frame, but no top. I joined TTR at that time 

and began tearing down this running car. Most of the 

parts on it were wrong. Many hours were spent pulling 

parts off Rusty for this car. Tere named this one TC 

for Time Consumer. 

Shortly thereafter I found another parts car in Hou-

ston. I bought it from a Baptist preacher named John. 

She named this one JB. 

 

Art and I both retired on May 1, 2009. On May 6th, 

Jeff, Art, and I drove to Kansas City, Kansas to pick up 

another parts car. It was a 1966 Mark 2 with a Pierce 

manifold and other good parts. I wanted to call it KC. 

Tere informed me a better name would be DC for Di-

vorce Court and to keep that in mind if I found any 

more cars. Nicknames did help when I talked with Art 

about taking a part off one of the cars for TC. 

Several years and many hours of work went by. The 

first Saturday I drove the 64 to a TTR breakfast, the 

exhaust pipe broke midway under the car. A coat hang-

er held it on for the very loud trip home. The following 

Saturday I made it to the breakfast and was very 

proud.  November 2007-TC being unloaded in church park-
ing lot. Needed blessing!!!  

JB 2008 

DC being loaded on trailer in Kansas City.  
May 2009 

TC at first Breakfast November 7, 2009 

Featured Cars - Sam & Tere Jeffriesô Spitfires 
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Have the cars been in any shows? 

 

Tere and I have gone on many TTR runs and participat-

ed in VTR shows. Jeff started driving and competing 

with the Spit and he loved it. Michelle, my daughter 

joined us at the events. 

 

Tere and Michelle were encouraged by the other lady 

drivers to participate too. With the shifting and get-

ting lost on the autocross course, it took a while to get 

to the end. The track announcer said something about a 

Sun Dial for a timer. They had so much fun that Tere 

told me, òIf you value your car, you better find one for 

Michelle and me to drive.ó They Velcro a pillow onto the 

driverõs seat so they can reach the pedals. 

 

We bought Alex, named after the seller, in San Antonio 

on August 25, 2012. This 1963 red Spitfire 4 was an-

other few years of tear down and rebuild in the back 

yard.  

 

Rusty, JB and DC were given to another TTR member 

for parts. 

 

Success!! Both cars are running. Jeff, Michelle, and 

granddaughter Merida live in Corinth in North Texas. 

They join us for TTR and VTR events in Texas and Ok-

lahoma. Merida even puts her red electric car from Un-

cle Jeff in the safety check and concours.  

 

 

 

 

Alex before restoration in California around 2000 

Alex 2013 

Broken exhaust pipe on way to first breakfast 

Unloading Alex and TC  for autocross. 

Featured Cars - Sam & Tere Jeffriesô Spitfires 

Michelle autocrossing in Alex 
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Driving a Triumph òSpitfireó is Great!! 
 

2017 Concours New Braunfels, Texas 

2018 Gary Johnston Award photo 

50th anniversary magazine cover 

Merida's Cozy Coup safety inspection 2016 South 
Central Regionals 

Featured Cars - Sam & Tere Jeffriesô Spitfires 

Jeff autocrossing in TC 
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Photos from 2019 VTR Concours 

Featured Cars - Sam & Tere Jeffriesô Spitfires 
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