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Another SC Regional Convention is in the books and, as 

usual, TTR walked away with a huge haul of awards in all 

categories of competition.  Congratulations to all and 

especially to John Barrett for being recognized as this 

yearõs Gary Johnston Award Honoree.  Weõll done all.  

 

June begins a new fiscal year for TTR and the result of 

the officer elections from the May meeting is a terrif-

ic group of volunteer leaders for 2022-23.  They are as 

follows: 

 

¶ President            -            Hal Sharp 

¶ VP Special Events -         Mike Woodward 

¶ VP Events (local)  -          David Fowler 

¶ Treasurer           -            Mike Rouse 

¶ Secretary            -          John Hanten 

¶ Membership/Historian ð Mike Hado 

¶ Regalia               -            James Moore 

 

I want to thank these folks for signing up to either 

continue in the role they held in 2021-22 or take on a 

new assignment for TTR.  We owe them all our thanks 

for accepting the responsibilities of their respective 

roles.  In addition, I want to recognize and thank Patsy 

Papp for her many years of service as our treasurer we 

hope that she & Bill can relax a bit more, regain 

strength and be back on the road with us very 

soon.  The commitment of their time to keep TTR the 

best Club in the nation is truly appreciated. 

 

Speaking of commitment, last week I signed the con-

tract with the Sugar Land Hilton Garden Inn hotel for 

the 2023 SC Regional VTR Convention.  The pace of our 

work in preparing to host this important event next 

April will certainly pick up during the coming 

months.  April 2023 is only 11 months away.   The com-

mittee chairs will meeting this week to continue that 

work and you will hear more about the details at our 

monthly meeting next week.  Donõt worry about missing 

out on any volunteer opportunities.  The committee 

chairs will be needing to fill out their teams and we will 

need everyone to chip in to help pull the event off with 

the quality and attention to detail that TTR is famous 

for.  

 

My last topic for you is to tell you a little about my 

first FOG Tour last month under the leadership of 

Commander Dave Smith.   I wonõt get into details here 

because there will be a special issue Bluebonnet dedi-

cated to Daveõs report on the whole tour with many im-

ages of the beautiful desert, mountains, and high plains 

scenery we traversed.  Seven Triumphs and an F150 

Ford pickup chase vehicle made for an impressive cara-

van and a fun loving group of road warriors.  Truly a 

highlight experience that I intend to repeat as soon as 

Dave declares where the Tour will go next year and 

beyond.  THANK YOU, Dave! 

 

Our Spring is about to turn to Summer, but there is 

still plenty of time to get those cars out of the garage, 

take the tops down and take them on a drive.  Cheers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the President é  
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òThatõs a pretty color.ó  

òYour car is holding up well.ó  

òYou should be proud of your restoration.ó  

òIõm surprised it took you this long to beat Hadoõs 

time at an autocross.ó  

òThat is just beautiful.ó  

 

These are the usual comments I hear when I show up 

at a TTR function with the TR3. But last week I 

stepped outside of myself and attended a Saturday 

breakfast and heard òYou should be ashamed of 

yourselfó when a club member noticed the few 

thousand bugs on the front of our TR3. 

 

I have been known to spend a ridiculous amount of time 

cleaning parts of the TR3 that are only visible from the 

underside.  I am not one to wash my car as soon as I 

get home, especially when my previous drive took me 

across 10 states in 11 days.  

 

Prudence and I started in Houston before sundown and 

headed west on I-10. We stopped to visit the satellite 

TTR members Rettenmaiers and Reynolds in Arizona. 

We attended a wedding in L.A.. Eventually, we exited I-

10 just after Santa Monica Blvd where I-10 stops for 

the Pacific.  

Wondering Mechanic 

Tales of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 

A Few Thousand Bugs 

Thousand Bug Close-up California Sunset 
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Then we went north on I-5 until the exit before Canada 

(Bow Washington) before heading towards home. The 

round trip was well over 5,200 miles, and the TR3 was 

much dirtier than usual.  

The sand storm we drove through on approach to Los 

Angeles cleaned off all the bugs collected to that 

point. I donõt think it ever stopped raining while we 

drove across Oregon or while we were in Washington. 

We saw a lot of snow on the ground in Montana, so 

doubt we picked up many bugs there. The 30+ hour 

drive from my sisterõs place in Spokane is just a blur, 

so Iõm not sure exactly where we started our bug 

collection. I have clear recollection of stopping at the 

first rest stop after Amarillo in Quanah, where it was 

98 degrees at 1PM and headed to 106 before sunset. I 

drove a little slower in the heat and we were home by 

10 pm.  

 

Without pause, I responded to that òyou should be 

ashamedó accusation with òNo, you should be ashamed -

this is what a car should like; this is what a car that 

has been driven looks like.ó We should be proud of our 

surviving cars regardless of how well primped or used 

or abused they have been. Itõs OK to look like youõve 

been driven hard and put up wet, when you have been 

driven hard and put up wet. 

On the way home from breakfast, I stopped at the ACE 

hardware store on Memorial where they are familiar 

with the difference between a #6 ball chain and a #10 

ball chain as might be used on an aftermarket cruise 

control. When I came out, an elderly gentleman was 
leaning on his immaculate white Benz, smoking a 

cigarette, and gazing at the bug crusted TR3   òCan I 

ask you a question?ó  

 

Back in the day, he purchased a TR2 new, and replaced 

it with a TR3 that he owned for about 8 years. After 

20 minutes or so of casual conversation, he thanked me 

for bringing back some distant fond memories. He 

hadnõt noticed the bugs, but I was so ashamed that I 

had to explain. His parting remark was òThatõs just 

gorgeous.ó 

 

Aside:  I drive the TR3 in Houston traffic when I have 
to. I avoid traffic, but I am not afraid to drive in it. 

Houston traffic and Los Angeles traffic have almost 

nothing in common. By the time we got to L.A., I had 

driven for hours, in a sand storm, and across a hot 

desert so I was tired but ill prepared for the òoff houró 

traffic we encountered. I was terrified. The number of 

lanes, the number of exits both right and left onto 

equally large, narrow, overcrowded lanes was sobering. 

The average speed was well above the posted limit. I 
found myself yelling at my navigator-not just because 

we were both wearing ear plugs, but because getting 

into the right lane before the GPS told us what exit 

needed taken was challenging. At any given point I was 

passing cars in some lanes while I was being overtaken 

by cars going significantly faster-some of them 

navigating the moving vehicles like a ping pong ball riding 

the rapids. I found comfort in my ability to keep up 
with the 18-wheelers, but equally amazed they were in 

it.  I do not recommend driving in L.A.. 

Bow, Washington 

Pru & Jeré.definitely not in LA 

Tales of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 
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The 2022 VTR South Central Regional Convention 
was held from April 21 - 24, 2022 in Boerne, TX 
with The Bevy functioning as the host hotel.  The 

host club for this yearõs event was the San 
Antonio area South Texas Triumph Association. 

 

The Featured Triumph for this yearõs Regional 
Convention was the Triumph Herald, 1959 ð 1971, 
Code Name òZOBOó.  Introduced in 1959, the 
Herald was offered in Coupeõ, Saloon, Convertible, 
Estate, and Van models.  

 

The host hotel was a medium-sized convention 
facility with a restaurant, ballroom, and other 
facilities to host an event of this type. 

 

The overall schedule is shown at below, with the 
first scheduled event being the Welcome 

Reception at the host hotel.  The last scheduled 
event was the Awards Banquet on Saturday night. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 VTR South Central Regionals 
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Thursday 
 

Most of the TTR contingent travelled via a caravan 

from Houston that included ten cars travelling ~ 215 

miles from the meet-up location near Houston.   

 

The caravan made a pit-stop along the way, and shortly 

afterward stopped for lunch at the Roadhouse Bastrop 

restaurant.  The restaurant featured lots of available 

parking, and was featured by Texas Monthly Magazine 

as having one of the ò50 Best Hamburgersó in Texas.   

Fuel Stop Before Lunch 

At the Lunch Stop 

Roadhouse Bastrop restaurant 

Departing for Lunch 

2022 VTR South Central Regionals 
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After lunch, the caravan continued the drive to Boerne, 

arriving shortly after 3:00 providing plenty of time to 

scope out the hotel, and clean up for the reception 

event. Four other Triumphs arrived independently to 

bring the TTR participation to twenty-six, with 

fourteen cars registered. 

Welcome Reception 

 

The opening reception was held in the pool area of the 

hotel, with plenty of tables and space for all of the 

attendees.  The reception featured hot appetizers, a 

cash bar, and 1960õs ð 70õs canned music played through 

a poolside PA system. 

Group Photo at Lunch 

The Bevy - the Event Host Hotel 

The Barrett Brothers 

Welcome reception around the pool 

Relaxing after a long drive 

2022 VTR South Central Regionals 
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Friday 
 

Fridayõs driving event was the gimmick rally, which 

began outside the hotel and covered about 30 miles, 

returning back to the hotel.  The rally began at 8:30, 

and required participants to submit their answer 

sheets by noon.  There were five pages of cleverly 

crafted questions, plus two tie-breaker questions.  The 

route included some backroads around Boerne that 

featured steep hills and tight turns. 

 

Throughout the day the registration desk was open, 

the silent auction event was running, the autocross 

tech-inspection station was open, and the Craft / 

Model / Photo contest entries were on display.   

 

 

Concours 

 

The Concours / Participantõs Choice event was held 

later in the day at Main Plaza Park in downtown Boerne, 

about 1 į miles from the hotel.  There were about 75 

cars at the event representing most of the Triumph 

Classes. The cars were parked on the field from 1:00 ð 

2:00, with the actual show and judging lasting from 

2:00 ð 5:00.  The location of the event attracted lots 

of foot traffic from the general public which added to 

the ambiance of the event.  There was food available 

from food trucks and available nearby restaurants. 

 

 

Host Club Flag 

Great day and nice park venue 

TR7s and 8s 

2022 VTR South Central Regionals 

Late TR6 Class 
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Following the Concours Event was a Dinner Run, to a 

choice of two restaurants, departing at 6:30. 

 Steve Collinõs Best of Show TR8 - 399 Points! 

TR4, 4A, and 250 Class TR2 and TR3 Class 

Triumph powered Amphicar 

Green Sports Six, Red Herald, Blue Vitesse 

Lots of interest from the general public 

2022 VTR South Central Regionals 
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Saturday 
 

Saturdayõs driving events included the Autocross and 

the Funkhana.  

 

Autocross 

 

The autocross venue was the back practice lot of 

Javelina Harley Davidson.  The lot provides the 

opportunity for new Harley Davidson owners to learn 

and improve their motorcycle handling skills.  It also 

provided the opportunity for old Triumph owners to 

test their machines on a tight and challenging course. 

The drivers were separated into two heats, split evenly 

between morning and afternoon.  Drivers who were not 

in the current heat were asked to volunteer to work 

the track corners, starting line, and grid area. There 

was food available at an outdoor grill in the front of 

the facility. 

Autocross host venue 

Mandatory driverõs meeting Nancy Money on the track 

Nancy Money in the grid 

Lining up for the run 

Walking the Autocross course 

2022 VTR South Central Regionals 
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Sam Jeffries in the grid Sam Jeffries on the track 

Len Myers Dusty Nicholson driving òFastest Time of Dayó 

Clark McKinley 

2022 VTR South Central Regionals 

Mike Hado 
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John Barrett approaching the starting line 

Tere Jeffries 

John Hanten Jeff Jeffries 

John Barrett approaching the finish line 

John Barrett driving a fast line 
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Kenny Daves 

Ella Nicholson Driver swap 

Amphicar on the track Waiting for the next heat 

John Reynolds 
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The results of the driving events are shown in the following tables.  Overall the autocross track was shorter than 

many due to the limited size of the parking lot.  Average times were ~ 30 seconds, with most of the cars staying 

in first gear throughout the course.  Drivers were allowed five laps to put down their best time. 

2022 VTR South Central Regionals 
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With Fastest Time of Day going to TTRõs Dusty Nicholson! 

2022 VTR South Central Regionals 
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Funkhana 

 

The Funkhana was held in a vacant parking lot across 

the street from the host hotel.  The theme of the 

Funkhana was òPink Floyd Songsó with stations along 

the course tied in to Pink Floyd Songs. 

 

The songs and associated tasks included: 

 

¶ Careful With That Axe Eugene ð the driver had 

three chances to throw a rubber hatchet through a 

hoop 

¶ Learning to Fly ð the passenger had three chances 

to throw a paper airplane through a hoop 

¶ Us and Them ð the task was to sort Triumph and 

MG car parts into their designated side of the 

table 

¶ Another Brick In The Wall ð the task was to put 

the correct bricks into three openings in the wall 

¶ Money ð driver and passenger pick up paper money 

affixed to the top of four traffic cones heading to 

the finish. 

 

Overall it was a fun and cleverly themed Funkhana, with 

an interesting black & pink portrait of Pink Floydéé

actually Floyd the Barber on the old Andy Griffith 

Show. 

 

 

2022 VTR South Central Regionals 

Clever Pink Floyd themed Funkhana 
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Awards Banquet 

 

The Dinner and Awards Banquet was held in a ballroom 

of the Bevy Hotel  The event began with a cash bar and 

socializing, then moved to seated buffet dinner 

followed by the awards program. The twenty-six TTR 

attendees were spread out across four tables. 

 

TTR participants made many trips to the awards 

podium, with members bringing back awards in 

autocross, concours (both judged and participants 

choice), craft / model / photo, and funkhana events.   

 

Notable TTR achievement:  Autocross Fastest Time of 

Day ð  Dusty Nicholson.   

 

2022 VTR South Central Regionals 

Photos from Awards Banquet 
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Spirit of Texas Triumph Award 

 

In 2016, the Red River Triumph Club created the 

òspirit of Texas Triumphó award to honor the memory 

of Millie Rose Philips, who was a strong supporter and 

officer of the Red River Club.  The criteria include: 

female; past or present club office holder; active 

Triumph promoter; and willingness to help and support 

others.  The 2022 award was presented to Samantha 

Wood, longtime Red River club member and current 

Events Coordinator. 

 

Gary Johnston Award 

 

The Gary Johnston award was created in memory of 

Texas Triumph Register member Gary Johnston, who 

died in a plane crash in 1992.  The perpetual award is 

presented annually to the Triumph owners who best 

exemplifies the spirit of Gary Johnston.  The regional 

award is determined by the presidents of the regional 

clubs using criteria including: club membership; 

Regional and National meet attendee; does most of own 

work on car; and participation in other driving events.  

The 2022 award was presented by TTR VP ð Special 

Events Mike Rouse to John Barrett, who has been 

active in TTR for over twenty years, was a former 

president of the club from 2010 ð 2013, and has been a 

well-known and regular participant at VTR Regional 

Events with his Triumph Spitfire and Sports Six. The 

announcement was met with a standing ovation. 

2022 VTR South Central Regionals 

John Barrett receiving the Gary Johnston Award 
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2023 Event Announcement 

 

The final announcement of the evening was by Dusty 

Nicholson, who showed a video presenting the date, 

venue, and high-level schedule for the 2022 Regional 

Event in Sugar Land, TX.   

 

Following the banquet, the TTR members returned to 

the hotel for some serious decompression, and 

socializing, but generally retiring fairly early in 

preparation for the long drive home on Sunday. 

 

2022 VTR South Central Regionals 

TTR Group Photo (missing from photo - Bill Sysman and Patrick Barrett) 

A special award for Bill Hovestadt who is 100 years 
old and still driving his Triumph.  He is wearing a 
shirt from 1985 with a logo designed by Mike Hado! 
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TTR Awards at 2022 Regional Event 

 
Craft & Photo Event Awards 

Craft Contest - 1st - Nancy Money & John Hanten 

Model Contest - 1st - Nancy Money & John Hanten 

Photo Contest - 2nd - Nancy Money & John Hanten  

  

Driving Event Awards 

Funkhana - 2nd - Dusty & Ella Nicholson  

Autocross S1 Class - 1st - Kenny Daves  

Autocross S2 Class - 3rd - John Reynolds  

Autocross S4 Class - 1st - Mike Hado  

Autocross SS Class - 3rd - John Barrett 

Autocross L4 Class - 1st - Michelle del Carpio  

Autocross L4 Class - 2nd - Tere Jeffries 

Autocross L6 Class - 2nd - Nancy Money  

 Autocross M1 Class - 3rd - Jeff Jeffries  

Autocross LM6 Class - 1st - Ella Nicholson  

Autocross PL Class - 1st - Dusty Nicholson  

  

Concours / Participantôs Choice Show Awards 

Concours Stock - TR2-3B Class - 2nd - Ken Wasilewski  (387 Points) 

Concours Stock - TR2-3B Class - 3rd - John Reynolds   (385 Points) 

Concours Stock - TR4 - 250 Class - 1st - Mike Hado    (367 Points) 

Concours Stock - Early Spitfire Class - 1st - Michelle del Carpio  (351 Points) 

Concours Stock - Early Spitfire Class - 2nd - Sam Jeffries 

Concours Stock - Specialty Class - 1st - John Barrett   (369 Points) 

Concours Modified Touring - TR3 -  1st - Bill Sysman   (344 Points) 

Concours Modified Touring - TR4 -  2nd - Mike Rouse    (361 Points) 

Concours Modified Touring - TR6 -  2nd - Len Myers   (377.5 Points) 

Concours Modified Prepared - TR2-3B -  3rd - Clark McKinley   (385 Points) 

Concours Modified Prepared - TR6 - 2nd - Dusty Nicholson   (395 Points)  

Concours Preservation Award - Kenny Daves  (395 Points)   

Concours Preservation Award - Nancy Money & John Hanten  (396 Points)  

  

Special Convention Award 

Gary Johnston Award - John Barrett 

2022 VTR South Central Regionals 
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Sunday 
 

On Sunday, a small Houston caravan departed at 9:00 

to begin the long 200 mile journey back to the Houston 

area.  The selected route included Highway 90 for most 

of journey, avoiding the heavy traffic and construction 

on I-10.  

Overall Summary 
 

Overall this was a tightly planned and well-executed 

event, and a nice return to Regional Events after a long 

hiatus due to covid. The host club members were all 

friendly and helpful, the venue was very nice, and the 

local roads for the driving events were a delight to 

navigate in a Triumph. Event Co-chairpersons Joe 

Kboudi and Larry McDonald and the rest of the team 

should be congratulated for their efforts to plan, 

organize, and produce this event.     

 

2022 VTR South Central Regionals 

Story:  John Hanten 

Photos:  John Hanten, Mike Hado, Randy DeRuiter 

Headed back to Houston 

Silent Auction and Registration Room 

Formation trailering - Java-green TR6s 

Parking-lot brake-pad replacement 
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The meeting was called to order at 3:05 p.m. by TTRVP-Special Events Mike Rouse, sitting in for Hal Sharp who is 

on the FOG trip.  Mike thanked hosts John and Shu-Lien Baguley for hosting the meeting. There was a total of 19 

people in attendance in-person and 24 via proxy, constituting a quorum of 43 for club business.   

 

Approval of Minutes ð M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last Bluebonnet. 

 

Membership Report ð Mike Rouse for Mike Hado ð reported the current membership count is 204 families, an all-

time high for the TTR.  Mike reminded the group that membership renewals are in May, and the preference is to 

use PayPal for expediency. 

 

Treasurerõs Report ð no report. 

 

Regalia ð David Fowler ð provided a general update. Good stock of t-shirts except in the 2XL & larger sizes. Some 

interest in the lawn flags has been expressed.  

 

IT ð Bob Pennington - reported there is not a lot new on the website. However, there is now a landing spot with 

basic information pertaining to the Regionals. 

 

Special Events   

 

¶ 2022 Regional Meet - Mike Rouse ð reported  on the overall event and strong showing by TTR members. 

TTR was represented by 14 Triumphs and 26 members. TTR won 29 awards. Look for a more complete 

update in the June Bluebonnet. Also, of note, Mr. John Barrett was the latest recipient of the Gary 

Johnston Award. 

 

¶ 2023 Regionals to be hosted by TTR 

 ̄The 2023 Regionals will be in Sugar Land with the Hilton Garden Inn as the hotel venue. 

 ̄Hotel contract status ð Fred Wagner - $89 block of rooms., includes free Continental breakfast. 

 ̄Val DeRuiter still needs Triumph themed t-shirts for the TR quilt she is making for the 2023 Regionalõs 

Auction. 

 

Breakfast Meetings ð John Barrett ð provided a report that the Breakfast Meetings are working well, and he will 

continue to coordinate with the Special Events and monthly meetings regarding venue selection. See the May 

Bluebonnet for the breakfast schedule through June 11. 

 

New Business   

 

¶ Officers ð Mike Rouse ð reviewed the current slate of officers that have been identified.  The current 

slate is: 

 

 ̄President ð Hal Sharp (volunteered to continue) 

 ̄VP-Special Events ð Mike Woodward (volunteered after last meeting) 

TTR Meeting Minutes May 
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 ̄VP-Local Events ð David Fowler (recently volunteered) 

 ̄Treasurer ð Mike Rouse (volunteered for this position after serving three years as VP ð Special Events) 

 ̄Regalia ð James Moore  (Volunteered) 

 ̄Secretary ð John Hanten (volunteered to continue) 

 ̄Membership / Historian ð Mike Hado (volunteered to continue) 

 ̄Newsletter Editor ð (John Hanten volunteered to continue) 

 ̄IT ð (not an officer but important role.   Bob Pennington will continue) 

 ̄Breakfast Coordination ð (not an officer but important role.  John Barrett will continue) 

 

There was a M/S/A to elect the slate of officers as presented by unanimous consent.  Welcome returning 

officers & new ones, too. The club is nothing without people volunteering, so thanks to all who stepped up to 

serve the club.  

 

¶ Golf Tournament ð Mike Rouse ð reminded the group that the MG Club is organizing a scramble golf 

tournament in mid-May.  Tim Malone has agreed to coordinate the event for TTR.  See the Bluebonnet for 
additional event and contact information.  

 

¶ Join VTR ð Mike Rouse ð reminded the group to join VTR if you are not already a member.  Note ð it is 

necessary to be a VTR member to attend the Regional or National VTR Convention. 

 

¶ Christmas Banquet - Per Pru Gruss, the Christmas banquet team should be able to show options at the next 

monthly meeting. 

 

¶ 2022 Monthly Meeting Hosts 

 

 ̄June - Len Myers 

 ̄July ð Mike & Marie Hado 

 ̄August Bob & Eileen Grover 

 ̄September ð Tim Maxwell 

 ̄October ð Dusty & Brandi Nicholson 

 ̄November ð James Moore 

 ̄December ð Holiday party 

 

Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:28. Minutes recorded and edited by James Moore and John Hanten  

 

(M/S/A =   motion made / seconded / approved ) 

TTR Meeting Minutes May 
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June 2022  May Monthly Meeting  

Meeting hosts - John & Shu Lien Baguley 
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June 2022  May Monthly Meeting  


