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December 2022 

Greetings and the best Holiday wishes to every-
one as 2022 draws near its end.  What a year it 
has been indeed.  We finally got back to our de-

sired twice a year autocross schedule, Polar Bear, 
Bluebonnet and Falling Leaves Tours went off 
without a hitch, except for the foul weather on 
the Falling Leaves weekend.  Regionals in Boerne 
and Nationals in Illinois were both well attended 

by TTR folks and the usual haul of awards were 
claimed by our members.  Now the pressure is be-
ginning to build as we prepare to host the SC Re-
gionals this April in Sugar Land and our team of 
Committee Chairs are doing a great job of organ-

izing and planning the event.  In addition to these 
events that filled out the TTR calendar, we also 
installed a few new officers into our leadership 
team.  Mike Rouse, David Fowler and James Moore 
all stepped into new roles as Treasurer, VP Events 

and Regalia Coordinator.  We should also keep Bill 
Papp in mind with our prayers following the loss of 
Patsy who had previously served as our treasurer 
and longtime TTR member. 

 

This year Debbie & I didnõt have quite the adven-
ture that Bob & Orit Pennington have undertaken 
in their move to Israel, but we did take a few 

trips that were real memory makers for us.  In 
this Bluebonnet you will see my report on the 
Goodwood Revival which we attended with James 
& Beth Jones.  Following Goodwood we traveled 
the country for almost three weeks and took in 

two other motorcar museums, the National Railway 
Museum and untold number of wonderful country-
side venues and cathedrals.  If our Bluebonnet Ed-
itor in Chief has room in future editions I will sub-
mit a couple of more picture laden articles about 

the motorcar and railway museums. All were ex-
ceptionally well curated and covered an incredibly 
broad spectrum of history. 

 

If you donõt have your reservation for this Sun-
dayõs TTR Holiday Party it is not too late to con-
tact Prudence Gruss or Marie Hado to get in on 

the fun, but you must hurry.  As usual we will cele-
brate the end of another Triumphant year of mo-
toring (sorry, couldnõt resist), adventures, and fel-
lowship with the terrific friends we all have in 

TTR and the Triumph Nation.  I will look forward 
to seeing all of you there to send 2022 off with a 
good meal and good drink as we anticipate the ar-
rival of 2023 and all it will bring our way. 

 

Cheers and Happy Holidays to all. 
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December 2022 

This month I visited Ricky Robertõs TR6, Charley 
Hubert's TR6, Eric Guenther's TR6 parts, Chris 
Shamaly's TR6 frame parts, and Jan Kovach's 

TR3.  

 

My visit with Ricky was a return visit because I 

fixed his initial issue, and introduced another.  

 

My visit with Charley was one of several, but 
ended with a ride in his TR6 that we had both 

been looking forward to for a very long time. His 
TR6 made it out of the garage, down the driveway 
and around the ôbigõ block and back into the garage 
under its own power. It did not make it to the 
monthly meeting, but we are somewhat happy with 

our baby steps.  

Eric and Chris are also tolerating my baby steps 

on their projects. Jan was able to use his 
overdrive in his TR3 on the Falling Leaves Tour. I 
had a successful month. 

 

As I look back over the month, I am reminded of 
the numerous cars I did not work on. This article 
would be much longer if I were to mention all the 
names and projects awaiting a little more time. It 
would also be much longer if I were to go into any 

significant detail of any of the present projects. 
It would be longer still if I were to mention the 
monthõs details resulting in my contracting COVID 

(before Thanksgiving) and dealing with that. This 

is the second club article I wrote this month, 
because the previous one had nothing to do with 
our cars or successes, and everything to do with 
COVID.  

  

We might need a few failed repairs to remind us 
that not everything always goes as planned. We 
might use big projects to remind us that the little 

chores do add up (eventually). We can use success 
in small steps to remind us that the end goal will 
always be replaced by another. We need holidays 
like Thanksgiving to remind us that not everything 
has to do with our Triumphs. We need things like 

COVID to remind us that we do not have to invite 
every friend and relative over for Thanksgiving 
dinner to enjoy every friend and relative. 

 

I hope your holidays are filled with friends, 
family, health, and triumphs (or Triumphs) (but 
not COVID). 

 

 

 

Jerry at 61 going on 62 (speed and age)  
wondering where he left his windscreen 

Moving Out - after a long time 

Tales of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 
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December 2022 

As many of you know Debbie & I finally were able to 

make the trip to England for the Goodwood Revival this 

September.  We first planned the trip in 2017 with our 

friends & fellow TTR members, James & Beth Jones, 

but hurricane Harvey and later pandemic caused 

multiple postponements.  

 

I thought I would begin this report on the Revival with 

a brief history of the Goodwood Estate which dates to 

the 1670s.  Construction of the first buildings that 

would become an enormous residence of royal 

proportions was begun in the 1720s by Charles, 2nd 

Duke of Richmond.  In the 1830s the 5th Duke of 

Richmond created a first-class horse racing venue that 

would later give way to the modern age of motor racing 

in 1948.  Freddie March, of March Racing fame, AKA the Earl of March, AKA the 9th Duke of Richmond, had 

a passion for motorcycles, motor cars and flying. He 

was the driving force behind the development of the 

airfield and motor racing circuit on the Estate as we 

know it today.   

 

Since 1994 the 11th Duke of Richmond presides as 

Chairman of the Goodwood Group of Companies, which 

includes the Goodwood Road Racing Company. 

Goodwood Revival Report - Hal Sharp      
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December 2022 

The Goodwood Revival is held every September and is 

an exhibition of cars, motorcycles and airplanes that 

represent the best of engineering, artful beauty, and 

speed.  It is truly a treat for the eyes and ears when 

one observes so many wonderful racing machines 

roaring around the circuit.   

 

The visual feast begins even before you enter the 

gates.  Those who drive a pre-1966 car are privileged 

to park in the lot that is closest to the gate and the 

rest of us mortals get to walk through the assembled 

mass of these great cars on our way to admission.   

Goodwood Revival Report - Hal Sharp      
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December 2022 Goodwood Revival Report - Hal Sharp      
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December 2022 

It is amazing how most people in attendance 

participated in the fun of dressing in period clothing 

from the late 1940s to the mid-1960s.  1948-1966 

were the years in which Goodwood was in its hay day as 

a world class motor racing circuit.  The assortment of 

vendors that are encountered once you are inside the 

gates can be overwhelming.  Vintage art, vintage 

clothing, period food & beverage stands, live oldies 

music, and brokers of vintage cars for sale were 

everywhere.  

Even though Jamesõ Steve McQueen Gulf Racing outfit 

was a perfect match for the õ66 Ford GT40, Beth 

wouldnõt let him buy it.   

 

The ladies made a stop for a quick coiffureõs treatment 

in Bettyõs Hair Salon, and we met up with our new 

Triumph friends Pete & Carla Waldren from the 

Central Virginia British Car Club for a photo op.  

Goodwood Revival Report - Hal Sharp       
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December 2022 

Paddock passes granted us up close and personal access to the cars being prepared for competition and their 

crews. The sights, sounds and smells of these thoroughbreds was as exhilarating as it gets for motorheads like 

me.  

Goodwood Revival Report - Hal Sharp       
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December 2022 Goodwood Revival Report - Hal Sharp       
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December 2022 Goodwood Revival Report - Hal Sharp       
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December 2022 Goodwood Revival Report - Hal Sharp       
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December 2022 

The racing program ran like clockwork with the Friday 

& Saturday races serving as practice and qualifying for 

the Sunday Main event for 15 different classes of cars 

from the various years in which they were campaigned.   

One entertaining class was the kids classic pedal car 

race on the front straight.  The kids line up Le Man's 

Start style and sprint across the track to mount their 

cars.  Great fun.  

We walked the entire perimeter of the 2.38 miles 

circuit and enjoyed terrific views of the competitors 

from every angle.   

Goodwood Revival Report - Hal Sharp       
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December 2022 Goodwood Revival Report - Hal Sharp       

From the high-pitched whine of the 1.5- & 2.0-liter 

open wheel GP cars to the ground shaking thunder of 

the motorcycles, unlimited sports prototypes, Alfa 

Romeo Straight Eights and Ferraris, the parade of 

speed was a delight. This year one of the classes, the 

Lavant Cup, was dedicated to a field of 30 MGBs in 

celebration of the 60th year of their introduction. It is 

unfortunate that my numerous videos canõt be shared in 

this newsletter format, but I will be glad to share 

them on my cell phone when you see me at a breakfast 

or TTR meeting. 
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Goodwood was an alternate RAF airbase during WW 

II.  Its origin dates to pre-WW I days when it was 

known as the Westhampnett airfield that Freddie 

March built.  It remains an active general aviation 

facility today, complete with all grass runways. James 

took his flying lessons while he and Beth lived in 

England.    

 

All these vintage aircraft flew in for the entire week 

of the Revival. It is a wonderful collection of great 

military and civilian aircraft.  The highlight of each day 

came after the racecourse closed, and a pair of 

Spitfires would take off and delight the crowd with low 

level passes and coordinated aerobatic maneuvers in 

formation above the airfield.  The Spitfires create an 

awesome sight in the skies and a fitting signal for 

happy hour to begin.  

Goodwood Revival Report - Hal Sharp       
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December 2022 

 

I hope my enthusiasm for our experience has come 

through in this brief commentary, but Iõm sure the 

pictures are much more entertaining. I canõt wait to 

return for another Goodwood Revival.   

 

Cheers,  

Goodwood Revival Report - Hal Sharp       

Story & Photos - Hal Sharp 
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December 2022 

The meeting was called to order at 3:10 by TTR President Hal Sharp. Hal thanked James Moore for hosting 
the meeting. There were 39 people present, 6 proxies, and 2 on the Zoom call for a total of 47, constituting 
a quorum for club business. 

 

Approval of Minutes ð M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last 
Bluebonnet newsletter. 

 

Membership Report ðMike Hado ð reported there are three new members, bringing the current membership 
count to 186 families.    

 

Treasurerõs Report ð Hal Sharp for Mike Rouse ð reported the inflows, outflows, and month-end balance.  
Mike is working with Bob Pennington to get the 2023 Regionals registration website up and running.   

 

Regalia ð James Moore ð had regalia items on hand at the meeting.  John Hanten reported that the process 
to order TTR garden flags is now on the Regalia section of the TTR website.    

 

IT ð Hal Sharp for Bob Pennington ð reported that Mike Rouse and Bob are working to get the 2023 
Regionals registration website up and running.  Mike Hado reported that there was a new distribution 
method for the Bluebonnet that will reduce the file size on email servers.  He asked the group if there were 
any issues with the new method.  None were reported.  

 

Special Events   

 

¶ 2022 Falling Leaves Tour ðMike Woodward reminded that the Falling Leaves Tour will take place 

November 18 ð 20th.  Detailed information will be emailed to the participants soon.  Mike also 
mentioned that the Polar Bear Run is scheduled for January, and details are in the Bluebonnet. 

 

Local Events ðDavid Fowler ð reported that they are looking into a possible hayride to view holiday lights, 
and a possible future Gimmick Rallye. 

 

¶ Christmas Lights Tour ð David Fowler ð reported they are looking into the possibility of a hayride to 
view holiday lights. 

 

¶ Gimmick Rallye ð David Fowler ð reported that he is looking into a possible future Gimmick Rallye. 

 

¶ Holiday Party ð Hal Sharp ð reported that everything is set, and members will receive an Evite 
invitation.  Preferred payment is PayPal via the TTR website. 

 

Breakfast Meetings ð John Barrett ð reported a strong turnout at the recent events.  He also noted that 
the restaurant venue before the Autocross event was less than satisfactory, but it may not be an issue in 
the future. 

 

TTR Meeting Minutes for November 
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December 2022 

New Business   

 

¶ 2023 Regionals Event  

 

 ̄ Registration ð Hal Sharp  - reported that the Hilton Garden Inn is now taking reservations 
for the event, and the Event Registration will be available shortly. Hal encouraged club 
members to register early for the event. 

 ̄ T-Shirt donations ð Hal Sharp ð reminded members to send Triumph t-shirts to Val or Randy 

DeRuiter for Valõs quilt project. 

 ̄ Silent Auction - Fred Wagner ð reminded members to provide donations for the silent 
auction. 

 

¶ 2022 - 2023 Monthly Meeting Hosts 

 

 ̄ December ð Holiday party 

 ̄ January ð John and Shu Lien Baguley 

 ̄ February ð John Hanten and Nancy Money 

 ̄ March ð Fred Wagner 

 ̄ April ð Dave and Zora Bryant 

 ̄ May ð TBD 

 ̄ June ð Bob and Eileen Grover 

 

¶ Join VTR ð Hal Sharp ð reminded the group to join VTR if you are not already a member.  

 

Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:41.  Minutes recorded and edited by John Hanten. 

 

(M/S/A =   motion made / seconded / approved ) 

TTR Meeting Minutes for November 
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December 2022 

The TTR November Monthly Meeting was hosted by 
James Moore with clear skies and seventy degree 
temperatures. The meeting was well attended with 
many members opting to drive their Triumphs to the 
meeting for some socializing, and to check out the 
newest projects and tools in Jamesõs amazing garage / 
workshop.  Meeting highlights included: 

¶ Mike Woodward, VP of Special Events - provided a 
detailed update of the upcoming Falling Leaves 
Tour. 

¶ Hal Sharp, TTR President - ran through the events 
calendar including: the 2022 Holiday Party; 2023 
Polar Bear Run; and monthly meeting hosts for the 
next few months. 

Photos from the meetingéé... 

Meeting Host James Moore 

TTR November Meeting Photos  
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December 2022 TTR November Meeting Photos  


