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February 2023  

Well friends, so far, the winter of 2023 has begun 
with a whimper. Only a few freezing days and a 
few rainy days and the rest, like today almost 70, 

have been quite suitable for driving a Triumph 
around in the òtop downó mode.  Stick around, that 
is bound to change.  The brave souls who thumbed 
their collective noses at last weekõs weather fore-
cast and joined Mike Woodward for the Polar Bear 

Run were rewarded with a day that presented only 
a couple of light sprinkles.  A couple of drivers 
even spent the day in the òtop downó mode.  Real 
Men, I suppose.  Thanks to Mike & Stephanie for 
planning a fun day of TR travel, good food and 

better drink. 

 

As January draws to a close, we turn our attention 

to the three big events that dominate the Febru-
ary calendar.  The LBC world will again observe 
Drive your Triumph Day in celebration of Sir John 
Blackõs birthday on Feb 10, so get your Triumph 
out there for a drive and send John Hanten a pic-

ture.  Of course, St Valentineõs Day comes next on 
the 14th so donõt forget the flowers, chocolates, 
or something else special for your best girl.  Hou-
ston ends the month by kicking off the Houston 
Livestock Show & Rodeo on February 28, and it 

runs through March 19.  The HLSSR is always cer-
tain to stimulate some cold rainy weather.  Re-
ports from Fred Wagnerõs BBQ Cookoff Commit-
tee are bearing that out.  Their BBQ looks awe-
some, but the weather is not for the faint of 

heart.   

   

For TTR the remainder of this winter and early 
spring will be focused on the final preparations 

for the SC VTR Regionals this April.  As I have 
reported to you in previous Bluebonnets, our Com-
mittee Chairs have been busy laying the ground-
work for months and now is the time that we need 
everyone in our Club to join the effort by volun-

teering to work in one of the committees.  The 
contribution that we need from everyone will 
mostly occur during the last couple of weeks be-

fore and during the four days of the event.  Many 
hands will be needed to make this Regionals Con-
vention the success that we all expect.  We are 

getting reports from several of the other regional 
Clubs that their members are planning to attend, 
and the registration numbers are beginning to pick 
up.  Please get your registration submitted soon 
and book your hotel.  The $89 hotel rooms are go-

ing fast so reserve yours and plan to have a stay-
over in Sugar Land so you wonõt miss any of the 
after-hours fun. 

 

Be well, stay warm and Drive Those Triumphs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the President é  
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February 2023  

Wow. This month has gone by faster than any other so 

far this year. One of the things I enjoy about writing 

my monthly article is that it forces me to look back at 

what I have done or accomplished over the past month. 

Please note that ôdoneõ and ôaccomplishedõ are very 

different terms.  

 

I first mentioned Ericõs TR6 back in June, when I 

pulled the engine and began looking for a new frame. I 

mentioned Carols TR4 when I started working on it. 

Last month I worked on both these cars again, and had 

successful accomplishments on both.  

 

Last month I attached a Topaz TR6 body back to the 

frame. I also worked with James and Randy on John 

Payne's TR6, that I first looked at during the heat of 

summer. I found a little time to share with Bob Grover 

and his TR3. I played with some SUs on Richard Dicks 

TR4. Jamie and I did a few ôlast littleõ things on his TR6 

engine rebuild before taking it for a drive. But all these 

cars will be visited again. Regardless of the 

accomplishments, none are exactly ôdoneõ. 

Jerry at 61 going on 62 (speed and age)  
wondering where he left his windscreen 

Tales of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 

Not Done 

TR4 Accomplishment 

Accomplished - 1 



 

 6 

 

February 2023  

 

But today was different. Rarely do I celebrate the 

feeling of ôdoneõ. Today, I moved Erics car under its 

own power. I only drove it a few feet in the storage 

facility - one small drive for a TR6, but one long drive 

for the wondering mechanic after rebuilding the 

engine, clutch, frame, suspension, brakes, alternatoré I 

did not need to go far to feel the engine, clutch, and 

brakes work. Most of my time was spent on this TR6 

over the past few months. We planned for the car to 

be finished by October, so I am only a few months late.  

 

I kept thinking that the to-do list would start getting 

shorter once the engine was back together and 

installed. Once the engine was installed, it did not take 

long to identify some pesky electrical issues -like non-

working back up lights or a fuse that kept blowing open. 

Once those were resolved, others were identified - like 

the after-market steering wheel was installed, with 

some missing parts, causing the inability of the horn to 

toot. The brake MC sat empty for so long, it did not 

want to play with the new fluid. It seemed for every 

issue resolved, a few more would crop up. When we 

finally started the engine, the alternator pretended to 

work, but not very well. Eventually, the list got shorter.  

 

Today I closed the door to the storage unit with only 

one remaining action item required (by me): install the 

hood. Eric had four new red-line tires put on last week. 

The engine starts and runs smooth. The rusted frame 

has been swapped with a solid powder coated frame. 

The suspension is better than new. The clutch operates 

easily and the gears can be selected without issue. 

Hopefully, the transmission will no longer leak (a lot of) 

oil. The brakes are solid and firm. It has electronic 

ignition now. The gauges function. The lights all work as 

expected. The horn toots reliably when (and only when) 

the button is pressed. The car looks and sounds great. 

It needs a wheel alignment and driven -and the hood 

put back on.  

 

Technically it is not ôdoneõ, but I feel ôaccomplishedõ. I 

will miss visiting Ericõs TR6 in the storage facility. I 

hope you all have had as many accomplishments, or got 

something ôdoneõ.  

Done 

Another Issue 

Accomplished - 2 

Tales of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 
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February 2023  

The 2023 TTR driving season got off to a successful 

start on January 21 with the annual Wayne & Jackie 

Switzer òPolar Bear Runó.  This event provides the 

opportunity to loosen up the mechanical joints in our 

favorite Triumphs, and test drive some of the latest 

updates and modifications made over the winter season. 

 

The trip began with a meet-up at the Starbucks on 

West Road, near Jersey Village in northwest Houston.  

The meet-up location provided the participants with 

the opportunity to grab some coffee and snacks, get 

warm, and spend time socializing with the other 

members as they arrived.  

The weather was a chilly fifty-four degrees, exactly as 

forecast, with overcast skies.  The forecast for the 

day at the drive destination called for 80% chance of 

rain.  This gloomy forecast was responsible for a large 

number of no-shows that had initially signed up for the 

event. Most of the participants elected to keep their 

tops up, but two brave souls kept their tops  down for a 

true Polar Bear experience. 

Gathering in Starbucks 

Warm Nowé...Cold Later Ready to hit the road 

2023 Polar Bear Run 
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February 2023  

The destination this year was up north in Montgomery, 

TX.  The drive route called for a pit stop en route to 

Montgomery, with the first Montgomery destination at 

the Montgomery Farmerõs Market.. 

At 9:45, Mike Woodward, VP of Special Events, held 

the drivers meeting to brief the participants on the 

plans for the trip and go over the route details. The 

participants, all experienced TTR caravanners, listened 

to the briefing details and overall route instructions, 

and jumped into their cars to roll out on schedule at 

10:00. New to this drive was the opportunity to load 

the route instructions using a QR code.  Drivers using 

this technique were spared the need to download and 

print a hard copy of the route instructions.  

Route map 

Grabbing route information via QR codes 

VP-Special Events Mike Woodward   

Top down for true Polar Bear Experience 

2023 Polar Bear Run 
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February 2023  

The route was a leisurely 111 mile drive, with a pit stop 

about 30 miles into the drive at a convenience store to 

stretch and refuel as needed. 

After departure the caravan drivers made their way to 

SH-249 and headed northwest staying on the service 

road.  There was moderate traffic and stop lights at 

the major intersections, but the alternative was to 

drive on SH-249 which is a toll-road in this area.  Many 

of the Triumphs on the drive did not have EZ-Tags so 

the route was selected to bypass any tolls.  The group 

continued to FM-149 and turned north towards 

Montgomery. 

 

  

Ready to begin the drive 

On the road navigating traffic lights 

In the rear view mirroré. 

2023 Polar Bear Run 

Pit stop on FM 149 



 

 10 

 

February 2023  

 

After the Pit Stop, the caravan continued on FM-149 

to Montgomery for the first scheduled stop at the 

Montgomery Farmerõs Market.  The roads became more 

hilly with frequent turns, perfect driving roads for our 

little sports cars.  Along the way the group stopped for 

a photo opportunity, and the rain picked up, but only to 

a slight drizzle.   

 

 

 

 

 

Pit stop conversation 

Nancy dressed for the event TTR caravan - 2023 Polar Bear Run 

Arriving in Montgomery, TX 

2023 Polar Bear Run 
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February 2023  

The Montgomery Farmersõ Market was established in 

2010 as a graduation project by graduates of the 

Montgomery Citizensõ Leadership Academy.  After one 

year the market had grown and the venue was moved to 

its current location. The original mission of the market 

remains the same as originally envisioned:  òa community 

gathering place that features clean, fresh, local food; 

that supports local family farms, food artisans and 

crafters; and, that offers exposure for local 

businesses and non-profit organizations.ò 

 

The market featured a variety of items including baked 

goods, soaps and creams, assorted snacks, and 

handcrafted items.   

Farmerõs Market Ahead! 

Farmerõs Market parking lot 

Montgomery Farmerõs Market  

John Barrett with his new handmade bread 

2023 Polar Bear Run 

Tere and Sam Jeffries - matching Spits 
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February 2023  

The members shopped and checked out the grounds for 

about į hour, and then headed over to lunch at 

Ransomõs Steakhouse & Saloon, a large family-friendly 

restaurant that specializes in steaks and Texas 

favorites.  Many of their menu items feature their own 

home grown beef.  The Polar Bear group was seated at 

three individual tables in the saloon section of the 

building.  Conversation ensuedé.. 

Arriving at Ransomõs Steakhouse 

2023 Polar Bear Run 
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February 2023  

After lunch, the group headed on the next stop on the 

tour, the Bernhardt Winery located in Plantersville, TX.  

The winery is a tourist destination featuring wine 

tasting, live music, and an Indoor Winter Artisan 

Market.  There was a solo guitar player on the outdoor 

stage singing mostly 70õs songs.  The indoor market 

featured mostly craft items including soaps, jewelry, 

and specialty food snacks.  Many of the participants 

elected to try one of the wine flights, and the group 

found seating at a large table in the back room.  The 

rain continued to hold off, but was still forecast for 

later in the afternoon. 

 

After a nice visit at the winery, the participants self-

organized into driving groups and headed back to their 

respective Houston area locations. 

 

Heading to the winery 

Bernhardt Winery - Est 2005 

Arrival - purchase wine tasting tickets 

Winter Artisan Market 

TTR in the Tasting Room 

2023 Polar Bear Run 
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February 2023  

Story: John Hanten, Mike Woodward 

Photos: Fred Wagner, John Hanten 

 

²ŀȅƴŜ ϧ WŀŎƪƛŜ {ǿƛǘȊŜǊ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎŀƪŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 

ŀƴƴǳŀƭ tƻƭŀǊ .ŜŀǊ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  ²ŀȅƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ±tκ9ǾŜƴǘǎ 

tƭŀƴƴŜǊ ŦƻǊ ¢¢w ƛƴ мффс-мффу ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ 

Ƨƻō ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƻǎǎ-ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƻǳǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ {ǘŀǝƻƴ нллм ±¢w {ƻǳǘƘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ aŜŜǘΦ   

²ŀȅƴŜ ƛƴƛǝŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƭŘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǘǊƛǇ ŦƻǊ ¢¢wΣ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ŎƘǊƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ άtƻƭŀǊ .ŜŀǊ 5ǊƛǾŜέΦ  ²ŀȅƴŜ 

ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ά²Latέ ŎŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜǎ όά²ŜŀǘƘŜǊ LƴǎƛŘŜ aƻǊŜ 

tŜǊŦŜŎǘέύ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻǇ ǳǇΦ  

¢ƘŜ {ǿƛǘȊŜǊΩǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ 5Ŝƭ ²ŜōōΩǎ {ǳƴ /ƛǘȅ ƛƴ 

DŜƻǊƎŜǘƻǿƴΣ ¢· ŀƊŜǊ ²ŀȅƴŜ ǊŜǝǊŜŘΦ  ²ŀȅƴŜ ŘƛŜŘ ƻŦ 

ŎŀƴŎŜǊ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нллсΤ WŀŎƪƛŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ {ǳƴ /ƛǘȅΦ {ƻƴ 

5ŀǾŜ ƛǎ ŀ ¢¢w ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ǘƭŀƴǘŀΦ  

όtƘƻǘƻΥ 5ŀǾŜ {ǿƛǘȊŜǊύ 

Wayne & Jackie Switzer 

Event planners - Mike & Stephanie Woodward 

Car # Triumph Member 

1 Spitfire Mike & Stephanie Woodward 

2 -3 Spitfire (2) Tere & Sam Jeffries 

4 Sports 6 John Barrett 

5 TR3 Bill Sysman 

6 TR6 Dave Smith 

7 TR6 Fred Wagner 

8 TR6 Len Myers & Guest 

9 TR6 John Hanten & Nancy Money 

10 TR6 Bryan Roy 

11 MINI David & Allison Fowler 

12 SUV Mike & Sallie Rouse 

13 SUV Gregory & Mindy Sidora 

A total of nineteen TTR members participated in this 

Polar Bear Run in ten Triumphs of various types, and 

three lesser cars, a nice turnout, but diminished from 

initial registration numbers due to the forecasted high 

probability of rain. 

 

Overall, this was a nice start of what will be another 

active event year for the Texas Triumph Register.  Mike 

and Stephanie Woodward are commended for their 

planning and organizing of the event.   

Roster TTR Polar Bear Run History 

2023 Polar Bear Run 
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February 2023  

òA BIG thank you to the TTR for coming out 
to Bellaire High Schoolõs performance of 

Grease the Musical featuring TTRõs own Ella 
Nicholsonõs set designs.  

 

Ellaõs mid-restoration Triumph Herald was the 

head liner of a pre-musical car show. The TTR 
was represented with 14 members, 3 

Spitfires, 2 TR6õs, as well as an MGB from an 
MG club friend and a few non-British show 
cars.  

 

The high school kids LOVED the car show!ó  

 

- Dusty Nicholson 

Ella Nicholson's Herald with Grease stage crew 

The Grease cast gets into the act 

TTR Triumphs at the car show 

Story: Dusty Nicholson 

Photos: Dusty Nicholson, Len Myers 

Ella Nicholsonôs ñGREASEò Car Show 
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February 2023  TTR Meeting Minutes for January 

Meeting called to order at 3:10 by TTR President Hal Sharp. Hal thanked John and Shu-Lien for hosting 
the meeting. There were 39 people present, 7 proxies, and 1 on the Zoom call for a total of 47, 
constituting a quorum for club business. 

 

Approval of Minutes ð M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last 
Bluebonnet newsletter. 

 

Membership Report ð Mike Hado ð reported there are two new members, bringing the current 
membership count to 188 families.    

 

Treasurerõs Report ð Mike Rouse ð reported the inflows, outflows, and month-end balance.  Most of the 
expenses were for the 2022 Holiday Party.  Most of the income was from registrations for the 2023 
Regions in April.   

 

Regalia ð James Moore ð reported that there are lots of T-shirts and caps, but are running short on 
license plate frames.  He welcomes ideas from members for any new regalia items. 

 

IT ð Hal Sharp for Bob Pennington ð no formal report.  Hal mentioned that Bob has been doing a good 
job supporting the club with the registration process from his location overseas. 

 

Special Events   

 

¶ 2023 Polar Bear Run ð Hal for Mike Woodward ð reminded the members that the Polar Bear 

Run is next weekend.  There was a signup sheet at the meeting and there will be an email 

announcement during the week. The route map is in the Bluebonnet and the TTR website. 

¶ 2023 Regionals ð Hal ð reported that the committees have been working hard to get everything 

in place and things are coming along nicely.  He encouraged members to sign up to volunteer to 
help in some aspect of the event. 

¶ Bellaire HS Musical, òGreaseó ð Hal ð reported that Ella Nicholson is part of the cast of her 

high school drama club with a production of Grease on Jan 28.  Her Triumph Herald will be part 
of the onstage props and she is hoping that some TTR members can attend with their Triumphs 
for a fun car show outside the event.  There will be an email describing the opportunity.  
Contact Dusty & Brandi Nicholson if you have questions. 

 

Local Events ðDavid Fowler ð reported that they are planning a Gimmick Rallye in the near future and a 
possible driving tour in February.  Details will be passed along when they are finalized. 
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February 2023  

Breakfast Meetings ð No report, but the breakfast events have been recently well attended with a 
good choice of venues in the rotation. John will welcome ideas for additional restaurants to add to the 
list.  

 

New Business 

 

¶ 2022 - 2023 Monthly Meeting Hosts 

 ̄ February ð John Hanten and Nancy Money 

 ̄ March ð Fred Wagner 

 ̄ April ð Dave and Zora Bryant 

 ̄ May ð Mike & Sallie Rouse 

 ̄ June ð Bob and Eileen Grover 

 ̄ July ð TBD 

 ̄ August ð 

 ̄ September ð  

 ̄ October ð Len Myers 

 ̄ Please contact Hal if you would like to volunteer to host a monthly meeting later this 

year. 

 

¶ Join VTR ð Hal Sharp ð reminded the group to join VTR if you are not already a member.  

 

Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:36.  Minutes recorded and edited by John Hanten. 

 

(M/S/A =   motion made / seconded / approved ) 

TTR Meeting Minutes for January 
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February 2023  TTR January Meeting Photos  

TTR November Meeting Photos  

Meeting Hosts: John & Shu-Lien Baguley 
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February 2023  TTR January Meeting Photos  
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February 2023  TTR January Meeting Photos  

Photos - John Hanten 



 

 21 

 

February 2023  Member News - Mike Hado 

 

New Members: 
 

  Chip Davis, Jensen Beach, FL ð 1976 Java Green TR6 

 

 

 
TTR Birthdays for February 

Linda Myers 1 

Don Moreau 3 

Todd Stephens 5 

Steve Foster  6 

Matt McGinley 7 

Gary Suttles  9 

Virginia Duran 10 

Cynthia McAndrew  10 

Mary Brown 12 

Valerie DeRuiter  12 

Laura Phipps 12 

Susan Call  13 

Margaret Roy  13 

Stephanie Woodward  13 

Angela Harris  15 

Harry Lydick  16 

Sharon Schumann  16 

Tom Sparks  16 

David Fowler 18 

Jake Groves 18 

Philip Comparetto   20 

Jane Lacey 20 

Erik Bach 21 

Anne Heyden  23 

Lee Daniels 24 

Jeff Myers  25 

Cindy McElmurray 26 

Inna Sysman  27 

Maite Bajo 28 

Texas Triumph Register Needs You! 
 

To volunteer to help with the events in the upcoming VTR Regionals 

event that TTR is hosting in late April. 
 

Volunteer workers are needed for various activities including: 

¶ Registration 

¶ Autocross Event 

¶ Funkhana and Le Manõs Start Events 

¶ Guided Drives 

¶ Awards Banquet 

¶ And moreéé.. 

 

Be on the lookout for club emails soliciting your support for this 

significant event. 
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February 2023  

Breakfast Meetings 
Saturday Travelling Breakfasts are back in full swing!  See the schedule be-

low and watch for Mike Hadoõs reminder email for confirmation. 

NOTE; See the Upcoming Events tab on the TTR website for specific in-

formation for all events:  

¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ μ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ όǘŜȄŀǎǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦƻǊƎύ  

Breakfast meetings begin between 7:30 am & 8 am for coffee & we usually eat Breakfast at around 8:00 am.    

Car viewing after Breakfast. 

 

Events 

¶ February 10, 2023 - Drive Your Triumph Day - (See details in following pages)  

¶ February 11, 2023 ð Monthly Meeting ð John Hanten & Nancy Money    (Location details in club email) 

¶ February 18, 2023 ð Katy Rodeo & Livestock Parade ð (See details in following pages)  

¶ March 4, 2023 ð TTR Horses and Hairpins Rally ð (See details in following pages)  

¶ March 11, 2023 ð Monthly Meeting ð Fred Wagner hosting (Location details in club email) 

¶ April 1, 2023 -  2023 Gary Johnston Memorial Annual Bluebonnet Run - (See details in following pages) 

¶ April 8, 2023 ð Monthly Meeting ð David & Zora Bryant hosting (Location details in club email) 

¶ April 19 - 22, 2023 - VTR South Central Regionals, Sugar Land, TX - (See details in following pages) 

¶ July 13 - 16, 2023 - Kastner Cup, Road America, Elkhart Lake, WI - (See details in following pages) 

¶ Sept 28 - Oct 1, 2023 - VTR National Convention, Dillard, GA - (See details in following pages) 

 

 

___ Monthly Meeting      ___ Driving Event      __ Car Show Event      __ Local Special Event  

Date  Location Address 

   

¶ Feb  4, 2023 Busy Bee Caf® 4009 West Broadway, Pearland TX 77581 

¶ Feb 11, 2023 Skeeter's Mesquite Grill 5529 Weslayan Street, Houston, TX 77005 

¶ Feb 18, 2023 Black Bear Diner - Katy 24600 Katy Freeway Suite 900, Katy TX 77494 

¶ Feb 25, 2023 Another Broken Egg Caf® 1912 Wescott Avenue Suite 250, Sugar Land TX 77479 

¶ Mar 4, 2023 Harris County Smokehouse Tomball 14243 FM 2920 Road, Tomball TX 77377 

¶ Mar 11, 2023 Midtown Bar and Grill 415 West Gray St., Houston TX 77019 

   

TTR Club Calendar  

http://www.texastriumphregister.org/upcoming-events/
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February 2023  2023 - Drive Your Triumph Day - February 10 

Dear Fellow Triumph Owner, 

Itôs time to start thinking about Drive Your Triumph Day, Friday, 
February 10, 2023. 

My name is Rye Livingston and I'm with the Triumph Travelers 
Sports Car Club in Northern California, arguably the longest 
active Triumph Club in the world, founded in 1958. 

In 2016 I encouraged members of our club to drive their 
Triumphs on February 10th, to celebrate Sir John Black's 
Birthday, the man who organized Standard's purchase of 
Triumph after WW II, and went on to make the cars we enjoy 
driving today. 

Drive Your Triumph Day has gained momentum every year, 
and last year I received over 600 photos from all over the world: 
Scotland, Ireland, the UK, New Zealand, Australia, South Africa, Uruguay, Netherlands, Switzerland, Finland, 
Canada, Holland, Czech Republic, and of course all over the USA. Iôm hoping we can increase that number 
again this year! 

The concept is straightforward. On February 10th, go for a drive in your Triumph. Take a scenic drive on a 
country road or out to lunch, to the market, to work, wherever. Go for a drive alone or in a big group with your 
local Triumph Club. Take your spouse, buddy, child, grandchild or your dog; then take a photo. The photo is 
mainly of the car, and the owner or passenger if possible, ideally in front of a cool spot, landmark, scenic view 
or in your driveway. If itôs the middle of the winter where you live and your car is in hibernation, or in the 
middle of a restoration, take a photo of it in the garage. Have fun with it. 

Next step is to email a high-resolution photo to driveyourtriumphday@gmail.com, along with some basic 
information: ownerôs name, year and model of car, and place photo was taken (city, state, country). The 
photos will then be published not only in our club newsletter, but also in USAôs national magazine: Vintage 
Triumph Registry, and on the Drive Your Triumph Day website: https://driveyourtriumphday.shutterfly.com 

Please feel free to send this on to other Triumph Owners and Triumph Clubs you may know of, and your club 
Activities Chairman and Newsletter editor. Last couple of years some Standard Clubs joined in, which is 
great. 

Be sure to contact me with any questions you may have, and thank you in advance for getting the message 
out to your members and friends to Drive their Triumphs on February 10th. 

Regards, 

Rye Livingston 
 
 
Activities Chairman 
Triumph Travelers Sports Car Club 
1960 Triumph TR3A 
Mobile: 530-FIND-RYE 
DriveYourTriumphDay@gmail.com 

A message from Rye Livingston 

mailto:driveyourtriumphday@gmail.com
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdriveyourtriumphday.shutterfly.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0IaQB2kF_KFocIM5gDNiF-cSXqI7qSdCZXTdBXuCmLVPigVRrCrmGKnRo&h=AT0OaNOhQxNGyAib1NX-goq1Xifcs5XT3xkBltDn768kd-4evKVA-yE8diQwF2Xx3_fxdhkxiYSU0YkKFu2WMbwv315TfBBYKIaDP
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February 2023  

Katy Rodeo & Livestock Parade   
 

February 18, 2023 ï 9:00 departure time 
 
9:00 a.m. at Dick's Sporting Goods, 24600 Katy 

Freeway, Suite 1100A, Katy, TX 77494 
 

Everyone loves a parade!  And there is none more loved 

than the Katy Rodeo & Livestock Parade.  The MG Car 

Club is organizing a group to participate in the parade 

 

Everyone will gather in the parking lot of the Dick's 

Sporting Goods in Katy, along the northside of I-10 and 

then proceed to the parade staging area as a 

group.  We will depart at 9:00 am sharp so please make 

sure you arrive plenty early with your car and stomach 

well fueled.  Although not required, we encourage you 

to dress in period costume and possibly decorate your 

car in its parade best. 

 

After the parade, those interested will head to Midway 

BBQ for brunch. 

 

If you plan to participate in this event, please 

register asap on the Houston MG Car Club website 

so that they can provide the parade organizer's the 

number of cars that will be participating; the 

organizers need this information one week prior to the 

event.  

 

Link:  Houston MG Car Club - Katy Rodeo & Livestock 

Parade (wildapricot.org) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TTR Horses and Hairpins Rally   
 

Saturday March 4 - North Houston  
 

¶ 9:15 Driversõ Meeting and instructions  

¶ 9:30 first cars head out  
 

Everyone loves a leisurely scenic country drive especially 
with lots of hairpin turns ð and a few other twists, 
because itõs a gimmick rally!   

 

Firstly, consider grabbing breakfast that morning just a 
couple of miles down the road with the Travelling 
Triumph group at the Harris County Smokehouse in 
Tomball (see separate details in Bluebonnet). Donõt worry 
if you are delayed a little there; there is a staggered 
start to the rally with a couple of minutes intervals 
between cars. 

 

Secondly, we shall meet and start the rally at òOn the Goó 
Shell Station at 15215 FM 2920 in North Houston. If you 
are coming from the South on FM249, stay on 249 Toll-
road to the Tomball, 2920 exit OR take the last free exit 
(Boudreaux Rd) and stay on the feeder road for the next 
2 to 3 miles to FM 2920, then turn left / West on 
FM2920 for a short distance. There are traffic lights at 
the Shell station for safe ingress and egress. 

 

For those new to the genre, a gimmick rally entails 
following a prescribed route and directions and answering 
competitive but fun clues about sights along the way. 
Cars will head out at 2 to 3 minutes intervals (depending 
on the number of participants.) We especially chose 
secondary roads with lots of curves and some hairpin 
twists.   

 

It is advisable to have a navigator and scribe ð so why not 
bring the family, a friend, a date, or a guest and future 
TTR member? However, you can still enjoy the country 
and curvy roads, without answering any questions, if you 
prefer, especially if driving solo. 

 

Thirdly, we shall all reunite at a common destination 
restaurant for an early lunch, so feel free to also drive 
out under your own steam and meet us there at Philõs 
Roadhouse & Grill (offering a variety of reasonably priced 
dishes) at 14075 Liberty St, Montgomery TX 77316 (aka 
FM149) and located just south of Hwy 105. The rally 
concludes here in proximity to a choice of backroads and/
or toll-roads and motorways back to Houston. 

 

Additional information will be forthcoming in a club email. 

 

2023 - Upcoming Local Events 

https://houstonmgcarclub.wildapricot.org/event-5113546
https://houstonmgcarclub.wildapricot.org/event-5113546
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February 2023  

2023 Gary Johnston Memorial  

Annual Bluebonnet Run 
 

Mark your calendar for April 1, 2023, when we will 
embark on our annual Gary Johnston Memorial 
Bluebonnet run. This year we will be heading out 
after breakfast on Highway 290 to the 

picturesque town of Chappell Hill, which is at the 
epicenter of Bluebonnets in Texas. There will be 
many photo opportunities to be had here amongst 
the State flower. 

 

 

From Chappell Hill we head north enjoying classic 
LBC roads on our way to Independence, Texas to 
take in the delights of the Antique Rose Emporium 
where you can enjoy not only the Bluebonnets but 
one of the largest selections of roses in the 

State. 

 

 

Our countryside tour then continues on to Los 
Cabos Mexican Grill & Steakhouse in Brenham for 
lunch. 

After a sumptuous lunch one can either return to 
Houston on 290 or take the picturesque route 
home via the Pleasant Hill winery, one of the 

finest in the State. 

 
For more information and to register please email 
Mike Woodward at: 

 

 mike.woodward@sbcglobal.net  

2023 Bluebonnet Run Information - April 1 

mailto:mike.woodward@sbcglobal.net
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February 2023  
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February 2023  2023 South Central VTR Regionals Sponsors 
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February 2023  

Texas Triumph Register invites you to 2023 Regionals 

 

The Texas Triumph Register is pleased  to extend this advance invitation to 
all of you to the 2023 VTR South Central Regionals to be held April 19-22 in 
Sugar Land, Texas.  The theme will be a 70th Anniversary Celebration of the 
introduction of the TR2.  Our host hotel, the Sugar Land Hilton Garden Inn, 
is centrally located very near to all of the driving event venues and provides 

spacious meeting and dining room capacity for all of the onsite 
activities.  The Farm Roads of west Harris and Ft Bend Counties offer 
plenty of non-freeway driving opportunities on which to enjoy unique sights 
and attractions while taking your Triumph on one or more of the planned 
driving tours.   

 

For Registration and Event information please visit our website at: 

 VTR South Central Regionals 2023 | Texas Triumph (texastriumphregister.org)   

for direct links to register and make hotel reservations. The Hilton Garden 
Inn has a limited number of rooms reserved for us for $89 per room per 
night, including a free breakfast.  (If booking by phone the discount code is 
SCVTR) 

 

As your club begins planning for next year, we hope you will put the South 
Central VTR Regionals on your schedule and make preparations to attend. 

 

For general information contact Hal Sharp, TTR President and Regionals 
Chairperson  ð 832-423-7138 

 

For registration specific information contact Mike Rouse, Regionals 
Registration Chairperson  ð 281-554-4878 

 

We are looking forward to seeing you in Sugar Land in April 2023. 

 

Best regards, 

 

 

 

 

 

Hal Sharp 

TTR President and 2023 VTR South Central Regionals Chairperson 

2023 South Central VTR Regionals Information 

http://www.texastriumphregister.org/regionals_2023/
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February 2023  2023 Kastner Cup Information 
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February 2023  2023 VTR National Triumph Challenge Information 




