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Well, we did it!  The 2023 VTR SC Regionals is in 
the books and has been widely praised by our 
many out of town participants as òthe best event 

everó.  TTR has continued our string of hosting 
successful VTR events at both Regional and Na-
tional levels.  I am incredibly proud of our entire 
team of TTR volunteers who made it so success-
ful.  Most especially our Committee Chairs who 

planned for nine (9) months to make it hap-
pen.  Thanks to every one of you. 

 

Later on in this issue you will find our Editor, John 
Hantenõs recap article which focuses on the com-
petition, the competitors, and the winners in all of 
the events. One really special item that we should 
celebrate is that Nancy Money was awarded the 

Millie Rose Phillips Spirit Award.  That award is 
sponsored by the Red River Triumph Club to honor 
the memory of Millie Phillips who was a long time 
member and strong Triumph supporter in their 
club until her passing a few years ago.  It is one of 

only three Regional awards that are celebrated 
each year in our region.  Itõs a big deal and Nancy 
should be congratulated for being recognized.   

 

John Hanten has put forth another great idea fol-
lowing Regionals.  He plans to create a special  
òRegionals Photo Albumó that will be issued in a 
future month.  That album will be loaded with 
many more photos and descriptions in greater de-

tail of our Regionals and the awards won by TTR 
members.  It will be something to look forward to. 

 

Those of you who attended our April monthly 
meeting will recall that the slate of 2023-24 TTR 
officer candidates was approved and will be voted 
on in the upcoming meeting on May 13.  You will be 
receiving the meeting notice and directions to the 

home of our hosts, Sallie and Mike Rouse, in the 
coming days.  As a reminder, the slate of officers 
is as follows: 

 

 

TTR Officer Nominations.  (These officers make 
up the TTR Executive Committee)  

¶ President,                        Hal Sharp 

¶ VP ð Special Events,         Mike Woodward 

¶ VP-Local Events,               David Fowler 

¶ Treasurer,                        Mike Rouse 

¶ Secretary,                        John Hanten 

 

TTR Non-Executive Committee Officers. 

¶ Membership/Historian,     Mike Hado 

¶ Bluebonnet Editor,            John Hanten 

¶ Webmaster,                      Bob Pennington 

 

Thatõs it for now, and what a month we had in 
April.  Get those Triumphs out and enjoy the open 

road. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the President é  
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ôHomeõ is what some of us called the Sugar Land Hilton 

Hotel for a few days while attending the VTR. My 

òworkó is typically accomplished at the home of the car 

needing attention. With so many Triumphs parked at 

the Hilton, the wondering mechanic did not have to 

wander far. Before registration opened, a TR6 and a 

TR4 were broken down in the parking lot along with 

several parked Triumphs that had not yet broken down 

this week. Working from ôhomeõ has never been the 

same -because I was on vacation. 

 

The broken down TR6 was towed into the parking lot as 

the last leg of a trip from Kansas City. The TR6 had a 

clutch hydraulic failure forcing the owner to try 

rebuilding the master cylinder in the parking lot. He 

had a rebuild kit and all the needed tools with him. 

After a small group of participants formed, scouring 

the parking lot, Prudence found the part of the master 

cylinder that had leaped out and tried to run away from 

home. The owner was having a great vacation, even 

though most of it was spent making his TR6 functional. 

Overnight delivery from two different suppliers were 

unable to provide the needed part. Young Fred 

presented the owner with a new master cylinder. Fellow 

TTR member Tim unsuccessfully assisted in a bleeding 

event of the clutch slave, to no avail. Rebuilding the 

slave was equally as unproductive. Eventually the TR6 

functioned well enough to escape the awards ceremony 

where he earned the ôtough luck awardõ. Barretõs 

brother will deliver the award, assuming they both 

make it home.  

 

However, come Sunday morning, another lucky TR6 

owner with a rebuild kit in hand was tending to his own 

slave cylinder before heading home.  

 

Tim needed a jump start in his TR6 before he could 

head home. 

 

The broken down TR4 had a jammed gearbox selector 

after the spring pushed out the anti-rattle ball. I 

assisted Mike Hado in the parking lot so this TR4 could 

compete in other events, eventually requiring a push 

start. A little farther down the road, a new battery 

was purchased. Old batteries always wait for a good 

day to die - like the one-day-old battery in a TR8 that 

did not make it out of the garage after it was packed 

for this event. (Sorry, the TR8 may have been 

registered for the event, but it broke down at home, 

not our home hotel, so it will not be mentioned in this 

article.) 

 

I was part of the team performing tech inspections in 

the parking lot. We lost count of the number of loose 

batteries needing a simple adjustment. We found a 

loose steering link significant enough to warrant a 

return trip home on a trailer. We pointed out a non-

working brake light on a TR3. This TR3 did not fail the 

technical inspection until we noticed his missing 

battery hold down. The TR3 eventually took a few laps 

around the autocross, although not completely within 

the set boundaries.  

 

At least one TR6 horn stopped working after the 

engine bay was steam cleaned. Another TR3 failed to 

start after the concourse show (where he won first 

place) but all it needed was to be politely asked, after 

securing the battery disconnect. The same TR3 

refused to start at the end of a dinner drive after 

everyone but a single TR6 left him in the dark parking 

lot. Luckily the TR6 driver was well versed in how to 

whisper to a starter solenoid, and then everyone made 

it Triumphantly home. 

 

Local TTR member Jolly registered with her Spitfire, 

but ran out of gas on her way home (she did not stay at 

the host hotel). A newer club member offered to help 

in his lesser car because yet another participant 

quickly offered a gas can with a few gallons of gas from 

his Triumph trailer. They made it to the gas station 

Jerry at 61 going on 62 (speed and age)  
wondering where he left his windscreen 

Tales of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 
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without problem, but she lost her brakes on the way 

home. Knowing the Spit would fail the technical 

inspection, she spent the entire day of autocross 

volunteering with me. She was as jovial in her Spitless 

participation as when she competes. 

 

Another TTR member blew a hole in a lower radiator 

hose of his Stag. Assuming he could probably rig 

something that would get him home, he spent some time 

under the hood with other participants, tape, clamps, 

bubble gum, clothes clips -whatever it took to stop the 

leak. I do not know if he made it all the way back home 

or not, but it was gallant effort and he at least made a 

few local drives after staggering in the spacious 

parking lot. 

 

The autocross can test a vehicle like no other method. 

A Spitfire ended with a stuck throttle cable. A TR6 

ended without a clutch -technically it made all its runs 

with both drivers. During the start of a ôfun runõ the 

clutch was dumped for the last time. A borrowed 

trailer got it home. Another TR6 driven from Louisiana 

had a complete failure of his dual carb linkage. 

Someone within hearing distance happened to carry a 

spare dual carb linkage in the trunk, and helped him fix 

it up while waiting in line for the autocross. He still had 

to borrow a battery hold down, get his car inspected 

and borrow a helmet before he could take first place in 

his autocross class.  

Another TR6 had the dreaded òthe engine will run, but 

only while the key is in the start positionó situation. 

The broken linkage participant from Louisiana provided 

some wire and connectors so we could make a pluggable 

òhot wireó so it could limp home.  

Staggering 

TR6 Linkage 

òHot-wiredó TR6 

Tales of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 
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Yet another TR6 competitor returned to the paddock 

to find a flat tire after a successful set of autocross 

runs. Luckily the Holidays bring a compressor and tire 

plug kit when they travel on holidays. They had her 

fixed up before some were aware of the issue.  

 

I think I saw a TR8 adding power steering fluid 

between heats. He recognized the squeal, but it is 

barely worth mentioning because it didnõt even take a 

whole quart -how bad could the leak be? 

 

I was only at the home hotel for a few days, and 

relatively busy, so probably unaware of most issues. 

Now that VTR is over, my vacation is over.  

 

I returned home in the rain with my autocross numbers 

bleeding down my doors like mascara. I can return to 

working on cars at othersõ homes and stop working from 

home. I am grateful that so many owners can, and do, 

help so many others, regardless of where home might 

be. Our cars may not be extremely reliable, but our 

owners are. 

Tales of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 

Story: Jerry Gruss 

Photos: Bob Dowling, Randy DeRuiter, Jerry Gruss, John Hanten 

Mascara 
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2023 Gary Johnston Bluebonnet Run 
  

The 2023 TTR driving season continued with the 27th 

running of the annual Gary Johnston Memorial 

Bluebonnet Run on April 1, 2023. This event is held 

each spring and timed to hopefully coincide with a 

location and date to enable viewing of Texas 

wildflowers, particularly bluebonnets. The target 

viewing area is usually west of Houston, with pit-stops 

for fuel, sightseeing stops for Bluebonnets and other 

wildflowers, and ends with a group lunch.  The event is 

named after Gary Johnston, a very active and 

energetic TTR member and officer in the late 80õs - 

early 90õs who died in 1991 while co-piloting a 

corporate aircraft in Borneo.  

  

This was the second official TTR drive in 2023 

following the successful Polar Bear Run in January. 

The TTR turnout for this event was large and again 

reflected the desire to get out and drive our cars, 

enjoy the weather, see the wildflowers, and do some 

socializing.  The driverõs briefing meeting was 

scheduled for 9:00, and by then TTR participants had 

arrived from many locations in the Greater Houston 

area including Magnolia, Spring, Cypress, Belaire, Katy, 

Sugar Land, and League City.  The drive departed on 

schedule at 9:30. 

  

Meet-Up 

  

This year the drive began with a Meet-Up at the 

Starbucks restaurant on West Road, in the Jersey 

Village area of Houston, a convenient launch point for 

the drive with a large parking area for the event 

  

Bluebonnets in Texas 

  

Texas designated the bluebonnet as the official 

state flower in 1901. Bluebonnet flowers were 

named for the blue color and sunbonnet-shaped 

petals. 

  

Bluebonnets are not  just the state flower - Texas 

has also designated an official bluebonnet tartan, 

bluebonnet city (Ennis, Texas), bluebonnet trail 

(also in Ennis), bluebonnet festival (Chappell Hill 

Bluebonnet Festival), and bluebonnet flower song. 

The Bluebonnet also happens to be the name of 

the multi-award-winning newsletter of the Texas 

Triumph Register! 

Gary Johnston Memorial Bluebonnet Run 

Starbucks - West Road, Houston 
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staging and socializing, and coffee and snacks inside 

for those wanting to top-up before heading out.  By 

design, the meet-up location was scheduled by TTR 

Breakfast Coordinator John Barrett to be very close to 

the TTR Saturday breakfast meeting, so many of the 

participants already had one TTR event under their 

belt before starting the Bluebonnet drive. 

  

The weather was a perfect 70 degrees at the start 

with most participants electing tops-down for the 

drive. 

  

At 9:00, Mike Woodward, VP of Special Events, held 

the drivers meeting to brief the participants on the 

plans for the trip and go over the route details. Route 

packages had been sent out in advance and were 

available for downloading at the meeting via QR code. 

Following the driverõs briefing, the participants hopped 

in their cars and headed out on the run  at 9:30 as per 

schedule. 

  

The initial route followed the Beltway 8 service road to 

Highway 290, and then a straight shot to Chappell Hill, 

TX for a pit stop at the large Sunoco Station.  There 

were some wildflowers along the way and the heavy 

traffic made caravanning on that section difficult.  

Ready to hit the road 

2023 Bluebonnet Run Route 

Roadside Yard Art for Sale 

Wildflowers along the way 

Gary Johnston Memorial Bluebonnet Run 

Mike Woodward briefing the participants 
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Everyone arrived without incident at the pit stop for a 

few minute break to take care of any automotive and 

personal business that might have been required.  

 Following the pit stop the group headed out on back 

roads colorized with patches of bluebonnets and Indian 

paintbrushes.   

Pit Stop - Large Sunoco Station 

At the Pit Stop 

Heading to the Rose Emporium 

Colorful Caravan 

Perfect Back Roads 

Gary Johnston Memorial Bluebonnet Run 
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Antique Rose Emporium 

 

After about ten miles of scenic driving, the group 

arrived at the Antique Rose Emporium, a large boutique 

nursery and gift shop specializing in Antique Roses.  By 

prior arrangement, the group of Triumphs were parked 

together in a large field providing photo opportunities 

for the participants as well as the customers who 

flocked to the gathering to see the colorful cars. 

 

 

The group used the į hour allocated at the stop to 

roam the grounds and do some shopping.  At the end of 

the period there were several Triumphs with newly 

acquired rose bushes in the open rear seat or poking 

out through an unzipped rear window. 

 

Antique Rose Emporium 

Something for Everyone 

Make room for the Plant! 

Gary Johnston Memorial Bluebonnet Run 
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Field of Dreams 

 

From the Rose Emporium it was a 7 mile drive along 

back roads to the òField of Dreamsó, a spectacular 

wildflower field discovered by accident on the 

Bluebonnet Run in 2016.  The location of the field was 

recorded at that time and has been incorporated into 

the annual run ever since.   

 

This year the bluebonnets were out but were past their 

peak bloom, and the Indian paintbrushes had taken over 

the color showcase.  The nineteen Triumphs were 

parked along the narrow road which provided for some 

great photo opportunities.  Mike Woodward took the 

opportunity to assemble the participants for a photo 

opportunity the field in the background.  Although the 

camera was shooting into the sun, the resultant photo 

provides a visual memento of the group and the field. 

 

 

Heading to Lunch Field of Dreams - Indian Paintbrushes Rule! 

Photo Opportunity 

Gary Johnston Memorial Bluebonnet Run 
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Lunch Stop 

 

After viewing the bluebonnets, the group drove for 

about ten miles to Brenham, TX., for lunch at Los 

Cabos, a large Tex-Mex restaurant right by Highway 

36.  Mike Woodward had arranged to be seated as a 

group at several tables in the back room.  The food was 

good, the portions were enormous, and the socializing 

was funéoverall a good time. 

 

After Lunch 

 

Following lunch, some of the participants elected to 

head back to their Houston area homes, and others 

continued to the next stop on the trip ð the Texas Star 

Winery, about nine miles down the road.  The winery  

group relaxed, sampled some wine, and hung out until 

the 3:00 closing time to make room for the Houston 

Porsche Club, on their annual Bluebonnet Run. 

Los Cabos Mexican Grill - Brenham, TX 

Gary Johnston Memorial Bluebonnet Run 
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/ŀǊ 

І 
¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ aŜƳōŜǊ 

1 TR6 Mike & Sallie Rouse 

2 Spitfire John Barrett 

3 TR4 Jim & Kathy Hartzog 

4 Stag Ron Stein & Kat 

5 TR3A Clark & Jane McKinley 

6 TR3 Ken & Sherri Wasilewski 

7 TR6 Dave & Zora Bryant 

8 MGB Mike & Stephanie Woodward 

9 TR6 Debbie & Hal Sharp 

10 TR6 Beth & James Jones 

11 TR6 Bryan Roy 

12 Spitfire Sam & Tere Jeffries 

13 TR6 John Hanten & Nancy Money 

14 TR6 Gary Myers 

15 TR3A Dave Steitz 

16 TR7 John & Shu-lien Baguley 

17 Spitfire Matt & Kathy Walker 

18 TR6 Andreas & Someone Zimmer 

19 TR6 Dave Smith 

20 TR4 Mike & Marie Hado 

21 SUV Bob & Eileen Grover 

22 Hyundai  John & Cindy Blum 

23 Miata David & Allison Fowler 

 

Summary 

 

Overall, this was an outstanding event with a great 

route, nice roads, perfect weather, and good 

wildflower displays.  As usual, there was a great driving 

package developed, and good communication regarding 

all aspects of the event.  Thanks to event arrangers 

Mike and Stephanie Woodward! 

  

Relaxing in the Winery 

DŀǊȅ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 

.ƭǳŜōƻƴƴŜǘ wǳƴ  

Story: John Hanten, Mike Woodward 

Photos: John Hanten, Mike Woodward  

Mike & Stephanie Woodward 

Gary Johnston Memorial Bluebonnet Run 



 

 15 

 

May 2023  

The meeting was called to order at 3:10 by TTR President Hal Sharp. Hal thanked Dave and Zora Bryant 
for hosting the meeting, and Fred Wagner and John Baguley for arranging the Zoom conference. There 
were 32 people present, 4 proxies, and 2 Zoom attendees for a total of 40, constituting a quorum for 

club business.   

 

Angela Harris - Hal reported the recent passing of long-time member Angela Harris, wife of former 

TTR President and Bluebonnet Editor Jeff Harris, and member since 1994. Further details were not 
available on the date of the meeting. 

 

Franz Bachman ð Hal also reported the passing of Franz Bachman, a long-distance TTR member 

(Florida) and regular participant in VTR National and Regional events, and TTR FOG Tours.  There was 
M/S/A to approve $250 club donation to Boy Scouts of America, his designated charity.   
 

Approval of Minutes ð M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last 
Bluebonnet newsletter. 
 

Membership Report ð Mike Hado ð reported the current membership is 193 families.  Mike also 
reminded that club dues are due in May each year and can be paid by check or online.  
 

Treasurerõs Report ð Mike Rouse ð reported the inflows, outflows, and month-end balance.   

 

Regalia ð no report. 
 

IT ð no report. 

 

Special and Local Events  

 

¶ 2023 Bluebonnet Run ðDavid Fowler ð provided a brief recap of the Bluebonnet Run on April 1. 

 

¶ Local events - David Fowler - reported that there are lots of options in upcoming months and he 

has voting sheets for members to express interest in possible event. 

 

¶ 2023 Regionals ð Hal ð reported that the event is 11 days out and the committees have been 

working hard to get everything in place.  There are 83 Registrations as of the meeting date. He 

also reminded attendees there is still time to volunteer to help at the event.     

 

Breakfast Meetings ð John Barrett reported that 13 people attended breakfast this morning, a 

relatively good turnout on a holiday weekend with a monthly meeting.  He also reported that one 
restaurant has been dropped from the rotation due to consistently slow service. 

 

 

TTR Meeting Minutes for April 
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New Business  
 

¶ TTR Officer Elections ð Hal Sharp ð reminded the attendees that they can volunteer for an 

officer position, and elections are held at the May meeting.  As of now the slate of officers are: 
 

 ̄ President ð Hal Sharp 

 ̄ VP Special Events ð Mike Woodward 

 ̄ VP Local Events ð David Fowler 

 ̄ Treasurer ð Mike Rouse 

 ̄ Secretary ð John Hanten 
 

There was M/S/A to approve the slate to be voted on at the May meeting. 

 

¶ 2023 Holiday Party ð Pru Gruss ð reported on plans to-date that have been made for the 2023 

Holiday Party.  The event is scheduled for Sunday, December 3, at Maggianoõs Little Italy 
restaurant on Post Oak Blvd near the Galleria.  The current cost target is $43 per person with an 

equal amount subsidized by the club.  There will be an upstairs private room and family style 
serving.  Pru will provide more information regarding menu selection.  M/S/A to continue with the 
planning. 

 

¶ 2023 Monthly Meeting Hosts 
 

 ̄ May ð Mike & Sallie Rouse 

 ̄ June ð Bob and Eileen Grover 

 ̄ July ð Mike and Stephanie Woodward 

 ̄ August ð TBD 

 ̄ September ð Kenny and Lisa Daves  

 ̄ October ð Len Myers 

 ̄ Please contact Hal if you would like to volunteer to host a monthly meeting later this year. 
 

¶ Regionals Silent Auction Event ð Fred Wagner ð reminded the group that the Silent Auction 

Event at the Regionals is a good opportunity to donate slightly-used (or unused) Triumph parts to 

the auction.  

 

¶ Join VTR ð Hal Sharp ð reminded the group to join VTR if you are not already a member.  

 

Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:41.  Minutes recorded and edited by John Hanten. 

 

(M/S/A =   motion made / seconded / approved ) 

 

TTR Meeting Minutes for April 
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May 2023  TTR April Meeting Photos  

TTR November Meeting Photos  

Meeting Hosts - Dave & Zora Bryant 
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TTR November Meeting Photos  

TTR April Meeting Photos  
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TTR November Meeting Photos  

TTR April Meeting Photos  

Photos - Fred Wagner, John Hanten 
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May 2023  Member News - Mike Hado 

 

New Members: 
 
 

No new members this month 

Remembering: 
 

Franz J. Bachman -  of Crestview, Florida, passed away from a terminal 

illness on Sunday, March 26, 2023, at the age of 77 surrounded by loved 

ones in his home. Franz was a remote member of TTR since 2018, and a 
frequent participant in the FOG Tours, and Regional and National events.  

He is known for driving to those events towing his custom TR3 trailer. 

Our condolences go out to 

his wife Monica and the rest 

of the family.  TTR is making 

a donation of $250 to the 

Boy Scouts of America, his 

designated charity. 

 

 

 

Angela Harris -  longtime TTR member 

and wife of former TTR President Jeff 

Harris passed away on March 31, 2023.  

Additional details will be provided at a 

later time. 

 

 
TTR Birthdays for May 

 

Mary Jo Coselli 5 

Gretchen Pindell 5 

Lisa Daves 6 

Donna Liversidge 6 

Terri Bigsby 7 

Kim Kanyuck 8 

Jim Pivirotto 8 

Sam Jeffries 9 

Tonda Macy 9 

Diane Pivirotto 9 

Cappy Phipps 13 

Sherri Wasilewski 21 

Steve Drake 22 

Evan Pyles 22 

Jeff Kaiser 25 

Isabel Astorga 26 

Rebecca Bach 27 

Tamatha Clark 27 

Jennifer Vukelich (VA) 27 

Wendy Maboudian 28 

Brenda Noll 28 

Ricky Roberts 28 

Jeff Harris 30 

Texas Triumph Register Needs You! 
 

To vote for the slate of officers by the May 13 

monthly meeting. 

 

The vote-proxy form and instructions are on the 

following page. 
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Breakfast Meetings 
Saturday Travelling Breakfasts are back in full swing!  See the schedule be-

low and watch for Mike Hadoõs reminder email for confirmation. 

NOTE; See the Upcoming Events tab on the TTR website for specific in-

formation for all events:  

¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ μ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ όǘŜȄŀǎǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦƻǊƎύ  

Breakfast meetings begin between 7:30 am & 8 am for coffee & we usually eat Breakfast at around 8:00 am.    

Car viewing after Breakfast. 

 

Events 

¶ May 6-7, 2023 - Keels & Wheels Concours, Lakewood Yacht Club, Seabrook, TX - Details  

¶ May 13, 2023 - Monthly Meeting - Mike & Sallie Rouse hosting  (Location details in club email)  

¶ June 10, 2023 - Monthly Meeting - Bob and Eileen Grover hosting  (Location details in club email) 

¶ June 19-23, 2023 - TRA National Meet, Hueston Woods State Park near Oxford, OH.  (Details at TRA 

2023|Triumph Register of America national meet 2023|Hueston Woods, OH (miamivalleytriumphs.org)) 

¶ July 13 - 16, 2023 - Kastner Cup, Road America, Elkhart Lake, WI - (See details in following pages) 

¶ Sept 28 - Oct 1, 2023 - VTR National Convention, Dillard, GA - (See details in following pages) 

 

 

 

 

___ Monthly Meeting      ___ Driving Event      __ Car Show Event      __ Local Special Event  

Date  Location Address 
   

¶ May 6, 2023 Harris County Smokehouse Katy 222 W. Grand Parkway South, Katy TX 77494 

¶ May 13, 2023 Goode Company Taqueria 4902 Kirby Drive, Houston TX 77098 

¶ May 20, 2023 Cypress Breakfast House 12344 Barker Cypress Road Ste. 120, Cypress TX 

¶ May 27, 2023 Black Walnut Caf® Memorial 5512 Memorial Drive, Houston TX 77007 

¶ June 3, 2023 Another Broken Egg Caf® 1912 Wescott Avenue Suite 250, Sugar Land TX 77479 

¶ June 10, 2023 Skeeter's Mesquite Grill 5529 Weslayan Street, Houston, TX 77005 

   

TTR Club Calendar  

http://www.texastriumphregister.org/upcoming-events/
https://keels-wheels.com/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.miamivalleytriumphs.org%2Ftra-2023&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf8004c5e220543523d5108db478784e6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638182419601283496%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAw
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.miamivalleytriumphs.org%2Ftra-2023&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf8004c5e220543523d5108db478784e6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638182419601283496%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAw


 

 22 

 

May 2023  

THE GULF COAST TRIUMPH ASSOCIATION, INC. D/B/A TEXAS TRIUMPH         

REGISTER ANNUAL MEETING PROXY 

 

Proxy voting instructions: 

 

If you are a member in good standing of The Gulf Coast Triumph Association, Inc. d/b/a Texas Triumph Register and 

unable to attend the annual meeting on May 13, 2023 please indicate your approval or disapproval of the 2023-2024 slate 

of officers listed below. Indicate your preference by forwarding your email reply to 

 info@texastriumphregister.org .   

 

Simply state that you give your proxy vote of approval or disapproval of the slate of officers to the President of said cor-

poration, Hal Sharp, who will cast all proxy votes according to the preferences indicated by members.  

 

Slate of officers for the 2023-2024 elected term: 

 

President: Hal Sharp 

 

Vice President - Special Events: Mike Woodward 

 

Vice President ï Events Coordinator: David Fowler 

 

Treasurer:  Mike Rouse 

 

Secretary: John Hanten 

 

Membership Coordinator/Historian: Mike Hado 

 

Regalia Coordinator: James Moore 

 

Bluebonnet Editor: John Hanten 

 

Annual Meeting Proxy 

mailto:info@texastriumphregister.org
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May 2023  2023 Kastner Cup Information 
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May 2023  2023 VTR National Triumph Challenge Information 
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May 2023  National Triumph Clubs 

.ŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ±¢w aŜƳōŜǊ 

The Vintage Triumph Register 
has its benefits.  A national 
club of Triumph enthusiasts 
spanning the globe needs you 
as a member.  Affiliate club 
membership is not an auto-
matic membership to VTR. 

Some of the benefits: 

¶ The Vintage Triumph Magazine - Our award-
winning bi-monthly color publication. 

¶ 2023 VTR National Meet in Dillard, Georgia 

¶ Access to a large number of local clubs. 

¶ Website with reference material and members-only 
sections covering all Triumph models. 

¶ Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B. 
(Factory trace documents on other Triumph models 
no longer available 

¶ Clothing, regalia, exclusive items 

¶ Specific vehicle consultants and experts 

{ƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǾƛƴǘŀƎŜǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦƻǊƎ  

bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !Ŷƭƛŀǝƻƴǎ 

 

https://vintagetriumphregister.org/
http://www.vtr.org
http://www.triumphregister.com
http://www.6-pack.org
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May 2023  2023 Regionals Event Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2023 VTR South Central Regional Convention was 
held from April 19 - 22, 2023 in Sugar Land, TX with 
The Sugar Land Hilton Garden Inn functioning as the 
host hotel.  The host club for this yearõs event was the 
Houston area Texas Triumph Register, a rotational 
reprisal of the event hosted in 2018 in Conroe, TX. 

 

The Featured Triumph for this yearõs Regional 
Convention was the Triumph TR2, celebrating the 70th 
anniversary of the introduction of this iconic car, the 
first of a long line of Triumph TR Roadsters, ending 
with the TR8.  The host hotel was a medium-sized 
convention facility with a restaurant, ballroom, and 
other facilities to host an event of this type. 

 

The overall schedule is shown at right, with the first 
scheduled events being the several guided drives on 
Thursday, starting at the host hotel.  The last 
scheduled event was the Awards Banquet on Saturday 
night. 

 

Wednesday 

 

The host volunteers moved into the hotel on 
Wednesday afternoon to set up the registration area, 
silent auction room, and be sure that the dedicated 
parking spots for trailers and Triumph cars were 
marked off as planned. Although there were no 
scheduled activities on Wednesday, most of the out-of-
town participants arrived on Wednesday to get settled 
and check out the local landscape. The registration 
desk opened at 4:00, and by the end of the day, many 
of the out-of-town participants and most of the TTR 
group had been registered. 
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May 2023  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Afternoon Arrivals 

Late Afternoon - Lot Nearly Full 

Silent Auction Venue 

More Arrivals 

Early Registration 

Relaxing on the Patio 

2023 Regionals Event Report 
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May 2023  

Thursday 

 

The driving events began on Thursday, with several 
available breakfast runs.  The guided runs were 
organized by Driving Events Coordinator Dave Smith, 
and included a comprehensive package of sixteen drives 
overall, each with a detailed route map and driving 
instructions. 

Later in the day was a Guided Drive to the Hemi 
Hideout, a spectacular private MOPAR muscle car and 
neon sign collection in nearby Pattison, TX. 

The Gimmick Rally was also available on Thursday, 
providing scheduling flexibility for participants to 
choose either Thursday or Friday to run that event. 

2023 Regionals Event Report 

Morning Breakfast Run 

Guided Drive to Hemi Hideout 

Friday Dinner Run 
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May 2023  

Later in the day the Welcome Reception began at the 
hotel at 5:30 with hot hors dõoeuvres and a cash bar.  
The Reception highlights included the first of several 
raffle drawings, welcome words from TTR President 
Hal Sharp, and a Sugar Land welcome provided by 
Sugar Land Mayor Joe Zimmerman.  

 

The TTR photographers worked with the mayor to get 
several photos with the TR2 parked in the grass island 
in front of the hotel.  Nothing was planned after the 
reception, but several nearby restaurants within 
walking distance of the hotel provided multiple dining 
options. 

 

The forecast for the next day was soggy, with a high 
percentage of rain which could cause serious problems 
with the Concours event the next morning. 

2023 Regionals Event Report 

First Raffle - One Night Stay at Host Hotel Sugar Land Mayor Joe Zimmerman Welcoming the 
Group to the City 
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May 2023  

Friday 

During the night a strong thunderstorm rolled through 
the area with high winds and over an inch of rain.  
Fortunately, the storm blew through and by morning 
the skies were clear and the weather was brisk. There 
were several activities scheduled for Friday including 
the Concours and Participantõs Choice car shows, five 
self-guided drives, and the Gimmick Rallye in the 
afternoon.  Late in the afternoon there were five 
available dinner drives.   

 

Concours 

 

The Concours / Participantõs Choice event was held on 
Friday morning at Sugar Land Memorial Park.  The park 
is a nicely wooded venue with a small lake, a Veterans 
Remembrance Tower. and a large covered pavilion.  
Arrangements with the Sugar Land Parks & Recreation 
Department allowed TTR to use most of the paved 
parking spaces available, as well as dedicated use of 
the Pavilion during the event. 

 

The cars were parked by class in their designated 
spaces ~ 9:30, and judging began at 10:00 and ran 
through 1:00.  Although the pavement was wet in some 
places early in the morning, the paved parking actually 
worked to the advantage of the event.  Parking on the 
grass, even if it had been an option, would have been a 
soggy mess.  Overall there were about 100 cars on the 
show field, up significantly from past regional events. 
Advance arrangements with TTR photographer Paul 
Stirling allowed for quality photo documentation of all 
of the cars in the show that was later used Saturday 
night at the awards banquet. 

Hal Sharp, Drew Holliday, and Mayor Zimmerman 

Old Friends 

2023 Regionals Event Report 

Reception in Full Swing 

Concours Judging Underway Just one more Raffle Ticket 


