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Greetings everyone and Happy week of July 
4th.  Its time to remember and celebrate the 
freedoms we enjoy and that many have sacrificed 

all to gain and maintain them.  Letõs remember this 
while we enjoy our burgers and beer by the pool. 

 

Some of you may recall that in April I mentioned 
that I was advised by Triumph Register of Ameri-
ca that Mike Hado had been selected as this years 
honoree for the Joe Richards Founderõs Award. 
Mike traveled to Oxford, OH to attend the June 

20-24 event and was joined by five other TTR 
members to celebrate his recognition.  In a future 
Bluebonnet we will present a more extensive arti-
cle explaining the award and details from the 
event.  Look forward to it because this award rep-

resents very prestigious recognition for Mike. 

 

Speaking of our members who range far & wide to 
carry the TTR colors to national events, Randy & 

Valerie DeRuiter will be attending the Kastner Cup 
at Road America on July 13-16. His TR6 with the 
new PI system is not yet ready to compete, but 
they will be spending time with our FOG friend 
Joe Alexander who has been honored this year as 

the Grand Marshall.  Joe was a contemporary of 
the late Kas Kastner for many years in Triumph 
racing circles and contributed to Kasõ book, 
òTriumphs, Race Cars, Street Cars and other Spe-
cial Carsó.  Joe joined us for about five days of 

our recent Midwest FOG Tour and arranged for us 
to tour a few Triumph shops that we wouldnõt have 
had access to without his contacts.  Letõs hope 
that Randy will compose a Kastner Cup article for 
a future Bluebonnet when he & Val return from 

their travels. 

 

I am encouraged that a few ideas are coming in 

for Summer outing ideas during July, August and 
beyond.  David Fowler is investigating an idea that 
James Jones sent in for a joint activity in Galves-
ton with the San Antonio Triumph and MG clubs. 
David will have more details to report after his 

investigation.  Please send those ideas to David 
Fowler and me as you think of them and weõll see 
how they fit into our calendar.  

 

The Fall 2023 TTR vs MG Autocross is scheduled 
for Oct 28 at the Houston Police Academy Course 
so mark your calendar and get those Triumphs 

tuned up for competition.   

 

Plan on attending the July monthly meeting at 
Stephanie & Mike Woodwardõs home next Satur-

day.  Details to come this week. 

 

Get out and drive those Triumphs. 
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Most people I know, know I have two TRs. My TR-3 is the 

more adventurous TR, but my TR-uck is more often seen 
when I am wearing my travelling mechanics hat. The TR-

uck holds more tools, more TR parts and has A/C, aside 

from the usual modern accoutrements like roll-up win-
dows. I cannot say either TR has significantly let me 

down. But comparatively, the TR-uck has been quite relia-
ble. The odometer on the TR-3 indicates somewhere 

around 50,000 miles after accounting for the error in 

the instrument/gear ratio/tire size etc. The TR-uck is 
showing over 250,000 miles, and the error is not worth 

considering. Both TRs have been in my home state of 

Pennsylvania more than once, and both have been in Seat-
tle more than once -not to mention any other place I vis-

it. The TR-3 has more experience on the back of a tow 

truck, and has been worked on in more unusual places. 
The TR-uck has only been on a tow truck once. 

 

That almost changed while on Memorial Drive heading to 

work on a TR-250 during morning traffic. When our TR-3 
stumbles, or stalls, I am not overly surprised. Usually 

while driving the TR-3, I have an escape plan in case it 
decides to take a break. I can push it or drift off most 

roads in the TR-3. But when the TR-uck goes from truck-

ing along, to obviously no engine running, I get a little 
freaked out. No engine light, no warnings, but the tach 

shows zero and the speedometer is showing my rapidly 

decreasing speed. I cannot push the truck very far, and 
it does not coast nearly as far as a TR-3. Lucky for me, I 

was able to pull off into a turn lane and turn on my flash-

ers. Ironically, the TR-3 only has 4-way flashers because 
I added them in the off chance they might be needed, 

but the TR-uck has them as a standard feature in the 
off chance I can remember where the switch is located. 

 

I opened the hood and signaled to those already piling up 

behind me that I was in distress and they might go 
around. The starter easily turned the engine over, but 

the engine made no effort to run. I work on cars with 

carburetors, and points ignition systems, not electronic 
fuel injection and computer-controlled timing. I felt very 

much lost as I heard someone yelling to me. The voice got 

louder as they approached. The little voice inside my 
head was repeatedly yelling òwhat are you going to do?ó 

 

An old black man with no teeth had been waiting for the 
bus for hours, and heard my engine cut off. He heard me 

trying to restart while drifting in neutral and again be-

fore opening the hood. In his younger days, he worked on 

cars. He ran from the bus stop, smelled under my hood, 

and mumbled something about his inability to smell gas, 
and needing starter fluid. He did not like my very worn 

serpentine belt, that I have been meaning to replace. He 

did not like my very corroded battery cables that I had 
been meaning to deal with. He claimed it is always the 

little things that 
make the biggest 

difference. He asked 

me to mash the gas 
pedal to the floor 

and try again. It 

started and died as 
soon as I let off. He 

said mash it again, 

and keep popping it 
to the floor after it 

starts. Eventually, 
we cleaned the bat-

tery terminal, and 

the TR-uck acted nor-
mal again. 

 

The man is ten years younger than I am. He made my day 

and reminded me that experience is not to be underval-
ued. If I wanted all the lesser cars to keep going around 

me, I could have heard his whole life story. He taught me 

that I need to be open to odd suggestions. He taught me 
that I need to do maintenance on the TR-uck, just as I 

do on the TR-3. He showed me that strangers can appear 

when least expected, and be more helpful than you might 
think possible. He also showed me how surprised a person 

can be when they realize you have tools, starter fluid, 
and a battery terminal cleaner in the back seat. I have 

never been happier that the bus was late. 

Jerry at 61 going on 62 (speed and age)  
wondering where he left his windscreen 

Tales of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 

Terminally Ill  
Terminal Post 
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While on our UK adventure last September with James 

& Beth Jones, Debbie & I were able to visit the British 

Motor Museum in Warwickshire, near Silverstone and 

the following pages chronicle the visual delights that 

we encountered at every turn.  The museum opened in 

1993 and tells the history of the British Motor Car 

Industry from the 1890õs to the present.  The museum 

houses over 300 cars from the collections of the 

British Motor Industry Heritage Trust, the Jaguar 

Daimler Heritage Trust and the British Motor 

Museumõs Reserve Collection of unusual prototypes, as 

well as many first & last off the line British cars.  The 

minimal text included here is to simply point out any 

special facts about the most special cars, but the 

pictures are much more impressive than anything I 

could write.  Enjoy the tour. 

 

British Motor Museum Guidebook 

1890 Replica 

1897 Daimler Phaeton 

1909 Riley (10 HP) 

1907 Austin 

British Motor Museum Photo Tour - Hal Sharp 
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1945 Daimler DE36 1935 Morgan Super-sports 

1926 Vauxhall 

1936 MG SA 

1937 Marauder 

1923 Old No One 

British Motor Museum - Early Cars 
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DeLorean 

MGB GT Cutaway Display 

1957 MG Bonneville Racer 

MG Prototype Racer 

MG Prototype Racer MG Prototype Racer 

British Motor Museum - MG & DeLorean 
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Stag 

TR6 

TR7 GT6 

Herald 

TR3 

British Motor Museum - Triumphs 
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TR2 Jabbeke Speed Record Car Italia 

TR2 Jabbeke Speed Record Car 

British Motor Museum - Famous Triumphs 
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1967 Daytona 500 

2019 Daytona 675R Supersport  Twin TRs 

2012 Daytona 675 Supersport 

2022 Daytona 

British Motor Museum - Triumph Motorcycles 
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177 MCR Mini Stock Minis 

37 MCR Mini 

52 MCR Mini 

British Motor Museum - Monte Carlo Rally Minis 
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July 2023  British Motor Museum - Jags, Jags, Everywhere 

James Bond BAD 1 1954 D Type 

1952 XK Coupe 

Jaguar XK120 Roadster Jaguar XK120 Roadster 

More black XK120 Roadsters 
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July 2023  British Motor Museum - Jags, Jags, Everywhere 

XKE Nose 

Roadster 
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Pedal Car 

1953 Firetruck 

Pedal Car with Gears 

British Motor Museum - Toy Cars and Trucks 
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Formula One Jaguar 

1974 Grp 44 Jaguar 

1976 Jaguar XJC 

1978 March  Triumph Formula 3 1970 March Ford Tyrrell Formula One 

2000 Prototype Jaguars 

British Motor Museum - Modern Racers 

Story & Photos - Hal Sharp 
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The meeting was called to order at 3:05 by TTR President Hal Sharp. Hal thanked Bob and Eileen Grover for 

hosting the meeting and Fred Wagner and John Baguley for arranging the Zoom conference. There were 29 

people present, 7 proxies, and 3 Zoom attendees for a total of 39, constituting a quorum for club business. 

 

Approval of Minutes - M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last Bluebonnet 

newsletter. 

 

Membership Report ð Mike Hado ð reported there are currently 158 paid family memberships, with additional 

dues payments to continue rolling in.    

 

Treasurerõs Report - Mike Rouse - reported inflows, outflows, and month-end balance. 

 

Regalia ð Hal for James Moore ð reported that the club is moving to a new vendor for soft goods.  James is 

working on a poster design based on regionals artwork. Let Regalia Master James Moore know if you need anything 

or have questions. 

 

IT ð no report 

 

Special Events  

 

¶ Falling Leaves Tour ð Hal for Mike Woodward ð reported that planning is underway for falling leaves tour 

this fall, in Fredericksburg.  He will be working with Hill Country Triumph Association to identify venues 

and driving routes. 

 

¶ Local Events ð David Fowler - asked members to look over a list of possible outings and to sign up if 

interested. 

 

¶ Regional T-Shirts - David Fowler can order extra regional T shirts.  He provided a sign-up sheet at the 

meeting.  The club will need a minimum of twelve shirts to satisfy the order minimum. 

 

¶ Golf tournament this Wednesday - Triumph vs. MG Club for bragging rights and surplus donation charity. 

 

Breakfast Meetings ð Hal Sharp for John Barrett - reported that breakfast meetings are back in full swing.  

Please notify John if you have ideas for new venues or issues with existing venues. 

 

New Business  

 

¶ Holiday Party ð December 3rd at Maggianoõs.  Additional details will be communicated as they develop. Pru 

Gruss is continuing with the planning details. 

 

 

 

 

TTR Meeting Minutes for June 
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¶ 2023 Monthly Meeting Hosts 

 

 ̄ July ð Mike and Stephanie Woodward 

 ̄ August ð Tim Maxwell  

 ̄ September ð Kenny and Lisa Daves (new volunteers ð thank you Kenny & Lisa!) 

 ̄ October ð Len Myers 

 ̄ November - TBD 

 ̄ Please contact Hal if you would like to volunteer to host a monthly meeting later this year. 

 

¶ TTR Physical Trophy Plaques ð John Hanten reported that he has a box of physical awards for TTR, 

primarily for AutoRama displays dating from 1991 ð 2003.  He has taken high-quality photographs of each 

award and created a òVirtual Trophy Roomó in the TTR online archives in conjunction with the 40th club 

anniversary in 2021.  He is looking for a volunteer who would like the plaques, or any ideas about how they 

might be used.  After some discussion, Allison Fowler stated that she was aware of an adult charity that 

recycles these types of materials into birdhouses and other craft items.  She will contact John with the 

information. 

 

¶ Join VTR ð Hal Sharp ð reminded the group to join VTR if you are not already a member.  

 

Adjourn ð M/S/A to adjourn at 3:35.  Minutes recorded and edited by John Hanten 

 

(M/S/A =   motion made / seconded / approved ) 

TTR Meeting Minutes for June 
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Hosts Bob and Eileen Grover 
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Photos: Eileen Grover & John Hanten 
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July 2023  Member News - Mike Hado 

 

 
New Members: 
 

  Brandon and Martha Paradelas, Manvel, TX ð 1975 red TR6 

 

 

 

TTR Birthdays for July 

 

Debra Dees 1 

Pat Gough  1 

Cheryl Dykes  2 

Linda OõLeary Riesch  2 

Stephen Liversidge  3 

Steven Voss  4 

Kenny Daves 5 

Marie Hado  6 

Clement Haddad  9 

Irene Zagorski  11 

Mark Baich 12 

Pete Postma  12 

David Smith  13 

Bob Dowling 14 

Mike Hado  14 

Suzanne Rippeto  15 

Carolyn Chapman  16 

Richard Lewis 16 

Ron Harrison  17 

George Killinger  17 

Joyce Killinger  18 

Carl Owen            18                

Debbie Harrison  19 

Tom Lewis  20 

Bee Dickson  21 

Susan Grantham  21 

Maggie Rosa 21 

Karsten Fischer 22 

Richard Barroso 24 

Louise Carter  25 

Debi Stephens  25 

Linda Sparks  25 

Phil Conway 29 

Brian Roy  29 

Cindy Blum  31 
TR3A Magazine Ad 
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Breakfast Meetings 
Saturday Travelling Breakfasts are back in full swing!  See the schedule be-

low and watch for Mike Hadoõs reminder email for confirmation. 

NOTE; See the Upcoming Events tab on the TTR website for specific in-

formation for all events:  

¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ μ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ όǘŜȄŀǎǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦƻǊƎύ  

Breakfast meetings begin between 7:30 am & 8 am for coffee & we usually eat Breakfast at around 8:00 am.    

Car viewing after Breakfast. 

 

Events 
 

¶ July  8, 2023 - Monthly Meeting - Mike and Stephanie Woodward hosting  (Location details in club email) 

¶ July 8,15,22,29, 2023 - Brenham Hot Nights, Cool Tunes, Brenham, TX - (See details in following pages) 

¶ July 13 - 16, 2023 - Kastner Cup, Road America, Elkhart Lake, WI - (See details in following pages) 

¶ August 11 - 13, 2023 - Moody Gardens Car Show, Galveston, TX - (See details in following pages) 

¶ Aug  12, 2023 - Monthly Meeting - Tim Maxwell hosting  (Location details in club email) 

¶ Sept  9, 2023 - Monthly Meeting - Kenny & Lisa Daves hosting  (Location details in club email) 

¶ Sept 28 - Oct 1, 2023 - VTR National Convention, Dillard, GA - (See details in following pages) 

¶ Oct 28, 2023 - TTR Autocross Event / MG Challenge, Houston Police Academy (details to follow) 

 

 

___ Monthly Meeting      ___ Driving Event      __ Car Show Event      __ Local Special Event  

Date  Location Address 
   

¶ July  8, 2023 Midtown Bar and Grill 415 West Gray St., Houston TX 77019 

¶ July  15, 2023 The Nest Diner 11808 Barker Cypress Road, Cypress TX 77433 

¶ July  22, 2023 Goode Company Taqueria 4902 Kirby Drive, Houston TX 77098 

¶ July  29, 2023 Kelley's Country Cookin' 11555 W. Airport Blvd., Meadow Place TX 77477 

¶ Aug  5, 2023 Snooze 23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd. Katy, TX 77494 

¶ Aug  12, 2023 Yale Street Grill 2100 Yale Street, Houston TX 77008 

   

TTR Club Calendar  

http://www.texastriumphregister.org/upcoming-events/
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July 2023  Golf Tournament Results - June 14 

.ŀǧƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .Ǌƛǘǎ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅ DƻƭŦ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘΣ WǳƴŜ мп 

Mike Woodward - VP Special Events 
Reporting  

 
Tournament Highlights: 
 

¶ The event took place on June 14 at Jersey 

Meadow golf course.  

¶ There were 15 participants and the event 

was organized by Vernon Jones. 

¶ The MG Club won the team event and 

generated $200.00 which will be donated to 
Isaiah 117 House 

¶ Vernon not only got a hole in one on number 

11, but also won the closest to the pin 
trophy. 
 

Thanks to everyone in both clubs for 
participating in this charity event! 
 

Houston MG Club - Winning Team Event Organizer - Vernon Jones with hole in one! 

±{ 
.ŀǧƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .Ǌƛǘǎ 

2023 Tournament Winner - MG 
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July 2023  Brenham - July Hot Nights, Cool Tunes, & Cars 

Brenham ð Hot Nights, Cool Tunes ð July 8 / 15 / 22 / 29 

 

¶ On successive Saturdays in July (8-29), the City of Brenham 

and its sponsors are hosting live music from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 

p.m. on the historic square downtown: BYOB ð benches (or lawn 

chairs,  that is).  

 

¶ Plus, the Stray Katz Car Club is featuring a cruise-in car show 

at the west end of Alamo Street each Saturday, so drive your 

classic to the event. 

 

¶ Food and drinks are available for purchase there to help 

support the events. 

 

¶ This is not an organized TTR club event, but members are 

encouraged to form ad-hoc groups to check out the 

festivities. 

 

 ̄July 8 ð Ashmore, classic rockõ n roll 

 

 ̄July 15 ð Skyrocket, cover band that plays songs from 70s 

and 80s (so fitting for our later model cars?) 

 

 ̄July 22 ð Shekere, seven-piece Latin band including a horn 

section for mix of Latin and English hits 

 

 ̄July 29 ð The Spicolis, a three-peating appearance by 

classic MTV tribute band from Houston that feature hits 

from the 80s 

 

¶ See their Facebook/website for a map of the cruise-in parking 

each week on Alamo St.: Stray Katz Car Club | Brenham TX | 

Facebook 

 

¶ A call-out big thanks to our fellow member Clark McKinley for 

suggesting this event and bringing it to my attention. 

https://www.facebook.com/people/Stray-Katz-Car-Club/100064795683833/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Stray-Katz-Car-Club/100064795683833/
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July 2023  2023 Kastner Cup Information 


