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We are truly in the Dog Days of Summer, and I hope 
everyone is finding things to do in the air-
conditioned comfort of your homes or garages. Iõm 
excited about the coverage of numerous events in 
this monthõs Bluebonnet because it reveals just how 
far & wide our membersõ presence and influence is in 
the US Triumph world. In addition to having 16 cur-
rent members who live outside of Texas, our mem-
bers participated in two significant national events 
this summer. Thanks to Randy DeRuiter for carrying 

the TTR flag at the Kastner Cup at Road America in 
July and his report on the event in this edition of 
the Bluebonnet. Even more significant, was Mike 
Hadoõs productive trip to the Triumph Register of 
Americaõs national convention in Oxford, Ohio in 
June. See the report on that event later in this 
Bluebonnet and the details of the three (3) awards 
he brought home.  

 

In a couple of our recent monthly meetings, you have 
heard us speak of the exciting possibilities weõve in-
vestigated for outsourcing our TTR Regalia. Thanks 
to James Mooreõs diligence we are ready to make 
that a reality and James has provided a thorough 
article later in this issue on the details of how you 
are now able to access even more and higher quality 
TTR regalia than ever before. Thank you, James. 
Speaking of regalia, James arranged for a limited 
number of high-quality posters which feature the 
2023 SC Regionals logo from our recent event in 
Sugarland. Contact James to claim one of the last 
ones. This work of art from our Regionals Graphics 
design committee (especially Ella & Dusty Nicholson) 
will be a terrific addition to any TTR memberõs Tri-

umph art collection. 

 

Even though we are mired in the current heat wave, 
it is already time for planning the fall events we en-
joy when fall is in the air. Mike & Stephanie Wood-
ward recently travelled to Fredericksburg to sew up 
the arrangements for the Falling Leaves Tour and he 
will be sharing the details of that November week-
end tour very soon.  Our Autocross committee, led 
by Dusty Nicholson has reserved the Houston Police 
Academy driving course for Saturday, Oct 28 for 

our annual Triumph vs MG Challenge event so now is 
the time to start getting your engines tuned and 
ready to defend our honor. 

 

As usual, John Barrett has a great list of weekly 
TTR breakfasts lined up, so refer to the list of ven-
ues in this BB and plan to join us.  They are terrific 
opportunities to get those Triumphs out on the road. 

 

Cheers, 
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I assume you read last months article about my TR-uck, 

and the ôobviousõ roadside assistance and repairs. You 

may have been dubious or wondering if a loose battery 

cable or worn belt could cause a TR-uck to suddenly 

die. I did not think so either, but at the time, it 

seemed reasonable. Well established faith, even with 

the unyielding service of an old TR is unwavering. 

 

The TR-uck has misbehaved multiple times since then. 

The symptoms were different, and the misbehavior 

frequency is unstable, but the resultant frustration 

has grown exponentially. At times it restarts instantly, 

and other times it refuses to start for a few hours. I 

have found a few issues that I thought might be the 

problem, only to drive without issue a few days, and 

restart or re-stop as the case may be. I am presently 

waiting for a new computer because it seems my TR-

uck has lost its mind. 

When we talk about the expense of upkeeping our cars, 

we often use the phrase ôupside downõ. When I say I 

spent $25,000 to repair my free TR3, it underlines the 

meaning of that phrase. My TR3 is insured for 

$20,000. If I were to lose it, I would be ôupside downõ. 

My TR-uck is nowhere near upside down. 

 

We have a club member who recently returned from 

the ôother side of the pondõ where they drive on the 

other side of the road. In his sleep deprived state, he 

drove his Spitfire. Apparently, he confused the ôother 

side of the roadõ with a different side of the road - or 

the ôupside downõ. John allowed me to visit his rolled 

Spitfire, but asked not to share pictures. Other than 

his angst, he was unscathed. Aside from the crushed 

windshield frame, bent wheels, torn tires, bent axle, 

broken drum, smashed glass, crushed top frame, nu-

merous small dents and some road rashes, his car is in 

incredibly good condition for one that has survived a 

round trip ôupside downõ. John was pulled from the vehi-

cle before it was righted. Both John and the Spitfire 

are back at home resting, and hoping to be good as new 

in no time. 

We have faith that our TRs will out last us. We will do 

what is needed to keep them going, regardless of rec-

ognizing when we are upside down. 

Jerry at 61 going on 62 (speed and age)  
wondering where he left his windscreen 

Tales of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 

Jerryõs TR-uck not Upside Down! 

Johnõs TR-iumph not Upside Down!   
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Back in February I was thrilled to submit a letter to 

Triumph Register of America (TRA) nominating Mike 

for the prestigious Joe Richards Founders Award. The 

four main criteria for this award by which nominees are 

judged are:  

 

¶ Long standing membership in the local club, 

¶ Participation in Club activities, 

¶ Lending a hand to other TR owners, 

¶ Preserving the Marque. 

 

We all know that Mike hits all four of these topics out 

of the park, so my biggest challenge in composing the 

nomination letter was keeping it within two pages.  

 

Fast forward to this May and we received the much 

anticipated letter from TRA advising us that Mike had 

been selected as this yearõs honoree.  Along with the 

award came an invitation to attend this yearõs TRA 

convention at the Hueston Woods Lodge & Conference 

Center in Hueston Woods State Park near Oxford, 

Ohio.   

 

Mike packed his road gear and drove his trusty TR4A 

the approx. 2,500 mile round trip to attend the 

convention and collect the hardware.  He reported that 

the collection of Triumphs in attendance was most 

impressive and Concours judging was very strict.   

 

Although Mike travelled to the convention to receive 

the Joe Richards Founders Award, he also raked in two 

other awards for good measure.  He was awarded the 

Gold Certificate for scoring 94.2 points and finishing 

second in TR4 Modified Class in Concours, and the 

inaugural Franz Bachmann Long Distance Drive Award 

since he travelled the farthest to attend. Franz was a 

long time TTR and TRA member as well as a Texas FOG 

who passed away this spring.   

 

Even though Mike drove to and from Ohio solo, he was 

met there and cheered on by five other TTR members 

shown in this picture at the awards ceremony. John & 

Liz Reynolds attended and brought their beautiful TR3 

to compete, Stan Seto from Cincinnati, TRA Board 

member and brother of Russ Seto and Mark & Tonda 

Macy from Dayton, Ohio. Iõm betting that no other 

Hueston Woods Lodge & Conference Center 

Mike Receiving the Founders Award 

Concours Award Gold Certificate 

2023 TRA Awards - Mike Hadoôs Triple Header 
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Triumph Club outside of Ohio had this many members in 

attendance.  

 

This is terrific recognition for the example that Mike 

sets for his commitment to the Triumph marque and 

the many contributions he has made and continues to 

make to TTR.  

 

How could he not win with that million dollar 

smile?  Well done, Mike. 

 

 

Franz Bachman Long Distance Drive Award 

TRA Concours Show Field 

Mikeõs TR4A 

Mikeõs TR4A 

Six TTR Members in Attendance 

Story - Hal Sharp 
Photos - Various TRA Event Attendees 

2023 TRA Awards - Mike Hadoôs Triple Header 



 

 8 

 

August 2023  

The meeting was called to order at 3:02 by TTR VP ð Special Events, Mike Woodward.  Mike and Stephanie 

Woodward were also the hosts for the meeting, and the attendees provided a round of applause.  Mike thanked 

Fred Wagner and John Baguley for arranging the Zoom meeting logistics. There were 27 people present, 8 

proxies, and no Zoom attendees for a total of 35, constituting a quorum for club business. 

 

Approval of Minutes - M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last Bluebonnet 

newsletter. 

 

Membership Report ð Mike Hado ð reported that he is continuing to try to contact members whose dues have 

lapsed.  Mike reported that there are eight members that are not renewing their membership  There are 

currently 164 total current family memberships. 

 

Treasurerõs Report ð Mike Woodward for Mike Rouse - reported inflows, outflows, and month-end balance. 

 

Regalia ð  James Moore ð advised we are getting out of the regalia inventory business and have begun working 

with a new vendor for online ordering.  James brought existing regalia items to the meeting and was offering 

them at discount prices.  One new item is a 2023 Regionals Poster similar in design to the dashboard plaques that 

were produced.  James is working on a new Regalia page for the Bluebonnet as well as updating the Regalia section 

of the club website.    

 

IT ð Mike Woodward for Bob Pennington ð reported that the club website will be migrated to a new hosting 

service provider.  The move should be transparent to club members. 

 

Special Events  

 

¶ Falling Leaves Tour ð Mike Woodward ð reported that there will be a scouting trip on August 12 ð 13 to 

check the roads, hotels, and wineries for the Falling leaves Tour later this fall.  Members are welcome to 

join this trip and should contact Mike if interested.  The Falling Leaves Tour is tentatively scheduled for 

early November, but the dates are not firm yet.  There will be lots of member communication as plans get 

finalized. 

 

¶ Local Events ð Mike Woodward for David Fowler   

 

 ̄ Moody Gardens Car Show -  there is an opportunity to participate in the upcoming Moody Gardens 

Car Show event.  Full details are in the Bluebonnet. 

 

 ̄ Golf tournament results -  Mike reported the tournament results, where the Houston MG Club 

defeated the TTR contingent.  Mike showed a perpetual trophy that has been developed to keep 

track of Golf Tournament and Autocross competitions. 

 

Breakfast Meetings ð John Barrett - reported that breakfast meetings are going strong.  Two new restaurant 

venues have been added to the rotation. 

 

TTR Meeting Minutes for July 
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New Business  
 

¶ Holiday Party ð December 3rd at Maggianoõs.  Additional details will be communicated as they develop. Pru 

Gruss is continuing with the planning details. 

 

¶ 2023 Monthly Meeting Hosts 
 

 ̄ August ð Tim Maxwell  

 ̄ September ð Kenny and Lisa Daves (first-time hosts ð Thank you!)  

 ̄ October ð Len Myers 

 ̄ November - Jeff & Meaghan Dade (first-time hosts ð Thank you!) 

 ̄ December ð monthly meeting is held in conjunction with the Holiday Party. 

 
¶ Regional Posters ð James Moore - announced that souvenir posters for the 2023 Regionals are now 

available.  Contact him to place an order. 

 

¶ Autorama ð John Hanten - asked if there was any advance information about the Autorama this year.  Dave 

Smith replied that this event is now being coordinated by David Fowler and the event producers will send 

the information directly to David.  The biggest challenge for the club has been to find six cars to 

participate in the four-day event. 

 

¶ Round-Robin Introductions ð Mike Woodward - led an activity where members identified themselves and 

their cars and passed the introduction to the next member.  This was a fun activity and a good introduction 

for new members who might not be familiar with TTR members and their cars. 

 

¶ Join VTR ð Mike Woodward ð reminded the group to join VTR if you are not already a member.  

 

Adjourn ð M/S/A to adjourn at 3:33.    Minutes recorded and edited by John Hanten 

 

(M/S/A =   motion made / seconded / approved ) 

 

 

 

 

 

TTR Meeting Minutes for July 
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Hosts Mike and Stephanie Woodward 

TTR July Meeting Photos  
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August 2023  TTR July Meeting Photos  
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August 2023  TTR July Meeting Photos  

Photos - Fred Wagner 
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August 2023  Member News - Mike Hado 

 

 

New Members: 
 

  Robert & Ashley McNally, Houston, TX ð 1971 Green TR6 

  Thomas & Kim Burbank, Beaumont, TX ð 1980 Orange Spitfire 

TR4 - Cover Photo on Vendor Catalog 

TTR Birthdays for August 

 

Becky Przylucki  1 

Carol Burnett  7 

Mike Rouse  7 

Kathleen Wilson  8 

Sally Rouse  9 

Sandy Steitz  9 

Jason Pollard 11 

Jeff Davis 11 

Ray Holtzapple 14 

Debra Kovach 14 

Brandon Mason  14 

Mary Dee Neal  14 

John Reynolds  14 

Gary Weir  14 

Tere Jeffries  16 

Martha Paradelas  16 

Ken Wasilewski 16 

James Jones 17 

Risa Myers  17 

Richard Dicks  18 

Cissy Wakefield  21 

Fran Carpenter 22 

Wayne Friesell 22 

Charlotte Henley  23 

Laurel Parker  23 

Kim Conway 24 

Susie Gough  24 

Gloria Wilson 24 

Melissa Farrell  25 

Kathy Walker 25 

Zora Bryant  26 

Sharon Wortsman  26 

Doris Vogt  28 

John Payne 30 

Carol Nelsen 31 
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Breakfast Meetings 
Saturday Travelling Breakfasts are back in full swing!  See the schedule be-

low and watch for Mike Hadoõs reminder email for confirmation. 

NOTE; See the Upcoming Events tab on the TTR website for specific in-

formation for all events:  

¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ μ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ όǘŜȄŀǎǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦƻǊƎύ  

Breakfast meetings begin between 7:30 am & 8 am for coffee & we usually eat Breakfast at around 8:00 am.    

Car viewing after Breakfast. 

 

Events 

¶ August 11 - 13, 2023 - Moody Gardens Car Show, Galveston, TX - (See details in following pages) 

¶ Aug  12, 2023 - Monthly Meeting - Tim Maxwell hosting  (Location details in club email) 

¶ Sept  9, 2023 - Monthly Meeting - Kenny & Lisa Daves hosting  (Location details in club email) 

¶ Sept 28 - Oct 1, 2023 - VTR National Convention, Dillard, GA - (See details in following pages) 

¶ Oct  14, 2023 - Monthly Meeting - Len Myers hosting  (Location details in club email) 

¶ Oct 14, 2023 - MG Club All British Car Day car show, Spring, TX - (See details in following pages) 

¶ Oct 28, 2023 - TTR Autocross Event / MG Challenge, Houston Police Academy (details to follow) 

 

 

___ Monthly Meeting      ___ Driving Event      __ Car Show Event      __ Local Special Event  

Date  Location Address 
   

¶ Aug  5, 2023 Snooze 23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd. Katy, TX 77494 

¶ Aug  12, 2023 Yale Street Grill 2100 Yale Street, Houston TX 77008 

¶ Aug  19, 2023 Busy Bee Caf® 4009 West Broadway, Pearland TX 77581 

¶ Aug  26, 2023 I-45 Diner 19790 Interstate 45, Spring TX 77388 

¶ Sep  2, 2023 Skeeter's Mesquite Grill 5529 Weslayan Street, Houston, TX 77005 

¶ Sep  9, 2023 First Watch - Meyerland 4938 Beechnut St, Houston TX 77096 

   

TTR Club Calendar  

http://www.texastriumphregister.org/upcoming-events/
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August 2023  Moody Gardens Car Show - August 11 - 13 

From David Fowler - VP Local Events 

 

Moody Gardens Car Show + Air and Boat 

Shows, Fireworks (Friday), Breakfast 

(Sunday), Hotel Packages 

 

I spoke with the events manager at Moody 

Gardens and if there is sufficient interest 

(entries) from our [and/or other British 

car] club members, he will create a specific 

class for our cars (e.g. Triumph or British/

European, etc. depending on numbers. 

 

Your options include entering a car, just 

purchasing spectator tickets, or buying a 

hotel package ð scan the codes per the flyer 

below. 

 

Registration deadline is July 20th, 2023. 

 

Registration fee of $50 represents great 

value as it includes: two (2) full day passes 

to all the regular (9 attractions e.g. 

rainforest, aquarium, etc.) plus two (2) car/

boat/air show passes for each of the three 

core days Friday/Saturday/Sunday plus 2 

passes for the awards breakfast on Sunday. 

 

Trailer parking is available.  

 

Drop off for cars is 12pm - 5pm on the 

preceding Wednesday and Thursday. 

 

The price for just the vehicle show is $35 

or a regular day pass to Moody Gardens 

(which includes the vehicle shows that 

weekend) is $80. There is a discount on 

hotel packages. 

wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ [ƛƴƪΥ 

 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƳƻƻŘȅƎŀǊŘŜƴǎΦŎƻƳκƛκŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘǎκ

/ƭŀǎǎƛŎ҈нл/ŀǊ҈нл{Ƙƻǿ҈нл9ƴǘǊȅ҈нлŦƻǊƳΦǇŘŦ 

https://www.moodygardens.com/i/downloads/Classic%20Car%20Show%20Entry%20form.pdf
https://www.moodygardens.com/i/downloads/Classic%20Car%20Show%20Entry%20form.pdf
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August 2023  2023 VTR National Triumph Challenge Information 
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tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ .ǳǘƭŜǊ IƻǳǎŜ ŀǎ 

ǘƘŜ Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ aD /ŀǊ /ƭǳō  Ƙƻǎǘǎ 

ǘƘŜ ооǊŘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ !ƭƭ .ǊƛǝǎƘ /ŀǊ 5ŀȅΗ 

The show is open to any era British Motor 

Vehicle (cars, motorcycles, military vehicles, etc.)  All 

are welcome - Drivers, Concours, or Museum quality 

vehicles.  

 

**** Multiple Award Classes and Door prizes **** 

**** Show goes on Rain or Shine *** 

SCHEDULE: 

Day of Event Registration 9:00 to 10:00am 

Car Show 10:00 to 1:00pm 

Judging 10:00 to Noon 

Awards 1:30pm 

 

REGISTRATION: 

On-line Early Bird registration ($35.00) until Sept 23th 

Regular registration ($50.00) from Sept 24th until Oct 7th 
 

!ƊŜǊ hŎǘ тǘƘΣ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ƻƴ-ǎƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƘƻǿΣ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǩƴƎ όϷтрΦллύ bƻǘŜΥ ƻƴ-ǎƛǘŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 
ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǊ Ŏƭŀǎǎ  

 

For questions contact: 

Lee Drum at (713) 853-7822 Ld798@yahoo.com, or 

wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƴƻǿ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ aD /ƭǳō ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

Houston All-British Car Show - October 14 

https://thebutlerhouse.net/
https://houstonmgcc.com/
https://houstonmgcc.com/event-4636166
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August 2023  National Triumph Clubs 

.ŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ±¢w aŜƳōŜǊ 

The Vintage Triumph Register 
has its benefits.  A national 
club of Triumph enthusiasts 
spanning the globe needs you 
as a member.  Affiliate club 
membership is not an auto-
matic membership to VTR. 

Some of the benefits: 

¶ The Vintage Triumph Magazine - Our award-
winning bi-monthly color publication. 

¶ 2023 VTR National Meet in Dillard, Georgia 

¶ Access to a large number of local clubs. 

¶ Website with reference material and members-only 
sections covering all Triumph models. 

¶ Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B. 
(Factory trace documents on other Triumph models 
no longer available 

¶ Clothing, regalia, exclusive items 

¶ Specific vehicle consultants and experts 

{ƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǾƛƴǘŀƎŜǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦƻǊƎ  

bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !Ŷƭƛŀǝƻƴǎ 

 

https://vintagetriumphregister.org/
http://www.vtr.org
http://www.triumphregister.com
http://www.6-pack.org


 

 19 

 

August 2023  

Wǳƭȅ м Σ нлно 

aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ /ƛǘȅ !ǊŜŀΣ Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ ¢· 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - John Hanten 
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Wǳƭȅ у Σ нлно 

     aƛŘǘƻǿƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ ¢· 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - Fred Wagner 
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Wǳƭȅ мр Σ нлно 

/ȅǇǊŜǎǎΣ ¢· 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - Fred Wagner, John Hanten 



 

 22 

 

August 2023  

Wǳƭȅ нн Σ нлно 

¦ǇǇŜǊ YƛǊōȅ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ  Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ ¢· 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - Fred Wagner, Diane Jolley, John Hanten 
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Wǳƭȅ нф Σ нлно 

aŜŀŘƻǿǎ tƭŀŎŜΣ ǎƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ IƻǳǎǘƻƴΣ ¢· 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - John Hanten 
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August 2023  2023 Kastner Cup Report - Randy DeRuiter 

 

We all have our reasons for owning Triumphs as well as 

our different ways to enjoy them.  For me, one of the 

pleasures of Triumph ownership is attending vintage 

races featuring our cars pushed to their limits.  This 

year, I was able to attend the 21st annual Kastner Cup 

race run by the Friends of Triumph (FOT).  The 

following is my short report on the event. 

 

After participating in part of the Texas FOG Tour in 

May, I left my TR6 with family in Northern Wisconsin 

for a few weeks so I could attend the Kastner Cup in 

style.  The Kastner Cup was held July 13-16 at Road 

America in Elkhart Lake Wisconsin.  For reference, 

Elkhart Lake is approximately 50 miles south of Green 

Bay, also known as Titletown and home to the Green 

Bay Packers ð beloved by nearly everyone other than 

Mike Hado.  Driving to the event in a TR allowed me to 

park my car right at the FOT race paddock which 

contained over 40 racing Triumphs.  From there in the 

privacy of my car I could make engine noises each time 

a racer drove by.  Seriously, I hardly did that at all. 

 

This year, through the efforts of co-chairs Brian 

Garcia and Mark Alexander, the Kastner Cup was the 

feature marque race in the very large WeatherTech 

International Challenge with Brian Redman, packed with 

over 400 race cars split into 17 different competitive 

groups.  The four-day event was jam packed with 

activity.  Thursday was an optional test day for drivers, 

Friday and Saturday were filled with qualifying group 

races, and Sunday was dedicated to final group and 

feature races including the Kastner Cup race.  

  

Road America is a 4.048-mile road course set in the 

rolling hills just outside the town Elkhart Lake.  Like 

Watkins Glen, Elkhart Lake has a significant history of 

road race events on the local streets.  Although that is 

Road America Track Layout 



 

 25 

 

August 2023  

long gone, Elkhart Lake still rolls out the red carpet for 

the racers and their fans, hosting a race car parade 

and concours Friday night, and a street sports car 

concours Saturday night.  During this weekend the 

townõs population balloons from less than one thousand 

to well over twenty thousand.  Add to that a driver 

welcome party as well as an induction ceremony for 

nominees to the British Sports Car Hall of Fame on 

Thursday night and this was one busy set of days. 

 

The Triumph paddock was an eye filled pleasure with 

many Triumph models represented.  Here is an informal 

and potentially inaccurate tally of the race cars: 

13 TR4-4A   2 TR6 

7 Spitfire   1 TR8 

6 TR3A-B   1 Herald 

5 GT6    3 TR7 

4 Specials (Ambro, Peyote, Devin, TR250K) 

 

The majority of Triumphs ran in Group 2, which is a 

Vintage Production Group which also included quite a 

few 356 Porsches, several Healey Sprites and a few 

other lesser cars. 

 

So as a spectator, what do you do?  Well in my case a 

typical day went like this:  Arrive in the morning, park 

in the paddock area, make a few engine noises, and 

search out the nearest coffee station.  From there, 

figure out the times of the morning heats that needed 

watching and then decide where to watch them.   

About the Kastner Cup 
 

The Kastner Cup is named after R.W. ñKasò Kastner, the 

Triumph icon who started the USA Triumph Competition 

Department in the early 1960s and authored several 

factory competition manuals.  Started in 2003, the Kastner 

Cup as well as performance awards sponsored by Kasôs 

wife Peggy were given to Triumph racers in an annual 

competition overseen by Kas.  Sadly Peggy passed away 

in 2018 and Kas followed her in 2020.  In their honor, the 

Friends of Triumph (FOT) have continued to carry forward 

holding the Kastner Cup each year to celebrate what Kas 

started. 

 The first cup was awarded at Mosport Canada and then 

each year after at a different track around the USA.   The 

Kastner Cup Race has been to many famous tracks 

including Portland International Raceway, Watkins Glen 

International, Hallett Motor Racing Circuit, WeatherTech 

Raceway Laguna Seca, Atlanta Motor Speedway, Miller 

Motorsports, Heartland Motorsports Park, Road America in 

Wisconsin, Buttonwillow and Sonoma Raceway in 

California, Eagle Canyon Texas, Summit Point in Virginia, 

Blackhawk Farms Raceway in Wisconsin and Pitt Race 

Complex in Beaver, PA. An effort is made each year to 

arrange a locality that will give Triumph racers in various 

sections of the country a chance to compete for the Cup. 

 

The Kastner Cup is awarded to one Triumph Competitor 

each year. The same driver cannot win the K-Cup in 

successive years. The award is based on the following 

criteria developed by Kas: 

 

¶ 50% for the competitive results on the race track 

during the event (not necessarily the winner) 

¶ 25% for the presentation of the car 

¶ 25% for the attitude and interest in Vintage racing Busy Paddock Area 
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In between heats, stalk the Triumph paddock 

discretely and when opportunity knocks chat up with 

some of the racers when they are trying to fix a 

critical race component or relax in peace.  Lunchtime, 

head towards the nearest food shack and order a 

Wisconsin double brat and rehydrate with something to 

keep the sweltering Wisconsin 75 to near 80 degree 

heat at bay.     

In the afternoon, repeat the exercise of finding 

interesting heats to watch, and if the Triumph paddock 

still had a stalker restraining order in place, wander 

through other areas of Road America and peek at the 

other race cars ð including Kastner Cup co-chair Brian 

Garciaõs excellent Cheetah which looked like a hot 

wheels car on massive steroids.   

 

 

Stalking concerns aside, the Kastner Cup has always 

been a friendly and welcoming event and itõs a great 

time to make connections with other Triumph minded 

people and admire many well-done race and civilian 

cars.  An FOT tent served as a central gathering place 

in the paddock and it was there that I had the privilege 

of meeting Mr. Bob Johns, who was hired by Kas 

Kastner and with Mike Rothschild and a factory 

prepped TR3 won their class in the 1957 twelve hours 

of Sebring. 

Brian Garciaõs Cheetah 

FOG #37 and Johnsonville Brat 

Bob Johnõs 1957 Sebring Race Gear 
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The Cup is also a common gathering spot for FOGs, 

members of a national organization which you are 

hopefully acquainted with through Dave Smithõs 

excellent FOG tour writeups.  At this Kastner Cup, I 

spotted quite a few FOGs, including Joe Alexander who 

was Grand Marshal for the Cup, his sons Sean (TR4 

driver) and Mark (co-chair), a couple Western 

Pennsylvania Triumph Association FOGS named Jerry 

and Bruce, a trio of Illinois Sports Owners Association 

veterans Irv, Steve, and Jay, and a fast TR4 driver 

from Moline named Tony Drews, FOG #57. 

It was at Tonyõs paddock stall that I parked my folding 

chair a few times, nicely located to provide a closeup 

view of the race course back straight to the finish 

line.  From there, as long as I promised to not make 

engine noises or gush anymore about being Tonyõs 

number 1 fan, I could observe the hustle and bustle of 

the paddock but more telling was the overall 

camaraderie between the FOT racers.  They enjoyed 

their friendly competition, their friendships, and their 

cars.  Good stuff. 

 

The two group qualifying days were mere window 

dressing to the main event, and that was held around 

noon on Sunday in the all-Triumph feature Cup race.  At 

that point it was all hands on deck, the paddock 

emptied of cars and spectators.  And with the drop of 

the green flag for the next 25 minutes or so it was 

sheer enjoyment for all.   
Grand Marshall (and fellow FOG) Joe Alexander 

Randy with the FOGS at the paddock 

Tony Drews, FOG #57 

2023 Kastner Cup Report - Randy DeRuiter 



 

 28 

 

August 2023  

I went to my favorite spot at Turn 5, which is at the 

end of a very long straight stretch where the Triumphs 

are running about 100 mph as they crest a hill and then 

brake hard as they navigate a sharp left turn to an 

uphill climb.  

  

Without highlighting specific drivers too much as all 

the cars and drivers were fantastic ð the special part 

of it for me was hearing the TR250K driven by Tony 

Garmey leading the pack.  There is something just 

magical about hearing a 2L GT6 engine at full song 

cresting the hill then smoothly navigating an 

intimidating turn as if it didnõt exist.   No way to 

record the experience, you had to be there. 

 

 

The pack itself was a pleasure to watch, several races 

within races going on where you waited each lap to see 

who would come out on top at least for that lap.  One 

car that caught my eye was a very fast TR6 driven by 

Bob Lang.  I could tell with each lap that Bob was 

working his way through many cars.  It wasnõt until the 

end of the event that I found out that Bob through a 

technical glitch had been gridded at the very back of 

the group.  He fixed that glitch quite ably during the 

race, if you want to watch some extremely fun racing 

check out his YouTube video:  https://youtu.be/

tIRMLJPsjtY 

 

I also enjoyed seeing two cars paired up with drivers I 

had met prior to the Kastner Cup during our FOG tour 

and exploration of Iowa.    Steve Myers, owner of 

Skunk River Restorations in Ames Iowa is a pretty low-

key guy with the most impressive collection of cars Iõve 

ever seen.  He owns a beautiful Surrey Top TR4 race 

car which he is enjoying.  Brendan Alexander, a third-

generation racer in the Alexander family, drove his 

grandfather Joeõs Ambro Special.  It was great to see 

both cars smoothly going through the course, no more 

than 1 to 2 car lengths apart for several 

laps.  Eventually the cars switched places so I knew a 

pass had been made somewhere other than Turn 

5.  The answer came in Steveõs Youtube 

offering:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=02ndaiT-

IdY  Steveõs video also includes behind the scenes 

footage of the drivers welcome meeting as well as the 

final awards ceremony which is well worth viewing. 

Regarding the awards ceremony ð it was great.  A lot of 

happy and pumped up drivers entered the FOT tent 

after a great race.  Joe Alexander gave a very moving 

tribute in describing the history of the Cup and his 

special relationship with Kas Kastner.  Several racers 

took turns telling Kas stories.  The crowd was honored 

by a visit from Pete Brock who spoke of his friendship 

with Kas and their mutual development of the 

TR250K.   

 

TR250K in front of the FOT Tent 

Triumph powered Devin coming into Carousel 
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The 1-2-3 podium finishers of the Kastner Cup race 

were Tony Garmey in the TR250K, Dan Gehweiler in his 

1969 GT6, and Alex Amys in his 1970 GT6.  And those 

finishes were well deserved as they led the pack for 

the entire race.  But the award of the Kastner Cup is 

not determined solely by podium finish rather it is 

determined by a combination of competitive results, 

presentation of the race car, and attitude and interest 

in Vintage Racing.  So when Grand Marshal Joe 

Alexander announced that the 2023 Kastner Cup 

winner was Tony Drews a very big cheer went out with 

the group.  Tony is a stalwart to Triumph vintage 

racing, a fast and consistent driver and a friend to 

all.  Very well deserved. 

 

And with that, the Cup was a wrap for 2023 other than 

announcing the 2024 venue.  So for all you wine 

aficionados you have more incentive to attend the next 

great Cup race at Sonoma Raceway.  See you there.  

 

Ps.  Iõm not a photographer as evidenced by the photos 

I took.  If you want great shots, check out the 

outstanding photos VTR editor Shawn Frank captured 

during the whole event.  You can see many on Facebook 

now, or I suspect the next VTR magazine Shawn 

publishes. Some additional photos are on the following 

pages. 

Tony Drews receiving the Kastner Cup 
 

Pete Brock talking about Kas 

Cup Group Shot (credit Shawn Frank) 
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