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How about this delightful fall weather we have 
finally begun to experience.  If you havenõt taken 
an early Saturday morning drive to join the Trav-

eling Triumph Breakfasts youõre missing some 
great driving and enlightening conversation with 
many of your fellow TTR members. Check the 
Breakfast schedule listed later in this Bluebonnet 
and come join us. 

 

DRIVING SAFELY IN OUR TRIUMPHS. As we 
prepare to depart for the 2023 Falling Leaves 

Tour, I have been reminded recently that our 
LBCs are not the safest cars on the road. In Au-
gust the members of the Capitol Triumph Club in 
the DC area were rocked by a fatal crash on their 
Cruisinõ for Crustaceans Drive that killed the driv-

er and left his wife seriously injured, but at least 
alive. Many of you are also aware that a couple of 
our own TTR members have in recent months been 
involved in serious incidents in their Triumphs as 
well.  Thankfully neither of which had the conse-

quences as the one in DC.  My message for all of 
you, my friends, is to drive carefully with height-
ened awareness for your surroundings and return 
home safely. 

 

After the hiatus of a couple of years the Texas 
Triumph Register will, once again, be dazzling the 
Houston AutoRama Car Show with a display of our 
Classic British Motorcars. Thanks to the efforts 

of David Fowler and Mike Woodward we are en-
hancing the display this year by teaming up with 
the MG Club of Houston.  As of this writing we will 
have four Triumphs and two MGs to show. If you 
are in town and want to help man the booth, please 

contact David Fowler to sign up. 

 

When November rolls around it is time to brush 

off your finest party clothes and register for the 
TTR Holiday Party.  Our premier party planner, 
Prudence Gruss, has reserved Maggianoõs Little 
Italy on Post Oak for this years party and the 
menu is truly spectacular. You should have re-

ceived an Evite with which to make your reserva-
tion a few weeks ago, so reply to that to reserve 
your seats. In case you havenõt seen the Evite, 
contact Pru or me and weõll get one to you.  

 

Due to the scheduling of a much deserved lengthy 
vacation in October, our Bluebonnet Editor and his 

staff will provide reports on the Triumph vs MG 
Autocross and the Falling Leaves Tour in the De-
cember Bluebonnet.   

 

Until then, be safe and get those Triumphs on the 
open road. 

From the President é  
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I think the major reason we use the decimal sys-

tem is because most of us were born with ten fin-

gers. Most of us learned to use Roman Numerals as 

children, but have found little use for them in mod-

ern life. Anyone who has done any computer pro-

gramming is aware of the hexadecimal numbering 

system. It utilizes a base of sixteen instead of a 

base of ten. Every machine level programmer knows 

that the hexadecimal system is short hand for the 

binary system. Computers utilize wide binary ele-

ments that can be only one or zero. Conversion of 

four binary bits into hexadecimal is nearly 

thoughtless. Unless programming at machine level, 
most of us are rarely reminded of numbering sys-

tems, and assume decimal. 

 

Our rulers, our calendars, and our clocks, are not 

decimal. We know that half past two, is two-thirty, 

not two fifty. We know there is no thirteenth 

month, or thirteenth hour (unless using military 

time). We know that two feet is the same as twen-
ty-four inches. We know that if we are to meet 

someone at a quarter of, and they are going to be a 

half hour late, we are not going to use the decimal 

system to figure out when to expect them. We 

probably are not going to use Roman numerals at all 

-unless they are written on our clocks. Our comput-

ers are going to use ones and zeros (binary) to de-

termine the date, time, or anything. If we were to 

look at the machine level registers, we would 

acknowledge them as hexadecimal values. But we do 

not usually think about number systems. 

 

On my birthday, I turned sixty-three years old. 

(Base Ten or Decimal 63.) I realized that, this 

year, I turned LXIII (Roman numerals). I was re-

minded that I am now 111111 (Binary). Which is to 

say I turned 3F (Hexadecimal). -Which obviously 

means that next year I am going to be 64 

(Decimal), 40 (Hexadecimal), or a million 1000000 

(Binary). I look forward to looking like a million -

even if it will only be recognized by the surprisingly 

attentive and binary aware. 

 

 

Even if you must change your numbering system, I 

hope you feel like a million. I am counting on it. 

Jerry at 61 going on 62 (speed and age)  
wondering where he left his windscreen 

Tales of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 

Pru and Jerry - feeling like a million 
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November 2023  2023 Houston All British Car Day 

On October 14, 2023, the Houston MG Club hosted the 

33nd Annual Houston All British Car Day. The event 

was held at The Butler House, an American restaurant 

and venue in Spring, TX. This was a relatively large 

event with 77 registered cars covering almost all 

British marques of current and recent vintage 

production. The featured marque this year was Jaguar. 

The designated charity for this yearõs event is the 

Isaiah 117 House of Montgomery and Walker Counties  

 

The weather was a perfect Chamber of Commerce day 

for October with a cloudless sky and temperatures in 

the lower seventies through the afternoon. As a special 

bonus, there was the rare annular partial solar eclipse, 

visible through safe viewing equipment, during the early 

afternoon hours. 

 

The cars were parked in their assigned locations ready 

for final detailing with the Participantõs Choice 

selection beginning at 10:00, and the awards 

presentation was held at 12:30.  The voting tabulation 

proceeded quickly through the use of an online voting 

and tabulation system. After the awards, many of the 

TTR attendees headed over to the monthly meeting to 

conclude a full day of Triumph club related events.  

The Butler House 

Classic and modern Jaguars 
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Row of MGBs Jaguars and Morgans 

More MGBs Vintage Bugatti 

Morgan 3-Wheelers.  1939 (left) and 2023 (right) 1951 Allard 
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November 2023  2023 Houston All British Car Day 

Eight Triumphs in the Participantõs Choice Category 

Row of Triumphs Row of Triumphs (reverse angle) 

Kenny Daves with his new (to him) TR2 James Moore Premier Class TR250 

David Fowler with his Mini TTR members enjoying the show 
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The Texas Triumph Register club was well represented with entries in 

each Triumph class, and some entries in non-Triumph classes. The 

podium finishers are listed below. Photos (as available) are also on this 

page.  
 

¶ TR2/3 ----  Mike Hado - 1st (TR3B) 

¶ TR4/250 - Steven Voss - 1st (TR4A) 

¶ TR6 - Greg Sidora - 1st  (late TR6) 

¶ Spitfire / Special -- John Barrett - 1st (Sports Six)  

¶ Mini -- David Fowler- 1st   

¶ Premier Award - James Moore (TR250) 

¶ Jaguar (Late) - Mike Woodward - 2nd 

 

Overall a fun day, and another great Houston All British Car Day event 

produced by the Houston MG Club. Mike Hado 

Steven Voss Greg Sidora John Barrett 

David Fowler James Moore Mike Woodward 

Story - Mike Woodward, John Hanten 
Photos - John Hanten 
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The meeting was called to order at 3:05 by TTR President Hal Sharp.  Hal thanked host  Len Meyers for hosting 

the event, and Fred Wagner and John Baguley for making the Zoom arrangements. There were 28 people present, 

8 proxies, and one Zoom attendee for a total of 37, constituting a quorum for club business. 

 

President Update - Hal ð provided an update on Bob Penningtonõs status in Israel.  Bob and his family are doing 

okay, and Bob will provide updates going forward. 

 

Approval of Minutes - M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last Bluebonnet 

newsletter. 

 

Membership Report ð Mike Hado ð reported there are 182 total current family memberships. 

 

Treasurerõs Report ð Mike Rouse - reported inflows, outflows, and month-end balance.  The club is in strong 

financial condition. 

 

Regalia - James Moore ð reported that some people are ordering from the new website.  Also, there are still some 

Regional Posters and other old TTR regalia available. 

 

Website / IT ð no report. 

 

Special Events  

 

¶ Falling Leaves Tour ð Mike Woodward ð reported that details are finalized for the upcoming Falling Leaves 

Tour on Nov 1-3.  Mike outlined the communication plan that will be used for the event. 

 

¶ 2023 VTR Nationals Results ð Hal Sharp ð requested a brief update on the recently completed event in 

Dillard, GA.  Sallie Rouse and John Hanten provide a brief update of the event and TTR results, which will 

be covered in the next Bluebonnet. 

 

¶ Autocross Challenge ð David Fowler ð reminded the group of the upcoming Autocross Challenge Event at 

the Houston Police Academy on October 28. 

 

¶ AutoRama ð David Fowler ð updated the group on the plans for AutoRama this year.  There will be four TTR 

members showing three Triumphs and another LBC.  The space is being filled out by two MG Club entrants.  

David will be circulating the volunteer sign-up sheets for staffing the event during Thanksgiving weekend. 

 

¶ Christmas Lights Tour ð David Fowler ð said he welcomes any suggestions for a Christmas Lights Tour this 

year.  The best options might likely be mid-week and avoid River Oaks. 

 

¶ 2024 VTR Events ð John Hanten ð mentioned that venues for 2024 South Central Regional VTR and 2024 

VTR National Events have been announced and reservations are now open.  Due to limited space, potential 

attendees are encouraged to reserve early.  There will be a feature page for each event in upcoming 

Bluebonnet issues. 

TTR Meeting Minutes for October 
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Breakfast Club - John Barrett ð reported that the Autocross breakfast is at Black Bear Diner on Ritchie Road 

for convenience. He is currently looking for other venues in that area of Houston. 

 

 New Business  

 

¶ Holiday Party ð December 3rd at Maggianoõs.  Additional details will be communicated as they develop. Pru 

Grus is continuing with the planning details. 

 

¶ 2023 Monthly Meeting Hosts 

 

 ̄November - Jeff & Meaghan Dade (first-time hosts ð Thank you!) 

 ̄December ð monthly meeting is held in conjunction with the Holiday Party. 

 

¶ 2024 Monthly Meeting Hosts 

 

 ̄January ð Hal and Debbie Sharp 

 ̄February ð John Hanten and Nancy Money 

 ̄March ð James Moore 

 ̄April ð Mike and Sallie Rouse 

 ̄October - Jeff & Meaghan Dade   

 ̄November ð Tim Maxwell 

 ̄Contact Hal Sharp if you would like to volunteer to host a monthly meeting next year.  There are still 

openings during the summer months. 

 

Join VTR ð Hal Sharp ð reminded the group to join VTR if you are not already a member.  

 

Adjourn ð M/S/A to adjourn at 3:41.  Minutes recorded and edited by John Hanten 

 

 

TTR Meeting Minutes for October 
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November 2023  TTR October Meeting Photos  

Meeting Host Len Meyers, son Jeff, and Mocha 
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November 2023  TTR October Meeting Photos  
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Photos - Fred Wagner 

TTR October Meeting Photos  
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November 2023  Member News - Mike Hado 

 

 

New Members: 
 

   Brad & Penny Easom, Houston, TX ð 1980 Vermillion Spitfire 

   Tim & Hanh Tran, Houston, TX ð 1975 Signal Red TR6 

 

 

TTR Birthdays for November 

 

 

Sunshine Coddou    1 

Prudence Gruss  2 

Mike Woodward   4 

Libby Beckenbaugh   6 

Bill Parker (Katy)   6 

Nena Smith    6 

Shelly Payne    7 

Dave Steitz    8 

Collene Zuchowski  10 

John Barrett  14 

Chris Collins   15 

Susan Friesell   17 

Liz Reynolds   17 

Jim Hartzog   21 

Mark Elliott   22 

Michael Gruy  22 

Deborah Markiewicz 28 

Nancy Pederson   29 

David Switzer  30 

1979 Spitfire 1500 Magazine Ad 
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Breakfast Meetings 
Saturday Traveling Breakfasts are back in full swing!  See the schedule be-

low and watch for Mike Hadoõs reminder email for confirmation. 

NOTE; See the Upcoming Events tab on the TTR website for specific in-

formation for all events:  

¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ μ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ όǘŜȄŀǎǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦƻǊƎύ  

Breakfast meetings begin between 7:30 am & 8 am for coffee & we usually eat Breakfast at around 8:00 am.    

Car viewing after Breakfast. 

Date  Location Address 
 

  

¶ Nov 4, 2023 9er's Grill Katy 23225 Kingsland Blvd., Katy TX 77494 

¶ Nov 11, 2023 Midtown Bar and Grill 415 West Gray St., Houston TX 77019 

¶ Nov 18, 2023 Another Broken Egg Caf® 1912 Wescott Avenue Suite 250, Sugar Land TX 77479 

¶ Nov 25, 2023 Yale Street Grill 2100 Yale Street, Houston TX 77008 

¶ Dec 2, 2023 Stella's  3115 Dixie Farm Road #117, Pearland, TX 77581 

¶ Dec 9, 2023 Goode Company Taqueria 4902 Kirby Drive, Houston TX 77098 

   

TTR Club Calendar  

 

 

Events 

¶ Nov 11, 2023 - Monthly Meeting - Jeff & Meaghan Dade hosting (Location details in club email) 

¶ Nov 22-26, 2023 - Houston Autorama, GRB Convention Center  (details in following pages) 

¶ Dec 3, 2023 - TTR Christmas Party - Maggianoõs Little Italy Restaurant (See details in following pages) 

¶ Dec TBD, 2023 - TTR Holiday Lights Drive and Dine   (Information forthcoming) 

¶ May 30 - Jun 1, 2024 - SCVTR Regional Event, St. Louis, MO. (Event and lodging details at 2024 SCVTR)  

¶ Sept 8 - 12, 2024 - VTR National Convention, Nashville, IN (Event and lodging details here)  

 

 

___ Monthly Meeting      ___ Driving Event      __ Car Show Event      __ Local Special Event  

http://www.texastriumphregister.org/upcoming-events/
http://www.sltoa.org/vtr24info.htm
https://indianatriumphcars.regfox.com/2024-vintage-triumph-register-national-convention
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November 2023  TTR Local Event Updates   

 

November 22-26 - Houston Autorama,  

 

Volunteers and Cars Needed 

 

After last yearõs hiatus, TTR plans to return to the 

Houston Autorama again this year, but in a òback-to-the

-pastó format. Since we had only four TTR members 

that offered to show a car (we have 6 spots in total on 

the stand), we are returning to the original format 

from around 30 years ago when TTR and several other 

local clubs originally showed a variety of Little British 

Cars on a joint stand.    

 

So, we are opening the two remaining spots to any TTR 

members with another classic British car they would be 

willing to show, and we have also extended an invitation 

to our HMGCC friends to help us fill those last spots.  

 

We also need volunteers to help with:  

1. setting up the stand on Wednesday 22nd,   

2. dismantling it late on Sunday 26th afternoon, and  

3. staffing the stand for a while each day (Thursday 

23rd ð Sunday 26th) to help publicize our club and 

cars to enquiring show visitors.  

 

[Those volunteering on the Wednesday and/or Sunday 

usually have an opportunity to see some of the show 

exhibits for free; we may have free entrance-passes 

each day for some of those staffing the booth.] 

 

If you are willing to volunteer for the # 1, 2, and/or 3 

opportunities above, please email me:  

 

David Fowler - djfowler713@gmail.com   

Magnolia Car Show Results  

From Kenny Daves: 

 

Hey All,  

 

I wanted to thank you all for supporting the car show, I 

hope you had a good time. 

I apologize for the delay in presenting the trophies. 

Judging took longer than I'd planned for....with that, I 

was thinking, that for our first show, we would have 

around 40 cars, we had 58 entries. We'll take what we 

learned this year and adjust it for next years show. 

Over all, we benefited the M1BC Youth group with over 

$5K....that is awesome. 

 

Speaking of awards, our group did great in the import 

class: 

¶ Jerry Gruss placed 3rd 

¶ Mike Woodward placed 2nd 

¶ Greg Sidora placed 1st 

 

Thanks again for the support, 

Kenny Daves 

mailto:djfowler713@gmail.com
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¶ Date:  Sunday, December 3, 2023, from 11 - 2 

 

¶ Location:  Maggianoõs Little Italy  

           2019 South Post Oak Blvd  

                Houston, TX 77056 

                (713) 961-3565 

 

¶ Parking:  Self parking is the only option 

 

¶ Menu:   
 

 ̄First Course  

- Mozzarella Marinara 

- Calamari Fritteõ 

- Maggianos Salad 

 

 ̄Second Course 

- Mushroom Ravioli Al Forno 

- Momõs meat Lasagna Marinara  

- Grilled Chicken tomatoes & Basil 

 

 ̄Third Course 

- Chocolate Layered Cake 

- New York Cheesecake  

 

 ̄Lunch includes Ciabatta Rolls, Coffee, tea 
and assorted sodas 

 

 ̄Lunch is served family style 

¶ Price: $25 per person (reservation and pay-
ment details to come) 

                 

¶ Extras - Wine and bar drinks are an additional 
charge and can be paid separately at the party 

 

¶ Toys for Tots Gift offering: ~ $25 gifts for 
kids or teenagers (unwrapped) 

 

¶ Left Right game (optional):   ~ $25 gift 
wrapped per person to play 

 

 

 

 

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ нлно ¢¢w IƻƭƛŘŀȅ tŀǊǘȅ - ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ 

TTR Holiday Party - December 3 

Private Room 



 

 19 

 

November 2023  National Triumph Clubs 

.ŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ±¢w aŜƳōŜǊ 

The Vintage Triumph Register 
has its benefits.  A national 
club of Triumph enthusiasts 
spanning the globe needs you 
as a member.  Affiliate club 
membership is not an auto-
matic membership to VTR. 

Some of the benefits: 

¶ The Vintage Triumph Magazine - Our award-
winning bi-monthly color publication. 

¶ 2024 VTR National Meet in Nashville, Indiana 

¶ Access to a large number of local clubs. 

¶ Website with reference material and members-only 
sections covering all Triumph models. 

¶ Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B. 
(Factory trace documents on other Triumph models 
no longer available 

¶ Clothing, regalia, exclusive items 

¶ Specific vehicle consultants and experts 

{ƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǾƛƴǘŀƎŜǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦƻǊƎ  

bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !Ŷƭƛŀǝƻƴǎ 

 

https://vintagetriumphregister.org/
http://www.vtr.org
http://www.triumphregister.com
http://www.6-pack.org
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{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ олΣ нлно 

aŜŀŘƻǿǎ tƭŀŎŜΣ ǎƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ IƻǳǎǘƻƴΣ ¢· 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - Hal Sharp 
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hŎǘƻōŜǊ тΣ нлно 

aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ tŀǊƪ !ǊŜŀΣ IƻǳǎǘƻƴΣ ¢· 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - John Baguley 
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hŎǘƻōŜǊ мпΣ нлно 

{ǇǊƛƴƎΣ ¢· 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - John Baguley 
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hŎǘƻōŜǊ нмΣ нлно 

¢ƻƳōŀƭƭΣ ¢· 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - John Hanten 
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2022 VTR North American Triumph Challenge 

 

The 2023 VTR North American Triumph Challenge was 

held in Dillard, GA, from Sept 27 -  

Oct 1, 2023.  The event was co-hosted by the Georgia 

Triumph Association, and the British Auto Owners 

Group of Middle Georgia. The Georgia group has 

previous experience hosting VTR National Events, the 

latest being the 2010 event in Jekyll Island, GA, in 

2010. 

 

The host hotel was the Dillard House, a resort and 

conference established on a 1,000-acre land grant 

made to Captain John Dillard in 1794.  From simple 

beginnings, the Dillard House has grown into a modern 

hotel with 92 guest rooms and suites, and more than 28 

cottages and chalets.  Also included is a modern 

business center with catering, ballroom, and meeting 

room facilities for large events.  The large open fields 

provide access to horseback riding, a petting zoo, and a 

great venue for the Concours event. 

 

This was a large VTR National Event, with about 250 

registered cars, and a final banquet attendance limited 

to 300 people.  There was representation from across 

the United States, with a chance to see many cars 

from the east and southeast parts of the US that have 

not been represented in recent VTR National Events in 

Oklahoma, Texas, or Illinois. 

 

Dillard is a relatively small town with a population of 

~350, catering to tourists visiting the northern Georgia 

Mountains.  There are several restaurants, some 

antique stores, a Piggly Wiggly supermarket, a gas 

station, and a motel.  The motel was the nearest 

overflow motel for the event, with additional lodging 

available about ten miles down the road in the small 

town of Clayton, GA.  Dillard is in the Little Tennessee 

River valley, immediately south of the North Carolina 

border and is surrounded by the Blue Ridge Mountains, 

which provided for spectacular driving roads for 

multiple drives and events. 

Dillard - Location Map 

Dillard House - host venue 

2023 VTR National Convention Report 
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The schedule for this event was a bit stretched 

relative to a normal VTR National format, with the 

activities beginning with a Welcome Reception on 

Wednesday and concluding with the Awards Banquet on 

Sunday evening. Overall, this format provided plenty of 

time for the scheduled events, as well as self-guided 

tours, and relaxing hang-time at the conference center. 

 

The Journey East 

 

Nancy and I were one of five TTR registered teams 

who travelled from the Houston area.  With Dillard 

about 1,000 miles away, we decided to trailer the TR6 

and travel a northern route, staying primarily on US-20 

and avoiding traffic in Atlanta.   

En-route, we rendezvoused with Mike and Sallie Rouse, 

trailering their TR4.  Mike had been attending a 

reunion event earlier in the week, so we met up on the 

second day and travelled the final leg into Dillard 

together on the winding Georgia mountain roads.   

 

Clark and Jane McKinley left a day later and put in 

some long-distance days trailering their TR3, arriving 

in Dillard at the same time as the earlier cars.   

 

David Fowler took a different approaché.he took 

delivery of a Triumph Spitfire purchased online a few 

hours from the event.  He flew to the nearest airport, 

picked up the Spitfire, and drove up to Dillard to 

participate in the festivities.  Finally, Greg and Mindy 

Sidora were registered participants at the event, but 

were reluctant to take their TR6 to their first VTR 

National Event that far away and did not have an 

available trailer.  Instead, they elected to fly to a 

nearby airport, drive to Dillard and participate in the 

social and driving activities where possible, and take in 

the overall scene.   

 

So, the tally was nine TTR members, travelling largely 

different routes, converging for the action at the 

opening events on Wednesday afternoon.  

 

 

 
Rendezvous in Rome, GA 

Eastbound - US-20 

Back road route to Dillard 

2023 VTR National Convention Report 
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Wednesday 

¶ Arrival and registration 

¶ Welcome Reception 

 

Wednesday afternoon included the usual activities of 

unloading and parking the trailer and heading over to 

the registration area to get familiar with the facilities. 

The registration process was well organized with 

individual packets prepared for participants that 

included a copy of their registration, banquet tickets, 

breakfast-run tickets, voting ballots for craft-photo-

model contest and Participantõs Choice car show, the 

Concours placard, a numbered car magnet, and a dash-

plaque.  There was also a lot of general information 

provided by the local chamber of commerce about 

activities, restaurants, wineries, and hiking trails for 

participants.  It became clear that this part of Georgia 

is a tourist destination for hikers, motorcyclists, car 

enthusiasts, and social destination events, with multiple 

large venues in the area to cater to special events. 

We reviewed the event program and made our mental 

schedule for the week.  The first scheduled activity 

was the Welcome Reception on Wednesday Evening (a 

no-brainer), so we spent the afternoon reuniting with 

old friends, checking out the cars, and getting our 

craft-model-photo entries registered.  

 

The general venue was well suited as a hub for event 

activities.  The large rooms for registration, silent 

auction, and hospitality / vendor booths were not 

crowded and allowed for relaxed socializing.  The main 

venue featured a large, covered porch overlooking the 

large reserved parking area furnished with large 

wooden rocking chairs, perfect for relaxing, sipping an 

iced tea, and taking in the Triumphant sights. 

Special display featuring the work of Michelotti   

Sponsored hospitality room with snacks and drinks 

Reserved Triumph Parking 

Large registration area 

2023 VTR National Convention Report 


