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March 2024  

Greetings everyone.  As I sit down to compose my 
thoughts for the March 2024 Bluebonnet, I am 
taken aback that we are already nearing the end 

of Q1 of the year.  As they say, "time flies when 
you're having fun", and also as you get old-
er.  We've also been blessed lately with some ex-
ceptionally warm, sunny days.  This weather has 
indeed inspired me to finish the brake booster 

and master cylinder replacement that I mentioned 
in last month's Bluebonnet.  Once I got over my 
first, and I hope only, bout with covid, I got my 
freshly restored booster installed and mounted 
the new master cylinder. All that remains as of 

this writing is to bleed all the lines, inspect for 
leaks, and I will be set to hit the road and the 
track for the March 23 TR vs MG Challenge Auto-
cross. 

 

I offer another reminder that the nominating pro-
cess for our annual TTR Officer Elections is rap-
idly approaching. The work of keeping TTR orga-

nized and our members up to date is shared by 
about 8 volunteers, 5 of which make up the execu-
tive committee.  If you are interested in stepping 
up to help carry the load in one of these leader-
ship positions I would love to hear from you.   

 

The calendar for this spring and summer looks to 
have plenty of local and not so local opportunities 
for sporting our Triumphs. 

 

¶ March 23 - TR vs MG Autocross at the HPD 

Driving course 

¶ April 6 - TTR Bluebonnet Run 

¶ April 18-21 - Kastner Cup, Sonoma Raceway, 

Calif. 

¶ May 2 - Battle of the Brits Golf Tournament, 

Jersey Meadow GC 

¶ May 30 - June 1 - VTR SC Regionals, St Louis, 

MO 

¶ Sept 8-12 - VTR Nationals, Nashville, IN 

 

The autocross committee is already putting the 
final touches on the course layout, and you will see 
later in this Bluebonnet the details for the Blue-
bonnet Run and Battle of the Brits Golf Tourna-
ment.  For those of you who desire to travel a bit, 

you might consider joining the group of us, proba-
bly as many as eight TTR Triumphs who are making 
the trip to St Louis for Regionals.  There is more 
info in later pages of this Bluebonnet about that 
too. 

 

It's looking like a great spring and summer for 
TTR, so be sure to get your Triumph tuned up and 

ready to hit the Open Road. 

 

 

 

 

From the President é  
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All our Triumphs came from England. But not all came 

with their owner and not all came right hand driven. 

Not every Triumph has been in my driveway. Not every 

Triumph is owned by a club member. Not every owner is 

younger than I am. Today I had a young owner drive his 

right hand driven GT6 into my driveway -still wearing 

his ôout of stateõ tags. 

He is considering joining our club and electronically 

connected. His email indicated that he had no brake 

lights, no fuel or temperature gauges, or turn signals 

and requested a little assistance. If you have looked 

ahead at the picture, or gave it much thought, you 

might guess he had a ôbadõ fuse. But if you looked close-

ly at the fuse, you might think it is a small fuse for 

that application. With the help of a magnifying glass, I 

could see the blown fuse was rated at 5 amps. Turn sig-

nals and brake lights together draw over 6 amps. Truly, 

this is a ôbadõ fuse, and I found myself wondering why it 

was installed rather than why it burned open. I won-

dered why it was working fine òon the other side of the 

pondó but not now. I wondered if there might be a more 

significant problem. I wondered if this was some prank 

test. 

 

We installed an amp meter in place of the fuse. Opera-

tion of the turn signals, brake lights, gauges, and wip-

ers resumed with expected current measurements. So, 

we replaced the fuse with one from my bucket, rated 

at 20 amps. I started to explain the significance of the 

4-way flasher switch. Seconds later, we had no turn 

signals, gauges, brake lights, wipers and no 4-way flash-

ers. After some random testing, we had 4-way flashers 

but no turn signals. Some more random testing, found 

us with turn signals but no 4-way flashers. It should be 

no surprise that the fuse for 4-way flashers is a dif-

ferent fuse than for the turn signals (and other keyed 

devices). We both became a bit confused. 

 

It turns out the ôbadõ fuse, is really a faulty fuse box. 

A simple touch of any given fuse at the right spot 

would make or break that circuit. I guaranteed his 

brake lights would work all the way to the end of my 

driveway, but suggested he replace his fuse block.  

 

If you happen to see a very pretty, silver 1972 GT6 

with a license plate that barely fits across the front of 

the car, say hello to Joe Nightengale. Tell him if his 

brake lights are not working. By joining our club, he is 

hoping to be entitled to all the honors and benefits oc-

curring there too. 

 

      Jer 

Jerry at 61 going on 62 (speed and age)  
wondering where he left his windscreen 

Tales of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 

Right-hand drive GT6 with ôout of stateõ tags 

ôbadõ fuse 
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February 10 is the birthday of Sir John Black, a 

visionary individual who orchestrated Standard's 

acquisition of Triumph post-World War II, paving the 

way for the incredible cars we cherish today.  

 

In 2016, Drive Your Triumph Day was instituted to 

celebrate the marque, and encourage Triumph owners 

worldwide to get out and drive their car, and submit a 

photo to the central organizer, Rye Livingston.  

 

Since its inception in 2016, Drive Your Triumph Day has 

gained remarkable traction with hundreds of photos 

from participants across the globe: England, Scotland, 

Ireland, Wales, New Zealand, Australia, South Africa, 

Uruguay, Netherlands, Germany, Switzerland, Finland, 

Canada, Holland, Czech Republic, and the USA.   

 

This year the date coincided with the TTR February 

Monthly Meeting, so a short guided drive was organized 

to provide photo opportunities with the cars.  The drive 

started in Sugarland Memorial Park, the same venue as 

the Regional Concours Event in 2023. 

Drive Your Triumph Day - February 10 

Thirteen mile guided drive in Sugar Land 

Sir John Black - Happy Birthday to You! 

John Barrett (Sports Six), Tere & Sam Jeffries 

David & Allison Fowler 
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The group was joined by Dusty Nicholson in his 

modified TR3. 

 

The group headed out at 1:30, initially travelling down a 

back road to Brazos River Park for a photo stop. 

The route headed along University Boulevard and 

culminated with a driving leg along Palm Royale 

Boulevard lined with enormous mansions and 

Sweetwater Country Club. 

The drive ended at the monthly meeting location where 

meeting host, Nancy Money, had posed earlier in the 

day for her Drive Your Triumph Day photo. 

 

 

 

 

Heading out from the Memorial Park 

On the back road 

Dusty Nicholson, Allison & David Fowler,  
Tere Jeffries & John Barrett 

Along University Boulevard 

Nancy Money with her TR6 

Drive Your Triumph Day - February 10 
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March 2024  

The meeting was held on  February 10, 2024. The meeting was called to order at 3:02 by TTR VP - Special Events 

Mike Woodward.  Mike thanked Nancy Money and John Hanten for hosting the meeting, and Fred Wagner and 

John Baguley for setting up the Zoom call.  There were 30 in-person attendees, 8 proxies, and one Zoom 

attendee, for a total of 39 which represents a quorum for club business.  

 
 

Approval of Minutes ð M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last Bluebonnet 

newsletter. 

 

Membership Report ð Mike Hado ð reported there are 190 family memberships as of today.      

 

Treasurerõs Report ð Mike Rouse ð provided a financial summary for January 2024,  reporting inflows, outflows, 

and month-end balance.   

 

Regalia ð James Moore -  had nothing new to report.  However, it did say that he is hosting the March Meeting 

and remaining physical regalia inventory will be available at a discount. 

 

IT ð no specific report.  The club website is operational and presumed to have been migrated to the new hosting 

service by Bob Pennington.  We will request confirmation from Bob and report at the March meeting.    

 

Special Events   

 

¶ 2024 Bluebonnet Run ð Mike Woodward -  scheduled for April 6 with details now available in the 

Bluebonnet.  Contact Mike Woodward if you are planning to attend.     

 

¶ 2024 Charity Golf Tournament ð Mike Woodward -  Announced that the 2024 MG vs. Triumph golf 

tournament will be on May 2,  with proceeds going to a charity designated by the winning club. The MG Club 

has already selected Brookwood as their charity.  After some discussion, there was a vote with TTR 

selecting WorkTexas Training Center as the TTR designated charity.  WorkTexas is a nonprofit vocational 

high school and adult trade school.  Details about the event are in the Bluebonnet. 

 

¶ 2024 Drive Your Triumph Day ð David Fowler ð reported a successful Guided Drive was completed 

immediately before the meeting. There will be a story with photos in the next Bluebonnet. 

 

¶ 2024 Autocross Event ð Dusty Nicholson ð Announced that the next Autocross Event will be Saturday, 

March 23 at the Houston Police Academy.  More information is available in the Bluebonnet. 

 

¶ Rice University Baseball Game ð David Fowler ð reported he was contacted by Rice University to see if 

there would be interest in showing our Triumphs at a baseball game in the future.  The participants would 

receive a discounted ticket price for bringing their car.  David asked for a show of hands and will get back 

to the club with more details.   

 

¶ Gateway Classic Cars ð David Fowler ð reported that Gateway would be interested in hosting Triumphs for 

TTR Meeting Minutes for February 
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March 2024  TTR Meeting Minutes for February 

a car show at their facility and would pay participants $5 to attend with their car.  David will provide more 

details regarding possible dates and logistics. 

 

¶ October Shiner Brewery Drive ð David Fowler ð reported there are discussions with several car clubs, 

including the Hill Country Triumph Club for a drive and meet-up at the Shiner Brewery.  He will provide 

more details when they are available. 

 

New Business   

 
¶   2024 Monthly Meeting Hosts 

 
 ̄March ð James Moore 

 ̄April ð Mike and Sallie Rouse 

 ̄May ð Jeff Kaiser 

 ̄June ð Mike and Stephanie Woodward 

 ̄July ð September - Open 

 ̄October ð Jeff & Trixie Dade 

 ̄November ð Tim Maxwell 

 ̄Contact Hal Sharp if you would like to volunteer to host a monthly meeting next year.  There are still 
openings during the summer months. 

 

¶ TTR Officer Elections ð Mike Woodward ð reminded the group that TTR Officer nominations are due in 

April with voting at the May meeting.  He reminded the group of Hal Sharpõs request to consider 

volunteering for any officer position. 

 

¶ Join VTR ð Hal Sharp ð reminded the group to join VTR if you are not already a member.  TTR has 48 VTR 

members. 

 

¶ Russ Seto Scholarship Update ð John Barrett ð reported that Lone Star College provided him with 

information regarding the recipients of the Fall 2023 and Spring 2024 scholarships.  John provided Lone 

Star with a schedule of our monthly meetings and an invitation for the recipients to attend. 

 

Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:29.  Minutes recorded and edited by John Hanten. 

 

(M/S/A =   motion made / seconded / approved ) 
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March 2024  TTR February Meeting Photos  

Meeting Hosts - John Hanten & Nancy Money 

Happy Birthday Sir John! 
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March 2024  TTR February Meeting Photos  
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March 2024  TTR February Meeting Photos  

Photos - John Hanten 
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March 2024  Member News - Mike Hado 

 

 

New Members: 

    Adrian & Sandra Black, Richmond, TX ð 1971 Red Spitfire 

Douglas & Valerie Millman, The Woodlands, TX ð 1975 Carmine 
Red TR6 

John & Janet Shellenberger, Houston, TX ð 1974 Purple TR6 

Mitch & Jen Wirtes, League City, TX (Son of Steve & Angelica 
Wirtes) ð 1978 Carmine Red Spitfire  

Myles & Angie Woodward, Houston, TX (Returning members 
from 2009) ð 1964 Green TR4 RHD 

Joe Nightingale, Houston, TX ð 1972 Gray GT6 

 

 

TTR Birthdays for March 

Beth Jones 1 

Hap Call 2 

Mary Lewis 2 

Martha Zoch 3 

Gene Biasucci 4 

Julie Roccaforte  5 

Anja Fischer 6 

Janetta Rodriguez  6 

Brian Zuchowski  6 

Moose Stovall 12 

Jeff Hunt 14 

Jim Moe 14 

Penny Rettenmaier  14 

Doug Trapp  14 

Fred Wagner  15 

Jack Crutchfield  16 

Walter Gull 16 

Laurie McGinley 16 

Dan Murray  16 

Jim McAndrew  17 

Alma Morales 17 

Sterling Johnson  17 

Tom Przylucki  20 

Peter Mandelik  21 

Mark Riesch  24 

Christina Shamaly  27 

Texas Triumph Register Needs You! 
 

To consider stepping up and volunteering for one of the TTR 
Officer positions. 

¶ President 

¶ VP - Special Events 

¶ VP - Events Coordinator 

¶ Secretary 

¶ Treasurer 

¶ Regalia 

¶ Newsletter Editor 

¶ Webmaster 

The slate is presented at the April Monthly Meeting and the 

election is held during the May Monthly Meeting and by email proxy. 

 

Please contact Hal Sharp to volunteer or obtain additional 

information regarding the duties of each position. 
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March 2024  

Breakfast Meetings 
Saturday Traveling Breakfasts are back in full swing!  See the schedule be-

low and watch for Mike Hadoõs reminder email for confirmation. 

NOTE; See the Upcoming Events tab on the TTR website for specific in-

formation for all events:  

Upcoming Events | Texas Triumph (texastriumphregister.org)  

Breakfast meetings begin between 7:30 am & 8 am for coffee & we usually eat Breakfast at around 8:00 am.    

Car viewing after Breakfast. 

Date  Location Address 
 

  

¶ Mar 2, 2024 I-45 Diner 19790 Interstate 45, Spring TX 77388 

¶ Mar 9, 2024 Yale Street Grill 2100 Yale Street, Houston TX 77008 

¶ Mar 16, 2024 Kelley's Country Cookin' 11555 W. Airport Blvd., Meadow Place TX 77477 

¶ Mar 23, 2024 Black Bear Diner (I45 and E. Richey RD.) 15720 North Fwy, Houston TX 77090 

¶ Mar 30, 2024 Flying Biscuit Caf® - Memorial City 12389 Kingsride Lane, Houston, TX 77024 

¶ Apr 6, 2024 First Watch - Remington Square 10603 West Sam Houston Parkway, Houston, TX 77064 

¶ Apr 13, 2024 Goode Company Taqueria 4902 Kirby Drive, Houston TX 77098 

   

   

TTR Club Calendar  

Events 

 

¶ March 9, 2024 - Monthly Meeting - James Moore hosting (Location details in club email) 

¶ March 23 , 2024 - TTR Autocross Event / MG Challenge (details in following pages) 

¶ April 6, 2024 - 2024 Bluebonnet Run - day drive to Brenham & area (details in following pages) 

¶ April 13, 2024 - Monthly Meeting - Mike & Sallie Rouse hosting (Location details in club email) 

¶ May 2, 2024 - 2024 Battle of the Brits Golf Tournament (details in following pages) 

¶ May 11, 2024 - Monthly Meeting - Jeff Kaiser hosting (Location details in club email) 

¶ May 30 - Jun 1, 2024 - SCVTR Regional Event, St. Louis, MO. (Event and lodging details at 2024 SCVTR)  

¶ Sept 8 - 12, 2024 - VTR National Convention, Nashville, IN (Event and lodging details here)  

 

 

___ Monthly Meeting      ___ Driving Event      __ Car Show Event      __ Local Special Event  

http://www.texastriumphregister.org/upcoming-events/
http://www.sltoa.org/vtr24info.htm
https://indianatriumphcars.regfox.com/2024-vintage-triumph-register-national-convention
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Date:          Saturday, March 23rd  
 

Location:   Houston Police Academy 
  17000 Aldine Westfield 
 

Cost:   $30 per driver  
 

Track:  The track is a į mile road course that the police use for high-speed training and is a safe way to have a 
lot of fun in your Triumph. We hope you will join us. This will be a relaxed and fun event for beginner and 
experienced autocrossers! 
 

Technically this is an autocross practice meaning there are no classes or trophies, however lap times will be 
captured for bragging rights and there will be a team trophy awarded to TEAM TRIUMPH or TEAM MG. 

 

Time:  Arrive at 9:00 am for TECH INSPECTION and DRIVERS MEETING, First Car out around 9:30 am - Track 
closes at 4:00 pm 
 

Feel free to spend the whole day with us or just come for a few hours. Cars will be grouped into òheatsó meaning 
you will get 3 runs all within a 1 hour time period. Your heat might be in the morning or the afternoon, if you have 
a time preference let us know. After all the heats, then you will have the opportunity to do all the extra runs you 
want if time allows. 
 

Triumphs and MGõs will all get their turn before other cars.  Other British cars and all lesser cars go last as time 
allows. 

 

Safety Requirements: 

Car:  Your car will have to pass a safety tech inspection, including: good brakes, tight wheel bearings, throttle 
return spring, good seat belts, battery strapped down, floor mats removed, nothing loose in the cockpit, etc. 
Generally if your car is safe for the road, itõs safe to autocross. 

Driver:  You must have a valid drivers license, sign a liability waiver, and wear a helmet.  Loaner helmets will be 
provided if you do not have one.  Of course itõs advised to have your own helmet so it will fit right and you can 
avoid sharing germs or sweat!  You can find 
lotõs of options online for as little as $30.  We 
recommend getting one with a rating of Snell 
SA2015 or newer. 
 

Food: 

Hot dogs will be provided,  please bring your 
own drinks, chips, cookies, etc. 

Be sure to bring a chair and SUNSCREEN!   
 

Volunteers: 

Set up volunteers are needed, please arrive at 
8:00 if you want to help. 
 

Questions: Ask Dusty.  281-871-9623  

nicholsondustin@yahoo.com 

2024 Triumph vs. MG Autocross  - March 23 

mailto:nicholsondustin@yahoo.com
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This yearõs Bluebonnet Run will be departing 
from the Starbucks located at 9209 West Road 

in Northwest Houston at 9:00 A.M. sharp on 
Saturday April 6. From there we will be taking 
Highway 290 to our first stop, the Chappell Hill 
Historical Society Museum in Chappell Hill. 

 

This is a history museum housed in 1927 school 
building with displays of local history and 
culture including a large collection of Rev. 
Johnnie Swearingen folk art." 

 

From the museum we take a scenic route 
through the Texas countryside to view the 
Texas bluebonnets, in particular in the òField Of 
Dreamsó, discovered by accident during the 
2018 Bluebonnet Run. 

 

Suitably photographed, both the flora and the 
cars, we are off to lunch at Los Cabos Mexican 

Grill for some sumptuous Tex-Mex Cuisine. 

 

Following lunch one has the option of returning 
home directly to Houston or stopping off at the 

Texas Star Winery in Chappell Hill for a light 

refreshment on the way home. 

 

To register simply email Mike Woodward at 

mike.woodward@sbcglobal.net with the number 
of people in your party, your mobile number and 
the make and model of car you will be driving. 

2024 Bluebonnet Run  - April 6 

mailto:mike.woodward@sbcglobal.net
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March 2024  Register Now - Golf Tournament - May 2 

¶ When - May 2, 2023        8:00 AM - 1:00 PM     Please arrive by 7:30 AM! 

¶ Where - Jersey Meadow Golf Course. 8502 Rio Grande St, Jersey Village, TX 77040 

¶ Cost - $60 per participant 

 

Cost is $60 all in (cart, range balls, closest to the pin trophy, and longest drive trophy)  with 
expectation we shall make a little surplus (as we did last year) to donate to winning team's 
charity.  The Houston MG Car Club will be supporting The Brookwood Community for adults 
with disabilities.  The TTR charity selection is still TBD. 

 

This is a Texas 4 person scramble format which means you do not have to be a golfer to 
participate.  You can come along and putt on the greens with the golfers. All that is required is 
to pay your fee, grab some golf clubs, and ride along for the camaraderie while supporting a 
great cause.   

 

When registering, if you are a group, please indicate who and how many is in your group. Email 
Vernon at the address below.  

 

People need to go online to register and pay via the Houston MG Club's website and they will 

bring a single check to pay the golf club:   Event Registration 

 

**NOTE: Registration closes April 30th.  After that, you'll need to contact the event 
coordinator, Vernon Jones to see if there has been a cancellation. 

 

 Vernon Jones, 713-805-1163,   VTJJ@VernonJones.com 

.ŀǧƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .Ǌƛǘǎ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅ DƻƭŦ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘΣ  aŀȅ н 

TTR Members can contact Mike Woodward for more information 

https://houstonmgcc.com/event-5569703/Registration
mailto:VTJJ@VernonJones.com


 

 18 

 

March 2024  2024 VTR South Central Regionals Details 
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March 2024  2024 VTR National Convention Details 
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March 2024  National Triumph Clubs 

.ŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ±¢w aŜƳōŜǊ 

The Vintage Triumph Register 
has its benefits.  A national 
club of Triumph enthusiasts 
spanning the globe needs you 
as a member.  Affiliate club 
membership is not an auto-
matic membership to VTR. 

Some of the benefits: 

¶ The Vintage Triumph Magazine - Our award-
winning bi-monthly color publication. 

¶ 2024 VTR National Meet in Nashville, Indiana 

¶ Access to a large number of local clubs. 

¶ Website with reference material and members-only 
sections covering all Triumph models. 

¶ Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B. 
(Factory trace documents on other Triumph models 
no longer available 

¶ Clothing, regalia, exclusive items 

¶ Specific vehicle consultants and experts 

Sign up at https://vintagetriumphregister.org  

bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !Ŷƭƛŀǝƻƴǎ 

 

https://vintagetriumphregister.org/
http://www.vtr.org
http://www.triumphregister.com
http://www.6-pack.org
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February 3, 2024 

{ǳƎŀǊ [ŀƴŘΣ ¢· 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - John Hanten 



 

 22 

 

March 2024  

February 10, 2024 

aƛŘǘƻǿƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ IƻǳǎǘƻƴΣ ¢· 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - Fred Wagner 
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February 17, 2024 

tŜŀǊƭŀƴŘΣ ¢· 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - John Hanten 
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February 24, 2024 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - Fred Wagner 

aŜȅŜǊƭŀƴŘ !ǊŜŀΣ IƻǳǎǘƻƴΣ ¢· 
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Option 

Option 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ .ƛǘǎ ƻŦ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘΗ 
 Bits of Triumph was created so Triumph drivers and enthusiasts can share 

their passion for beloved vintage British  sportscars with Triumph regalia. 

Triumph pieces are created one at a time, so they can be customized. We 

can add your  name, car model and year to the shirts. Is there a better way 

to brag on your little British beauty? You can plan on sparking conversation 

with these shirts with strangers and fellow ôTriumph-ersõ alike when you 

wear gear celebrating these vintage cars. 

Iƻǿ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ 

https://   bitsoftriumph.com 

Contact Wynnell Gorman   
469-383-2009 

Scan the QR code to open 
the Bits of Triumph website 

  TTR Regalia Update  

For general TTR Regalia information, contact TTR Regalia Manager, James Moore. 

https://bitsoftriumph.com/
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Changing the dashboard in the TR 4-6 series is not a 
difficult proposition, just one in which you need to 

be organized and careful so that it goes well. What I 
am describing is changing the dashboard on a TR4. 
The TR4A-TR6 models are essentially the same, but 
there will be changes depending on the car. 

 

As in all projects, the first thing to do is to read the 
Workshop Manual and peruse the forums for helpful 
hints. Having done that you need a clean bright place 
in which to work. I was fortunate in that John 
Hanten and Nancy Money offered me the use of 
their garage in which to do this. Also, be sure and 
disconnect the battery before doing anything. 

 

The first step is to take a picture of the dashboard 
as it is now so you will remember the center gauges 
and how they are arranged. This is done because 
over they are not always consistent with the Ownerõs 
Manual and Workshop Manual. Now you are ready to 
start to remove the original dashboard. The best 
way to do this is to start by removing the driverõs 
seat so you have space in which to work under the 
dashboard. Then, as the manual says, remove the 
tachometer and speedometer cables as well as the 
ignition and turn signal warning lights and any other 

wires attached to these two instruments. 

 

BE SURE AND LABEL THE WIRES AND PARTS 
AS THEY COME OFF. YOU WILL NOT 
REMEMBER WHERE THEY GO AFTERWARDS! 

 

Once that is done, remove the wires from the light 
rheostat on the left hand side and mark them. The 
manual calls for removing the glove box, but that is 
optional. In this case, we did not do that, nor did we 
suffer any consequences. 

At this point, you are now ready to start removing 
the dashboard. Undo the 5 screws and start to 
carefully move the dashboard slightly back. It is at 
this point you will need to remove the tube 
connected to the oil pressure gauge. Be sure and put 
a rag underneath it, as you may lose a few drops. 

Once that is done, you can now pull the dashboard 
back some more to start marking and removing the 
wires from the gauges. Again mark well. I also 
recommend taking some photographs in case a tag 

falls off. Donõt ask me how I know this! 

 

 

 

Once the wires are removed you can take the 
original dashboard out of the car. Now is a good 
time to refresh your air vents, ignition and turn 
signal chrome pieces. You can also replace the tubing 
to the demisters on the windshield wipers and you 
have access to the heater hoses and wires. Use this 
opportunity to examine behind the dash, as it much 
easier now than at any other time. You can also easily 
refresh your instruments so they look as good as the 
new dashboard. 

 

  Archive-Tech:  TR4 Dashboard Replacement  

Loosening the five screws to remove the wooden 

dash from the metal backing mount 

Editorõs Note - this article was originally published in 

the July 2015 Bluebonnet.  We recently had a request 

for the article from another Triumph organization, so 

Iõm running it again for TTR members. This common 

dashboard replacement will be relevant for Triumph 

TR4 -TR6 models, although the supplier mentioned in 

the article, Nisonger, no longer rebuilds gauges.  
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Parts I recommend having on hand to do this project: 

 

1) New instrument lights. Youõre already there, you 
might as well change them while it is easy 

2) Rubber rings that go between the gauges and the 
dashboard. You can get these from the usual 
suspects ð The Roadster Factory, Moss Motors, 
Victoria British and others. 

3) To refresh your instruments ð or at least the 
look of them ð you can get new glass (usually not 
necessary, as it cleans up easily), but you will 
need new gaskets to go between the chrome 
bezels, and if the bezels do not look good ð new 
chrome bezels. The new gaskets I was only able 
to find at Nisonger Instruments in New York. 
They are the exclusive US supplier for Smiths 
gauges and also for warranty work for Smiths 
gauges. They can totally rebuild your gauges or 
just supply the parts you need to refresh them. 
They can also supply you with new Chrome bezels 
for a very reasonable price. 

4) New screws and cups to secure the dashboard ð 
might as well go all in and they are only a couple 
of bucks. 

Moving on, now that you have the dashboard out of 
the car, this is time to refresh your instruments. 

First remove the instrument gauges from the dash. 
Now start to disassemble the gauges. To remove the 
bezels, you will see several tabs on the back side 
that pushed down, so the bezels do not rotate or 
come off. Push these up a little bit and then rotate 
the bezels to the matching slots on the instruments 
and remove them. Be very careful doing this, 
especially with the Ammeter, as you donõt want the 

guts of the instrument to fall out. I recommend 
holding the instruments so the glass and bezel are 
facing upward as you twist the bezels off. 

Once they are off, you can clean the glass and then 
either polish or replace the bezels. You will need to 

make sure you have removed all of the inner gasket 
in order to get a good seal when you put it all back 
together. 

 

Once they are all cleaned, you put the instruments 
back together glass first, rubber gasket and then 
chrome bezel. It is easier to put the gasket in the 
chrome bezel and then put them together. After you 
have out the chrome bezel back on, twist it around 
slightly, then push down the tabs to secure the 
bezel. 

Lean the dashboard back to expose the gauge 

mounting hardware and wiring 

A large clean work table with bowls to hold that 

gauges and ports for each gauge keeps things or-

ganized 

  Archive-Tech:  TR4 Dashboard Replacement  
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Another possible trouble spot is the glove box lock. 
Before you put the gauges in, make sure that you get 
the new lock and finger pull in place. You make have 
to use a Dremel tool to òadjustó the hole some. Just 
be very careful and take it in very small (read micro) 
steps so you do not ruin your dash. 

Once all the gauges are reassembled, it is now time 
to put them I your new dashboard. DONõT FORGET 
THE RUBBER GASKETS BETWEEN THE GAUGES 
AND THE DASHBOARD! 

 

Now that the dash is assembled it is time to put it 
back in place. So, line the dashboard up and slowly 
and carefully ease it back in place. You will connect 
the gauges in the opposite manner to which you 
unconnected them. In other words, first connect the 
wires and lights according to your labeling. After the 
wires are all connected, then move the dashboard 
closer to the metal dash and connect the oil 
pressure tube. It is recommended that you get the 
small leather gasket (again from the usual suppliers) 
in order to make a good tight seal between the tube 
and the gauge. It will also help ensure you do not 
create a new oil leak where you did not have one 
before. 

 

Before you finish putting the dashboard in place, it 
is a good idea to check to make sure everything is 
working. Make sure all the wires are secure, nothing 
is touching metal, reconnect the battery and turn 
the ignition to accessory and check everything. If it 
all checks out, you can finish placing the new 
dashboard in (after you disconnect the battery 
again), secure it with the screws and you are 
ALMOST ready to go. If it doesnõt, itõs easier to 
troubleshoot now than after everything is re-

assembled. 

 

You need to make sure the glovebox lock hits 
correctly. The tab where it locks in the car is 
adjustable, so you have a little leeway. 

 

Once that is done and the dash is properly screwed 
in, it is time to reconnect the speedometer and 
tachometer cables, the wires to the light rheostat 
switch and the ignition and turn signal lights, as well 
as any other wires you removed. 

 

Congratulations, you are now finished. Drive the car 
and admire your handiwork. (Robert Pennington) 

Story - Robert Pennington 
 
Photos - John Hanten 

Using a Dremel tool to òadjustó the finger pull hole 

New dashboard - ready for another 50 years 

  Archive-Tech:  TR4 Dashboard Replacement  
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This month features recent Triumph TR250 sales from Bring a Trailer website.  The site has additional sales in-

formation and detailed descriptions going back  six years.   

Recent Triumph Auction Activity 

https://bringatrailer.com/triumph/tr6/
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άAcross The Pondέ 
Match the US car part name with the corresponding British name    

above or raised 

Department of Transportation 

flywheel gear, or starter gear 

Vice grips 

bugeye 

2 door coupe 

pry 

wrist pin 

truck 

kerosene 

gasoline 

convertible top 

hubcap 

dashboard 

unibody 

tachometer 

front of car 

knocking or pinging 

5 US Quarts 

drive shaft 

vent window 

transmission 

DOT 

lorry                       

fixed-head coupe            

petrol                      

ring gear                   

nose                        

prise                       

monocoque                   

MOT                         

pinking                     

nave plate                  

Gallon  (Imperial)          

gudgeon pin                 

Ministry of Transport       

rev counter                 

paraffin                    

mole wrench                 

quarterlight                

frogeye                     

proud                       

jointing compound           

gearbox                     

hood                        

US Term British Term 

Submitted By:  John Hanten 
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March - After a relatively short month (Leap Year not 

withstanding) another deadline draws near and it is 

time to package up the various components from many 

contributors into another monthly Bluebonnet.  Iõve 

been doing this for about four years now, which com-

putes to about 50 issues (including special Triumph 

FOG Trip issues) and more than 2,000 pages.  At first 

the task was daunting, but after some practice and 

the acquisition of specialized desktop publishing soft-

ware, the task has become easier.  A big part of the 

job is keeping organized, particularly the hundreds of 

photos that must be curated, cropped, and otherwise 

adjusted to work with the text to make a nice looking 

page.   

 

I look back at earlier issues produced long ago with 

Smith Corona technology, reproduced with a copy ma-

chine, and physically assembled and mailed to the TTR 

members each month.  Upon reflection, I think I have 

it easy, and the electronic distribution allows the 

Bluebonnet to be circulated to Triumph Clubs across 

the country and Canada.  

 

This issue has two feature articles:  a brief recap of 

the Guided Drive in conjunction with Drive Your Tri-

umph day on Sir John Blackõs birthday, and a Technical 

Article mined from the digital Bluebonnet archives.  

This article, a tutorial on replacing a Triumph TR4 

wooden dashboard, originally ran in July 2015, and was 

contributed by TTR Member Bob Pennington.  The 

work was actually done in my garage shortly after I 

had it remodeled, but before I had installed the new 

cabinets.  The article was easy to extract from our 

digital archives, and plans are afoot (as Sherlock 

Holmes likes to say) to harvest all of the technical 

articles in the archives, repackage them into a stand-

ard format, and make them available for TTR Mem-

bers and the greater Triumph community.  There is a 

tremendous amount of knowledge and experience doc-

umented in there which is still directly relevant to 

maintaining our cars today.  Stay tunedé... 

 

Next month will feature the spring Autocross Event 

(the annual TTR vs MG Challenge), another technical 

article from the archives, and at least one current 

technical article. 

 

And, as always, I welcome any contributed articles 

from any TTR members regarding your car, wrenching, 

Triumph history or trivia, or almost anything else you 

feel might be of interest to the club members.  

 

                                                                               jbh 

Idle Chatter - Words From the Editor 

From the Archives - March 2013 
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¢wс tŀǊǘǎ ŦƻǊ {ŀƭŜ 

 

I  have a few parts Iõd like to offer the club. 

 

¶ Transmission off a 1976 TR6  

Unknown condition,  looks complete.  $300 

¶ Starter $50 

¶ Original springs $30 

 

Thank you in advance for your help! 

 

Jacinto 

713-791-3031 

jaesteban@yahoo.com 

mailto:jaesteban@yahoo.com
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мфтн ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ ¢wс  

Club Members: 
 
I bought a TR6 from a dealer in New Jersey over the internet a few years back. Iõve refreshed the 
suspension, brakes, tires, battery, new stainless sport exhaust, windscreens, upgraded to LED lights 

and fully serviced her. However, as I should have expected, she has rust issues with the trailing arm 
mounts and in the wheel wells. This is beyond my capabilities and I have not been able to find a shop 
that will take it on. 
 
This is a strong, original overdrive, driver deserving of a frame restoration. Reasonable offers 

accepted. 
 
If interested reply via email.  I can send plenty of pics. 
 
Enjoy the New Year! 

 
Dave Marynak 
Demarynak@gmail.com 
210-262-8577 

 

mailto:Demarynak@gmail.com
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TTR publishes a monthly newsletter, The Bluebonnet, and holds monthly mem-

bership meetings on the 2
nd
 Saturday of each month except December (when we 

have our annual Christmas Party).  For more information, contact Mike Hado 

(281.807.4780).  

 We look forward to meeting you!  

 

Check one:    New Membership      Renewal Update 
 
Memberôs Name: ___________________________________________ 
         
Birthday (month/day)  _____________/_____________________________ 
 
Spouseôs Name: ___________________________________________ 
        
Birthday (month/day):      _____________/_____________________________         

 
Street (or Mailing) Address:  __________________________________________________ 

 
 City: ____________________________________ State: _____  Zip:  _________ 

 
  Home Phone:  _______________ Work phone: _____________   Cell:  _______________ 
 

  E-mail Address:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Triumph ownership is not a prerequisite for membership; however, if you do own any Triumphs, please  tell us about 

them: 

 
Optional:  Send in a photo 

of yourself/selves and 

your Triumph(s).   

 

9ÅÁÒ      -ÏÄÅÌ         #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ .ÏȢ                #ÏÌÏÒ                                #ÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎɕ 

ͺͺͺͺͺ ͅ ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ   ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ  ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ        ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ 
 

ͺͺͺͺͺ ͅ ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ   ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ  ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ        ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ 
 

ͺͺͺͺͺ ͅ ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ   ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ  ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ        ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ 
 

ͺͺͺͺͺ ͅ ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ   ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ  ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ        ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ 
 

ͺͺͺͺͺ ͅ ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ   ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ  ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ        ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ 
 
*O = Original, R = Restored, B = Being Restored, P = Parts Car 

 

Dues: $30 per year per family. 

Make check payable to Texas Triumph Register and mail to Texas Triumph Register, P.O. Box 
40847, Houston, Texas  77240-0847).   Your cancelled check is your receipt.  ïor-- 

 

On-line payment option using Pay Pal available on our website! 

TTR Membership Form 


