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April 2024  

Easter weekend greetings to all of you and I hope 
your time with family during this special time for the 
Christian world has been inspirational. Speaking of 
inspirational, last Saturday was a truly inspiring day 
on the track at the Houston Police Academy driving 
course with TTR, once again, defending our honor 
against the Houston MG Club. Though it was not 
what one would call a resounding defeat of our Brit-
ish brethren, 0.325 seconds, a win is a win so we can 
say that TTR Triumphed. A more detailed report is 

in pages that follow along with many pictures of our 
cars in action. 
 

LAST REMINDER. It's not too late to sign up for 
the April 6 Bluebonnet Run.  Mike Woodward, VP of 
Special Events, and his trusty planning partner 
Stephanie, have a great itinerary planned. Since 
Debbie & I drove most of the route last week I can 
assure you that the bluebonnets will perform their 
blooming responsibilities. Contact Mike Woodward 
asap if you haven't already signed up. 

 

Another noteworthy event that commences on April 
3 is the departure of our intrepid Texas FOG driv-
ers, under the leadership of Dave Smith, on this 
yearõs 12 day FOG Tour on a clockwise route around 
Texas, including Corpus Christi, the Rio Grande Val-
ley, Big Bend and scenic West Texas. Safe travels 
gentlemen. 
 

Other important calendar events include: 
 

¶ April 18-21, Kastner Cup in Sonoma, Calif, 

¶ May 2, Battle of the Brits Golf Tournament, 

Jersey Meadows GC (Contact Tim Malone to 
play), 

¶ May 30-June 1, SCVTR Regionals, St Louis, 
MO, 

¶ Sept 8-12, VTR Nationals, Nashville, IN. 

 

NOTE that a good number of TTR members will be 
caravaning to St Louis for Regionals so consider 
making the trip with us and contact Mike Rouse or 
John Hanten for details about the caravan. 

 

We are nearing the end of the annual nominating 
season for next years TTR officers. Your current 
officers are willing to serve another term but it is 
also very important for all of our members to both 
acknowledge their service to our club, but to also 
seriously consider that it might be your time to step 
up and volunteer to serve in one of these positions if 
not next year in one of the following ones. Just like 
Uncle Sam, TTR NEEDS YOU. 

 

Get ready for Spring, get those cars serviced, 
cleaned up and ready to get on the OPEN ROAD. 

 

Cheers, 

 

 

 

 

From the President é  
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Last month I included a picture of the smiling face of a 

TR2 owner. This month, the same owner is not smiling 

as much. He was smiling when we finally finished the 

installation of his gearbox, complete with overdrive. He 

was smiling when he witnessed his new gauges function-

ing as expected. He was smiling when he asked me to 

test drive his TR2 and show him exactly how the over-

drive worked. He was smiling when we realized the new 

(used) correct original style ignition switch worked only 

some of the time. And he was still smiling when he 

asked me if I wanted to buy a TR2. 

 

The test drive was not as good as expected. We did not 

need towed home, but we were both pretty sure some-

thing was wrong. As our smiles faded, we came to the 

realization that the gearbox would need removed again. 

Removing the gearbox is easy compared to removing 

the seats, carpeting, interior, and tunnel. Ken did all 

the hard stuff before I returned, and we pulled the 

gearbox in less than an hour. 

Daisy (the dog) and I have become close friends, but 

she refused to pose for a photo whilst using her toys 

as tools. I took advantage of the second gearbox re-

moval to tend to a few electrical issues that were un-

covered during the test drive. Those issues were a di-

rect result of the recent additions when the gearbox 

was last removed. Although my head easily fits into the 

spot where the gearbox normally resides, it is not a 

comfortable working position. That picture looks like a 

magician is about to saw me into TR2.  

 

We feel fortunate that we already know some of the 

issues that might arise while installing a later gearbox 

into an early car. The gearbox rear mount had already 

been modified. But it was modified a little more, to 

make the second installation a little easier. We now 

have the proper length speedometer cable. We have 

rebuilt the master cylinder and hope we can get the 

clutch to work as well as it did before we started. We 

know the new heater is not going to work until after 

someone gets the stuck plug out of the head. We know 

that the correct oil pressure gauge reads twenty 

pounds higher than actual pressure. We know that 

sometimes, even when we know we are going backwards, 

we keep smiling. 

Maybe next month, you will see a picture of a TR2 with 

everything working as expectedé or at least with the 

owner smiling. 

                                                                    Jer 

Tales of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 

Jerry at 61 going on 62 (speed and age)  
wondering where he left his windscreen 

Un-Sawn 

Daisy 
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April 2024  Spring 2024 - MG vs. Triumph Autocross Challenge 

Saturday, March 23, marked the return of the Triumph 

vs MG Autocross Challenge after a five-month break 

from our last Challenge Event. The event was again 

held at the Houston Police Academy Driving Course 

near Houston IAH Airport.  The weather was picture-

perfect with sunny skies and high temperatures in the 

low 70s. A large number of participants from both TTR 

and the Houston MG Club were on hand to test their 

cars and themselves on the .9 mile bespoke Autocross 

course designed for the occasion. 

 

 

There were thirty-eight drivers running the course 

represented by eighteen Triumphs, eighteen MGs, and 

two lesser cars. Interesting and lesser cars included a 

1947 Triumph 1800 Roadster, a Fiat 850 Spider, a 

280Z, and Bob Vogtõs custom TRE6 electric conversion.  

Houston Police Academy 

Bespoke Autocross Course Design 

Ready to Race 

TRE6 

TRE6 

1948 Triumph 1800 Roadster 
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Following the usual safety inspections, driversõ briefing, 

and an òobservation lapó, drivers were prepared to 

compete. Entries were divided into four heats and 

everyone was allowed three timed runs. The fastest 

time for each car was combined with the other TTR or 

MG fastest times for the respective Club average time. 

Lesser car times and cars built before 1950 were not 

counted in the calculation for the highly prized 

Challenge Trophy.  After the timed heats were finished 

the track was opened for additional fun runs that did 

not count towards the Challenge Trophy. 

Fred Wagner explaining waivers and fees Ready for Inspection 

Cars undergoing mandatory safety inspection 

Participants gathering for driverõs meeting 

Loaner helmets and registration area 

Start of the observation lap 

Spring 2024 - MG vs. Triumph Autocross Challenge 
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The TTR timing system which provides accuracy 

to .001 sec was used to calculate official results. Its 

large digital display was positioned near the finish so 

drivers and spectators could see the time of each run.  

 

Water was available for all participants. Hot dogs, 

jalapeno sausages, and chips were served up by TTR 

grill-master Fred Wagner. Other food, including chili 

for the hot dogs, was contributed by various club 

participants. 

Mike Hado - Mr. Executive Timing Committee 

Observation Lap 

Fred Wagner - Autocross Grill master 

Ready on the Starting Line 

Spring 2024 - MG vs. Triumph Autocross Challenge 



 

 9 

 

April 2024  

#2 - Hal Sharp  TR6 

#5 - Philip Buck  Stag 

#3 - John Barrett  Spitfire 

#6A - Bob Vogt  TRE6 

#6C - Jacob Gandara  TRE6 

#6B - David Fowler  TRE6 

Spring 2024 - MG vs. Triumph Autocross Challenge 
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April 2024  

#8 - John Baguley   Spitfire 

#11 - Tim Malone  TR6 

#13 - Matt McGinley  TR6 

#15 - Evan Pyles   Spitfire 

#14 - Joe Nightingale   GT6 #9 - Jerry Gruss   TR3A 

Spring 2024 - MG vs. Triumph Autocross Challenge 
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#17 - Jess Charpentier   TR6 

#42 - Tamatha Clark   1800 Roadster 

#43 - Dusty Nicholson TR3  (Fastest Time of Day) 

#44A - Dusty Nicholson  TR6 

#44 - Louise Carter   TR6 #41 - Glenn Carpenter  1800 Roadster 

Spring 2024 - MG vs. Triumph Autocross Challenge 
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April 2024  Spring 2024 - MG vs. Triumph Autocross Challenge 
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April 2024  TTR and HMGCC Autocross Results 

Results: 
 

TTR barely squeaked by the MG Car Club 
by a mere .325 seconds average per car to 
retain the coveted trophy.   
 

Mike Hado 
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April 2024  TTR and HMGCC Autocross Results 
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April 2024  

The results are shown on the Event Times page.  By the 

very close margin of 0.325 seconds, TTR retained 

possession of the Challenge Trophy by accumulating the 

fastest average time of 68.613 seconds vs the 68.938 

seconds by the MG Club.  
 

The Fastest Time of Day went to TTRõs Dusty 

Nicholson in his modified 1955 Triumph TR3 with a 

time of 58.124. Dusty also claimed second place in a  

1974 Triumph TR6 with a time of 58.269 seconds. 

Third fastest time was Peter Shaw in a 1972 MGB with 

a time of 58.919 seconds.  
 

There were several car casualties at this event including 

the Electric-drive TR6, and the Fiat 850 Spider, both of 

which needed to be pushed off the track.  There were 

multiple spin-outs by both clubs, but no significant 

damage inflicted on any of the vehicles. 

  

Great thanks go out to the whole team of TTR 

members who organized and managed the event 

including: 
  

¶ Overall production, coordination & Trophy 

acquisition ð Dusty Nicholson 

¶ Course Design ð Hal Sharp 

¶ Inspections ð Jerry Gruss (Triumph) & Mike 

Woodward (MG) 

¶ Legal waivers and fee collection ð Fred Wagner 

¶ Timing Operation ð Mike Hado & Mike Rouse 

¶ Commissary & grill operation ð Fred Wagner  

Fiat 850 Spider - taking the long way home Autocross Challenge Trophy 

Spring 2024 - MG vs. Triumph Autocross Challenge 

Story: John Hanten, Mike Hado 

Photos: John Hanten, Fred Wagner 

Hal receiving congratulations from Mike for TTR 
retaining possession of the Challenge trophy until 

the next time it is up for grabs  
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The meeting was held on  March 9, 2024. The meeting was called to order at 3:02 by TTR President Hal 
Sharp.  Hal thanked James Moore for hosting the meeting, and Fred Wagner and John Baguley for setting 
up the Zoom call.  There were 35 in-person attendees, 8 proxies, and one Zoom attendee, for a total of 44 
which represents a quorum for club business.  

 

Approval of Minutes ð M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last 
Bluebonnet newsletter. 

 

Membership Report ð Mike Hado ð reported there are 194 family memberships as of today, with four new 
members since the last meeting.      

 

Treasurerõs Report ð Mike Rouse ð reported that the tax reports for federal and state have been filed.  He 
then provided a financial summary for February 2024,  reporting inflows, outflows, and month-end balance.   

 

Regalia ð James Moore -  had the remaining inventory on display, with many items at steeply discounted 
prices. 

 

IT ð no specific report.   

 

Special Events   

 

¶ 2024 Bluebonnet Run ð Mike Woodward -  reminded the group of the Bluebonnet Run scheduled for 
April 6, with details now available in the Bluebonnet.  The total drive will be 140 miles total, with stops 
at a museum, bluebonnet fields, and lunch.  There will be an optional winery tour on the return drive.  
So far, twenty people have signed up. Contact Mike Woodward if you are planning to attend.     

 

¶ 2024 Charity Golf Tournament ð Mike Woodward -  reminded that the 2024 MG vs. Triumph golf 
tournament will be on May 2,  with proceeds going to a charity designated by the winning club. The MG 
Club has already selected Brookwood as their charity, and TTR has designated WorkTexas Training 
Center as their charity.  Details about the event are in the Bluebonnet. 

 

¶ 2024 Autocross Event ð Hal Sharp ð announced that the next Autocross Event will be Saturday, 

March 23 at the Houston Police Academy.  More information is available in the Bluebonnet. 

 

¶ 2024 VTR Regionals ð Hal Sharp ð reminded that the VTR Regions Convention will be hosted by the 

St. Louis club at the end of May.  Currently about six cars will be participating, and Hal encouraged 
other members to consider attending the event. 

 

Breakfast Update ð John Barrett ð reported that Saturday breakfast get-togethers are in full swing.  The 
schedule is in the Bluebonnet and the website, and new venue suggestions are welcomed. 

 

 

TTR Meeting Minutes for March 
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April 2024  

New Business   

 

¶ TTR Officer Elections ð Hal Sharp ð reminded the group that TTR Officer nominations are due in 
April with voting at the May meeting.  He reminded the group to consider volunteering for any officer 
position. 

 

¶ 2024 Monthly Meeting Hosts 

 

 ̄April ð Mike and Sallie Rouse 

 ̄May ð Jeff Kaiser 

 ̄June ð Mike and Stephanie Woodward 

 ̄July ð September - Open 

 ̄October ð Jeff & Trixie Dade 

 ̄November ð Tim Maxwell 
 

 ̄Contact Hal Sharp if you would like to volunteer to host a monthly meeting next year.  There are 
still openings during the summer months. 

 

¶ 2024 Christmas Party ð Pru Gruss ð announced that the Christmas Party will be on Sunday, December 
1, from 12:00 ð 3:00 at the ò77ó which is the banquet facility next door to the ô401 Table and Tap 
restaurant in Bellaire, TX.  More information will be available as we get closer to the date of the 
event. 

 

¶ Join VTR ð Hal Sharp ð reminded the group to join VTR if you are not already a member.  TTR has 48 

VTR members. 

 

 

Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:34.  Minutes recorded and edited by John Hanten. 

 

(M/S/A =   motion made / seconded / approved ) 

 

TTR Meeting Minutes for March 
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April 2024  TTR March Meeting Photos  

Meeting Host - James Moore 
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April 2024  TTR March Meeting Photos  
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April 2024  TTR March Meeting Photos  

Photos - Fred Wagner 
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April 2024  Member News - Mike Hado 

 

 

New Members: 

    No new members this month; one new membership pending 

 

 

 

 

Texas Triumph Register Needs You! 
 

To consider stepping up and volunteering for one of the TTR 
Officer positions. 

¶ President 

¶ VP - Special Events 

¶ VP - Events Coordinator 

¶ Secretary 

¶ Treasurer 

¶ Regalia 

¶ Newsletter Editor 

¶ Webmaster 

The slate is presented at the April Monthly Meeting and the 

election is held during the May Monthly Meeting and by email proxy. 

 

Please contact Hal Sharp to volunteer or obtain additional 

information regarding the duties of each position. 

TTR Birthdays for April 

Richard Coselli  1 

Ted Hirsch 1 

Charisse Kral  м 

Jonathan Barg 2 

KJ Janev 4 

Jaime Forero 5 

Orit Pennington  5 

Karen Kirsis  6 

Larry Smith 9 

Gil McCollin  10 

Bill Cook  14 

Dusty Nicholson  14 

Glenn Carpenter 15 

Bill Wally 15 

Amy Simpson 16 

Alan Wilson 16 

Chris Shamaly 17 

Chris Cavenaugh 19 

Maggie Hubert 19 

Bob Nelsen 21 

Sarah Stephens 21 

Judy Jones-Vaughan 22 

Wendy Kothmann 22 

Stephen Zagorski 22 

John Wakefield  30 

Bob Pennington 30 
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Breakfast Meetings 
Saturday Traveling Breakfasts are back in full swing!  See the schedule be-

low and watch for Mike Hadoõs reminder email for confirmation. 

NOTE; See the Upcoming Events tab on the TTR website for specific in-

formation for all events:  

¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ μ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ όǘŜȄŀǎǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦƻǊƎύ  

Breakfast meetings begin between 7:30 am & 8 am for coffee & we usually eat Breakfast at around 8:00 am.    

Car viewing after Breakfast. 

Date  Location Address 
 

  

¶ Apr 6, 2024 First Watch - Remington Square 10603 West Sam Houston Parkway, Houston, TX 77064 

¶ Apr 13, 2024 Goode Company Taqueria 4902 Kirby Drive, Houston TX 77098 

¶ Apr 20, 2024 Stella's Fresh Brunch 3115 Dixie Farm Road #117, Pearland, TX 77581 

¶ Apr 27, 2024 Harris County Smokehouse Katy 222 W. Grand Parkway South, Katy TX 77494 

¶ May 4, 2024 Eats Mesquite Grill 13918 Hempstead Rd, Houston, TX 77040 

¶ May 11, 2024 Black Walnut Caf® Memorial 5512 Memorial Drive, Houston TX 77007 

     

   

   

TTR Club Calendar  

Events 

 

¶ April 6, 2024 - 2024 Bluebonnet Run - day drive to Brenham & area (details in following pages) 

¶ April 13, 2024 - Monthly Meeting - Mike & Sallie Rouse hosting (Location details in club email) 

¶ May 2, 2024 - 2024 Battle of the Brits Golf Tournament (details in following pages) 

¶ May 11, 2024 - Monthly Meeting - Jeff Kaiser hosting (Location details in club email) 

¶ May 30 - Jun 1, 2024 - SCVTR Regional Event, St. Louis, MO. (Event and lodging details at 2024 SCVTR)  

¶ June 8, 2024 - Monthly Meeting - Mike & Stephanie Woodward hosting (Location details in club email) 

¶ Sept 8 - 12, 2024 - VTR National Convention, Nashville, IN (Event and lodging details here)  

 

 

___ Monthly Meeting      ___ Driving Event      __ Car Show Event      __ Local Special Event  

http://www.texastriumphregister.org/upcoming-events/
http://www.sltoa.org/vtr24info.htm
https://indianatriumphcars.regfox.com/2024-vintage-triumph-register-national-convention
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This yearõs Bluebonnet Run will be departing 
from the Starbucks located at 9209 West Road 

in Northwest Houston at 9:00 A.M. sharp on 
Saturday April 6. From there we will be taking 
Highway 290 to our first stop, the Chappell Hill 
Historical Society Museum in Chappell Hill. 

 

This is a history museum housed in 1927 school 
building with displays of local history and 
culture including a large collection of Rev. 
Johnnie Swearingen folk art." 

 

From the museum we take a scenic route 
through the Texas countryside to view the 
Texas bluebonnets, in particular in the òField Of 
Dreamsó, discovered by accident during the 
2018 Bluebonnet Run. 

 

Suitably photographed, both the flora and the 
cars, we are off to lunch at Los Cabos Mexican 

Grill for some sumptuous Tex-Mex Cuisine. 

 

Following lunch one has the option of returning 
home directly to Houston or stopping off at the 

Texas Star Winery in Chappell Hill for a light 

refreshment on the way home. 

 

To register simply email Mike Woodward at 

mike.woodward@sbcglobal.net with the number 
of people in your party, your mobile number and 
the make and model of car you will be driving. 

2024 Bluebonnet Run  - April 6 

mailto:mike.woodward@sbcglobal.net
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April 2024  Register Now - Golf Tournament - May 2 

¶ When - May 2, 2023        8:00 AM - 1:00 PM     Please arrive by 7:30 AM! 

¶ Where - Jersey Meadow Golf Course. 8502 Rio Grande St, Jersey Village, TX 77040 

¶ Cost - $60 per participant 

 

Cost is $60 all in (cart, range balls, closest to the pin trophy, and longest drive trophy)  with 
expectation we shall make a little surplus (as we did last year) to donate to winning team's 
charity.  The Houston MG Car Club will be supporting The Brookwood Community for adults 
with disabilities.  The TTR charity selection is still TBD. 

 

This is a Texas 4 person scramble format which means you do not have to be a golfer to 
participate.  You can come along and putt on the greens with the golfers. All that is required is 
to pay your fee, grab some golf clubs, and ride along for the camaraderie while supporting a 
great cause.   

 

When registering, if you are a group, please indicate who and how many is in your group. Email 
Vernon at the address below.  

 

People need to go online to register and pay via the Houston MG Club's website and they will 

bring a single check to pay the golf clubΥ   Event Registration 

 

**NOTE: Registration closes April 30th.  After that, you'll need to contact the event 
coordinator, Vernon Jones to see if there has been a cancellation. 

 

 Vernon Jones, 713-805-1163,   VTJJ@VernonJones.com 

.ŀǧƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .Ǌƛǘǎ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅ DƻƭŦ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘΣ  aŀȅ н 

TTR Members can contact Mike Woodward for more information 

https://houstonmgcc.com/event-5569703/Registration
mailto:VTJJ@VernonJones.com
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April 2024  2024 VTR South Central Regionals Details 
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April 2024  2024 VTR National Convention Details 
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April 2024  National Triumph Clubs 

.ŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ±¢w aŜƳōŜǊ 

The Vintage Triumph Register 
has its benefits.  A national 
club of Triumph enthusiasts 
spanning the globe needs you 
as a member.  Affiliate club 
membership is not an auto-
matic membership to VTR. 

Some of the benefits: 

¶ The Vintage Triumph Magazine - Our award-
winning bi-monthly color publication. 

¶ 2024 VTR National Meet in Nashville, Indiana 

¶ Access to a large number of local clubs. 

¶ Website with reference material and members-only 
sections covering all Triumph models. 

¶ Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B. 
(Factory trace documents on other Triumph models 
no longer available 

¶ Clothing, regalia, exclusive items 

¶ Specific vehicle consultants and experts 

{ƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǾƛƴǘŀƎŜǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦƻǊƎ  

bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !Ŷƭƛŀǝƻƴǎ 

 

https://vintagetriumphregister.org/
http://www.vtr.org
http://www.triumphregister.com
http://www.6-pack.org
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aŀǊŎƘ нΣ нлнп 

{ǇǊƛƴƎΣ ¢· 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - John Hanten  


