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Greetings friends. It's already May and we've al-
ready experienced numerous sunny days in the 
80s. This must be signs of the approaching sum-

mer in Htown.  The Polar Bear and Bluebonnet 
Runs are behind us and that can only mean that 
the SCVTR Regionals in St Louis is approaching 
quickly. May 30 - June 2 actually. Our resident 
Road Master Mike Rouse has organized a caravan 

to the event and if any of you are interested in 
attending Regionals and haven't contacted Mike 
you should do so ASAP. 

 

AUTOCROSS ALERT. Our Regional event will be 
a test run of the new VTR Autocross Classing sys-
tem that the new VTR Autocross Adviser Andrew 
Holliday, COVTR member, is developing. There is 

an introductory article in the April-May Vintage 
Triumph magazine that offers a general descrip-
tion of the concept and advises that more details 
will be coming in future VTR correspondence. The 
basic premise of the new system is to class cars 

by engine type rather than body type, e.g. 4 cylin-
ders and 6 cylinders, etc. Each class will have 3 
subclasses, S for Stock/Slightly modified, M for 
moderately modified and X for Extremely modi-
fied. The VTR auto cross Rules are being rewrit-

ten with details enumerating the modifications 
from stock that constitute "slightly", 
"moderately" and "extremely" modified. Those of 
us who participated in the Triumph vs MG Chal-
lenge autocross received a worksheet from An-

drew requesting that we fill in the info about our 
cars. If you received this worksheet and haven't 
returned it to Andrew please do so ASAP. TTR 
members can have confidence that Andrew will be 
getting quality guidance since our own Dusty Ni-

cholson is one of his primary advisers. 

 

Membership Renewals are due this month. All of 
you should have received an email from Mike Hado 

recently reminding you of this so please get online 
or send your check to Mike Rouse ASAP. Speaking 
of memberships, those of you who attended the 

April meeting heard that by Executive Committee 
action TTR has honored Marie and Mike Hado with 
Lifetime Membership status. Marie and Mike 
joined TTR the very year of our founding and have 

been in continual service and leadership ever 
since. We will talk more about their enormous con-
tributions to TTR at the May meeting. 

 

If you haven't thanked John Barrett lately for his 
tireless orchestration of our weekly TTR Travel-
ing Triumphs breakfasts, please do so. These 
weekly gatherings keep us connected and our 

friendships well nourished. Thanks John. 

 

Now remember to get those tops down and your 
TRs on the open road. 

 

Cheers,  

 

 

 

From the President é  
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Some of you regular readers of this column may re-
call my musings regarding my 2002 Dodge TRuck and 
the amount of my pride when it had been returned 
to our normal wanderings. I suppose nothing lasts 
forever and eventually the TRuck experienced yet 
another failure. Being a die-hard Dodge owner, I was 
appalled to have a mechanical failure at a mere 
260,000 miles but only months since the previous 
failure. I thought the previous issue was frustrating, 
but this one was much more taunting. After giving up 

hope of repairing it myself, I drove it to a profes-
sional shop. After a week, they asked me to pick it 
up, free of charge, because they too gave up and 
could not afford to keep throwing parts at it. After 
more fruitless efforts, I gave up and tried to live 
with a vehicle that I knew was limping along. Literal-
ly, I am a die-hard Dodge owner - but unlike an MG 
owner, I cannot push it. 

 

I still have the attitude that it was a good truck. In 
its life, I had to rebuild the transmission, rebuild 
the differential and replace brakes, A/C, heater, cv-
joints, plugs, injectors, coils, headliner, and count-
less batteries and tires. But it still had the original 
thermostat, water pump, power steering pump, 
steering box, alternator, fuel pump, engineé And 
most of the paint had not fallen off. I was sad to 
turn in a good friend of 22 years and 260,000 miles 
of good service. 

 

 

I traded it on a *new* 2006 Dakota TRuck with only 
80,000 miles on it. The color may be different, but 
the controls are familiar. If this TRuck lasts half as 
long, I will be 74 years old when I am looking to re-
place it. Hopefully I will still be the wondering, wan-
dering, travelling mechanic - and maybe even have 
Ken smiling in his working TR2 by then. 

 

They say ignorance is bliss. I do not know if that 
means stupid people are happier than smart people. 
But I do know I was much happier with my *new* 
TRuck before I learned how my expert mechanic 
felt about it. Unanimously, he and his helpers decid-
ed that I should õtake it back.õ My newfound happi-
ness with my *new* TRuck was shattered.  

 

Someone already purchased my old TRuck. The 
*new* TRuck was taken back without me having to 
throw a fit, but nobody was happy about it. I pur-
chased another TRuck, with a few more miles, but 

(hopefully) a more accurate description. I do not 
know where this story ends, but I assume it is like 
any other TR tall tale. It just keeps rolling along 
with a little more embellishment every day. 

 

Twenty-two years is the longest, and five days is the 
shortest I have ever owned a TRuck. 

 

 

      Jer 

Tales of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 

Jerry at 61 going on 62 (speed and age)  
wondering where he left his windscreen 

TruckBed 
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The 2024 TTR driving season continued with the 28th 

running of the annual Gary Johnston Memorial 

Bluebonnet Run on April 6, 2024. This event is held 

each spring and timed to hopefully coincide with a 

location and date to enable viewing of Texas 

wildflowers, particularly bluebonnets. The usual driving 

area is north-west of Houston, into the heart of 

Bluebonnet Country. The driving event typically 

includes a pit-stop for fuel, a local tourist or historical 

site of interest, sightseeing stops for Bluebonnets and 

other wildflowers, and ends with a group lunch.  Lately 

there has been an optional refreshment stop on the 

return route. The event is named after Gary Johnston, 

a very active and energetic TTR member and officer in 

the late 80õs - early 90õs who died in 1991 while co-

piloting a corporate aircraft in Borneo.  

  

This was the second official TTR drive in 2024 

following the successful Polar Bear Run in January. The 

TTR turnout for this event was large and again 

reflected the desire to get out and drive our cars, 

enjoy the weather, see the wildflowers, and do some 

socializing.   

  

Meet-Up 

  

This year the drive began with a Meet-Up at the 

Starbucks restaurant on West Road, in the Jersey 

Village area of Houston, a convenient launch point for 

the drive. The site has a large parking area for the 

event staging and socializing, and coffee and snacks 

inside for those wanting to top-up before heading out.  

By design, the meet-up location was scheduled by TTR 

Breakfast Coordinator John Barrett to be very close to 

2024 Gary Johnston Bluebonnet Run 

  

Bluebonnets in Texas 

  

Texas designated the bluebonnet as the official 

state flower in 1901. Bluebonnet flowers were 

named for the blue color and sunbonnet-shaped 

petals. 

  

Bluebonnets are not  just the state flower - Texas 

has also designated an official bluebonnet tartan, 

bluebonnet city (Ennis, Texas), bluebonnet trail 

(also in Ennis), bluebonnet festival (Chappell Hill 

Bluebonnet Festival), and bluebonnet flower song. 

The Bluebonnet also happens to be the name of 

the multi-award-winning newsletter of the Texas 

Triumph Register! 

Meetup location - Starbucks on West Road 



 

 7 

 

May 2024  

the TTR Saturday breakfast meeting, so many of the 

participants already had one TTR event under their 

belt before starting the Bluebonnet drive. 

  

The weather was a perfect 65 degrees at the start 

with most participants electing tops-down for the 

drive. 

  

At 9:00, Mike Woodward, VP of Special Events, held 

the drivers meeting to brief the participants on the 

plans for the trip and go over the route details. Route 

packages had been sent out in advance and were 

available for downloading at the meeting via QR code. 

Following the driverõs briefing, the participants hopped 

in their cars and headed out on the run  at 9:30 as per 

schedule. 

The initial route followed the Beltway 8 service road to 

Highway 290, and then a straight shot to Chappell Hill, 

TX for the first stop at the Chappell Hill Historical 

Society and Museum.  There were some wildflowers 

along the way, traffic was generally light, and the 

colorful caravan of Triumphs stayed in the right lane 

allowing the faster traffic to pass.  There was no road 

construction to impede the traffic flow, so everything 

flowed along at nearly the posted speed limit. 

2024 Gary Johnston Bluebonnet Run 

Pre-drive parking lot socializing 

Mike Woodward outlining the program for the day 

Bluebonnet Run route map - 140 miles total 

Crazy yard art for sale along the way 

Triumphs rolling on US Route 290  
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Museum  

  

The first stop was the Chappell Hill Historical Society 

and Museum, a history museum housed in a 1927 school 

building with displays of local history and culture 

including a large collection of folk art from the collection 

of Rev. Johnnie Swearingen.  The arrival time was about 

10:30, and the tight schedule (driven by the timing of 

the lunch at the restaurant later) allowed the group 45 

minutes to tour the grounds and the facility.  There was 

a nominal entrance fee to tour the building, and a docent 

in the school auditorium related highlights of local 

history, and his recollection of some of the historical 

events.  At 11:15 the group hopped in their cars and 

departed to the next stop on the tour. 

Mike Woodward leading the way in his Spitfire 

Alan & Gloria Wilson in their TR6 

Triumphs at the Historical Museum 

Docent lecture inside the museum 

2024 Gary Johnston Bluebonnet Run 
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Field of Dreams 

  

From the Museum, it was a 27-mile drive along back 

roads to the òField of Dreamsó, a spectacular 

wildflower field discovered by happenstance on the 

Bluebonnet Run in 2016.  The location of the field was 

recorded at that time and has been incorporated into 

the annual run ever since.   

 This year the bluebonnets were out but were past 

their peak bloom, and the Indian paintbrushes had 

taken over the color showcase.  The caravan of 

Triumphs was parked along the narrow road which 

provided for some great photo opportunities.  Mike 

Woodward took the opportunity to assemble the 

participants for a photo opportunity with the field in 

the background.  Although the camera was shooting 

into the sun, the resulting high-resolution stitched 

panoramic photo provides a visual memory of the group 

and the field. 
Field of Dreams - Indian paintbrushes provide color 

Arriving at the Field of Dreams 

TTR at Field of Dreams - Panoramic Stitched Photo 

2024 Gary Johnston Bluebonnet Run 
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 Lunch Stop 

  

After viewing the wildflowers, the group drove for 

about ten miles to Brenham, TX., for lunch at Los 

Cabos, a large Tex-Mex restaurant right by Highway 

36.  Mike Woodward had arranged to be seated as a 

group at several tables in the back room.  The food was 

good, the portions were enormous, and the socializing 

was funéoverall a good time. 

 After Lunch 

  

Following lunch, some of the participants elected to 

head back to their Houston area homes, and others 

continued to the next stop on the trip ð the Texas Star 

Winery, about nine miles down the road.  The winery  

group relaxed, sampled some wine, and hung out until it 

was time for the final sprint back to the Houston area. 

Lunch Venue 

Multiple tables in reserved back room 

Relaxing at the winery 

Longtime friends on tour Group fun 

2024 Gary Johnston Bluebonnet Run 
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Summary 

  

Overall, this was an outstanding event with a great 

route, nice roads, perfect weather, and good wildflower 

displays.  As usual, there was a great driving package 

developed, and good communication regarding all 

aspects of the event.  Thanks to event arrangers Mike 

and Stephanie Woodward! 

DŀǊȅ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 

.ƭǳŜōƻƴƴŜǘ wǳƴ  

Car # Member Car

1 Mike & Stephanie Woodward Spitfire

2 Mike & Sallie Rouse TR4

3 Dave & Zora Bryant TR6

4 John & Shu-Lien Baguley TR4

5 Don Brown TR3A

6 Matt & Laurie McGinley TR6

7 Bob & Eileen Grover

8 Tom & Matt Noll TR6

9 John,Nancy & Guest RV

10 Sam & Tere Jeffries Toyota

11 Gloria & Alan Wilson TR6

12 Ken Wasillewski TR6

13 Ronnie & Aundrea Hartzog TR6

14 Jeff & Trixie Dade SUV

15 Greg & Mindy Sidora TR6

16 Douglas & Valerie Millman TR6

17 Clark & Jane McKinley TR3A

18 Jeff Harris TR6

19 Mike Lacey TR6

20 Matt & Kathy Walker XJS

21 Marie Hado & Sharon Audi 

22 Kathleen Wilson & Peter Mandelik Volvo

23 Andreas & Simone TR6

24 Len & Caren TR6

Even more winery relaxation 

Organizers Mike & Stephanie Woodward 

Story: John Hanten, Mike Woodward 

Photos: Nancy Money, John Hanten, Mike Woodward,        
Marie Hado  

2024 Gary Johnston Bluebonnet Run 
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The meeting was held on  April 13, 2024. The meeting was called to order at 3:05 by TTR President Hal Sharp.  

Hal thanked Mike and Sallie Rouse for hosting the meeting, and Fred Wagner and John Baguley for setting up the 

Zoom call.  There were 24 in-person attendees, 19 proxies (mostly FOG Trip participants), and no Zoom 

attendees, for a total of 43 which represents a quorum for club business.  

 

Approval of Minutes ð M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last Bluebonnet 

newsletter. 

 

Membership Report ð for Mike Hado, Hal Sharp reported there are 196 family memberships as of today. Most 

members have a membership expiration at the end of May, and Mike will begin sending out his òGrinch noticesó 

reminding members to renew their annual memberships.      

 

Treasurerõs Report ð Mike Rouse ð reported the financial summary for March 2024,  reporting inflows, outflows, 

and month-end balance.   

 

Regalia ð James Moore -  nothing new to report. 

 

IT ð no specific report.   

 

Special Events ð for Mike Woodward, Hal Sharp reported as follows: 

 

¶ 2024 Bluebonnet Run ð was a resounding success with strong participation.  There will be a full story in the 

next Bluebonnet.  There was a strong round of applause for Mike and Stephanie for the planning and 

execution of the event. 

 

¶ 2024 Charity Golf Tournament ð Hal ð reminded the attendees that there is still time to participate in the 

upcoming event, and to contact Tim Malone if interested. 

 

¶ 2024 VTR Regionals ð Hal ð reminded that the VTR Regions Convention will be hosted by the St. Louis club 

at the end of May.  Currently about four cars will be participating, and Hal encouraged other members to 

consider attending the event. Mike Rouse has organized a caravan to and from the event. 

 

¶ Local Events ð for David Fowler, Hal Sharp reported that David is investigating a couple of drives routes to 

propose, one of which includes a BYO picnic location. As details evolve David will prepare a Bluebonnet 

article to inform us of the dates, etc.  

 

Breakfast Update ð no update, but attendance at Goode Company today was good.  John Barrett, Breakfast 

Coordinator, continues to welcome new venue suggestions. 

TTR Meeting Minutes for April 
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New Business   

 

¶ TTR Officer Elections ð Hal Sharp ð presented the slate for the May elections.  All positions are slated 

with the incumbents.  There will be mail, email, and in-person voting available. 

 

¶  2024 Monthly Meeting Hosts 

 

 ̄ May ð Jeff Kaiser & Eva Prappas 

 ̄ June ð Steve & Angelica Wirtes 

 ̄ July - Bob & Eileen Grover  

 ̄ August ð Open 

 ̄ September ð Jeff & Trixie Dade 

 ̄ October ð Mike & Stephanie Woodward 

 ̄ November ð Tim Maxwell 

 ̄ Contact Hal Sharp if you would like to volunteer to host the August meeting or another meeting next 

year.   

 

¶ 2024 Christmas Party ð reminder ð the Christmas Party will be on Sunday, December 1, from 12:00 ð 3:00 

at the ò77ó which is the banquet facility next door to the ô401 Table and Tap restaurant in Bellaire, TX.  

More information will be available as we get closer to the date of the event. 

 

Join VTR ð Hal Sharp ð reminded the group to join VTR if you are not already a member.  TTR has 48 VTR 

members. 

 

Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:25.  Minutes recorded and edited by John Hanten. 

 

(M/S/A =   motion made / seconded / approved ) 

 

 
 

TTR Meeting Minutes for April 
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May 2024  TTR March Meeting Photos  

Meeting Hosts - Sallie & Mike Rouse 
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May 2024  TTR April Meeting Photos  

Photos - John Hanten 
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May 2024  Member News - Mike Hado 

 

WƻȅŎŜ IƻũƳŀƴ όōƻǊƴ мфпсκптύ ƛǎ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǎǳǊŦŜǊΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ 
ǎǇƻǊǘΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ƻƊŜƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǎǳǊŬƴƎ ǎǘŀǊώмϐ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƛƴŘǳŎǘŜŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ {ǳǊŬƴƎ Iŀƭƭ ƻŦ CŀƳŜΦ Lƴ мфсу ǎƘŜ 
ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǘƻ ǎǳǊŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀƴȊŀƛ tƛǇŜƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ IŀǿŀƛƛΦ Lƴ мфсс ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǾƻǘŜŘ 
ōŜǎǘ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǎǳǊŦŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ {ǳǊŬƴƎ Iŀƭƭ ƻŦ CŀƳŜ 

 

 

New Members: 

    Larry Rosamond, Houston, TX ð 1969 Jasmine TR6 

    Douglas & Jennifer Wheeler, Cypress, TX ð 1974 Pimento TR6  

Andra and Ronald Huber, Houston, TX ð 1959 Green TR3A 
TTR Birthdays for May 

 

Mary Jo Coselli 5 

Andra Huber 5 

Gretchen Pindell 5 

Lisa Daves 6 

Donna Liversidge 6 

Terri Bigsby 7 

Kim Kanyuck 8 

Jim Pivirotto 8 

Sam Jeffries 9 

Tonda Macy 9 

Diane Pivirotto 9 

Bill Ebanks 11 

Thomas Burbank 16 

Joe Nightingale 16 

Sherri Wasilewski 21 

Steve Drake 22 

Evan Pyles 22 

Jeff Kaiser 25 

Isabel Astorga 26 

Paul Azgour 27 

Rebecca Bach 27 

Tamatha Clark 27 

Jennifer Vukelich (VA) 27 

Wendy Maboudian 28 

Brenda Noll 28 

Ricky Roberts 28 

Jeff Harris 30 

Belinda Charpentier 31 

Annette Ebanks 31 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surfing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joyce_Hoffman#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=International_Surfing_Hall_of_Fame&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banzai_Pipeline
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=International_Surfing_Hall_of_Fame&action=edit&redlink=1
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Breakfast Meetings 
Saturday Traveling Breakfasts are back in full swing!  See the schedule be-

low and watch for Mike Hadoõs reminder email for confirmation. 

NOTE; See the Upcoming Events tab on the TTR website for specific in-

formation for all events:  

¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ μ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ όǘŜȄŀǎǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦƻǊƎύ  

Breakfast meetings begin between 7:30 am & 8 am for coffee & we usually eat Breakfast at around 8:00 am.    

Car viewing after Breakfast. 

Date  Location Address 
 

  

¶ May 4, 2024 Eats Mesquite Grill 13918 Hempstead Rd, Houston, TX 77040 

¶ May 11, 2024 Black Walnut Caf® Memorial 5512 Memorial Drive, Houston TX 77007 

¶ May 18, 2024 Another Broken Egg Caf® 1912 Wescott Avenue Suite 250, Sugar Land TX 77479 

¶ May 25, 2024 First Watch - Remington Square 10603 West Sam Houston Parkway, Houston, TX 77064 

¶ Jun 1, 2024 Harris County Smokehouse Tomball 14243 FM 2920 Road, Tomball TX 77377 

¶ Jun 8, 2024 Yale Street Grill 2100 Yale Street, Houston TX 77008 

     

   

   

TTR Club Calendar  

Events 

 

¶ May 2, 2024 - 2024 Battle of the Brits Golf Tournament (details in following pages) 

¶ May 11, 2024 - Monthly Meeting - Jeff Kaiser & Eva Prappas hosting (Location details in club email) 

¶ May 30 - Jun 1, 2024 - SCVTR Regional Event, St. Louis, MO. (Event and lodging details at 2024 SCVTR)  

¶ June 8, 2024 - Monthly Meeting - Steve & Angelica Wirtes hosting (Location details in club email) 

¶ July 13, 2024 - Monthly Meeting - Bob & Eileen Grover hosting (Location details in club email) 

¶ Sept 8 - 12, 2024 - VTR National Convention, Nashville, IN (Event and lodging details here)  

 

 

___ Monthly Meeting      ___ Driving Event      __ Car Show Event      __ Local Special Event  

http://www.texastriumphregister.org/upcoming-events/
http://www.sltoa.org/vtr24info.htm
https://indianatriumphcars.regfox.com/2024-vintage-triumph-register-national-convention
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THE GULF COAST TRIUMPH ASSOCIATION, INC. D/B/A TEXAS TRIUMPH         

REGISTER ANNUAL MEETING PROXY 

 

Proxy voting instructions: 

 

If you are a member in good standing of The Gulf Coast Triumph Association, Inc. d/b/a Texas Triumph Register and 

unable to attend the annual meeting on May 13, 2023 please indicate your approval or disapproval of the 2024-2025 slate 

of officers listed below. Indicate your preference by forwarding your email reply to 

 info@texastriumphregister.org .   

 

Simply state that you give your proxy vote of approval or disapproval of the slate of officers to the President of said cor-

poration, Hal Sharp, who will cast all proxy votes according to the preferences indicated by members.  

 

Slate of officers for the 2024-2025 elected term: 

 

President: Hal Sharp 

 

Vice President - Special Events: Mike Woodward 

 

Vice President ï Events Coordinator: David Fowler 

 

Treasurer:  Mike Rouse 

 

Secretary: John Hanten 

 

Membership Coordinator/Historian: Mike Hado 

 

Regalia Coordinator: James Moore 

 

Bluebonnet Editor: John Hanten 

 

Annual Meeting Proxy 

mailto:info@texastriumphregister.org
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May 2024  Register Now - Golf Tournament - May 2 

¶ When - May 2, 2023        8:00 AM - 1:00 PM     Please arrive by 7:30 AM! 

¶ Where - Jersey Meadow Golf Course. 8502 Rio Grande St, Jersey Village, TX 77040 

¶ Cost - $60 per participant 

 

Cost is $60 all in (cart, range balls, closest to the pin trophy, and longest drive trophy)  with 
expectation we shall make a little surplus (as we did last year) to donate to winning team's 
charity.  The Houston MG Car Club will be supporting The Brookwood Community for adults 
with disabilities.  The TTR charity selection is still TBD. 

 

This is a Texas 4 person scramble format which means you do not have to be a golfer to 
participate.  You can come along and putt on the greens with the golfers. All that is required is 
to pay your fee, grab some golf clubs, and ride along for the camaraderie while supporting a 
great cause.   

 

When registering, if you are a group, please indicate who and how many is in your group. Email 
Vernon at the address below.  

 

People need to go online to register and pay via the Houston MG Club's website and they will 

bring a single check to pay the golf clubΥ   Event Registration 

 

**NOTE: Registration closes April 30th.  After that, you'll need to contact the event 
coordinator, Vernon Jones to see if there has been a cancellation. 

 

 Vernon Jones, 713-805-1163,   VTJJ@VernonJones.com 

.ŀǧƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .Ǌƛǘǎ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅ DƻƭŦ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘΣ  aŀȅ н 

TTR Members can contact Mike Woodward for more information 

https://houstonmgcc.com/event-5569703/Registration
mailto:VTJJ@VernonJones.com
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May 2024  2024 VTR South Central Regionals Details 
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May 2024  2024 VTR National Convention Details 
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May 2024  National Triumph Clubs 

.ŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ±¢w aŜƳōŜǊ 

The Vintage Triumph Register 
has its benefits.  A national 
club of Triumph enthusiasts 
spanning the globe needs you 
as a member.  Affiliate club 
membership is not an auto-
matic membership to VTR. 

Some of the benefits: 

¶ The Vintage Triumph Magazine - Our award-
winning bi-monthly color publication. 

¶ 2024 VTR National Meet in Nashville, Indiana 

¶ Access to a large number of local clubs. 

¶ Website with reference material and members-only 
sections covering all Triumph models. 

¶ Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B. 
(Factory trace documents on other Triumph models 
no longer available 

¶ Clothing, regalia, exclusive items 

¶ Specific vehicle consultants and experts 

{ƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǾƛƴǘŀƎŜǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦƻǊƎ  

bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !Ŷƭƛŀǝƻƴǎ 

 

https://vintagetriumphregister.org/
http://www.vtr.org
http://www.triumphregister.com
http://www.6-pack.org
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!ǇǊƛƭ сΣ нлнп 

WŜǊǎŜȅ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ !ǊŜŀΣ IƻǳǎǘƻƴΣ ¢· 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - John Hanten  
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!ǇǊƛƭ моΣ нлнп 

YƛǊōȅ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ IƻǳǎǘƻƴΣ ¢· 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - Fred Wagner, John Hanten  
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!ǇǊƛƭ нлΣ нлнп 

tŜŀǊƭŀƴŘΣ ¢· 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - John Hanten  
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!ǇǊƛƭ нтΣ нлнп 

YŀǘȅΣ ¢· 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - Fred Wagner, John Hanten  
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According to superficial research, the roughly 77,000 

TR6 cars sold in the US included 1-in-5 equipped with 

the optional Laycock de Normanville overdrive, with 

earlier cars using an A-type and later cars using a J-

type. Our TR6 CF12631U rolled off the assembly line 

51 years ago on a fine September day in 1973, equipped 

with the standard 4-speed transmission but excluding 

the optional J-type OD, certainly a shortsighted 

decision on the part of the original owner. 

 

A year ago or so, Mike Hado had an available A-type 

overdrive that he mated up with the transmission from 

our õ62 TR4. Shu-lien and I were able to pull and then 

reinstall that unit without any real issues, The OD 

significantly improved the TR4 high speed driving, so 

we had been on the lookout for the opportunity to 

upgrade the TR6 also. A few weeks ago, Mike sent a 

note around offering a rebuilt TR6 transmission 

complete with a J-type OD. After confirming this unit 

also came with the famous Hado warranty (50,000 

miles or when it leaves his driveway, whichever comes 

first) we loaded the Prius with our new treasure and 

headed home.  

 

Our 38-year marriage successfully survived the earlier 

TR4 conversion, but Shu-lien and I decided not to 

tempt fate a second time and Alan Wilson volunteered 

to help with the TR6. With the car securely up on jack 

stands, seats removed, and other preliminaries 

completed, Alan kindly invested a Friday afternoon over 

to remove the original (non-OD) transmission. With 

Alan lifting from above and me under the car on the 

push, we soon had it resting comfortably on an old 

cardboard box on the garage floor. 

1974 TR6 J-Type Overdrive Support Installation 

TR6 Transmission Support (Courtesy ð Moss) 
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A bit of time with a tape measure then revealed a 

challenge ð as installed, the original transmission 

support in the car did not align with the new OD 

mounting points. The TR6 transmission distance piece 

fitted to non-OD cars has two bolt hole eyelets that 

allow the unit to be secured to a Bracket (60), which is 

itself bolted to the gearbox mounting Adapter (59), 

that in turn is secured to the gearbox mounting 

Crossmember (61) by means of two round hard rubber 

anti-vibration Mounts (58) with the Crossmember 

bolted to the frame. 

 

Original (Non-OD) Transmission Mounting (bolts to Part 60; future OD mounting position bolt holes in Part 

59 visible slightly to the rear) 

1974 TR6 J-Type Overdrive Support Installation 

 The J-type OD unit does not have the same two bolt 

hole eyelets as provided on the distance piece, and 

instead uses two threaded holes in the bottom of the 

OD unit housing very close to the drive flange at the 

end of the unit. These threaded holes have a 3-inch 

center-to-center spacing (much narrower than the 

mounting holes used on the non-OD transmission 

support) and are also further towards the back of the 

car. (Side note ð the J-type also has threaded 

mounting holes on the back side of the housing further 

forward and used when installing in a Spitfire). The 

Adaptor (59) also has two holes on a 3-inch center, 

clearly intended to enable the mounting of the OD unit 

although by measurement the original location is wrong 

for fit up.  
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We ran into two issues at this point. First, until the 

transmission bell housing is fully mated up with the 

engine flange, the threaded studs on the two hard 

rubber gearbox Mounts will not line up with the holes in 

the gearbox mount Adapter. Because these threaded 

studs are fairly long, they prevent the rear of the 

transmission unit from sitting down in its final location. 

This in turn prevented alignment of the splined 

transmission input shaft with the mating splines on the 

engine side. We found that by getting the bell housing 

as close as possible to the engine flange and inside the 

firewall, and then raising the engine/transmission bell 

housing as high as possible, we achieved sufficient 

alignment that we could fully seat the input shaft. The 

Transmission Mount as originally installed, note tight access; non-OD mounting position on Bracket (60) at 

top of photo; OD mounting position on Adapter (59) at middle of photo. Rubber gearbox Mounts and 

Crossmember below that. 

1974 TR6 J-Type Overdrive Support Installation 

A bit of consultation with Hado and Jerry Gruss at a 

Saturday breakfast followed, after which Alan and I 

reconvened to tackle this mounting issue. We removed 

the entire mounting Crossmember assembly to enable 

us to renew the old, perished rubber anti-vibration 

Mounts and clean the usual accumulated grime. To 

install the J-type OD, you need to first remove and 

discard the Bracket (60) from the Adapter (59).  Next 

remove the Adaptor from the vibration Mounts and 

install the Adaptor itself on the bottom of the OD 

using two 3/8ó course thread bolts (at least on our unit; 

per Hado these can also be 3/8ó fine thread so make 

sure you check the thread pitch carefully before 

forcing a bolt up there). The Adapter (with Bracket 

removed) installs with the òopen endó to the rear of the 

OD. Expect to take at least 20 minutes to finesse the 

bolts in, it is a very tight fit. With those bolts in place 

and snug (not too tight, the OD housing is aluminium), 

attention turns back to the gearbox mounting 

Crossmember (61). This piece has two mounting holes on 

each side where it bolts to the frame, while the frame 

itself has three holes on each side. With the new 

rubber mounts first attached to the Crossmember, 

reinstall the Crossmember in the rearward two frame 

holes (correct position with OD; the non-OD 

arrangement used the forward two frame holes). These 

holes are elongated to allow some movement to align 

with the OD unit, so we initially bolted them down 

softly enabling the mount to be moved with some gentle 

taps as needed, with final tightening whence the 

transmission in place. Now the transmission itself could 

be installed. 
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We ran into two issues at this point. First, until the 

transmission bell housing is fully mated up with the 

engine flange, the threaded studs on the two hard 

rubber gearbox Mounts will not line up with the holes in 

the gearbox mount Adapter. Because these threaded 

studs are fairly long, they prevent the rear of the 

transmission unit from sitting down in its final location. 

This in turn prevented alignment of the splined 

transmission input shaft with the mating splines on the 

engine side. We found that by getting the bell housing 

as close as possible to the engine flange and inside the 

firewall, and then raising the engine/transmission bell 

housing as high as possible, we achieved sufficient 

alignment that we could fully seat the input shaft. The 

second issue was that even with input shaft fully 

seated and the bell housing square with the engine, 

those threaded studs in the top of the two hard 

rubber gearbox Mounts still did not align with the 

Adapter holes by over a quarter inch. To solve this, we 

used a pair of large C-clamps to slightly deflect the 

hard rubber Mounts until the threaded studs slid easily 

into the Adapter holes. That done, we installed the 

nuts & lock washers on the Mounts, tightened up the 

four Crossmember bolts, and we were good-to-go. 

There may be an alternate sequence to installing all 

these bits, but if you try it differently, think it 

through to the end to make sure you can actually reach 

the working areas. 

Done !! J-type OD with Adaptor (59), Bracket discarded, now attached to the rubber Mounts; note how 

close this assembly is to the drive shaft flange ð bolting the Adaptor to the OD would not be possible af-

ter transmission installation, it must be done first 

1974 TR6 J-Type Overdrive Support Installation 

Story and Photos - John Baguley  



 

 31 

 

May 2024  

hǇǝƻƴ 

hǇǝƻƴ 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ .ƛǘǎ ƻŦ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘΗ 
 Bits of Triumph was created so Triumph drivers and enthusiasts can share 

their passion for beloved vintage British  sportscars with Triumph regalia. 

Triumph pieces are created one at a time, so they can be customized. We 

can add your  name, car model and year to the shirts. Is there a better way 

to brag on your little British beauty? You can plan on sparking conversation 

with these shirts with strangers and fellow ôTriumph-ersõ alike when you 

wear gear celebrating these vintage cars. 

Iƻǿ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκ   ōƛǘǎƻƊǊƛǳƳǇƘΦŎƻƳ 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ²ȅƴƴŜƭƭ DƻǊƳŀƴ   
псф-оуо-нллф 

{Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜ vw ŎƻŘŜ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ 
ǘƘŜ .ƛǘǎ ƻŦ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 

  TTR Regalia Update  

For general TTR Regalia information, contact TTR Regalia Manager, James Moore. 


