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Greetings, TTR Nation. We seem to have skipped 
spring and gone straight to summer with temps 
already in the high 80s and low 90s. Not my idea 

of the best LBC top-down weather, but I need to 
stop my complaining and move on. 

 

Last month most of you already know that we 
elected our TTR 2024-25 officers and, surprise, 
they are the same folks who have served TTR for 
the last several years. Our team of officers are 
happy to continue in the roles we've had so I hope 

our members will tell them you appreciate their 
work. It would be a great idea for those of you 
who have not served as an officer to watch what 
the officers do each week & month to keep TTR 
rolling, and consider stepping up to offer your 

time to serve as an officer in the future.  

 

By the time you are reading this Bluebonnet we 
will have just celebrated the Memorial Day week-

end. Many of us in TTR are veterans and we must 
remember that we are the lucky ones. On Memori-
al Day we honor the service and sacrifice of those 
who paid the ultimate price while serving their na-
tion. We should never forget the privileges we en-

joy because of them.  

  

A small convoy of TTR members will also be on the 

road to Regionals in St Louis this week as 
well.  We will be enjoying a leisurely two-day drive 
with overnight stays in Arkansas both going to St 
Louis and coming home. Just like our tours in 
spring and fall these travels give us time for quali-

ty fellowship and enjoyment of our LBCs. The com-
petition once we arrive in St Louis will be an added 
bonus. We will do our best to haul as many awards 
home as is usual for TTR at Regionals. 

 
Once again the MG vs. Triumph golf tournament 
was contended last month and, once again, the MG 

Club golfers were victorious by the narrowest of 
margins. Thanks to Mike Woodward for organizing 
the event and to Tim Malone for leading the TTR 

team. At least Dusty Nicholson secured bragging 
rights for TTR by winning the Closest-to-the-Pin 
and Long-Drive honors. What a Manly Man. 

 
If you haven't done so already, you should renew 
your dues asap to get your name removed from 
Mike Hado's bad list. While you're at it you should 
check your VTR membership and renew it too. In 

case you're not a VTR member, you should sign up. 

 

Keep those Triumphs oiled and ready for some 

frequent trips on the open road before it really 
gets hot. 

 

Cheers,  

 

 

From the President é  
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Some folks drink too much. Some curse too often. 
Some of us over exercise -or we relax to much. 
Some of us cannot stop playing video games. Some 

have unusual sexual habits -or none. Some of us 
gamble excessively. Some folks are abusive, and 
some have other addictions. Some of us have an 
unusual affinity towards cars, or a particular 
make. There are plenty of vices to go around.  

 

If you look closely in the picture of my mirror, you 
can almost see a man with no vise. The blue vehicle 

behind me is behind a Spitfire. The Spitfire has 
no windshield glass or frame. The driver is a man 
wearing a helmet. He has no vise in his garage. He 
is following me home because I have a vise in my 
garage, and I know how to use it. 

 

For decades, John has been hearing how his left 

rear bumperette was not straight. The bumper-
ette was not bent, but its support bracket needed 
to be bent slightly before the bumperette could 
appear straight. One mans vise, with a proper lev-
er, can be utilized to delicately bend an offensive 

support bracket, rendering the bumperette 
straight. 

 

 

If you look in your mirror and do not see someone 
without a vice, you might take a second look. You 

might not have noticed something. You might not 
see the vice. You can not see a missing vice. But 
anyone you might be following probably has a vice 
to spare. Regardless, most of us are willing to 
share our vices with anyone who thinks they might 

need one. 

 

**warning** Not all vices are vises and not all can 
correct any problem. 

 

 

      Jer 

Tales of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 

Jerry at 61 going on 62 (speed and age)  
wondering where he left his windscreen 

Novice 

A Good Vise 
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June 2024  Battle of the Brits - Charity Golf Tournament 

On May 9, 2024 the annual Battle Of The Britõs 
Golf Tournament took place at Jersey Meadow 
golf course in Jersey Village.   Founded in 1956, 

Jersey Meadow Golf Course has been a staple of 
the community for over 60 years. The course is 
nestled in Jersey Village, TX, and is a par 70 
course that welcomes golfers of all levels. 

 

The Triumph vs MG Tournament is an annual event 
between the two clubs providing good fun and 

camaraderie.  The primary format is a Texas four-
ball scramble, with additional prizes for longest-
drive, closest-to-the-pin, and this year, a putting 
competition. 
 

The activity started with a putting competition on 
the indoor putting green that was won by Caren 

Canady.  The required putter for this event was  
the bespoke òTriumph Piston Putt-Putteró 
fabricated by TTR member Randy DeRuiter for 
the 2023 Regional Funkhana Event hosted by TTR. 

Following the putting competition it was off to the 
driving range to warm up prior to hitting the 
course.  

Virtual Putting Competition 

Jersey Meadow Course - Aerial View 

Team Lineups 



 

 7 

 

June 2024  

The Game is Afoot! 

One Long Putt! 

David Fowler fishing for golf balls More Tournament Play 

Battle of the Brits - Charity Golf Tournament 
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Dusty - Longest Drive AND Closest-to-the-Pin 

Story - Mike Woodward 
Photos - Mike Woodward, Vernon Jones 

 

As always it was a close competition, in fact this 
year it went to the fourth hole on a scorecard 
playoff as two teams both came in with a 71. In 

the end the MG team won with the profit of 
almost $500.00 thereby going to their charity of 
choice,  The Brookwood Community. 

On an individual basis Dusty swept the board 
winning both the closest to the pin and the longest 
drive competitions, proving that not only can he 
drive a Triumph in a winning mode at the 
Autocross, but also drive a golf ball !! 

 

 

 

As always, everyone had a great time with the 
friendly rivalry between the two clubs all in the 
aid of raising money for a great charity. 

Caren Canady - Putting Champion with Putt-Putter 

The Plaque - MG Club wins another one 

Battle of the Brits - Charity Golf Tournament 

The Winning Team 
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June 2024  

TTR President Hal Sharp called the meeting to order at 3:08.  Hal thanked Jeff Kaiser and Eva Prappas for 

hosting the meeting, and Fred Wagner and John Baguley for setting up the Zoom call. There were 35 attendees, 

16 proxies, and one Zoom attendee for a total of 52 constituting a quorum for club business.  

 

Approval of Minutes ð M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last Bluebonnet 

newsletter. 

 

Membership Report ð Mike Hado - reported there are 199 family memberships as of today and 799 members 

historically.  Membership dues are due now for the start of the next fiscal year beginning on June 1.  Mike posted 

a printed list of current members who have not yet renewed their membership. 

 

Treasurerõs Report ð Mike Rouse ð reported the financial summary for April 2024,  reporting inflows, outflows, 

and month-end balance.   

 

Regalia ð Hal for James Moore -  nothing new to report. 

 

IT ð Hal for Bob Pennington ð no IT items to report.  Hal did mention that Bob sent a personal update on their 

situation in Israel, and they are keeping busy and helping neighbors amid a labor shortage created by the general 

situation.   

 

Special Events 

 

¶ 2024 Falling Leaves Tour ð Mike Woodward ð reported that planning is underway for the 2024 Falling 

Leaves Tour, this year to Waco, TX, from November 1 ð 3.  There are many things to do in Waco, so the 

overall itinerary there will be loosely structured and self-serve.  The dates are firm, and the event will be 

added to the calendar.  Additional information will be available in the Bluebonnet as it is developed.  
 

¶ 2024 VTR Regional and National Events ð Hal ð reminded that the VTR Regions Convention will be hosted 

by the St. Louis club at the end of May.  Hal encouraged other members to consider attending the event.  

Mike Rouse has organized a caravan to and from the event.  Hal also reminded the group that the VTR 

Nationals will be in September in Nashville, IN.  Several TTR members are planning to attend. 

 

Local Events 

 

¶ Car-lift Relocation Seminar ð Mike Woodward ð reported there is a special event on May 25, immediately 

following the breakfast event.  Mike will be relocating his four-post lift from his current house to his new 

house several miles away and is enlisting volunteers to help with the move.  There will be a reminder in a 

club email. 

 

¶ 2024 Golf Tournament Report ð Mike Woodward ð reported the results of the annual golf tournament 

between TTR and the Houston MG Club.  The MG Club won the charity event with about $500 going to 

Brookwood, the designated charity.  Individual honors for longest drive and closet-to-the-pin went to TTR 

member Dusty Nicholson. 

 

TTR Meeting Minutes for May 
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¶ Potential Upcoming Event Options ð David Fowler ð reported that he is working on a variety of possible 

local events including:  local brewery tour; drives to local places of interest; Katy tour with museums and 

dinner; a bowling event; a movie matinee; and a Shiner Brewery gathering with other Triumph clubs.  David 

said he will likely send a survey to the membership to gauge interest and assist with planning.  

 

Breakfast Update ð John Barrett ð reported that Eats Mesquite was added back to the venue list with a recent 

successful breakfast.  He will continue to work on venue scheduling coordinating with other club events during the 

month.    

 

New Business   

 

¶ TTR Officer Elections ð Hal Sharp ð presented the slate for the May elections shown below, all positions 

are slated with the incumbents.   
 

 ̄President: Hal Sharp 

 ̄Vice President - Special Events: Mike Woodward 

 ̄Vice President ð Events Coordinator: David Fowler 

 ̄Treasurer: Mike Rouse 

 ̄Secretary: John Hanten 

 ̄Membership Coordinator/Historian: Mike Hado 

 ̄Regalia Coordinator: James Moore 

 ̄Bluebonnet Editor: John Hanten 

 

MSA - to accept the slate as presented.   

MSA ð to support the slate by unanimous acclamation vote.  

 

¶ Lifetime Membership Award - Hal ð reminded the group of the announcement made last month that the 

TTR Executive Committee had voted to grant Mike and Marie Hado a TTR Lifetime Membership. Hal called 

Mike and Marie up and presented them with an honorary plaque recognizing their achievements and service 

to the club for 40+ years.   

 

¶ 2024 Monthly Meeting Hosts 

 

 ̄June ð Steve & Angelica Wirtes 

 ̄July - Open 

 ̄August ð Open 

 ̄September ð Jeff & Trixie Dade 

 ̄October ð Mike & Stephanie Woodward 

 ̄November ð Tim Maxwell 

 ̄Contact Hal Sharp if you would like to volunteer to host the July or August meeting or another meeting 

next year.   

TTR Meeting Minutes for May 
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June 2024  

 

¶ 2024 Christmas Party ð reminder ð the Christmas Party will be on Sunday, December 1, from 12:00 ð 3:00 

at the ò77ó which is the banquet facility next door to the ô401 Table and Tap restaurant in Bellaire, TX.  

More information will be available as we get closer to the date of the event. 

 

¶ Join VTR ð Hal Sharp ð reminded the group to join VTR if you are not already a member.  TTR has 48 VTR 

members. 

 

Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:25.  Minutes recorded and edited by John Hanten. 

 

(M/S/A =   motion made / seconded / approved ) 

TTR Meeting Minutes for May 
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June 2024  TTR May Meeting Photos  

Meeting Hosts - Jeff Kaiser & Eva Prappas 
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June 2024  TTR May Meeting Photos  
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June 2024  TTR May Meeting Photos  

Photos - Fred Wagner 
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June 2024  Lifetime Membership Award - Mike & Marie Hado  

A highlight of the May monthly was the awarding of a 

Lifetime Membership Award to Mike and Marie Hado.  

Mike joined the club in November 1981 as the 10th 

member, and has been active in club events and officer 

roles for over 40 years.  He is the recipient of national 

awards from both TRA and VTR organizations, and is 

the longtime club Historian and Membership 

Coordinator. 

 

The Executive Committee and all meeting attendees 

were enthusiastically supportive of this well deserved 

recognition. 

 

Congratulations - Mike and Marie Hado! 

Mike and Marie Hado - Receiving Lifetime Membership Award from Hal Sharp 

Award plaque details 
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June 2024  Lifetime Membership Award - Mike & Marie Hado  

            

           May 12, 2024 

 

Dear TTR Family, 

 

Thank you All for the award we received at the last meeting. It was so thoughtful and appreciated 

to be acknowledged that way. I know it is Mike who is the TR Guru and Historian and Dues Guy 

and all that and spends a lot of time behind the computer and on the phone doing important TR 

work, not me.  

 

Very different from the olden days: 

 

- Before the computer when we divided up the membership and made calls the week of the 
meeting to remind members to come to the meeting. 

 

- Before there was hospitality and great food shared at  the meetings. 

 

- Before the club became family friendly and planned fun things to do with our kids like 
picnics and trips to the Blue Bell Ice Cream Factory. 

 

- When we still had homes big enough to include everyone for a Christmas party. 

 

- When the Wild Turkey Rallye ended with a bottle of Wild Turkey and a lot of complaining 
about how long it was.  

 

During the 40 years of being in the TTR we have gone to weddings and funerals and retirement 

parties, held new babies, said good bye to old friends and hello to new ones, hosted dinners and 

gone to dinners at friendsô homes, wrote a cookbook (I still have mine somewhere), and have 

never met a TTR person we didnôt like.   

 

For us, the TTR is our family and we appreciate every one of you and look forward to maybe not 

43 more years of TTR fun but at least a few more. 

 

Marie (and Mike) 

Note from Marie and Mike 
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June 2024  Member News - Mike Hado 

 

New Members: 

    Tom & Michelle Smith, Brenham, TX ð 1968 Jasmine TR250 

     Blake & Julia Schumann, Katy, TX ð 1966 Red TR4A,  

                                                               1969 Jasmine TR6 

 

TTR Birthdays for June 
 

Bill Beckenbaugh 2 

John Wieser 2 

Gary Fuqua 2 

Carol Barnwell 3 

Don Brown 3 

Stephen Wirtes 4 

Norma Seto 5 

Lynn Davis 6 

Eva Prappas 7 

Bill Sysman 7 

Andreas Zimmer 7 

Thomas Noll 10 

Bill Papp 12 

David Chapman 14 

Kim Redding 15 

Jacinto Esteban 17 

David Bryant 19 

Jan Delery 22 

Charles Hubert 25 

Chris Kanyuck 25 

Len Myers 26 

James Moore 27 

Lydia Trapp 30 

TTR Officer Election Results 

All incumbent TTR officers were reelected for another term at 
the May, 2024 Monthly Meeting. 

The slate of nominees was listed in the May, 2024 Bluebonnet. 

2024 - 2025 Officers and contact information are listed each 
month on Page 2 of the Bluebonnet Newsletter. 

When Old Car Guys get sent to a nursing homeéé. 
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Breakfast Meetings 
Saturday Traveling Breakfasts are back in full swing!  See the schedule be-

low and watch for Mike Hadoõs reminder email for confirmation. 

NOTE; See the Upcoming Events tab on the TTR website for specific in-

formation for all events:  

¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ μ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ όǘŜȄŀǎǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦƻǊƎύ  

Breakfast meetings begin between 7:30 am & 8 am for coffee & we usually eat Breakfast at around 8:00 am.    

Car viewing after Breakfast. 

Date  Location Address 
 

  

¶ Jun 1, 2024 Harris County Smokehouse Tomball 14243 FM 2920 Road, Tomball TX 77377 

¶ Jun 8, 2024 Yale Street Grill 2100 Yale Street, Houston TX 77008 

¶ Jun 15, 2024 Kelley's Country Cookin' 2933 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland TX 77581 

¶ Jun 22, 2024 Skeeter's Mesquite Grill 5529 Weslayan Street, Houston, TX 77005 

¶ Jun 29, 2024 9er's Grill Katy 23225 Kingsland Blvd., Katy TX 77494 

¶ Jul 6, 2024 Humble City Caf® 200 E. Main Street, Humble TX 77338 

¶ Jul 13, 2024 Midtown Bar and Grill 415 West Gray St., Houston TX 77019 

   

   

TTR Club Calendar  

Events 

 

¶ May 30 - Jun 1, 2024 - SCVTR Regional Event, St. Louis, MO. (Event and lodging details at 2024 SCVTR)  

¶ June 8, 2024 - Monthly Meeting - Steve & Angelica Wirtes hosting (Location details in club email) 

¶ July 13, 2024 - Monthly Meeting - TBD  (Location details in club email) 

¶ Sept 8 - 12, 2024 - VTR National Convention, Nashville, IN (Event and lodging details here)  

¶ Nov 1 - 3, 2024 - 2024 Falling Leaves Tour, Waco, TX  (Details in future issues) 

¶ Dec 1, 2024 - 2024 Christmas Party / Monthly Meeting (Details in future issues) 

 

 

___ Monthly Meeting      ___ Driving Event      __ Car Show Event      __ Local Special Event  

http://www.texastriumphregister.org/upcoming-events/
http://www.sltoa.org/vtr24info.htm
https://indianatriumphcars.regfox.com/2024-vintage-triumph-register-national-convention
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June 2024  2024 VTR South Central Regionals Details 
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June 2024  2024 VTR National Convention Details 



 

 21 

 

June 2024  National Triumph Clubs 

.ŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ±¢w aŜƳōŜǊ 

The Vintage Triumph Register 
has its benefits.  A national 
club of Triumph enthusiasts 
spanning the globe needs you 
as a member.  Affiliate club 
membership is not an auto-
matic membership to VTR. 

Some of the benefits: 

¶ The Vintage Triumph Magazine - Our award-
winning bi-monthly color publication. 

¶ 2024 VTR National Meet in Nashville, Indiana 

¶ Access to a large number of local clubs. 

¶ Website with reference material and members-only 
sections covering all Triumph models. 

¶ Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B. 
(Factory trace documents on other Triumph models 
no longer available 

¶ Clothing, regalia, exclusive items 

¶ Specific vehicle consultants and experts 

{ƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǾƛƴǘŀƎŜǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦƻǊƎ  

bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !Ŷƭƛŀǝƻƴǎ 

 

https://vintagetriumphregister.org/
http://www.vtr.org
http://www.triumphregister.com
http://www.6-pack.org
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aŀȅ пΣ нлнп 

IƻǳǎǘƻƴΣ ¢· 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - Fred Wagner 
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June 2024  

aŀȅ ммΣ нлнп 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - Fred Wagner & John Hanten 

aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ !ǊŜŀΣ IƻǳǎǘƻƴΣ ¢· 
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June 2024  

aŀȅ муΣ нлнп 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - John Hanten 

{ǳƎŀǊ [ŀƴŘΣ ¢· 
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June 2024  

aŀȅ нрΣ нлнп 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - Fred Wagner, John Hanten 

WŜǊǎŜȅ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Σ ¢· 
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June 2024  Tech Event - Car Lift Relocation 

Immediately following the May 25 Breakfast Event, it 

was all hands on deck for a quick, but heavy, project to 

relocate Mike Woodwardõs four post lift. Mike was in 

the process of moving into a new house about three 

miles from his current house.  He put out a request for 

help to both TTR and the Houston MG Car Club, and 

about a dozen helping hands showed up to help with the 

mechanics of the move. 

 

Mike had front-loaded some of the work by partially 

dismantling the lift, including the hydraulics and cables, 

leaving only the heavy steel pieces to be transported. 

 

The volunteer work was incentivized through a 

generous offer of pizza and cold beverages upon 

completion. Hooking up the trailer for the lift move project 

The partially dismantled lift to be moved Unbolting the ramps from the lift rail 

A wheeled engine hoist provided lifting leverage Both ramps on the trailer 
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June 2024  Tech Event - Car Lift Relocation 

Moving the front posts as a single unit Fully loaded trailer 

Important nuts and bolts needed for assembly Dave Smith driving the lift to its new home 

Reassembly complete in the new garage Cool-down and de-briefing on the patio 

Photos - John Hanten, Nancy Money 
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Triumph TR6: How To Convert A Vintage Engine To Run On Unleaded Fuel | Wheeler Dealers 

¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ ¢wсΥ Iƻǿ ¢ƻ /ƻƴǾŜǊǘ ! ±ƛƴǘŀƎŜ 9ƴƎƛƴŜ ¢ƻ wǳƴ hƴ ¦ƴƭŜŀŘŜŘ CǳŜƭ μ ²ƘŜŜƭŜǊ 5ŜŀƭŜǊǎ όȅƻǳǘǳōŜΦŎƻƳύ  

Many TTR members are familiar with the Velocity 

Channel (now Motor Trend) show òWheeler Dealersó, 

where older cars, usually imported sporty cars, are 

restored by show hosts Mike Brewer and Edd China, 

and flipped for a profit. 

 

Edd left the show in 2017, but many of the episodes 

are available on YouTube, including several episodes 

where a Triumph motorcar is the featured vehicle. 

 

In this article (access via URL below the photo), Edd 

China undertakes the project on how to convert a 

vintage TR engine to run on unleaded fuel.  Edd does 

the step-by-step disassembly of the engine to remove 

the head, and then brings the head to the machine shop 

where the steps to machine the head and insert new 

valve guides are shown.  Many TTR members have had 

this work done on their engine, but others rely on lead 

additives, or donõt worry about the issue.  This 9-

minute video provides a view into the amount of work 

involved.  Local Houston area resources are listed in the 

TTR Resource Guide accessible on the TTR website.  

Something Totally Different! 

 

While researching this video, I learned a bit about 

what Edd China has been up to during and after his 

stint on Wheeler Dealers.  Thereõs lots of information 

available on the website, but among many other things 

he set records for the Worldõs fastest sofa, shed, 

bathroom, bed, and largest shopping trolley. Attached 

is a photo of his motorized sofa, and a link to his 

website. 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŜŘŘŎƘƛƴŀΦŎƻƳκ 

Tech Video - Triumph Unleaded Fuel Conversion 


