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The Summer Solstice has gone by and, once again, 
not a single Druid was seen driving a Triumph. We 
must encourage our own Celtic expert, John Bar-

rett, to look into this oversight and take correc-
tive action next year.  

 

Prior to the Solstice, the SCVTR in St Louis was a 
huge success, not only for the host club, but TTR 
made our usual haul of awards. Every car that 
competed claimed at least one award and some 
collected multiple awards. See John Hanten's de-

tailed report on the event in pages that follow in 
this Bluebonnet. 

 

Another great source of pride for TTR has been 

the Russ Seto Scholarship Award that we have 
funded ever since Russ' untimely passing a few 
years ago. We were notified by Lone Star College 
last month that one of our recipients, Frank Lyons 
Jr, has graduated. There have been several recipi-

ents who have received various certifications 
from the Automotive Mechanics' program, but 
Frank is the first to officially graduate. John Bar-
rett serves as our liaison to Lone Star, and has 
agreed to create a tracking plan to make a perma-

nent record of those award winners that TTR un-
derwrites, and what levels of accomplishment they 
each achieve. We should all be proud of this pro-
gram, and I am certain that Russ would be too. 

 

I have stated before in this column that TTR has 
a reputation for traveling far and wide to take our 
cars into competition and last month was no ex-

ception. We received a report from John Reyn-
olds, via his FB page, that he and Liz attended the 
2024 Triumph Register of America convention in 
Perrysville, Ohio with their beautiful Blue TR3. In 
addition to reporting on their adventures driving 

the Tail of the Dragon, John told us that TRA has 
honored one of our late TTR members, Franz 
Bachman, by naming the annual TRA Convention 
Long Distance Drive Award after Franz. He and 
Monica were well known for their long drives from 

Florida to numerous events in their British Racing 
Green TR3 and trailer. That is quite an honor, and 
we dearly miss Franz. 

 

Don't forget to make plans to attend the July 
monthly meeting at Kenny & Lisa Daves' home on 

the 13th. More details from Mike Hado will be 
forthcoming. Get those Triumphs on the road. 

 

 

Cheers,  

 

 

From the President é  
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This may seem a little foggy at first, but hopeful-
ly it will clear up. If you have been a club member 
for a while, you have probably heard of the FOGs; 

a group of guys who annually drive their Triumphs 
around the country like it is a kind of pleasurable 
experience. Some of the FOGs have made the voy-
age on multiple occasions. To become a FOG, you 
must have successfully completed at least two 

drives with the group. òSuccessfullyó does not 
mean òwithout failure.ó Breakdowns are not ex-
pected, nor unexpected, but very much a part of 
the FOG comradery. Multiple awards are given out 
for breakdowns, but most are not cherished and 

hope to be handed off to another òlesser FOG.ó 
òSuccessfullyó does not mean you drove a tour in 
your own Triumph. As a matter of fact, the leader 
of the pack has been known to lend his òlesser Tri-
umphó to more than one other FOG to 

òsuccessfullyó drive a tour.  

 

Although I have judged Triumphs, I really hate to 
call any given Triumph òlesseró than another. But 
every parent has a favorite. Regardless, everyone 
knows that some cars are in better shape, or their 
upkeep has been more robust, or their health is 

better -there is a plethora of reasons to call one 
car better than another -making the other  

 

 

òlesser.ó Having modern features like roll-up win-
dows, or wipers that can nearly keep up with the 

rain is no basis for a declaration of òlesser.ó And 
everyone knows that with each mile driven, a Tri-
umph is one mile closer to requiring a major re-
build. The rebuild interval is variable between any 
given car, but it is constant -eventually any driven 

car will wear out. It is a continuous cycle of life, 
death, and rebirth. 

 

Daves garage is focused in this monthõs picture. 

His TR4A recently òsuccessfullyó completed a 
FOG trip driven by Karl. Dave and Tyler also suc-
cessfully completed the same trip in the TR6. 
Both these cars have had past failures, and both 
have been maintained with the attitude required 

to make a successful cross-country journey in an 
antique automobile. To expect reliable service 
from a vehicle that was not reliable when new is 
remarkable. Dave can be seen in the background 
contemplating the renewed health of his TR4A. I 

find it a privilege to be associated with like mind-
ed individuals and grateful to be at their service.  

 

 

      Jer 

  

Tales of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 

Jerry at 61 going on 62 (speed and age)  
wondering where he left his windscreen 

Prepping for FOG 
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The 2024 VTR South Central Regional Convention 
was held from May 30 ð June 1, 2024 in St. Louis, 
MO.  The host club for this yearõs event was the 

St. Louis Triumph Owners Association, their first 
time hosting a regional event. The event venue was 
the Sheraton Westport Chalet Hotel in St. Louis, 
a large facility with full-service banquet and 
catering facilities, located adjacent to Westport 

Plaza which provided walking access to multiple 
shops, restaurants, and a grassy open recreation 
area. 

 

The overall schedule is shown below, with the first 
scheduled event being the Registration at the 
host hotel.  The last scheduled event was the 
Awards Banquet on Saturday night. 

 

 
  

  

WEDNESDAY 
 

¶ Registration:  2:00PM ï 7:00PM 
¶ Trailer Parking: (Hotel Parking Lot) 
¶ Dinner: (On your own) 
 
 
 

THURSDAY 
 

¶ Breakfast: (On your own) 
¶ Registration/Hospitality: 8:00AM ï 6:00PM 
¶ Craft/Model/Photo Contest: 8:00AM ï 6:00PM 
¶ Silent Auction: 8:00AM ï 6:00PM 
¶ Tech Session with Litezupp:  8:30AM ï 9:30AM 
¶ Gearhead Tour:  8:00AM ï 10:00PM 
¶ Winery Tour/Poker Run: 10:00AM ï 3:00PM 
¶ Autocross Inspection:  1:00PM ï 5:00PM 
¶ TSD Rally Orientation:  4:00PM ï 5:00PM 
¶ Welcome Reception:  5:00PM ï 8:00PM 
¶ Dinner Run:  7:00PM ï 9:30PM 

FRIDAY 
 

¶ Breakfast Runs: 7:00AM ï 10:00AM 
¶ Registration: 8:00AM ï 6:00PM 
¶ Craft/Model/Photo Contest:  8:00AM ï 6:00PM 
¶ Silent Auction: 8:00AM ï 6:00PM 
¶ Funkhana: 8:00AM ï 3:00PM 
¶ Autocross Inspection: 8:00AM ï 9:00AM 
¶ Autocross: 9:00AM ï 3:00PM 
¶ Le Mans Start:  9:00AM ï 3:00PM 
¶ Concours Judging School:  3:30PM ï 4:30PM 
¶ TSD Rally / Dinner Run:  4:30PM ï 9:00PM 
¶ Dinner Runs: 5:00PM ï 9:00PM 
 

SATURDAY 
 

¶ Registration: 8:00AM ï 12:00PM 
¶ Concours Judgesô Breakfast: 7:00AM ï 8:00AM 
¶ Car Show Parking:  7:00AM ï 9:00AM 
¶ Concours/Popular Choice: 9:00AM ï 12:00PM 
¶ Craft/Model/Photo Contest:  8:00AM ï 1:00PM 
¶ Silent Auction:  8:00AM ï 12:00PM 
¶ Silent Auction Final Bid: ï 12:00PM 
¶ Awards Banquet: 6:00PM ï 9:00PM 

2024 VTR South Central Regionals 
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Tuesday ð Wednesday 
  

Most of the TTR participants travelled in a caravan 

over two days, stopping in North Little Rock, AR, on the 

first night. The departure was early on May 28, after 

the Memorial Day weekend, with a meet-up rendezvous 

in New Caney, TX.  

A three-car group headed out from New Caney towards 

Nacogdoches, TX, to pick up additional participants 

Randy and Val DeRuiter, each driving a vehicle.  Along 

the way the group encountered a massive thunderstorm 

which continued south and inflicted significant damage 

on Houston. 

 

The overall route was about 800 miles one-way, and 

stopped overnight near the midpoint in North Little 

Rock, AR.  The five-vehicle caravan made fuel and rest 

stops as necessary following a plan prepared by Mike 

and Sallie Rouse, drawing on their previous experience 

organizing TTR special events.  

Massive thunderstorm 

2024 Regionals caravan route map 

Caravan headed north 

Lunch stop 

Triumphs on trailers 

2024 VTR South Central Regionals 
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The group arrived mid-afternoon on Wednesday with 

time to unload the Triumphs from the trailers and get 

the vehicles and trailers parked.  After that was hotel 

registration, and then the 2024 SCVTR Convention 

registration in a large, dedicated room. The room 

provided an opportunity for socializing and checking out 

the several vendors that were at the event. The room 

was also the venue for the Silent Auction, the Craft/

Model/Photo contests, and the scheduled Tech 

Sessions.  The room was well stocked with snacks and 

beverages, and generally open throughout the event.  

 

 

Welcome to the Convention! 

Registration in progress 

Sheraton Westport Chalet Hotel 

LiteZupp - specializing in LED lighting             
for classic cars 

2024 VTR South Central Regionals 
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There were no planned events for the evening, so the 

group headed over to the adjacent restaurant / 

recreation complex to grab dinner at the Trainwreck 

Saloon, and check out the eight-foot baseball model in 

front of the Rawlings Sporting Goods store.   

 

During the night, three additional TTR members 

arrived bringing the TTR participation to eleven, with 

five Triumphs registered.     

 

 

 

 

TTR members playing pushballé. 

Hanging out in the main room  

Triumph themed clothing and pottery 

End of a long day... 

Dinner at the nearby Trainwreck Saloon 

2024 VTR South Central Regionals 
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Thursday 
  

Thursdayõs driving events included two concurrent 

drives.  The first event was the òGearhead Touró, a 

guided drive visiting three automobile restoration 

shops and museums.  According to reports, there were 

many high-end cars on display along with examples of 

outstanding craftsmanship. 

 

The second event was a scenic driving event along 40 

miles of scenic back roads, finishing at the destination 

winery.  According to the event program, Missouri had 

established a viticulture industry before California, 

predating the Napa and Sonoma Valley industry.  The 

drive also incorporated a poker-run, where participants 

stopped at five waypoints along the route to receive a 

single playing card per car.  The best poker hand from 

the five cards received a bottle of wine from the 

winery.   

The winery was sited high on a hilltop with scenic vistas 

of the countryside.  There was a large dining deck with 

a sandwich buffet provided by the host club. During 

the dining, the results of the poker-run were 

determined. The winning hand was four fours, certainly 

a winning hand in a 5-card stud game. After dining and 

grabbing some photos, the wine tour attendees headed 

back to the hotel, with some members stopping along 

the way to grab some provisions.  

Throughout the day the registration desk was open, 

the silent auction event was running, the autocross 

tech-inspection station was open, and the Craft / 

Model / Photo contest entries were on display.   

  Driving to the Winery 

Montelle Winery  est. 1970 

Montelle Winery parking - lots of Triumphs 

2024 VTR South Central Regionals 
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Welcome Reception 

  

The opening reception was held that evening in a lower-

level ballroom with plenty of tables and space for all 

the attendees.  The reception featured hot appetizers, 

and a cash bar, with welcome announcements from the 

host club.  Although there was a scheduled Dinner Run, 

the amount of food served at the reception made 

additional dining unnecessary. 

 

Large scenic patio 

TTR group photo 

Scenic parking area 

Sallie, Valerie, and Nancy at the winery 

Welcome reception group photo 

2024 VTR South Central Regionals 
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Friday 
  

Fridayõs driving events included the Autocross, 

Funkhana, and Le Manõs Start Events.  

  

Autocross 

  

The autocross venue was the large parking lot of the 

Family Arena, a large multipurpose sports and 

entertainment facility a few miles from the hotel.  The 

course layout and event management were conducted 

by the Boeing Sports Car Club of St. Louis. The drivers 

were separated into two heats, split evenly between 

morning and afternoon.  Drivers who were not in the 

current heat were asked to volunteer to work the track 

corners, starting line, and grid area. There was plenty 

of water available at the event, but no food provisions. 

Nancy preparing her TR6 

Unnecessary equipment offloaded for autocross 

Cars staged and ready to race 

Hot rod - ~ 600 hp V8 in a modified GT6 

2024 VTR South Central Regionals 
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Driverõs meeting with instructions for the day 

Drivers walking the course 

Gathering for the driverõs meeting 

Starting line, timing tent, and loaner helmets 

Twin-turbo Corvette engine in a TR7! 

Inside Randy DeRuiters car...the òRandyCamó 
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The results of the driving events are shown in the 

captioned photos of the TTR participants.  Overall, the 

autocross track was very open given the large size of 

the parking lot.  Fast times were ~ 45 seconds, with 

most of the cars shifting gears along the course.  

Drivers were allowed six laps to put down their best 

time. TTR participants included Hal Sharp, Mike Hado 

(driving Randy DeRuiterõs car), Randy DeRuiter, Dusty 

Nicholson (driving his newly re-acquired modified 

Spitfire), Louise Carter (driving Hal Sharpõs car), and 

John Hanten (driving Nancy Moneyõs car).  Nancy 

Money, normally a strong autocross contender, was 

sidelined due to a shoulder injury. 

 

The Fastest Time of Day went to Drew Holliday from 

the Oklahoma-based COVTR club. 

Dusty Nicholson - going fast - on his way to   
first place in PS Class 

John Hanten - going slow in Nancy Moneyõs TR6, 
S6 Class 4th Place (16.5 seconds off winning time) 

Hal Sharp - going fast in his TR6,                
M6 Class 2nd Place (.008 seconds off winning time) 

600 horsepower GT6 lifting a wheel in the far turn 

2024 VTR South Central Regionals 

Mike Hado - going fast in Randy DeRuiterõs TR6, 
M6 Class 3rd Place (.15 seconds off winning time) 
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Funkhana 

  

The Funkhana was held in another parking area 

adjacent to the autocross event.  The theme of the 

Funkhana was òSt Louis Highlightsó with stations along 

the course tied in to points of interest in St Louis. 

  

The various stops and tasks included: 

  

¶  St Louis Blues - Score a hockey goal ð stop at the 

hockey net, get out, and shoot the puck into the net 

¶  Gateway Arch ð throw a balsa model plane through 

the model Gateway Arch.  There have been a 

reported six incidents of aircraft flying through the 

arché.strictly forbidden by the FAA. 

¶  Westward Ho ð head out on your own Westward 

Expansion towing a wagon around the course 

¶  St Louis Zoo  ð arrange large cardboard blocks to 

spell òSt Louis Zooó. 

¶  Busch Stadium ð drive to the stadium stop, grab a 

banner, put on a baseball hat, and sing one complete 

verse of  òtake me out to the ballgameó. 

 

All the tasks must be completed, and the fastest time 

is the winner.  

  

Overall it was a fun and cleverly themed Funkhana. 

 

For convention attendees not participating in the 

Autocross, there was some available free time in the 

afternoon for general touring, and the TSD Rally later 

in the day.  Although there was a dinner run scheduled, 

the forecast was for rain, so most of the TTR group 

walked over to a taco restaurant in the adjacent plaza. 

  

 

 

 

 

 St Louis Gateway Arch                             
tallest monument in the US at 630 ft 

Nancy Money towing her                         
Westward Expansion wagon 

2024 VTR South Central Regionals 
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Saturday 
 

Concours 

  

The Concours / Participantõs Choice event was held on 

Saturday.  Originally the Concours venue was scheduled 

to be outdoors, but the looming threat of rain resulted 

in a decision to move the event into the adjacent 

Westport Plaza underground parking garage.  There 

was plenty of space for all the Triumphs, with the only 

drawbacks being the artificial lighting (which was quite 

bright) and the unassigned parking slots for the 

Triumphs.  This resulted in Concours classes being 

distributed throughout the parking facility, and the 

judging teams having to hunt down the cars to be 

judged. The cars were parked by 9:00, with the actual 

show and judging lasting from 9:00 ð 12:00.  Four of 

the TTR Triumphs were entered in the judged 

Concours event, and one Triumph was entered in the 

Participantõs Choice event.  See the captions and 

sidebar article for more details.     

  Dusty and Louiseõs chariot style entrance 

2024 VTR South Central Regionals 

Panoramic photo of the Concours venue 
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Dustyôs Strategic Concours Gambit 

 

The night before the Concours, after a few beers, it 

came to our attention that there were no cars signed 

up for Spitfire/GT6 Stock Concours class.  So we 

had the bright idea that we could enter our Spitfire 

race car in the stock class and being the only entrant 

there would be no one to beat us.  Brilliant!  Howev-

er, we forgot that there are minimum points require-

ments to get an award.  So the challenge was to see 

if we could earn 250 points out of a possible 400 

and  qualify for at least a 3rd place award. While this 

seemed unlikely given the sheer quantity of missing 

parts not to mention modified components, we asked 

the judges to score it seriously... and boy did they. A 

team of 3 judges spent 20 minutes scrutinizing and 

scratching their heads. 

 

To add to the levity of entering this car in stock class, 

we created a participant's competition allowing car 

show patrons to submit their guess as to what the 

car's official Concours score would be.  And the 

crowd didn't disappoint!  A couple dozen people sub-

mitted guesses ranging from a perfect 400 by a gen-

tleman who really liked the car all the way down to a 

guess of -150 (that's right negative one hundred and 

fifty) submitted by TTR's very own Fred Wag-

ner.  Interestingly enough, Fred wasn't at this year's 

regionals so he must have given his proxy to some-

one or there is a prankster amongst us. 

 

At the awards banquet we were disappointed to not 

receive an award, but NOT SURPRISED!  The offi-

cial score of the car was 66 out of 400 possible 

points which is likely the lowest score ever in a Tri-

umph Concours. 

 

The closest guess went to Margaret White of COVTR 

who guessed 71.  She's married to Doug White who 

was the perfect 400-point guesser. 

 

                                              --- Dusty Nicholson --- 

Dustyõs Concours òStockó Entry - complete with 
ballot box for spectator to guess the final score 
as per the VTR Concours Scoring criteria 

Concours Judges trying to make sense of this 
rogue entry in the Concours Event! 

2024 VTR South Central Regionals 
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Following the Concours Event there was plenty of time 

to get the Triumphs loaded on the trailers in 

preparation for an early departure the next day. 

Randy DeRuiterõs TR6 in Participantõs Choice Class 

Nancy Moneyõs Preservation Class TR6 getting judged 

Mike and Sallie Rouseõs TR4 in Other Modified Class 

Waiting on judgingé.lots of folding chairs 

Plenty of parking with comingled classes 

2024 VTR South Central Regionals 

Hal Sharpõs TR6 in TR6 Modified Class 
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Awards Banquet 

  

The Dinner and Awards Banquet was held in the main 

ballroom of the host hotel.  The event began at 5:00 

with a cash bar and socializing, then moved to a seated 

buffet dinner followed by the awards program, 

finishing by 9:00. The eleven TTR attendees were 

spread out across two tables. 

  

TTR participants made many trips to the awards 

podium, with members bringing back awards in 

autocross, concours (both judged and participants 

choice), and craft / model / photo events.  

 Spirit of Texas Triumph Award 

  

In 2016, the Red River Triumph Club created the 

òspirit of Texas Triumphó award to honor the memory 

of Millie Rose Philips, who was a strong supporter and 

officer of the Red River Club.  The criteria include: 

female; past or present club office holder; active 

Triumph promoter; and willingness to help and support 

others.  The 2024 award was presented to Janet 

Kovac, currently the Vice President of the South Texas 

Triumph Association. 

 

Gary Johnston Award 

  

The Gary Johnston award was created in memory of 

Texas Triumph Register member Gary Johnston, who 

died in a plane crash in 1992.  The perpetual award is 

presented annually to the Triumph owners who best 

exemplifies the spirit of Gary Johnston.  The regional 

award is determined by the presidents of the regional 

clubs using criteria including: club membership; 

Regional and National meet attendee; does most of own 

work on car; and participation in other driving events.  

The 2024 award was presented by TTR President Hal 

Sharp, and Gary Johnston Award custodian Dusty 

Nicholson, to Drew Holliday, a very active member of 

the COVTR club in Oklahoma.  Drew dominated the 

driving events at the TTR Regionals Event in 2023, as 

well as have the Best-in-Show TR2.  He is active in 

national VTR activities, including working on revising 

the Concours Scoring rules, and the VTR Autocross 

Class definitions. 

TTR attendees at the award banquet 

Banquet ballroom 

Gary Johnston Award recipient Drew Holliday 

2024 VTR South Central Regionals 
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Best in Show 

 

The Concours Best-in-Show award went to Mike Sabelhaus for his well-prepared TR250. 

 

TTR Awards Received: 

 

¶ Craft Event ð Nancy Money ð 1st Place 

¶ Model Event ð John Hanten ð 1st Place 

¶ Autocross ð LM6 Class ð Louise Carter ð 1st Place 

¶ Autocross ð M6 Class ð Hal Sharp ð 2nd Place 

¶ Autocross ð M6 Class ð Mike Hado ð 3rd Place 

¶ Autocross ð PS Class ð Dusty Nicholson ð 1st Place 

¶ Concours ð Preservation Class ð Nancy Money ð Preservation Award 

¶ Concours ð Non -TR6 Modified Touring Class ð Mike & Sallie Rouse ð 2nd Place 

¶ Concours ð TR6 Modified Touring Class ð Hal Sharp ð 3rd Place  

Back Row: John Hanten, Nancy Money, Marie Hado, Mike Hado, Mike Rouse, Randy DeRuiter, Val DeRuiter 

Front Row:                  Dusty Nicholson, Hal Sharp, Louise Carter, Sallie Rouse 

2024 VTR South Central Regionals 
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Sunday - Monday 
  

On Sunday, a five-car TTR caravan departed at 9:00 to 

begin the first leg of the long 800-mile journey back to 

the Houston area.  The group essentially retraced the 

outbound route, with a layover stop in Arkadelphia, AR.  

After a quick lunch on the second day, the caravan 

disbanded with individual cars heading to their 

respective Houston neighborhoods.  

Overall Summary 
  

Overall, this was a tightly planned and well-executed 

event, particularly for the first-time host St. Louis 

club. The host club members were all friendly and 

helpful, the venue was very nice, and the local roads for 

the driving events were a delight to navigate in a 

Triumph. The availability of a Plan B venue for the 

Concours worked well and kept the cars (and drivers) 

out of the rain. 

 

At the Awards Banquet the announcement was made 

that the 2025 Regionals Event will be hosted by the 

Red River Triumph Club in Waco, TX., the last week of 

April 2025. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

TTR Triumphs on their trailers ready to depart 

TTR magnet logo on tow SUV 

Thanks for hosting a great event! 

Story:  John Hanten 

Photos:  John Hanten, Mike Hado, Randy DeRuiter, Mike Rouse, Nancy Money 

2024 VTR South Central Regionals 
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Hal called the meeting to order at 3:05 in the Clear Lake Shores Community Center.  Hal thanked Steve and 
Angelica Wirtes, and son Mitch for hosting the meeting.  Hal also thanked Fred Wagner and John Baguley for 
setting up the Zoom call. There were 37 attendees total, including proxies and Zoom participants, constituting a 
quorum for club business.  
 

Approval of Minutes ð M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last Bluebonnet 
newsletter. 

 

Membership Report ð Mike Hado - reported there were 201 family memberships as of the end of May.  The 
membership year begins on June 1, and Mike reported that 31 members have not yet renewed, and one new 
member was added, bringing the current count to 171 family memberships. 

 

Treasurerõs Report ð Mike Rouse ð reported the financial summary for May 2024, reporting inflows, outflows, and 
month-end balance.   

 
Regalia ð Hal for James Moore - nothing new to report. 
 
 
IT ð Hal for Bob Pennington ð no IT items to report.   
 
 
Special Events 
 

¶ 2024 Falling Leaves Tour ð Hal Sharp for Mike Woodward ð reminded that planning is underway for the 
2024 Falling Leaves Tour, this year to Waco, TX, from November 1 ð 3.  Additional information will be 
available in the Bluebonnet as it is developed.  

 
¶ 2024 VTR National Event ð Hal ðreminded the group that the VTR Nationals will be in September in 
Nashville, IN.  Several TTR members are planning to attend. 

 
Local Events 
 

¶ Car-lift Relocation Seminar ð Hal Sharp for Mike Woodward ð reported that Mike thanks all the 
volunteers who assisted with his successful four-post lift relocation. 

 
¶ Potential Upcoming Event Options ð Hal Sharp for David Fowler ð reported that there will be information 
forthcoming regarding potential local events. 

 
 
Breakfast Update ð no update ð todayõs breakfast at the Yale Street Grill was well attended.   
  
 
New Business   

 

¶ 2024 SCVTR Regionals Update ð Hal Sharp ð provided an overview of the 2024 Regionals Event and TTR 
participation.  There were 11 TTR members at the event bringing back 9 trophy awards in autocross, 
concours, and craft events. Hal brought a trophy wall plaque to show to the group. 

 

¶ Lone Star College Update - Hal ð reported Lone Star College had notified the club that Frank Lyons Jr., 
a Russ Seto Scholarship awardee, had recently graduated. Frank attended a TTR monthly meeting in 2022 
after receiving the scholarship.  John Barrett will work up a tally showing all Russ Seto Scholarship 
awardees to date, their outcome at Lone Star College, and any additional information that might be 
available. 

TTR Meeting Minutes for June 
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¶   2024 Monthly Meeting Hosts 
 
 ̄July ð Kenny & Lisa Daves 
 ̄August ð Louise Carter 
 ̄September ð Jeff & Trixie Dade 
 ̄October ð Mike & Stephanie Woodward 
 ̄November ð Tim Maxwell 
 ̄Contact Hal Sharp if you would like to volunteer to host a meeting in 2025. 

 
 

¶ 2024 Christmas Party ð reminder ð the Christmas Party will be on Sunday, December 1, from 12:00 ð 3:00 
at the ò77ó which is the banquet facility next door to the ô401 Table and Tap restaurant in Bellaire, TX.  
More information will be available as we get closer to the date of the event. 
 

¶ Join VTR ð Hal Sharp ð reminded the group to join VTR if you are not already a member.  An arrangement 
is in progress between VTR and OõReillyõs to provide a significant discount to VTR members on purchases 
at OõReillyõs.  Details will be forthcoming, and this is an additional incentive to join VTR. TTR has 48 VTR 
members. 

 
¶ TTR Member Name Badges ð Attendee Diane Jolley suggested it would be a good idea for members to 
wear their name badges to the monthly meetings.  A show of hands revealed that many members had lost 
(or never received) their plastic engraved name badges.  Mike Rouse indicated that he thought the 
replacement price per engraved badge is about $11, and that TTR member Len Myers has been our 
coordinator for sourcing our name badges. After some discussion there was M/S/A for the club to spend 
some funds to obtain name badges for members who need one.  Hal Sharp asked Diane to develop a list of 
those who need name badges.  

 
¶ TTR Video Library ð John Hanten ð reported that he had brought the TTR video library to the meeting.  
The library consists of eight specific Triumph-related DVDõs donated to the club that are available for 
checkout. 

 
 

Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:28.  Minutes recorded and edited by John Hanten. 

 

(M/S/A =   motion made / seconded / approved ) 

TTR Meeting Minutes for June 
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July 2024  TTR June Meeting Photos  

Meeting Hosts - Steve & Angelica (not in photo) 
Wirtes and son Mitch 

The June 2024 TTR Monthly Meeting was held down 

south in Clear Lake Shores, the Yachting Capital of 

Texas, incorporated in 1962. with a population ~ 1,200.  

The meeting hosts were Steve and Angelica Wirtes, 

along with son Mitch. 

 

The venue was the historic Clear Lake Shores 

Clubhouse, a large open facility well suited for a TTR 

meeting.  The Cuban sandwich catering was provided by 

Mitch Wirtes, who owns a Cuban restaurant in League 

City. 
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July 2024  TTR June Meeting Photos  
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July 2024  TTR June Meeting Photos  

Clear Lake Shores preferred transportation 

Photos - John Hanten, Steve Wirtes 
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July 2024  Member News - Mike Hado 

 

John Reynolds reports - TRA, the national Triumph organiza-
tion, has renamed the distance award in memory of Franz Bach-
man.  Franz was a longtime TTR member and FOG Tour partici-
pant, driving long distances to attend Triumph events. This is a 
wonderful honor to the memory of our friend and fellow FOG 
Franz. 

 

 

TTR Birthdays for July 

 

Debra Dees 1 

Pat Gough  1 

Cheryl Dykes  2 

Linda OõLeary Riesch  2 

Stephen Liversidge  3 

Steven Voss  4 

Kenny Daves 5 

Marie Hado  6 

Clement Haddad  9 

Matt Walker  10 

Steve Mackey 11 

Irene Zagorski  11 

Pete Postma 12 

David Smith  13 

Bob Dowling 14 

Mike Hado  14 

Carolyn Chapman  16 

Richard Lewis 16 

Ron Harrison  17 

George Killinger  17 

Joyce Killinger  18 

Carl Owen            18                

Debbie Harrison  19 

Tom Lewis  20 

Bee Dickson  21 

Karsten Fischer 22 

Richard Barroso 24 

Brad Easom 24 

Louise Carter  25 

Linda Sparks  25 

Phil Conway 29 

Brian Roy  29 

Cindy Blum  31 

New Members: 

Ken Fahndrick, Houston, TX ð 1972 Green GT6 

Mark & Lori Hessler, Kemah, TX ð 1972 Green Spitfire 

Steve Mackey, Spring, TX ð 1963 Red TR3B 
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July 2024  

Breakfast Meetings 
Saturday Traveling Breakfasts are back in full swing!  See the schedule be-

low and watch for Mike Hadoõs reminder email for confirmation. 

NOTE; See the Upcoming Events tab on the TTR website for specific in-

formation for all events:  

¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ μ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ όǘŜȄŀǎǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦƻǊƎύ  

Breakfast meetings begin between 7:30 am & 8 am for coffee & we usually eat Breakfast at around 8:00 am.    

Car viewing after Breakfast. 

Date  Location Address 
 

  

¶ Jul 6, 2024 Humble City Caf® 200 E. Main Street, Humble TX 77338 

¶ Jul 13, 2024 Midtown Bar and Grill 415 West Gray St., Houston TX 77019 

¶ Jul 20, 2024 Black Bear Diner - Sugar Land 13590 University Blvd #100, Sugar Land, TX 77479 

¶ Jul 27, 2024 Flying Biscuit Caf® - Memorial City 12389 Kingsride Lane, Houston, TX 77024 

¶ Aug 3, 2024 I-45 Diner 19790 Interstate 45, Spring TX 77388 

¶ Aug 10, 2024 Goode Company Taqueria 4902 Kirby Drive, Houston TX 77098 

   

 

 

  

   

TTR Club Calendar  

Events 

¶ July 13, 2024 - Monthly Meeting - Kenny & Lisa Daves hosting (Location details in club email) 

¶ Aug 10, 2024 - Monthly Meeting - Louise Carter hosting  (Location details in club email) 

¶ Sept 8 - 12, 2024 - VTR National Convention, Nashville, IN (Event and lodging details here)  

¶ Sept 14, 2024 - Monthly Meeting - Jeff & Trixie Dade hosting  (Location details in club email) 

¶ Nov 1 - 3, 2024 - 2024 Falling Leaves Tour, Waco, TX  (Details in future issues) 

¶ Dec 1, 2024 - 2024 Christmas Party / Monthly Meeting (Details in future issues) 

 

 

___ Monthly Meeting      ___ Driving Event      __ Car Show Event      __ Local Special Event  

http://www.texastriumphregister.org/upcoming-events/
https://indianatriumphcars.regfox.com/2024-vintage-triumph-register-national-convention
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July 2024  2024 VTR National Convention Details 
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July 2024  National Triumph Clubs 

.ŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ±¢w aŜƳōŜǊ 

The Vintage Triumph Register 
has its benefits.  A national 
club of Triumph enthusiasts 
spanning the globe needs you 
as a member.  Affiliate club 
membership is not an auto-
matic membership to VTR. 

Some of the benefits: 

¶ The Vintage Triumph Magazine - Our award-
winning bi-monthly color publication. 

¶ 2024 VTR National Meet in Nashville, Indiana 

¶ Access to a large number of local clubs. 

¶ Website with reference material and members-only 
sections covering all Triumph models. 

¶ Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B. 
(Factory trace documents on other Triumph models 
no longer available 

¶ Clothing, regalia, exclusive items 

¶ Specific vehicle consultants and experts 

{ƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǾƛƴǘŀƎŜǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦƻǊƎ  

bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !Ŷƭƛŀǝƻƴǎ 

 

https://vintagetriumphregister.org/
http://www.vtr.org
http://www.triumphregister.com
http://www.6-pack.org
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July 2024  

WǳƴŜ мΣ нлнп 

¢ƻƳōŀƭƭΣ ¢· 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - Mike Woodward 
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July 2024  

WǳƴŜ уΣ нлнп 

Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ IŜƛƎƘǘǎΣ Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ ¢· 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - Fred Wagner 


