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Well, I think we can all agree that hurricane season has 
arrived. Many of our members lost power for hours or 
days and most of us at least lost tree limbs or whole 
trees. Hurricane Beryl also tested our resilience for 
conducting our monthly meetings. Thanks to Fred Wag-
ner for continuing to make his Zoom account available 
to us when our intended hosts, Kenny & Lisa Daves, 
were without power. Many of the rest of us would not 
have been able to join the in-person meeting so the 
Zoom capability saved the day. 

 

July had the full range of weather (heat, hurricane & 
rain) so it was the perfect time to do a little special 
maintenance on my car. My matte-black rear body panel 
had gotten a bit weary, and it made sense to verify 
that the tail light connections, including my 3rd tail light 
license plate frame, were all sound as well. I'll be re-
placing the tail light & boot weather gaskets while I'm 
at it. 

 

The Falling Leaves Tour on Nov 1-3 will have an addi-
tional attraction this year. Since we will be in the Waco 
area, we have invited members of the Red River Club to 
join us for a little SC Regional fellowship. The first in-
dications are that several of their members will be 
joining. It should be great fun so look for the details 
later in this Bluebonnet and let Mike Woodward know 
that you plan to be joining us. 
 

Those of you who have attended recent meetings are 
aware of our discussions about wearing our name tags. 
Several of our newer members have said how that 

would really help them to learn who we all are. One said, 
"all of you have known each other for a long time and 
itõs pretty hard to crack into the circle". During the 
July Zoom we voted to have a package of stick-on name 
tags available for everyone to wear. If you can find 
your plastic name tags that we have historically made 
for new members, dust them off and wear them. Our 
newer members will appreciate it. 
 

Don't forget to join us on Aug 10 for our next monthly 
meeting. It will be held, sans hurricanes, in TTR's origi-
nal Garage Mahal belonging to Louise Carter. Look for 
the email notification from Mike Hado after August 1, 
and get those Triumphs out on the road.   
 

Cheers,  

 

 

-----       [!¢9 tw9{{ 59!5[Lb9 !bbh¦b/9a9b¢Φ  {!±9 
bh± мс Chw ¢I9 C![[ !¦¢h/wh{{ !¢ It5Φ ahw9 59π
¢!L[{ ¢h /ha9Φ  -------- 

From the President é  

 

Rear panel matte-black respray in progress 
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 August 2024 

Another Triumph Spitfire speed record was set this 
month. Some of you know that Mike Bee has been 
interested in allowing someone else to enjoy his 1964 
Spitfire. A non-club member (as of this writing) de-
cided Mikes Spitfire would be a good fit for his en-
try into our Triumph world. The rebuilt ônewõ 1500cc 
engine and ônewõ fully synchronized four-speed gear-
box had enough miles on them to be considered fully 
tested. Everything worked as good, or better, than 
when new. Tires new, paint like new, top newé Start-

ed fine, ran fine and the price was right. So, Ken 
purchased the car and intended to drive it from Cy-
press to Pearland - a 40-minute drive on an average 
day, in an average car. But much to his chagrin, noth-
ing is average about driving a vintage Triumph. It 
ended sooner than expected, in an unexpected park-
ing lot, having set a record for the quickest to 
breakdown after purchase. 

 

Ken managed to text me between my working on a 
different early Spitfire, and a Herald. He was ex-
actly half way home, and less than two miles from my 
house. I joined him in his chosen parking lot after 
assuring him òItõs something simple.ó I hesitate to 
say I was wrong, but within minutes we knew the car 
would need a tow truck to finish its maiden voyage. I 
can only imagine the excitement on his wifeõs face 
when the new Spitfire finally made it home -on a flat 
bed. 

 

Anyone who has worked on a Triumph knows that 
sometimes knowing what is wrong is not any more 
comforting than not knowing. And knowing what the 
problem is, has little to do with what caused the 

problem. We knew the crankshaft was turning, and it 
in turn turned the crankshaft pulley along with the 
belt and water pump, but we also knew the camshaft 
was not turning, which in turn meant the distributor, 
oil pump or fuel pump were also not turning. We knew 
the answer would be revealed once we could remove 
the timing chain cover. But to do that, the radiator 
needed removed so the larger-than-life nut (1 and 
13/16ó) on the crankshaft pulley could be removed 
before the cover would come off. This was not going 
to be done in an average parking lot. 

 

A few days later, I visited Ken and his new Spitfire 
at his house. Upon arrival, his wife greeted me with a 
sort of cheeriness I was not expecting. After the 
radiator, alternator, nut, pulley, and cover were re-
moved it was obvious why the camshaft was not 

turning. The answer was obvious to the most casual 
observer. The timing chain was broken.  

 

Anyone who has worked on a Triumph knows that 
sometimes knowing what is wrong is not any more 
comforting than not knowing. And knowing what the 
problem is, has little to do with what caused the 
problem, and had it not already been considered, 
this would be a good time to wonder why the timing 
chain broke. A quick test and the answer revealed -
the camshaft seized.  

Tales of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 

Jerry at 61 going on 62 (speed and age)  
wondering where he left his windscreen 

Larger-than-life socket for larger-than-life nut 
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Anyone who has worked on a Triumph knows that 
sometimes knowing what is wrong is not any more 
comforting than not knowing. And knowing what the 
problem is, has little to do with what caused the 
problem. To rule out other possible causes, the dis-
tributor was removed, the timing gear was removed, 

the cam keeper was removed, the fuel pump was re-

moved, the rockers were removed, the head was re-

moved, the lifters were removed -everything driven by 

or attached to the camshaft was removed but the cam-

shaft refused to budge. Now we were sure that what 

happened was one of the cam bearings stuck between 

the block and camshaft.  

 

Anyone who has worked on a Triumph knows that 
sometimes knowing what is wrong is not any more 
comforting than not knowing. And knowing what the 
problem is, has little to do with what caused the 
problem. It took several blows of a small sledge ham-
mer onto a drift against a tooth of the timing gear in 
the opposite direction of normal rotation to move 
the camshaft enough to get a wedge behind the gear 
to free it. Once freed, the camshaft was easily ex-
tracted. A small burr is noticeable on one of the 
bearing surfaces.  

Anyone who has worked on a Triumph knows that 
sometimes knowing what is wrong is not any more 
comforting than not knowing. And knowing what the 
problem is, has little to do with what caused the 
problem. Perhaps some debris was caught in the 
bearing, or oil, or the camshaft bent a little under 
use or perhaps the camshaft had a poor bearing sur-
face to begin with. We can only guess. I keep using 
the phrase ôbearing surfaceõ because not all Spitfire 
camshafts have bearings. Some have four surfaces 

machined to fit into matching machined surfaces in 
the block. The surfaces and/or bearings are supplied 
with oil from the sump -or at least should. The good 
news is, we know what is wrong. We know the prob-
lem is something simple. We know the timing chain is 
broken, because the camshaft seized. 

Anyone who has worked on a Triumph knows that 

sometimes knowing what is wrong is not any more 
comforting than not knowing. And knowing what the 
problem is, has little to do with what caused the 
problem. We know it can be fixed. We know that Tri-
umphs, especially Spitfires, can break speed rec-
ords. 

 

Please welcome Ken to our club and congratulate him 
on setting a new speed record. This story doesnõt 
end here. 

      Jer 

Broken timing chain 

Ken with a new problem 

Tales of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 
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 August 2024 

Continuing with the goal of featuring cars of TTR club members, this month we picked up the tread and feature 

one of our TTR memberõs cars that has been with the club for a while.  The featured car is quite rare, and the 

accompanying information will provide the numbers and the reason. 

 

This month the featured car is a Green 1963 Triumph Sports 6 belonging to John Barrett, a TTR member for 

many years, and former TTR Club President. The car has been at many TTR club breakfasts and local events, as 

well as Regional and National VTR Events, and FOG tours. The car has been seen by many, but the story behind 

the car is likely largely unknown. Here is the story of John and his car, with photos provided by John and from 

the TTR photo archives. 

 

Vitesse Development History - Wikipedia 
 

 

The Triumph Vitesse is a compact six-cylinder car built 

by Standard-Triumph from 1962 to 1971. The car was 

styled by Giovanni Michelotti, and was available 

in saloon and convertible variants. 

 

Within two years after the 1959 introduction of the 

Herald, Triumph began to give thought to a sports sa-

loon based on the Herald and using their 6-cylinder en-

gine. Michelotti was again approached for styling, and 

he came up with a car that used almost all body panels 

from the Herald, combined with a new front end with a 

slanted 4-headlamp design. The first version, the 

Vitesse 6, was powered with a 1596cc in-line six-

cylinder engine producing ~ 82 hp which made it a good 

all around four-seater tourer. The car was advanced 

for its time with dual carburetors, independent suspen-

sion, front disc brakes, four-speed transmission with 

optional overdrive, and a tilting hood providing access 

for easy servicing. 

 

The Vitesse was available in convertibles and saloon 

forms. The body-on-frame construction of the car al-

lowed the convertible to be built with no additional 

strengthening to the chassis. 

 

The Vitesse 6 convertible was exported to the US as 

the left-hand drive Triumph Sports 6 from 1962 until 

1964. Original US price (POE East Coast) was $2,499, 

and it was offered in White, Signal Red or Black. The 

Vitesse Saloon was never officially imported to the US. 

Due to its high retail price and competition from cars 

such as Ford's new Mustang, only 679 were sold before 

it was withdrawn from the market. 

 

Triumph Vitesse 6 - 1962 - 1966 

How did you get interested in Triumphs? 

This is a good question and difficult to answer. I 
firmly believe that automobile enthusiasm starts at 
an early age. In my case it was a Rolls Royce toy car 
from Santa when I was a kid. Never had the means to 
pursue a Rolls Royce, and found that Triumphs were 
much more readily available and affordable. That is 
how it started, where it ends nobody knows. 

When did you acquire this car? Where and how did 
you find it? 

I purchased my Triumph Sports 6 (Commission 
HB7851 L CV) from a former TTR member in 2014. I 
had seen the car several times at breakfast locations 
and the VTR Nationals at Galveston Island during the 
fall of 2012 and was attracted to the carõs unique 
design and rarity.  

What do you know about the history of the car? 
Any interesting or unusual facts? 

I certainly do not know the complete history. The 
Sports 6 came with a 1600cc engine, but now has a 

Featured Car - John Barrettôs 1963 Sports 6 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compact_car
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triumph_Motor_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giovanni_Michelotti
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sedan_(automobile)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Convertible
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2000cc engine, that based on engine number, came 
from a GT6. The rebuild project started in 1993 and 
took five and a half years to complete. Prior to the 
rebuild the Sports 6 had been in Nevada for 10 
years. There is a Cape Cod British Car Club badge 
that came with the car but again I do not know the 
complete history. 

What has been done to the car? And what has been 
done since youõve owned it? 

 

Well to start, the engine and transmission have been 
rebuilt. A set of new tires all around. The carpet set 
has been replaced and the fuel tank has been 
upgraded to a Sports 6 (10 and a half US gallons) and 
resealed. The fuel lines have been replaced all the 
way from the fuel tank to the carburetors. And, the 
front and rear suspension and brake lines have been 
replaced. The Sports 6 is more suited for touring 
than auto crossing.  

Future enhancements include a new soft top, another 
set of tires all around, and a look at the cooling 
system. The 2000cc engine is not original to the car, 
so there is an engine temperature challenge when the 
ambient temperature is over 95 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Has the car been in any shows? 

The car has been in many VTR SC Regionals and VTR 
Nationals as well as the Houston MG Club All British 
Car Day shows. I usually enter the car in concourse 
and autocross.  

2024 National Triumph Drive-Your-Car-Day  2023 VTR Regionals Concours Event 

Featured Car - John Barrettôs 1963 Sports 6 
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What kind of events do you enjoy doing with the 
car? TTR club events, Regional & National events, 
or other. 

I thoroughly enjoy attending the VTR SC Regionals 
and VTR Nationals whenever possible. Also, I make 
every effort to enter the Houston MG All British Car 
Show. 

The Sports 6 has won several awards, too many to 
detail here. At the 2023 VTR South Central 
Regionals at Sugar Land, TX the Sports 6 took; 

¶ 1st Place, Autocross (again the Sports 6 is not 
an autocross vehicle). 

¶ 2nd Place, Concours  

 

I also thoroughly enjoy going on the Texas FOG 
Tours, organized by club member David Smith. I 
consider these trips of a lifetime, that test the 
classic Triumph and the driver to the limits. You learn 
a great about your car and yourself. Thus far the 
Sports 6 has been on two Texas FOG Tours. 

¶ Triumph Tour Across Texas 2024 

This Texas Fog Trip, during April, was an eleven-
day period with a distance of 2,500 miles. It was 
a great trip that headed south to Corpus Christi 
and included Big Bend National Park. It was such 
a great time there and we saw the partial solar 
eclipse at the park. 

The Sports 6 held up pretty well, but the 
electronic distributor òblew upó literally a pop a 
second pop and a backfire between Lajitas and 
Fort Davis. Fortunately, I did have a replacement 
electronic component. 

¶ Triumph Tour to Arizona 2022 

This Texas Fog Trip, during May, was a fourteen-
day period with a distance of 3,800 miles. This 
trip was a month later in the year, and the heat 
was a big factor. The Sports 6 held up okay with 
an early electrical issue that garnered the ò1st to 
Breakdownó award and to add to the excitement a 
driver error that put diesel fuel in the Sports 6. 
Now to be fair to myself, we were at a farm co-
op which is much different than pulling into a gas 
station where there are green handles for the 
diesel. By the time I had filled up and looked at 
the stand alone pump it was too late. Fortunately, 
there was a local farmer at the co-op with an 
electrical pump and pumped most of the diesel 
out of the tank. I filled up at every opportunity in 
order to dilute the diesel in the tank. No long-
term damage. 

Taking both incidents into account, well I was 
given the Most Breakdown award. 

One final note, arguably the Sports 6 is the only 
flex fuel Triumph in North America that I am 
aware of. Just saying! 

2022 VTR Regionals Autocross Event 

Featured Car - John Barrettôs 1963 Sports 6 
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Sports 6 on the USS Lexington 

Sports 6 - Arizona FOG Trip Overlook 

Sports 6 - TTR Bluebonnet Run 

John and Sports 6 - with Gary Johnston Award 

Story: John Barrett, John Hanten 
Photos: John Barrett, TTR photo archives 

Featured Car - John Barrettôs 1963 Sports 6 

Sports 6 - posing at Arizona òOld Mainó in Tucson 
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The July 2024 Meeting was conducted as a virtual Zoom meeting, due to the widespread power outages and debris 

from Hurricane Beryl sweeping through the Houston area on July 8.  Many of the TTR members were without 

power or internet access on the meeting date of July 13, including the planned hosts Kenny and Lisa Daves. 

 

TTR President Hal Sharp called the meeting to order at 3:05 on the Zoom call. Hal thanked Fred Wagner for 

arranging the virtual meeting. There were 39 attendees total, including proxies and Zoom participants, 

constituting a quorum for club business.  

 

Approval of Minutes ð M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last Bluebonnet 

newsletter. 

 

Membership Report ð Mike Hado - reported there are 185 family memberships as of the end of June, with 19 

families that have not yet renewed. 

 

Treasurerõs Report ð Mike Rouse ð reported the financial summary for June 2024, reporting inflows, outflows, 

and month-end balance.   

 

Regalia ð Hal for James Moore ð he has grill badges to sell. We may need to order license plate frames because 

we have a member interested in purchasing one. Hal will check with James Moore to confirm if we still have a 

source available for license plate frames. 

 

IT ð Hal for Bob Pennington ð no IT items to report.   

 

Special Events 

 

¶ 2024 Falling Leaves Tour ð Hal Sharp for Mike Woodward ð reminded that planning is underway for the 
2024 Falling Leaves Tour, this year to Waco, TX, from November 1 ð 3.  Additional information will be 
available in the August Bluebonnet. 

 
¶ 2024 VTR Regional and National Events ð Hal ðreminded the group that the VTR Nationals will be in 
September in Nashville, IN.  Several TTR members are planning to attend. Please contact Mike Rouse or 
John Hanten if you are interested in attending. 

 

Local Events 

 

¶ Potential Upcoming Event Options ð David Fowler ð reported that he had conducted a survey for member 
interest in potential club activities. As of the meeting, 30% of the membership has voted.  The top two 
preferences are Autocross, and a tour of the Bluebell factory in Brenham.  There is a Total Wines 
potential event in August. David will wait for additional survey results and work up a potential schedule 
which will be published.    

 

 

Breakfast Update ð no update ð todayõs breakfast at the Midtown Bar and Grill was well attended.    

 

 

 

TTR Meeting Minutes for July 
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New Business   

 

¶ Lone Star College Update ð John Barrett ð reported that he is working with John Hanten to provide an 
update on Russ Seto Scholarship awardees to date, their outcome at Lone Star College, and any additional 
information that might be available. The information will be published as a feature article in the 
Bluebonnet. 

 

¶   2024 Monthly Meeting Hosts 
 

 ̄August ð Louise Carter 
 ̄September ð Jeff & Trixie Dade 
 ̄October ð Mike & Stephanie Woodward 
 ̄November ð Tim Maxwell 
 ̄December ð Monthly meeting held at the Annual Christmas Party. 

 

¶   2025 Monthly Meeting Hosts 
 

 ̄January - Open 
 ̄February ð John Hanten and Nancy Money 
 ̄March ð Kenny and Lisa Daves 
 ̄Contact Hal Sharp if you would like to volunteer to host a meeting in 2025.  

 
¶ 2024 Christmas Party ð reminder ð the Christmas Party will be on Sunday, December 1, from 12:00 ð 3:00 
at the ò77ó which is the banquet facility next door to the ô401 Table and Tap restaurant in Bellaire, TX.  
More information will be available as we get closer to the date of the event. 

 

¶ TTR Member Name Tags ð Hal Sharp ð facilitated a discussion regarding members having and wearing 
nametags at monthly meetings.  After discussion, there was M/S/A to continue our current practice of 
ordering name badges for new members when they join, at their request. There was also M/S/A for TTR 
to provide paper stick-on name badges at meetings or other club functions.  Hal Sharp will procure the 
initial supply of blank name badges to be passed forward to meeting hosts along with the club banner. 

 

¶ Join VTR ð Hal Sharp ð reminded the group to join VTR if you are not already a member.  An arrangement 
is in progress between VTR and OõReillyõs to provide a significant discount to VTR members on purchases 
at OõReillyõs.  Details will be forthcoming, and this is an additional incentive to join VTR. TTR has 48 VTR 
members. 

 

¶ Hurricane Beryl Assistance ð Fred Wagner will post on Facebook asking any members who need help from 
storm damage to let the club know. 

 

Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:30.  Minutes recorded by Sallie Rouse; edited by John Hanten. 

 

(M/S/A =   motion made / seconded / approved ) 

TTR Meeting Minutes for July 
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 August 2024 TTR July Meeting Photos  

July zoom meeting in progress 

The July 2024 TTR Monthly Meeting was originally 

scheduled to be held in-person at the home of Kenny 

and Lisa Daves in Magnolia, Texas. 

 

However, five days earlier, Hurricane Beryl had veered 

northward and made landfall as a Category 1 Hurricane 

in Matagorda, TX, and proceeded north through 

Houston. 

 

Due to widespread power outages and downed trees 

(including the planned hosts), the TTR officers decided 

to hold a virtual meeting via Zoom, something the club 

had used during the Covid period in mid - 2020. 

 

Fred Wagner stepped up as Zoom Host, and TTR 

President Hal Sharp chaired the virtual session, 

effectively taking care of club business for July, as 

documented in the minutes in the preceding page. 

Hurricane Beryl storm track  

Hurricane Beryl - July 8, Houston landfall 
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 August 2024 Member News - Mike Hado 

 

New Members: 

Al Richings, Bellaire, TX ð 1975 White TR6 

 

TTR Birthdays for August 
 

Becky Przylucki  1 

Jen Wirtes 2 

Arthur Petr1 4 

Carol Burnett  7 

Mike Rouse  7 

Kathleen Wilson  8 

Sally Rouse  9 

Sandy Steitz  9 

Jason Pollard 11 

Jeff Davis 11 

Ray Holtzapple 14 

Debra Kovach 14 

Mary Dee Neal  14 

John Reynolds  14 

Tere Jeffries  16 

Martha Paradelas  16 

Ken Wasilewski 16 

James Jones 17 

Natsumi Petri 17 

Risa Myers  17 

Richard Dicks  18 

Cissy Wakefield  21 

Fran Carpenter 22 

Wayne Friesell 22 

Charlotte Henley  23 

Laurel Parker  23 

Kim Conway 24 

Susie Gough  24 

Gloria Wilson 24 

Melissa Farrell  25 

Renzo Ormsbee 25 

Kathy Walker 25 

Zora Bryant  26 

Sharon Wortsman  26 

Doris Vogt  28 

John Payne 30 

Carol Nelsen 31 
1963 Triumph Sports 6 ad 

The 1963 Triumph Sports 6 
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Breakfast Meetings 
Saturday Traveling Breakfasts are back in full swing!  See the schedule be-

low and watch for Mike Hadoõs reminder email for confirmation. 

NOTE; See the Upcoming Events tab on the TTR website for specific in-

formation for all events:  

¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ μ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ όǘŜȄŀǎǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦƻǊƎύ  

Breakfast meetings begin between 7:30 am & 8 am for coffee & we usually eat Breakfast at around 8:00 am.    

Car viewing after Breakfast. 

Date  Location Address 
 

  

¶ Aug 3, 2024 ¶ I-45 Diner ¶ 19790 Interstate 45, Spring TX 77388 

¶ Aug 10, 2024 ¶ Goode Company Taqueria ¶ 4902 Kirby Drive, Houston TX 77098 

¶ Aug 17, 2024 ¶ Busy Bee Caf® ¶ 4009 West Broadway, Pearland TX 77581 

¶ Aug 24, 2024 ¶ First Watch - Meyerland ¶ 4938 Beechnut St, Houston TX 77096 

¶ Aug 31, 2024 ¶ Skeeter's Mesquite Grill ¶ 5529 Weslayan Street, Houston, TX 77005 

¶ Sep 7, 2024 ¶ Harris County Smokehouse (290 and Hwy 6) ¶ 19811 Northwest Freeway, Houston TX 77065 

¶ Sep 14, 2024 ¶ Black Walnut Caf® Memorial ¶ 5512 Memorial Drive, Houston TX 77007 

 

 

  

   

TTR Club Calendar  

Events 

¶ Aug 10, 2024 - Monthly Meeting - Louise Carter hosting  (Location details in club email) 

¶ Aug 24, 2024 - Guided Drive, Washington on the Brazos & Brenham, TX  (Details in following pages) 

¶ Sept 8 - 12, 2024 - VTR National Convention, Nashville, IN (Event and lodging details here) 

¶ Sept 14, 2024 - Monthly Meeting - Jeff & Trixie Dade hosting  (Location details in club email) 

¶ Sept 21 - Wine Class at Total Wines on Memorial (Details on following pages) 

¶ Oct 12, 2024 - Monthly Meeting - Mike and Stephanie Woodward hosting (Location details in club email) 

¶ Oct 12, 2024 - Houston All British Car Show (Details in upcoming Bluebonnet issues) 

¶ Nov 1 - 3, 2024 - 2024 Falling Leaves Tour, Waco, TX  (Details in following pages) 

¶ Nov 9, 2024 - Monthly Meeting - Tim Maxwell hosting (Location details in club email) 

¶ Nov 16, 2024 - Fall Autocross Challenge (Save the date - details in upcoming issues) 

¶ Dec 1, 2024 - 2024 Christmas Party / Monthly Meeting (Details in future issues) 

 

 

___ Monthly Meeting      ___ Driving Event      __ Car Show Event      __ Local Special Event  

http://www.texastriumphregister.org/upcoming-events/
https://indianatriumphcars.regfox.com/2024-vintage-triumph-register-national-convention
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 August 2024 Local Events Update - David Fowler 

Guided Drive - Saturday, August 24 

 

August 24th - morning drive out to Brenham / 
Washington-on-the Brazos area with possible 

lunch or picnic in area, a local winery stop, and 
stop for ice cream at Blue Bell factory on return 
leg in early afternoon.  Details are in development.  
Information will be sent out via email. 

Wine Class - Saturday, September 21 

 

September 21 - wine class at Total Wines on 
Memorial  (3:30-5:30 p.m. so cooler and dove-tail 

into dinner for folks) - $20 per person, capacity is 
20 people. Theme is Wine 101 or could tailor to 
specific wines/areas depending on attendees' 
preferences. More details and sign up to follow. 
(If get more demand can look into second class) 

 

Contact David Fowler for questions or to register: 

 

713-412-0661 
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 August 2024 2024 VTR National Convention Details 
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 August 2024 2024 Houston All British Car Show - Oct 12 

Mark your calendars to be part of the Houston MG Car Clubõs 34th Annual All British Car Show this 
year on October 12th at The Butler House, 23931 Gosling Road in Spring, TX!  

The show is open to all era British Motor Vehicles, cars, motorcycles, military vehicles, etc., from works 
in progress to museum level. This yearõs marque car will be the Mini!  

Food and drink available on site along with multiple award classes, silent auction, door prizes and enter-
tainment.  

Half of all proceeds will go to a wonderful charity, The Brookwood Community in Brookshire.  

The link at right will take you directly to registration.    2024 All British Car Show Registration  

 

¶ Early bird registration, now thru 9/21 - $35.00  

¶ Regular registration, 9/22 - 10/5 - $50.00  

¶ Day of the event - $75.00  

Houston All British Car Show Preview 

https://houstonmgcc.com/event-5552473
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 August 2024 2024 Falling Leaves Tour Preview -  Nov 1 - 3 

2024 Falling Leaves Tour Preview 

 

This yearõs Falling leaves Tour finds us heading 

Northwest to the town of Waco, famous for amongst 

other things :  

¶ Magnolia Table restaurant,  

¶ The Zoo,  

¶ Balcones Distillery,  

¶ Texas Ranger Hall of Fame,  

¶ Mammoth National Monument and of course  

¶ Dr Pepper birthplace 

 

We start the tour on Friday November 1 at the Chick-

Fil-A restaurant located at 17430 Northwest Freeway 

meeting at 9:00 A.M. and leaving promptly by 9:30 A.M. 

From there we take the picturesque route to the town 

of College Station, home of Texas A&M, where we stop 

for lunch at C&J BBQ, òThe best BBQ on the Brazos 

Valleyó 

Suitably refreshed, we continue on the picturesque 

route to our destination hotel, the Hilton Garden Inn in 

Waco. (Please call the hotel at (940) 867 0271 and 

make sure you inform them you are with the Texas 

Triumph Register to get the discounted rate of 

$179.00 per night). Once cleaned up it is off for a 

small adult refreshment before dinner at a local 

restaurant.  

 

A direct link to the hotel reservation page is HERE. 

Saturday morning - we have breakfast at Magnolia 

Table, an old structure renovated in 2018 by Chip and 

Joanna Gaines, stars of reality TV show òFixer-Upperó. 

 

 

Then we are free to visit one or more of Wacoõs 

famous attractions as listed before with maps and 

addresses for all of the destinations being provided by 

the hosts. 

 

 

After visiting the sites of Waco we lunch at Jakeõs 

Texas Teahouse : 

C&J BBQ 

Magnolia Table restaurant 

Jakeõs Texas Teahouse 

https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/deeplink/?ctyhocn=ACTGIGI&groupCode=TTRWB&arrivaldate=2024-11-01&departuredate=2024-11-03&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT
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 August 2024 

Lunch prepares us for the short drive through the 

country to the old coaching town of Salado resplendent 

with shops, museums and glass blowing. 

 

To òcool offó we then find ourselves at the Salado 

Winery.  

Back to Waco to clean up and then dinner at Ninfaõs . 

 

 Then back to the hotel to finish the day in the TTR 

way with a game of : 

 

 

 

Sunday - sees us head back to Houston on another 

picturesque route to finish off the weekend. 

 

If you are interested in going, please email Mike 

Woodward with the number of people in your party, and 

the make and model of the car you intend to drive at:  

 

mike.woodward@sbcglobal.net. 

Glassblowing in Salado 

Salado Winery 

Ninfaõs Waco - established in 1973 

Left - Center - Righté.bring $1 bills! 

2024 Falling Leaves Tour Preview -  Nov 1 - 3 

mailto:mike.woodward@sbcglobal.net
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 August 2024 National Triumph Clubs 

.ŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ±¢w aŜƳōŜǊ 

The Vintage Triumph Register 
has its benefits.  A national 
club of Triumph enthusiasts 
spanning the globe needs you 
as a member.  Affiliate club 
membership is not an auto-
matic membership to VTR. 

Some of the benefits: 

¶ The Vintage Triumph Magazine - Our award-
winning bi-monthly color publication. 

¶ 2024 VTR National Meet in Nashville, Indiana 

¶ Access to a large number of local clubs. 

¶ Website with reference material and members-only 
sections covering all Triumph models. 

¶ Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B. 
(Factory trace documents on other Triumph models 
no longer available 

¶ Clothing, regalia, exclusive items 

¶ Specific vehicle consultants and experts 

{ƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǾƛƴǘŀƎŜǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦƻǊƎ  

bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !Ŷƭƛŀǝƻƴǎ 

 

https://vintagetriumphregister.org/
http://www.vtr.org
http://www.triumphregister.com
http://www.6-pack.org
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 August 2024 

Wǳƭȅ сΣ нлнп 

IǳƳōƭŜΣ ¢· 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - John Hanten 
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 August 2024 

Wǳƭȅ моΣ нлнп 

aƛŘ-¢ƻǿƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ IƻǳǎǘƻƴΣ ¢· 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - Fred Wagner 
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 August 2024 

Wǳƭȅ нлΣ нлнп 

{ǳƎŀǊ [ŀƴŘΣ ¢· 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - Fred Wagner 
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 August 2024 

Wǳƭȅ нтΣ нлнп 

aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ /ƛǘȅ !ǊŜŀΣ IƻǳǎǘƻƴΣ ¢· 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - John Hanten 
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 August 2024 

hǇǝƻƴ 

hǇǝƻƴ 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ .ƛǘǎ ƻŦ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘΗ 
 Bits of Triumph was created so Triumph drivers and enthusiasts can share 

their passion for beloved vintage British  sportscars with Triumph regalia. 

Triumph pieces are created one at a time, so they can be customized. We 

can add your  name, car model and year to the shirts. Is there a better way 

to brag on your little British beauty? You can plan on sparking conversation 

with these shirts with strangers and fellow ôTriumph-ersõ alike when you 

wear gear celebrating these vintage cars. 

Iƻǿ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκ   ōƛǘǎƻƊǊƛǳƳǇƘΦŎƻƳ 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ²ȅƴƴŜƭƭ DƻǊƳŀƴ   
псф-оуо-нллф 

{Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜ vw ŎƻŘŜ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ 
ǘƘŜ .ƛǘǎ ƻŦ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 

  TTR Regalia Update  

For general TTR Regalia information, contact TTR Regalia Manager, James Moore. 

https://bitsoftriumph.com/
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 August 2024 

This month features recent Triumph Herald, Vitesse, and Sports 6 sales from Bring a Trailer website.  The site 

has additional sales information and detailed descriptions going back  six years.   

Recent Triumph Auction Activity 

https://bringatrailer.com/triumph/tr6/
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 August 2024 TTR Puzzle Page 

Puzzle  - John Hanten 

{ǇƻƛƭŜǊ !ƭŜǊǘ - {ƻƭǳǝƻƴ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ 
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 August 2024 TTR Puzzle Page 
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 August 2024 

August - the brutal heat of a south Texas summer is 

upon us again, compounded by Hurricane Beryl that 

blasted through Houston on July 8, as a Category 1 

storm, and caused a lot of wind damage with downed 

trees and power lines. Many local customers were 

without power for more than a week, and our July 

monthly was moved to a virtual format to accommo-

date the situation. 

 

Even without a hurricane, the annual the òdog-days of 

summeró are upon us.  But what exactly are òdog 

daysó???  I know it is hot enough to fry an egg on a 

Houston street, but how did the term originate?  It 

turns out that the term has an ancient origin, tied to 

the skies.  The brightest star in the sky is Sirius 

(known colloquially as the òDog Staró) and was noted 

by ancient astronomers around the world.  Its return 

to the night sky in summer was a precursor to the an-

nual flooding of the Nile.  Greek poets recorded that 

the return of the star was responsible for bringing 

heat and fever with it.  In modern times the term òdog

- daysõó arose to be vaguely applied to the hottest 

days of summer.  Good info for a trivia competitioné. 
 

Last month I wrote an article that showed an easy way 

to install a driverõs side steering gaiter on a TR6. I 

posted the method on the VTR website and received 

feedback and positive comments from over 50 re-

spondents from around the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Nice to know that a shared tech-tip saved hours of 

frustration for a TR6 enthusiast in Australia! 

 

The replacement / upgrade list for the TR6 continues 

in preparation for the Nationals in September.  The 

tire replacement / wheel-detailing project is complete, 

as well as the installation of a new set of green radia-

tor hoses and wire clamps.  Currently we are working 

on replacing the vinyl door-cap trim that had become 

hardened and damaged over the 48 years on the car. 

This involves removing the door cards and working 

with contact cement and possibly the waist seal clips.  

Iõll have a photo - writeup of the projects to document 

the work and share some tips. 

 

And, as always, I welcome any contributed articles 

from any TTR members regarding your car, wrenching, 

Triumph history or trivia, or almost anything else you 

feel might be of interest to the club members.  I also 

welcome suggestions of new features or topics you 

would like to see covered in upcoming Bluebonnets. 
 

                                                                               jbh 

Idle Chatter - Words From the Editor 
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 August 2024 For  Saleé... 

мфтл ¢wс ŦƻǊ {ŀƭŜ 
  

Purchased in 2018 from the guy that built it up in Fort 

Worth, drove it to Houston without any issues, except 

for a right rear hum, which was the wheel hub that we 

replaced with a solid billet hub, much better than orig-

inal. Iõve driven it to New Orleans and Lake Charles 

several times with no problems. Replaced the over-

drive (Healy) and clutch master cylinder. Change oil 

every 3,000 miles. Car runs and drives great and is a 

beauty. Iõve upgraded the stereo to a nice Bluetooth 

system that you can hear clearly at highway speeds 

with the top down.  Have receipts and pics of 

build.  Call me if you have any questions. More photos 

available.    $ 28,000. 

    

¶ 1970 Triumph TR6. VIN# GC 56646 

¶ 13,000 miles on rebuilt engine (2003); bored 40 

over all new moving parts; planed heads, ground 

flywheel & balanced; receipts  

¶ 13,000 miles on rebuilt transmission by Quantum 

Mechanics, Monroe CT.(2002); receipt  

¶ Austin Healy overdrive with neutral safety switch 

that will kick out of overdrive when down shifted  

¶ Less than 25 miles on rebuilt Zenith carburetors 

(2). (J. Gruss)  

¶ Stainless steel exhaust (receipts)  

¶ Stainless Goodridge brake lines w/ registered life-

time guarantee.  

¶ Beautiful paint (2002), covered and Garage kept 

¶ Sony Bluetooth stereo w/ hands free phone 

¶ Rockford Fosgate speakers in wool covered custom 

boxes behind seats and 2 RF speakers in front po-

sition. Crank it 100% no rattle. 

¶  Dynamat sound deadening material on floor board, 

in doors and on wheel wells.  

¶  Stainless snaps for convertible top  

¶  Tonneau cover 

  

Ricky Roberts 

ricky.r14@gmail.com 

Mobile: 832 244 6443 

у-нлнп 

mailto:ricky.r14@gmail.com
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 August 2024 For  Saleé... 

CƻǳǊ ¢wу  ²ƘŜŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ {ŀƭŜ 
  

Iõm tired of storing these and need the space.  All four are like new and include center caps and lug nuts.  In all, I 

have about 750.00 (old $) invested.  

 

I will not give them away but will entertain any reasonable offer.  I would prefer they be picked up but would 

meet/deliver them if needed.  I am in The Woodlands, TX, area.  They would even make a nice coffee table or a 

couple of end tables. 

 

 Mike Gruy 

thegru@reddico.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CǊŜŜ ¢wо wŀŘƛŀǘƻǊ 5ǳŎǘ 

 

I have a TR3 radiator duct (Moss part 855-125) that is available for free to whoever could use it.  I installed an 

aftermarket aluminum radiator and this part will not fit. 

 

Pickup can be in League City (or near Eldridge & I-10 on Mon, Tue, Thur during working hours). 

 

Thanks, 

 

Jeff Tebbe 

281.794.7765 

у-нлнп 

mailto:thegru@reddico.com
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 August 2024 For  Saleé... 

мфсп {ǇƛǜƛǊŜ aYL 
  

¶ Commission number FC24040L 

¶ Original High Compression 1147 cc engine number FC23382HE 

¶ 4 speed transmission, no overdrive 

¶ Older paint thatôǎ not perfect but great driver quality 

¶ Original Carpet and seats. New door panels. Triumph floor mats. Original seat belts with Triumph Shield.  

¶ gauges all work flawlessly.  

¶ No rust anywhere on the car.  

¶ Solid driver, strong Autocross car 

¶ New weather seals and front overriders 

¶ Top is serviceable and an original white Tonneau cover is included.  

¶ Original wheels and directional hubcaps. Tires are not new but very serviceable with no vibrations.  

 

$12K OBO 
 

Arthur Petri, Woodcrest, TX 

petri340@yahoo.com 

mailto:petri340@yahoo.com

