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February 2025  

Greetings TTR Nation. It's February and we sur-
vived the big freeze and snowfall.  I am happy to 
report that our house and garage, including the 

TR6, survived it fine without us at home.  We 
were in Key West with plans to return home on 
Tuesday, yep the Tuesday that the weather was 
the worst, so we changed flight plans to the Mon-
day before, so we could get home before the 

freeze hit. Great plan, yes?  Almost.  We boarded 
the plane, took off, and I was enjoying my first 
glass of wine when the captain announced that 
Hobby Airport had just been shut down and we 
had instructions to return to Ft Lauderdale. Once 

there we rented another car and drove the two 
and one half hours back to Marathon where my 
brother-in-law still had the VRBO for another 
week.  Other than a wasted day and almost six 
hours of driving time, we softened the blow by 

enjoying another three days and the Keys. Damn 
the bad luck! 

 

While the Keys were fun, I regretted missing the 
Polar Bear Run. Like most TTR Road Trips, there 
were challenges to the schedule and to the LBCs 
making the drive. Look for the full story of the 
2025 Polar Bear Run later in this Bluebonnet and 

don't forget to thank Mike & Stephanie Wood-
ward for planning and leading it. 

 

 

 

Be sure to use this month for preparing your Tri-
umphs for a busy March. The Triumph vs MG  Au-
tocross Challenge is coming on March 15, and the 

Bluebonnet Run is on March 22.  Look for articles 
containing details about them both on later pages 
of this Bluebonnet.  

 

Don't forget to join us for the February monthly 
meeting on Feb 8 at Lisa and Kenny Daves' home. 
Details will be sent later.  

 

Cheers and keep those Triumphs on the road. 

From the President é  
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February 2025  Tales of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 

I do not know who said a picture is 

worth a thousand words. Aside 

from the words, there are a lot of 

things that can not be seen in a 

particular picture, and a lot of 

things that can be seen, that are 

not actually in the picture.  

 

This picture was taken on my first 

day of not using a walker. The walk-

er is not in the picture, nor is my 

limp, but since every picture taken 

on this day shows me leaning on 

something, I think the presence or 

effects of the walker can be felt 

and seen.  

 

Without much examination, you can 

see that I did not take the picture. 

James took it because Randy and I 

sort of pushed him aside and took 

over his project like Jim Fowler on 

a Marlin Perkins show. While Randy 

wrestled the threads of that spark 

plug and gave it a good reading, I 

talked about how important it is to 

have insurance in case something 

goes up in flames. Randy read those 

plugs like a gypsy reading tarot 

cards -he needed all six before he 

could assuredly assume the timing 

was right, the mixture was right, 

the compression was ok, there was 

no head gasket leak, no intake leak, 

and he had already found the love 

of his life. We may have been able 

to start that engine sooner, but we 

refused to be part of it until James 

found a properly colored funnel for 

the antifreeze. Details are im-

portant in a restoration. 

 

You can not see James in the pic-

ture, but his efforts are obvious in 

the TR6 that can be seen.  

 

You canõt see Mike Hado in the pic-

ture, but he rebuilt that engine 

some time ago.  

 

You canõt see Russ Seto in the pic-

ture, but he is the one who asked 

me to help get this car going. You 

canõt see Chris, the owner of this 

TR6, but he has been a very im-

portant part of a very long journey.  

 

You canõt see the end of that jour-

ney in the picture, but all of us have 

been seeing that end point, before 

we started.  

 

You canõt see numerous others who 

have worked on different parts of 

this TR6. You cannot even see the 

engine running in the picture, but it 

is. 

 

Had we taken a picture of the elec-

tric fan while antifreeze was imi-

tating Old Faithful out the top of 

the radiator, you would not have 

been able to see the fan running. 

Somehow James, Randy and I all 

saw the fan running before we shut 

it off. And we all immediately saw it 

not running when we turned it back 

on. A little troubleshooting made us 

see that we never saw the fan run-

ning, because someone failed to in-

stall the fuse when they wired it  

 

up. I do not actually remember not 

doing it, but I cannot see how that 

could have been anyone other than 

me. Another picture could be taken, 

but it still would not show the fan 

working. The fan is working, but itõs 

just one of those things you canõt 

see in a picture. 

 

You canõt see how happy we are to 

be at a point where a picture canõt 

show what canõt be seen, and can 

show what canõt be seen.  

 

Starting a TR6 for the first time 

was a great first day back on my 

feet.  

                                              Jer 

Jerry at 61 going on 62 (speed 
and age)  wondering where he 

left his windscreen 

What You Canõt See 

After We Saw the Geyser 
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February 2025  

The 2025 TTR driving season got off to a successful 

start on January 18 with the annual Wayne & Jackie 

Switzer òPolar Bear Runó.  This event provides the 

opportunity to loosen up the mechanical joints in our 

favorite Triumphs, and test drive some of the latest 

updates and modifications made over the winter season. 

 

Meet-up 

 

The trip began with a meet-up at the Chick-fil-A on 

Hwy 290, near Jersey Village in northwest Houston.  

The meet-up location provided the participants with 

the opportunity to grab some coffee and snacks, get 

warm, and spend time socializing with the other 

members as they arrived. 

The weather was a mild fifty-eight degrees, exactly as 

forecast, with clear skies and a strong northwest wind.  

The forecast for the day at the drive destination 

called for clear skies with slightly dropping 

temperaturesé.perfect for a Polar Bear Run. The 

weather was warmer than the previous days, and much 

warmer than the Polar Vortex predicted to blast 

through Houston the following week. 
 

The destination this year was up northwest through 

Brenham, and then west to La Grange. Planned stops 

included a pit stop in Chappell Hill, a visit to the Czech 

Heritage Museum in La Grange, lunch at a Mexican 

restaurant in La Grange, and a visit to Timeless Texas 

Classics car dealer in La Grange.   The mileage from the 

meet-up location to the first La Grange stop was 92 

miles.  

 

At 9:20, Mike Woodward, VP of Special Events, held 

the drivers meeting to brief the participants on the 

plans for the trip and go over the route details. The 

participants, all experienced TTR caravanners, listened 

to the briefing details and overall route instructions, 

and jumped into their cars to roll out on schedule at 

9:30  Instructions had been emailed to participants 

earlier in the week, but there was also an opportunity  

to download the documents using a QR code.  Drivers 

using this technique were spared the need to download 

and print a hard copy of the route instructions.  

2025- Polar Bear Run 

Driverõs meeting at Chic-fil-A 

2025 Polar Bear Run route map 
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February 2025  2025- Polar Bear Run 

 

Drive to La Grange 

 

After departure the caravan drivers made their way to  

US-290W and headed northwest towards Brenham. 

There was moderate traffic and heavy headwinds, but 

the caravan of ten Triumphs and three lesser cars 

stayed together and arrived at the Chappell Hill pit 

stop.  

The route turned south at Brenham, and continued on 

two-lane FM back roads.  Along the way another 

Triumph joined the group as the caravan headed 

through the winding route towards La Grange.  Traffic 

was very light and the roads were perfect é.until they 

werenõt. 

 

Final preparation for the run 

Ten Triumphs (including photo car) on US-290W 

Chappell Hill pit stop 

Back roads heading to La Grange 
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February 2025  

Road Construction 

  

Several miles outside of La Grange there were highway 

signs warning of road construction.  It turned out to be 

a major re-paving project with the road fully 

deconstructed in both lanes leaving a dirt road with 

lots of heavy equipment including graders, rollers, and 

front-end loaders.  Traffic was one-way only, being led 

by a pilot car.  All of the cars made it through without 

incident, but the stoppage of traffic put us about one- 

half hour behind schedule when we arrived at the 

Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Center. 

 

Czech Heritage and Cultural Center 

 

Mike Woodward held another driverõs meeting to 

adjust the schedule.  The primary impact was that the 

lunch would be delayed by about one-half hour, and 

Mike had already contacted the restaurant and advised 

of the schedule adjustment.  With the schedule reset, 

the group headed into the Texas Czech Heritage and 

Cultural Center. 

 
Major road construction near La Grange 

Slow going on the gravel road base 

Sharing the road with heavy equipment 

Driverõs update briefing at Czech Center 

2025- Polar Bear Run 
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February 2025  

The Czech Center is a large modern facility featuring 

the history and culture of the Czechs who migrated to 

this part of Texas.  It is the centerpiece of an entire 

Czech village, and well worth a visit.  The full details of 

the museum are available on their website located at 

www.czechtexas.org 

Czech Center primary building 

Czech Center visitorõs welcome area 

Czech church and Triumphs on the fairgrounds 

Czech Center Library and exhibit display 

Czech Center gift shop 

2025- Polar Bear Run 

https://www.czechtexas.org/
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February 2025  2025- Polar Bear Run 

Lunch Stop 

 

After the tour it was off to lunch at Las Fuentes 

Mexican Restaurant & Bar in downtown La Grange.  

Arrangements had been made for a single long table 

for the group, and even through the restaurant was 

packed, the TTR group received good service.  The 

food was great, with generous portions and very 

reasonable prices. 

Timeless Texas Classics 

 

From lunch, it was off to a nearby classic car 

dealership located on SH-71, a short distance from the 

restaurant.  Timeless Texas Classics is a multifaceted 

classic car operation that offers consignment sales, 

restoration services, and custom parts for vintage 

Thunderbirds.  The owner, Lance Herrington, started 

the company in 1984, specializing in repair and 

restoration of Thunderbirds.  The business flourished, 

and grew to a 13,000 square foot facility in Sugar Land, 

TX.  By 1988 he had outgrown that facility, and moved 

the operation to a ten-acre tract in La Grange.  The 

business name is Thunderbirds Southwest, and the 

consignment inventory and restoration work is still 

largely Thunderbird.  The full history, along with 

details of the shop and existing inventory are located 

at Timeless Texas Classics.  

Polar Bear Lunch   

Las Fuentes - good food, good service, good prices 

Headed to lunch at Las Fuentes 

Triumphs at Timeless Texas Classics 

Two airplanes and a flying saucer greet visitors 

https://www.thunderbirdsouthwest.com/more/about
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February 2025  

 

 

The Road Back 

 

After the tour of the car dealership, the Polar Bear 

Run participants paused for a group photo, and then 

headed back to their respective home bases.  Due to 

the distributed locations, there were several smaller 

caravans headed to different parts of the Houston 

area, each taking a separate route.   

 

Overall, this was a very enjoyable tour with the luck of 

a nice weather window.  The route and stops of 

interest were well organized and documented, and Mike 

Woodward should be congratulated for the planning 

and execution of this annual event. 

 

Among the eleven Triumphs that participated in the 

Polar Bear Run, there was on driver in a topless surrey-

top TR6, and only one driver, Tim Maxwell, that 

navigated the route with his TR6 top fully down.  The 

rest of the Triumph drivers drove with their tops up, 

and can be chided for receiving a virtual WIMP 

(Weather Inside More Perfect) award. 

 

Ed. note - this itinerary could be used for a nice day-

trip from the Houston area, even without a Triumph! 

 

  

Restoration workshop - lots of Thunderbirds  

Nash Metropolitan - he has 40 for sale 

Checking out the Jaguar XK-E 

Showroom - lots of vintage Thunderbirds 

2025- Polar Bear Run 

https://www.thunderbirdsouthwest.com/vehicles-for-sale
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²ŀȅƴŜ ϧ WŀŎƪƛŜ {ǿƛǘȊŜǊ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎŀƪŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 

ŀƴƴǳŀƭ tƻƭŀǊ .ŜŀǊ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  ²ŀȅƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ±tκ9ǾŜƴǘǎ 

tƭŀƴƴŜǊ ŦƻǊ ¢¢w ƛƴ мффс-мффу ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ 

Ƨƻō ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƻǎǎ-ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƻǳǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ {ǘŀǝƻƴ нллм ±¢w {ƻǳǘƘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ aŜŜǘΦ   

²ŀȅƴŜ ƛƴƛǝŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƭŘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǘǊƛǇ ŦƻǊ ¢¢wΣ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ŎƘǊƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ άtƻƭŀǊ .ŜŀǊ 5ǊƛǾŜέΦ  ²ŀȅƴŜ 

ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ά²Latέ ŎŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜǎ όά²ŜŀǘƘŜǊ LƴǎƛŘŜ aƻǊŜ 

tŜǊŦŜŎǘέύ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻǇ ǳǇΦ  

¢ƘŜ {ǿƛǘȊŜǊΩǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ 5Ŝƭ ²ŜōōΩǎ {ǳƴ /ƛǘȅ ƛƴ 

DŜƻǊƎŜǘƻǿƴΣ ¢· ŀƊŜǊ ²ŀȅƴŜ ǊŜǝǊŜŘΦ  ²ŀȅƴŜ ŘƛŜŘ ƻŦ 

ŎŀƴŎŜǊ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нллсΤ WŀŎƪƛŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ {ǳƴ /ƛǘȅΦ {ƻƴ 

5ŀǾŜ ƛǎ ŀ ¢¢w ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ǘƭŀƴǘŀΦ  

όtƘƻǘƻΥ 5ŀǾŜ {ǿƛǘȊŜǊύ 

Wayne & Jackie Switzer 

TTR Polar Bear Run History Roster 

Event planner - Mike Woodward 

Story: John Hanten, Mike Woodward 

Photos: John Hanten 

2025- Polar Bear Run 

Name Car 

Mark Kressenberg Volvo 

Jim & Kathy Hartzog TR4 

Mike Woodward Subaru 

Mike & Sallie Rouse TR4 

Ray & Trish Barth Jeep 

John Hanten & Nancy Money TR6 

Len Myers & Caren TR6 

Myles Woodward TR4 

John & Shu-lien TR4 

Ken Wasilewski & Son TR6 

Tim Maxwell TR6 

Jane & Clark McKinley TR3 

Bryan Roy TR6 

Mike  Hado TR3 
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February 2025  

The January monthly meeting was held on January 11, 2025, at the home of John and Shu-lien Baguley. TTR 

President Hal Sharp called the meeting to order at 3:052, thanked John and Shu-lien for hosting the meeting, and 

thanked John Baguley and Fred Wagner for the Zoom arrangements. The combined in-person, proxy, and Zoom 

call attendance was 57, constituting a quorum for club business.  

 

Approval of Minutes ð M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last Bluebonnet 

newsletter. 

 

Membership Report ð Mike Hado - reported there are 199 family memberships as of the end of December.  Mike 

also reported that he did a wellness check-in on several members and provided a brief update report to the group 

on their general status. 

 

Treasurerõs Report ð Mike Rouse - reported inflows, outflows, and end of month / year balance.  Overall, the club 

is in good financial shape. 

 

Regalia ð James Moore - brought residual inventory odds and ends for free to the meeting. There was a brief 

discussion about new license plate frames with the clubõs name. There was M/S/A to authorize $600 to purchase 

an inventory of license plate frames. 

 

IT ð Hal Sharp for Bob Pennington - reported that Bob will be updating the website with new content and photos 

forwarded to him.  He will also be updating the underlying software which will disable some functionality for about 

a week, notably PayPal processing capability. Mike Rouse commented that there is generally no PayPal activity 

early in the year so that should not pose a problem.  

 

Special Events 

 

¶ Polar Bear Run ð Mike Woodward ð reported that the arrangements are finalized for the Polar Bear Run on 

January 18. Breakfast that day is scheduled at a restaurant near the meet-up point. The destination is La 

Grange, TX with several scheduled stops including lunch. Currently 25 members have signed up for the drive. 

 

¶ Bluebonnet Run ð Mike Woodward ð reported that the Bluebonnet Run is scheduled for March 22, with 

several stops including: The Antique Rose Emporium; the òField of Dreamsó; the Brenham Fire Museum; and 

lunch.  More information will be available shortly. 

 

¶ February Driving Event ð David Fowler ð reported that there will be a driving event on February 22, with 

information available in the February Bluebonnet.  

 

¶ Spring Autocross Challenge ð Hal Sharp ð reported that the Spring Autocross Challenge will be March 15.  

Details will be in the Bluebonnet. 

 

¶ April Driving Event ð David Fowler ð reported that the April meeting will be in Brenham, TX, and he is 

organizing a driving event in conjunction with the meeting.  

 

TTR Meeting Minutes for January 
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February 2025  

Breakfast - John Barrett - reported the breakfast schedule is good and online. 

 

New Business 

 

¶ TTR Breakdown award - Mike Woodward, the current holder of the TTR Rubber Chicken Breakdown Award 

instituted at the December Holiday Party, explained why he currently holds the award.  Mike then passed 

along the rubber chicken award to Mike Hado who recently suffered a car fire while travelling home from a 

club breakfast and required a tow-truck to get home.  Mike Woodward commented that in the MG community 

òburning rubberó means spinning your tireséin the Triumph community, it means your car is on fire.  

 

¶ VTR Member Discounts ð Hal Sharp ð reported that the VTR discount program with OõReillyõs is now up and 

running, and your personalized discount card can be downloaded from their website.  Hal showed his laminated 

card to the group, and reminded the group that this is another great reason to join the national VTR 

organization 

 

¶ Bluebonnet Newsletter Archive ð John Hanten ð reminded the group the group that every past issue of the 

Bluebonnet is available online, but access has been limited and requires a special logon procedure. He then 

described an opportunity to migrate the archive to a friendlier access environment where it can be accessed 

via a single URL, just as individual newsletters are accessed today. After a brief discussion there was M/S/A 

to proceed with the migration. There was also M/S/A for John to load the entire archive (through 2024) onto 

individual USB thumb-drives which can be purchased by TTR members for the cost of the thumb-drive (under 

$5).  

 

¶ 2025 Monthly Meeting Hosts 
 

 ̄February ð Kenny and Lisa Daves 

 ̄March ð John Hanten and Nancy Money 

 ̄April ð Tom and Michelle Smith 

 ̄Contact Hal Sharp if you would like to volunteer to host a meeting in 2025.  

 

Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:43.  Minutes recorded and edited by John Hanten. 

 

(M/S/A =   motion made / seconded / approved ) 

 
 

TTR Meeting Minutes for January 
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February 2025  January Monthly Meeting Photos 

Meeting Hosts - John & Shu-lien Baguley 
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February 2025  January Monthly Meeting Photos 
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February 2025  January Monthly Meeting Photos 

Photos - Fred Wagner 
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February 2025  Member News - Mike Hado 

 

New Members: 

 No new members this monthé... 

Winter Wonderland 

On January 22, a once-in-a-generation snowfall oc-
curred in Houston, blanketing the area with up to six 
inches of fluffy snow. Several TTR members took the 
opportunity to Triumphantly document the event. 

 

 
TTR Birthdays for February 

Linda Myers 1 

Alfred Richings 2 

Don Moreau 3 

Steve Foster  6 

Matt McGinley 7 

Virginia Duran 10 

Cynthia McAndrew  10 

Mary Brown 12 

Valerie DeRuiter  12 

Susan Call  13 

Maxie Giroir 13 

Margaret Roy  13 

Stephanie Woodward  13 

Charles Coddou 14 

Harry Lydick  16 

Sharon Schumann  16 

Tom Sparks  16 

David Fowler 18 

Jane Lacey 20 

Erik Bach 21 

Gavin Fuller 22 

Lee Daniels 24 

Jeff Myers  25 

Inna Sysman  27 

Maite Bajo 28 
TTR Garden Flag in the Snow - photo by John Hanten 

Snowman wearing a TTR Visor!!!! - photo by Jerry Gruss 
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February 2025  

Breakfast Meetings 
Saturday Traveling Breakfasts are back in full swing!  See the schedule be-

low and watch for Mike Hadoõs reminder email for confirmation. 

NOTE; See the Upcoming Events tab on the TTR website for specific in-

formation for all events:  

¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ μ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ όǘŜȄŀǎǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦƻǊƎύ  

Breakfast meetings begin between 7:30 am & 8 am for coffee & we usually eat Breakfast at around 8:00 am.    

Car viewing after Breakfast. 

Date  Location Address 
 

  

¶ Feb  1, 2025 ¶ 9er's Grill Katy ¶ 23225 Kingsland Blvd., Katy TX 77494 

¶ Feb  8, 2025 ¶ Midtown Bar and Grill ¶ 415 West Gray St., Houston TX 77019 

¶ Feb  15, 2025 ¶ Busy Bee Caf® ¶ 4009 West Broadway, Pearland TX 77581 

¶ Feb  22, 2025 ¶ Panera Bread  ¶ 851 Dairy Ashford Rd, Houston, TX 77079 

¶ Mar  1, 2025 ¶ Skeeter's Mesquite Grill ¶ 5529 Weslayan Street, Houston, TX 77005 

¶ Mar  8, 2025 ¶ Another Broken Egg Caf® ¶ 1912 Wescott Avenue Suite 250, Sugar Land TX 77479 

   

 

 

  

   

TTR Club Calendar  

TTR & VTR Events   

¶ Feb 8 , 2025 - Monthly Meeting - Kenny & Lisa Daves hosting (Location details in club email) 

¶ Feb 10, 2025 - 2025 Drive Your Triumph Day (details in following pages) 

¶ Feb 22, 2025 - Guided Drive & Lunch (details in following pages) 

¶ Mar 8, 2025 - Monthly Meeting - Nancy Money & John Hanten hosting (Location details in club email) 

¶ Mar 15, 2025 - 2025 Spring Autocross Challenge (details on following pages) 

¶ Mar 22, 2025 - 2025 Bluebonnet Run (annual guided drive after breakfast.  Details forthcoming) 

¶ Apr 12, 2025 - Monthly Meeting - Tom & Michelle Smith hosting (Brenham, TX,  details in club email) 

¶ April 23 - 27, 2025 - SCVTR Regional Convention, Waco, TX  (Details in following pages) 

¶ May 1, 2025 - Battle of the Brits Charity Golf Tournament (Details in upcoming issues) 

¶ July 15 - 18, 2025 - VTR National Convention, La Crosse, WI  (Details in following pages) 

 

 

___ Monthly Meeting      ___ Driving Event      __ Car Show Event      __ Local Special Event  

http://www.texastriumphregister.org/upcoming-events/
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February 2025  

Online Bluebonnet Archive Update 
 

Back in 2020, a project was completed to digitize and 

archive all of the back issues of the Bluebonnet, the 

TTR club newsletter.  Over the years, all of the issues 

had been printed and dutifully saved by Club Historian 

Mike Hado, filling three standard banking boxes. 
 

The digitizing was completed and the files have been 

stored on a server accessible by TTR members via a 

URL and a password provided by the club.  In January, 

the complete archive was migrated to a different cloud 

platform that will allow TTR members to access the 

collection via a single URL, which can be bookmarked on 

their computers.  The platform is the same one used 

for distribution of current Bluebonnet newsletters, and 

the relatively small amount of storage space used is 

free. 
 

Users will see a list of years, and can drill down to see 

each newsletter in that year, and access an individual 

historic newsletter.  All of the old issues have been 

through a process that will enable a searching at the 

individual newsletter lever.  The newsletters can be 

read and downloaded, but not deleted or edited by the 

viewer. 
 

Mike Hado will send out the access URL to the TTR 

Membership after the February Bluebonnet is pub-

lished. 
 

Thumb Drive Archive Available 
 

In addition to the online archive, the entire archive has 

been packaged and is being made available to TTR mem-

bers for $5, (the cost of the thumb drive).  Please con-

tact Bluebonnet Editor John Hanten at if you would like 

a copy and make arrangements for delivery at a break-

fast or monthly meeting. 

Bluebonnet Newsletter Archive Update 

Single year view - newsletters from 2005 

Single issue view - August 2005  

Archive view - showing years 1981 - 2024 

Thumb Drive Archive - purchase for $5 

Contact John Hanten at: jhanten@outlook.com 

mailto:jhanten@outlook.com
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Drive Your Triumph Day  

Monday, February 10, 2025  

  

Dear Triumph Enthusiast,   

 

Happy Holidays to the Triumph & Standard community 
around the world,   

 

Itõs three days until Christmas, and itõs also only 50 days 
until Drive Your Triumph Day, February 10th, 2025, for Sir John Blackõs birthday.   

 

Iõm amazed at how DYTD has grown around the world, and why not? Itõs a fun event to get out and 
drive your Triumph with family, friends, and other Triumph owners. Remember, if you live in snow 

country and your car is in hibernation for the winter, you can still join in with a photo of your Triumph 
in the garage next to your snow shovel. Or as some have done in the past, they rolled their Triumph out 
of the garage even in some snow for a quick photo, then back in the garage.   

 

Once youõve captured the moment, email a high-resolution photo to driveyourtriumphday@gmail.com, 
accompanied with some basic details: ownerõs name, year and model of car, and place photo was taken 
(city, state, country). The photos will then be published not only in our club newsletter and website, but 

also in USAõs national magazine: Vintage Triumph Registry, and on the Drive Your Triumph Day Facebook 
page.  

 

Best Regards,   

 

Rye Livingston 

 

Activities Chairman 

Triumph Travelers Sports Car Club 

1960 Triumph TR3A 

DriveYourTriumphDay@gmail.com  

 

 

 

A message from Rye Livingston 

2025 - Drive Your Triumph Day - February 10 

mailto:driveyourtriumphday@gmail.com
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February 22 - Guided Drive and Lunch 

 

What: February 22nd ð TTR local event - secondary 

roads drive via brief stops at Katy museums concluding 

with lunch at Brookwood Caf® with time to visit its 

expansive gift store. 

 

Itinerary: Meet at 9:00, leave 9:15 a.m. from 

Stratford High Schoolõs theater parking lot at SE 

corner intersection of 900 Dairy Ashford and 14500 

Fern Drive (West Houston off I-10).  

 

We shall stop briefly by the Katy Train Depot museum 

and then linger a little longer at the Johnny Nelson 

Katy Heritage Museum ð the latter has several old 

tractors and Model T Fords on display.  

 

We shall then drive to The Brookwood Community for 

lunch around 12:30 at its Caf® (wide selection of salads, 

sandwiches and burgers to a full range of lunch plates, 

even fish & chips). It has a cute gift store with ladiesõ 

clothing, home goods, western wear (some menõs) and 

mini art gallery right next to caf®. 

 

www.brookwoodcommunity.org  

 

www.cityofkaty.com/visitors/museums  

 

katyrailroad.org/ 

 

Reservations: Please text or email 

(djfowler713@gmail.com) David Fowler by February 

14th with number in your party so Allison and he can 

make reservations for table(s) together at the 

restaurant 

Katy Depot Museum 

Johnny Nelson Katy Heritage Museum 

Brookwood Community Cafe 

Guided Drive and Lunch - February 22 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=78cb886dc006dccaad8ff851572fc583f3dcee59be8137cd70943c865d309177JmltdHM9MTczODAyMjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=04e5aa7e-fefb-619a-29c1-b834ff7560d8&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmluZy5jb20vYWxpbmsvbGluaz91cmw9aHR0cHMlM2ElMmYlMmZ3d3cuYnJv
https://www.cityofkaty.com/visitors/museums
https://katyrailroad.org/
mailto:djfowler713@gmail.com
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February 2025  2025 TTR Spring Autocross Challenge - March 15 

Date: 

Saturday, March 15, 2025 

 

Location: 

Houston Police Academy 

17000 Aldine Westfield (on the west side of IAH Bush Airport) 

 

Cost:  $30 per driver, TTR members, MG Club Members, and non-members  
 

Track: 

The track is a İ mile road course that the police use for high-speed training and is a safe way to have a lot of fun in your 
Triumph. We hope you will join us. This will be a relaxed and fun event for beginner and experienced autocrossers! 

Technically this is an autocross practice meaning there are no classes or trophies, however lap times will be captured for 
bragging rights! 
 

Time:  Arrive at 9:00 am for TECH INSPECTION and DRIVERS MEETING, First Car out around 9:30 am - 

Track closes at 4:00 pm 

Feel free to spend the whole day with us or just come for a few hours.  Cars will be grouped into ñheatsò meaning you will 
get 3 runs all within a 1 hour time period.  Your heat might be in the morning or the afternoon, if you have a preference 
let us know.  After all the heats, then you will have the opportunity to do all the extra runs if time allows.  

Triumphs and MGôs will all get their turn before other cars.  Other British cars and all lesser cars go last. 

 

Safety Requirements: 

Car:  Your car will have to pass a safety tech inspection, including: good brakes, tight wheel bearings, throttle return 
spring, good seat belts, battery strapped down, floor mats removed, nothing loose in the cockpit, etc. Generally if your 
car is safe for the road, itôs safe to autocross. 

Driver:  You must have a valid drivers license, sign a liability waiver, and wear a helmet.  Loaner helmets will be provid-
ed if you do not have one.  Of course itôs advised to have your own helmet so it will fit right and you can avoid sharing 
germs or sweat!  You can find lotôs of options online for as little as $30.  We recommend getting one with a rating of Snell 
SA2015 or newer. 

 

 

 

Food: 

Hot dogs, chips, and water will be provided.  
Feel free to bring your own  food, drinks, 
snacks, energy bars, etc. as preferred. 

 

Be sure to bring a chair and SUNSCREEN!   
 

Volunteers: 

Set up volunteers are needed, please 
arrive at 8:00 if you want to help. 

 

Questions and Registration: 

Ask Dusty.  281-871-9623  

nicholsondustin@yahoo.com 

mailto:nicholsondustin@yahoo.com
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2025 Bluebonnet Run 

 
Mark your calendars for March 22, 2025 when we 

leave for our annual Bluebonnet Run.  

 

This year we meet at Chick-fil-A located at 17430 

Northwest Freeway at 9:00 A.M. for coffee prior to 

leaving at 9:30 sharp. 

 

 

 

 

We then head Northwest to Bluebonnet country in and 

around the Chappell Hill and Brenham area. 

 

Once amongst the bluebonnets we stop by to view 

another species of flowers when we arrive at the 

Antique Rose Emporium to view their amazing display of 

flowers - most of which are available for purchase 

ladies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We then carry on to the òfield of dreamsó for a photo 

opõ of our cars, ourselves and of course the 

bluebonnets. Photographed courtesy of our club 

photographer John Hanten. 

From here we go to visit another form of 

transportation when we stop by the Brenham Fire 

Museum. 

 

Lunch stop is next at Los Cabos in Brenham. 

 
After lunch we head back into Houston and rumor has 

it we may find a winery on our way back.  

  

Happy Motoring, 

 

Mike. 

 

 

p.s. If you would like to join us please email me at  

 

mike.woodward@sbcglobal.net  
 

and include the make and model of the car you 
intend to drive, the number of people in your 

party and your mobile telephone number. 

2025 Bluebonnet Run - March 22    Overview 

mailto:mike.woodward@sbcglobal.net
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¢ƘŜ wŜŘ wƛǾŜǊ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ /ƭǳō ƛǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ нлнр {ƻǳǘƘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ±¢w wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ !ǇǊƛƭ но -нсΣ нлнр ƛƴ 

.ŜƭƭƳŜŀŘΣ ¢ŜȄŀǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ слǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǜƛǊŜ aYнΦ hǳǊ Ƙƻǎǘ ƘƻǘŜƭΣ ¢ƘŜ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ Lƴƴ ϧ {ǳƛǘŜǎΣ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ 

Ƨǳǎǘ мл ƳƛƭŜǎ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ²ŀŎƻΣ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ƻƴ L-орΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭ ƛǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻ- 

ǾƛŘŜǎ ǎǇŀŎƛƻǳǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƴƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƻƴǎƛǘŜ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΦ 
 

wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ I9w9 

2025 South Central 

Regionals 

April 23-26, 2025 

Bellmead, Texas 

wŜŘ wƛǾŜǊ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ нлнр wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭǎ 

hǳǊ CŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ aŀǊǉǳŜ 

/ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ слǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǜƛǊŜ aYнΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ 

{ǇƛǜƛǊŜǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘȅƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ-¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ ƛƴ мфрт ōȅ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊ DƛƻǾŀƴƴƛ 

aƛŎƘŜƭƻǩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǜƛǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴŘƻƴ aƻǘƻǊ {Ƙƻǿ ƛƴ мфснΦ Lǘ 

ǿŀǎ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ-¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ /ŀƴƭŜȅ ǿƻǊƪǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ 

отΣплф aYн ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ мфсп ǘƻ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфст 

²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ {ǘŀȅ 

¢ƘŜ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ Lƴƴ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ ϧ {ǳƛǘŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ 

ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǊƻƻƳǎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ ̧ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ 

ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƻǿ vw ŎƻŘŜ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪ ŀ ǊƻƻƳ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǊŜ- 

ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ōƭƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛŎƛƴƎΦ 

hǊ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ CǊƻƴǘ ŘŜǎƪΥ м-нрп-тфф- фффт 

 

IƻƭƛŘŀȅ Lƴƴ ϧ {ǳƛǘŜǎ ²ŀŎƻ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ 

мулм 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ .ƭǾŘ ²ŀŎƻΣ ¢ŜȄŀǎΣтстлр 
 

2025 SCVTR Regional Convention Information 

https://redrivertriumphclub.org/2025-scvtr-registration-page/
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February 2025  2025 VTR National Convention Information 

IƻǘŜƭ wŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴǎ ƴƻǿ hǇŜƴΗ 

ƘǘǘǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƳƴǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǎΦƻǊƎκǾǘǊнлнрκ   

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mntriumphs.org%2Fvtr2025%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cdb87950ec8cf42b67fd108dcdefbe1d1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638630420631649406%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJ
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February 2025  National Triumph Clubs 

.ŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ±¢w aŜƳōŜǊ 

The Vintage Triumph Register 
has its benefits.  A national 
club of Triumph enthusiasts 
spanning the globe needs you 
as a member.  Affiliate club 
membership is not an auto-
matic membership to VTR. 

Some of the benefits: 

¶ The Vintage Triumph Magazine - Our award-
winning bi-monthly color publication. 

¶ 2025VTR National Meet in La Crosse, WI 

¶ Access to a large number of local clubs. 

¶ Website with reference material and members-only 
sections covering all Triumph models. 

¶ Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B. 
(Factory trace documents on other Triumph models 
no longer available 

¶ Clothing, regalia, exclusive items 

¶ Specific vehicle consultants and experts 

¶ Discount on many parts and supplies at OôRiellyôs 

 

{ƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǾƛƴǘŀƎŜǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦƻǊƎ  

bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !Ŷƭƛŀǝƻƴǎ 

 

https://vintagetriumphregister.org/
http://www.vtr.org
http://www.triumphregister.com
http://www.6-pack.org


 

 28 

 

February 2025  

Wŀƴ пΣ нлнр 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - John Hanten 

IǳƳōƭŜΣ ¢· 
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Wŀƴ ммΣ нлнр 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - John Hanten 

aŜȅŜǊƭŀƴŘ !ǊŜŀΣ IƻǳǎǘƻƴΣ ¢· 
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Wŀƴ муΣ нлнр 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - Fred Wagner, John Hanten 

IƻǳǎǘƻƴΣ ¢· 
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Wŀƴ нрΣ нлнр 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - John Hanten 

{ǇǊƛƴƎΣ ¢· 


