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Happy Madre Gras everybody. If itõs the beginning of 

Lent, it must be Madre Gras. Last weekend Debbie & I 

traveled to New Orleans for some excellent food  and 

exciting Madre Gras parade fun on the streets of the 

Vieux Carre.  You might recognize the fluffy white con-

fectionersõ sugar-coated beignet that Iõm munching on 

in this photo. Canõt resist a beignet and chicory coffee 

at Cafe du Monde. Very healthy.  

 

Another important thing I want to remind you of is our 

annual officer election season. We always put out the 

word in March requesting volunteers to sign up / nomi-

nate themselves or someone for one of the TTR officer 

positions listed in the òUncle Sam Wants Youó reminder 

in this Bluebonnet. In the April monthly meeting we 

announce the list of names who will be nominees for 

each position, and we vote during the May meeting. 

PLEASE contact me or one of the officers if you are 

interested in serving in one of these positions.        

Turnover in the ranks of leadership is a healthy thing. 

New and fresh ideas are healthy for an organization.  

 

Our Treasurer, Mike Rouse has been doing a particular-

ly great job with our finances. Some functions that he 

seamlessly accomplishes are invisible to most members 

but are vital for TTR to succeed. He recently complet-

ed our annual tax filings to the State. Yes, even though 

we are a not-for-profit organization, the State of Tex-

as requires a filing. Before every Autocross or Regional 

event that TTR hosts, Mike submits paperwork to VTR 

for the required Liability Insurance Rider that pro-

tects TTR from claims that might arise from such 

òriskyó events. Thanks Mike! 

 

Speaking of not so visible support functions. You should 

remember that even though he relocated his family to 

Haifa - yes, that is in Israel -, Bob Pennington has con-

tinued to be our website Master. One of the most sig-

nificant things he has accomplished lately was to coor-

dinate with John Hanten to migrate our Bluebonnet 

Newsletter Archive (1981 ð present day) to a new cloud 

storage site that doesnõt require going to the previous 

tinyurl site and having to remember a password. In ad-

dition, he has coordinated with Dave Smith to create a 

new section that catalogues the documentation of the 

past TTR FOG Tours. As many of you know for the past 

fifteen years Dave has planned and led these annual 

long distance (~ 4,000 mile) road trips for as many as 

twelve of our hard-core TR pilots. Great work, Bob and 

thanks for your commitment to serve TTR from across 

the world.  

 

Donõt forget to sign up for this monthõs TR vs MG Au-

tocross and the Bluebonnet Tour. Details are in articles 

later in this issue.  

 

Remember to get those TRs serviced, washed and 

waxed so they look good on the Open Road.  

From the President é  
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March 2025  Tales of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 

I can tell that I am finally getting back into my 
groove. My hip is doing fine. I rarely notice my 
limp, but others point it out to me. I walk at least 

a mile a day. This month I put a radiator in a Spit-
fire, cleaned a regulator on a Sports Six, finished 
some brake work on a TR6, temporarily stopped a 
fuel leak on a TR6, finished a few things on anoth-
er TR6 and found the ôsmoking gunõ on another 

TR6. Jess was lucky he saw the smoke coming out 
from under his dash and disconnected the battery 
ASAP. His car could have been a contender for 
the hottest car of the month, if Hado did not al-
ready have a firm grip on that title. As usual, I 

failed to take any pictures with owners. 

 

I have been a member of this club for over twen-

ty years. I am constantly learning new things 
about old cars, old things about old people, and 
new things about old members. Many of us know 
other members by what type Triumph they drive, 
rather than by name. We know some members by 

when they joined or how long they have been 
members. We know some members who drive their 
cars often and some members we know have a Tri-
umph, but no one has ever seen it. 

 

Everyone should know Groundhog day, when Phil 
looks for his shadow to predict the coming weath-
er. There is a rumor that one of our founding 
members, Steve Foster, is going to have a day 
where his TR3 might see its shadow. I met Steve 

shortly after I joined, but until recently, I never 
saw his TR3. A few other members and I have 
been prodding him and helping him get his car off 
the jack stands in his garage where it has been 
dormant for a decade or three.  

The rumor is that Steve will drive his TR3 to a 
breakfast in Sugarland in March. If he does, 
someone might see his TR3 shadow. If they do, 
itõs a sure sign that winter (and the Reagan admin-
istration) is over and we should anticipate the 

coming of another great driving season. 

 

I have my camera ready. 

Jerry at 61 going on 62 (speed and age)  wonder-
ing where he left his windscreen 
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Following a hearty breakfast at Panera Bread on Dairy 

Ashford Rd in west Houston, (a new location for the 

weekly TTR breakfast crowd) a group of TTR members 

followed David & Allison on an educational West 

Houston drive that included two museums in Katy and a 

luncheon in Brookshire. All but two hardy souls in a 

solitary TR6  elected to leave their Triumphs wrapped 

up warmly at home and instead braved the 40-degree 

elements ð with windchills dropping into the 30s ð  in 

lesser vehicles, each complete with working heaters, 

some even with òbumó warmers. 

Taking secondary urban roads via Dairy Ashford Rd, 

Park Row Boulevard, and Saums Rd, (see route map) the 

group headed to its first stop at 5615 First Street in 

Katy: the MKT Depot Museum, operated by The Katy 

Heritage Society. 

 

 

2025- West Houston Educational Guided Tour 

Route Map - Panera Bread, Katy, Brookwood 

Driverõs meeting at Panera Bread 

MKT Railway Logo 

TTR group at MKT Depot  (est 1898) 
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The depot was built in 1898 shortly after the Missouri 

Kansas and Texas (MKT) Railway purchased a right of 

way in April 1893 through then named (until 1896) Cane 

Island. Today the building remains unchanged (but for 

paint, utilities, and a restroom) from its expansion in 

1919. The MKT survived there for almost 100 years 

until its demise, in 1988. 

 

In addition to many period memorabilia ð including 

numbered metal car tags used as predecessor to 

padlocks to secure contents in freight cars and detect 

any tampering therewith (and still in use a century 

later in some Texas chemical plants) ð our intrepid 

travelers also noted the early morse code tables and 

telegraph equipment as well as a few interesting large 

volumes. The latter contain hand-written and signed 

turn-of-(19th/20th)-century local case judgments by the 

presiding judge.  

Our next stop was about a mile away at The Johnny 

Nelson Katy Heritage Museum at 6002 George Bush 

Drive. The museum was renamed in 2018 in honor of 

(essentially) its founder ð Katy native and lifelong local 

rice farmer, rancher and later Mayor and City 

Administrator ð who had championed the preservation 

of Katyõ farming heritage. Our òstudentsó were 

fortunate that one of the docents during our visit was 

Brett whom David had met when setting up the museum 

visits. He kindly guided the group through the main 

area with its array of tractors and farm equipment, 

histories of prominent local farmers, three Model T 

Fords and a fire engine (òtruckó to yõall), and he and his 

associate explained the history of Katyõs rice growing ð 

Katy no longer grows rice, it now grows residences!  

2025- West Houston Educational Guided Tour 

Johnny Nelson Museum - Model T Fords 

Inspecting old railroad exhibits 

Display case filled with MKT memories Antique tractors 
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Brett also demonstrated the large O gauge model 

railroad layout built by two local collectors. We moved 

on with the docents echoing Johnnyõs own well-known 

farewell wish:  

 

 

òHave a Rice Day!ó 

 

 

2025- West Houston Educational Guided Tour ²Lt 

Allison with vintage Humble glass top gas pump Model train layout with Katy rice storage bins 

Model T Fords 

Group photo at the museum 



 

 9 

 

March 2025  

Our travelers followed the old Highway 90 west before 

turning South on FM1489 to The Brookwood 

Community, an educational and residential facility for 

adults with functional disabilities. It is also the 

designated charity supported in 2024 by our fellow 

Houston MG Club with proceeds/profits from its 

various events: All British Car Show, Battle-of-the-

Brits Golf, etc.  

The TTRõs nine participants enjoyed a very pleasant 

lunch in the communityõs caf®, some selecting the $15 

two-course special menu with portions large enough to 

take some home.  

 

Before returning to Houston, our group visited the 

expansive store that offers a selection of other items 

to take home: boutique gifts and clothing, western wear 

(even a hatter), plus a small art gallery which 

showcased local studentsõ (livestock show and rodeo 

event) award-winning entries as well as items to 

purchase. 

 

What did I learn? 

 

Katyõs name is from the last two initials of the 
MKT railroad that put it on the map! 

2025- West Houston Educational Guided Tour 

Participant group lunch at Brookwood 

Brookwood Community facility 

Story: David Fowler  
Photos: David Fowler, Sallie Rouse 
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The February monthly meeting was held on February 8, 2025, at the home of Kenny and Lisa Daves. 
TTR VP Special Events Mike Woodward called the meeting to order at 3:02, thanked Kenny and Lisa for 
hosting the meeting, and thanked John Baguley and Fred Wagner for the Zoom arrangements. The 

combined in-person, proxy, and Zoom call attendance was 47, constituting a quorum for club business.  

 

Approval of Minutes ð M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last 

Bluebonnet newsletter. 

 

Membership Report ð Mike Hado - reported two new families have joined, bring the total to 201-
member families: three more than the Houston MG Club. 

 

Treasurerõs Report ð Mike Woodward for Mike Rouse - reported inflows, outflows, and end of month / 
year balance.  Overall, the club is in good financial shape. 

 

Regalia ð no report. 

 

IT ð Mike Woodward for Bob Pennington - reported that the website is up and running after some 
updates were mode.  Mike noted that Bob was in Houston the prior week and joined the club for a  
Saturday breakfast. 

 

Special Events 

 

¶ Bluebonnet Run ð Mike Woodward ð reported that the Bluebonnet Run is scheduled for March 

22, with several stops including: The Antique Rose Emporium; the òField of Dreamsó; the 

Brenham Fire Museum; and lunch.  There is a possible winery visit on the way back to Houston 
for those interested. More information is in the March Bluebonnet.   

 

¶ SCVTR Regional Event ð Mike Woodward ð reminded the group of the SCVTR Regional Event in 

Waco, TX, from April 23 ð 27.  He encouraged a strong TTR club showing to support the event. 

 

¶ Drive Your Triumph Day ð David Fowler ð reminded the group that national Drive Your Triumph 

Day is on February 10.  

 

¶ Katy Rodeo Parade ð David Fowler ð reported that there is an opportunity to drive your Triumph 

in the Katy Rodeo Parade on February 15. Please reply to the organizers by the 12th if you are 
interested in participating.  

 

¶ Guided Drive to Brookwood Community ð David Fowler ð reported details on the guided drive to 

Brookwood Community on February 22.  There will be educational stops at the Katy Train Depot 
Museum, and the Johnny Nelson Museum in Katy along the route. 

TTR Meeting Minutes for February 



 

 11 

 

March 2025  

 

¶ Spring Autocross Challenge ð David Fowler ð reminded the group that the Spring Autocross 

Challenge will be March 15.  Details will be in the Bluebonnet. 

 

¶ April Driving Event ð David Fowler ð reported that the April meeting will be in Brenham, TX, and 

he is organizing a driving event in conjunction with the meeting.  

 

New Business 

 

¶   2025 Monthly Meeting Hosts 

 

 ̄ March ð John Hanten and Nancy Money 

 ̄ April ð Tim and Michelle Smith 

 ̄ Contact Hal Sharp if you would like to volunteer to host a meeting in 2025.  

 

Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:15.  Minutes recorded by Fred Wagner and edited by John Hanten. 

 

(M/S/A =   motion made / seconded / approved ) 

TTR Meeting Minutes for February 
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March 2025  February Monthly Meeting Photos 

Meeting Hosts - Kenny & Lisa Daves 
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March 2025  February Monthly Meeting Photos 
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March 2025  February Monthly Meeting Photos 

Photos - Fred Wagner 
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March 2025  Member News - Mike Hado 

 

 

 

TTR Birthdays for March 

Beth Jones 1 

Hap Call 2 

Mary Lewis 2 

Martha Zoch 3 

Gene Biasucci 4 

Julie Roccaforte  5 

Anja Fischer 6 

Janetta Rodriguez  6 

Brian Zuchowski  6 

Beatriz Flores 9 

Blake Schumann 13 

Jeff Hunt 14 

Jim Moe 14 

Penny Rettenmaier  14 

Doug Trapp  14 

Fred Wagner  15 

Jack Crutchfield  16 

Walter Gull 16 

Laurie McGinley 16 

Dan Murray  16 

Kim Kressenberg 17 

Jim McAndrew  17 

Alma Morales 17 

Sterling Johnson  17 

Tom Przylucki  20 

Peter Mandelik  21 

Mark Riesch  24 

Christina Shamaly  27 

Texas Triumph Register Needs You! 
 

To consider stepping up and volunteering for one of the TTR 
Officer positions. 

¶ President 

¶ VP - Special Events 

¶ VP - Events Coordinator 

¶ Secretary 

¶ Treasurer 

¶ Regalia 

¶ Newsletter Editor 

¶ Webmaster 

The slate is presented at the April Monthly Meeting and the 

election is held during the May Monthly Meeting and by email proxy. 

 

Please contact Hal Sharp to volunteer or obtain additional 

information regarding the duties of each position. The duties of 

each officer are also described in the TTR Club Handbook. 

New Members: 

Gary Porter, Brazoria, TX ð 1978 Spitfire 

Thomas Britton, Houston, TX ð 1975 Red TR6 

Carroll Pack, Conroe, TX ð 1958 Red TR3A 

https://texastriumphregister.org/wp-content/uploads/Resource_Guide/TTR%20Club%20Handbook%20Dec%202024.pdf


 

 16 

 

March 2025  

Breakfast Meetings 
Saturday Traveling Breakfasts are back in full swing!  See the schedule be-

low and watch for Mike Hadoõs reminder email for confirmation. 

NOTE; See the Upcoming Events tab on the TTR website for specific in-

formation for all events:  

¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ μ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ όǘŜȄŀǎǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦƻǊƎύ  

Breakfast meetings begin between 7:30 am & 8 am for coffee & we usually eat Breakfast at around 8:00 am.    

Car viewing after Breakfast. 

Date  Location Address 
 

  

¶ Mar   1, 2025 ¶ Skeeter's Mesquite Grill ¶ 5529 Weslayan Street, Houston TX 

¶ Mar   8, 2025 ¶ Another Broken Egg Caf® ¶ 1912 Wescott Avenue Suite 250, Sugar Land TX  

¶ Mar  15, 2025 ¶ Black Bear Diner (I45 & E. Richey RD.) ¶ 15720 North Fwy, Houston TX  

¶ Mar  22, 2025 ¶ Harris County Smokehouse (290 & Hwy 6) ¶ 19811 Northwest Freeway, Houston TX  

¶ Mar  29, 2025 ¶ Kelley's Country Cookin' ¶ 11555 W. Airport Blvd., Meadow Place TX  

¶ Apr   5, 2025 ¶ Early Bird Caf® ¶ 8727 Harlem Rd Suite 400 Richmond, TX  

¶ Apr 12, 2025 ¶ Yale Street Grill ¶ 2100 Yale Street, Houston TX  

   

 

 

  

   

TTR Club Calendar  

TTR & VTR Events   

¶ Mar 8, 2025 - Monthly Meeting - Nancy Money & John Hanten hosting (Location details in club email) 

¶ Mar 15, 2025 - 2025 Spring Autocross Challenge (details on following pages) 

¶ Mar 22, 2025 - 2025 Bluebonnet Run (annual guided drive after breakfast.  Details forthcoming) 

¶ Apr 12, 2025 - Monthly Meeting - Tom & Michelle Smith hosting (Brenham, TX,  details in club email) 

¶ April 23 - 27, 2025 - SCVTR Regional Convention, Waco, TX  (Details in following pages) 

¶ May 1, 2025 - Battle of the Brits Charity Golf Tournament (Details in upcoming issues) 

¶ July 15 - 18, 2025 - VTR National Convention, La Crosse, WI  (Details in following pages) 

 

 

___ Monthly Meeting      ___ Driving Event      __ Car Show Event      __ Local Special Event  

http://www.texastriumphregister.org/upcoming-events/
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March 2025  2025 TTR Spring Autocross Challenge - March 15 

Date: 

Saturday, March 15, 2025 

 

Location: 

Houston Police Academy 

17000 Aldine Westfield (on the west side of IAH Bush Airport) 

 

Cost:  $30 per driver, TTR members, MG Club Members, and non-members  
 

Track: 

The track is a İ mile road course that the police use for high-speed training and is a safe way to have a lot of fun in your 
Triumph. We hope you will join us. This will be a relaxed and fun event for beginner and experienced autocrossers! 

Technically this is an autocross practice meaning there are no classes or trophies, however lap times will be captured for 
bragging rights! 
 

Time:  Arrive at 9:00 am for TECH INSPECTION and DRIVERS MEETING, First Car out around 9:30 am - 

Track closes at 4:00 pm 

Feel free to spend the whole day with us or just come for a few hours.  Cars will be grouped into ñheatsò meaning you will 
get 3 runs all within a 1 hour time period.  Your heat might be in the morning or the afternoon, if you have a preference 
let us know.  After all the heats, then you will have the opportunity to do all the extra runs if time allows.  

Triumphs and MGôs will all get their turn before other cars.  Other British cars and all lesser cars go last. 

 

Safety Requirements: 

Car:  Your car will have to pass a safety tech inspection, including: good brakes, tight wheel bearings, throttle return 
spring, good seat belts, battery strapped down, floor mats removed, nothing loose in the cockpit, etc. Generally if your 
car is safe for the road, itôs safe to autocross. 

Driver:  You must have a valid drivers license, sign a liability waiver, and wear a helmet.  Loaner helmets will be provid-
ed if you do not have one.  Of course itôs advised to have your own helmet so it will fit right and you can avoid sharing 
germs or sweat!  You can find lotôs of options online for as little as $30.  We recommend getting one with a rating of Snell 
SA2015 or newer. 

 

 

 

Food: 

Hot dogs, chips, and water will be provided.  
Feel free to bring your own  food, drinks, 
snacks, energy bars, etc. as preferred. 

 

Be sure to bring a chair and SUNSCREEN!   
 

Volunteers: 

Set up volunteers are needed, please 
arrive at 8:00 if you want to help. 

 

Questions and Registration: 

Ask Dusty.  281-871-9623  

nicholsondustin@yahoo.com 

mailto:nicholsondustin@yahoo.com
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2025 Bluebonnet Run 

 
Mark your calendars for March 22, 2025 when we 

leave for our annual Bluebonnet Run.  

 

This year we meet at Chick-fil-A located at 17430 

Northwest Freeway at 9:00 A.M. for coffee prior to 

leaving at 9:30 sharp. 

 

 

 

 

We then head Northwest to Bluebonnet country in and 

around the Chappell Hill and Brenham area. 

 

Once amongst the bluebonnets we stop by to view 

another species of flowers when we arrive at the 

Antique Rose Emporium to view their amazing display of 

flowers - most of which are available for purchase 

ladies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We then carry on to the òfield of dreamsó for a photo 

opõ of our cars, ourselves and of course the 

bluebonnets. Photographed courtesy of our club 

photographer John Hanten. 

From here we go to visit another form of 

transportation when we stop by the Brenham Fire 

Museum. 

 

Lunch stop is next at Los Cabos in Brenham. 

 
After lunch we head back into Houston and rumor has 

it we may find a winery on our way back.  

  

Happy Motoring, 

 

Mike. 

 

 

p.s. If you would like to join us please email me at  

 

mike.woodward@sbcglobal.net  
 

and include the make and model of the car you 
intend to drive, the number of people in your 

party and your mobile telephone number. 

2025 Bluebonnet Run - March 22    Overview 

mailto:mike.woodward@sbcglobal.net
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¢ƘŜ wŜŘ wƛǾŜǊ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ /ƭǳō ƛǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ нлнр {ƻǳǘƘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ±¢w wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ !ǇǊƛƭ но -нсΣ нлнр ƛƴ 

.ŜƭƭƳŜŀŘΣ ¢ŜȄŀǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ слǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǜƛǊŜ aYнΦ hǳǊ Ƙƻǎǘ ƘƻǘŜƭΣ ¢ƘŜ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ Lƴƴ ϧ {ǳƛǘŜǎΣ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ 

Ƨǳǎǘ мл ƳƛƭŜǎ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ²ŀŎƻΣ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ƻƴ L-орΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭ ƛǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻ- 

ǾƛŘŜǎ ǎǇŀŎƛƻǳǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƴƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƻƴǎƛǘŜ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΦ 
 

wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ I9w9 

2025 South Central 

Regionals 

April 23-26, 2025 

Bellmead, Texas 

wŜŘ wƛǾŜǊ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ нлнр wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭǎ 

hǳǊ CŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ aŀǊǉǳŜ 

/ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ слǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǜƛǊŜ aYнΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ 

{ǇƛǜƛǊŜǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘȅƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ-¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ ƛƴ мфрт ōȅ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊ DƛƻǾŀƴƴƛ 

aƛŎƘŜƭƻǩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǜƛǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴŘƻƴ aƻǘƻǊ {Ƙƻǿ ƛƴ мфснΦ Lǘ 

ǿŀǎ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ-¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ /ŀƴƭŜȅ ǿƻǊƪǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ 

отΣплф aYн ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ мфсп ǘƻ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфст 

²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ {ǘŀȅ 

¢ƘŜ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ Lƴƴ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ ϧ {ǳƛǘŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ 

ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǊƻƻƳǎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ ̧ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ 

ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƻǿ vw ŎƻŘŜ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪ ŀ ǊƻƻƳ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǊŜ- 

ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ōƭƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛŎƛƴƎΦ 

hǊ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ CǊƻƴǘ ŘŜǎƪΥ м-нрп-тфф- фффт 

 

IƻƭƛŘŀȅ Lƴƴ ϧ {ǳƛǘŜǎ ²ŀŎƻ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ 

мулм 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ .ƭǾŘ ²ŀŎƻΣ ¢ŜȄŀǎΣтстлр 
 

2025 SCVTR Regional Convention Information 

https://redrivertriumphclub.org/2025-scvtr-registration-page/
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March 2025  2025 VTR National Convention Information 

IƻǘŜƭ wŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴǎ ƴƻǿ hǇŜƴΗ 

ƘǘǘǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƳƴǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǎΦƻǊƎκǾǘǊнлнрκ   

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mntriumphs.org%2Fvtr2025%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cdb87950ec8cf42b67fd108dcdefbe1d1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638630420631649406%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJ
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March 2025  National Triumph Clubs 

.ŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ±¢w aŜƳōŜǊ 

The Vintage Triumph Register 
has its benefits.  A national 
club of Triumph enthusiasts 
spanning the globe needs you 
as a member.  Affiliate club 
membership is not an auto-
matic membership to VTR. 

Some of the benefits: 

¶ The Vintage Triumph Magazine - Our award-
winning bi-monthly color publication. 

¶ 2025VTR National Meet in La Crosse, WI 

¶ Access to a large number of local clubs. 

¶ Website with reference material and members-only 
sections covering all Triumph models. 

¶ Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B. 
(Factory trace documents on other Triumph models 
no longer available 

¶ Clothing, regalia, exclusive items 

¶ Specific vehicle consultants and experts 

¶ Discount on many parts and supplies at OôRiellyôs 

 

{ƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǾƛƴǘŀƎŜǘǊƛǳƳǇƘǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦƻǊƎ  

bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !Ŷƭƛŀǝƻƴǎ 

 

https://vintagetriumphregister.org/
http://www.vtr.org
http://www.triumphregister.com
http://www.6-pack.org
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CŜō мΣ нлнр 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - John Hanten 

YŀǘȅΣ ¢· 



 

 23 

 

March 2025  

CŜō уΣ нлнр 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - Diane Jolley 

aƛŘǘƻǿƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ IƻǳǎǘƻƴΣ ¢· 
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March 2025  

CŜō ннΣ нлнр 

Traveling Triumphs Breakfast Club 

Photos - Fred Wagner, John Hanten 

²Ŝǎǘ IƻǳǎǘƻƴΣ ¢· 
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hǇǝƻƴ 

hǇǝƻƴ 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ .ƛǘǎ ƻŦ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘΗ 
 Bits of Triumph was created so Triumph drivers and enthusiasts can share 

their passion for beloved vintage British  sportscars with Triumph regalia. 

Triumph pieces are created one at a time, so they can be customized. We 

can add your  name, car model and year to the shirts. Is there a better way 

to brag on your little British beauty? You can plan on sparking conversation 

with these shirts with strangers and fellow ôTriumph-ersõ alike when you 

wear gear celebrating these vintage cars. 

Iƻǿ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκ   ōƛǘǎƻƊǊƛǳƳǇƘΦŎƻƳ 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ²ȅƴƴŜƭƭ DƻǊƳŀƴ   
псф-оуо-нллф 

{Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜ vw ŎƻŘŜ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ 
ǘƘŜ .ƛǘǎ ƻŦ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 

Regalia - Bits of Triumph / Bluebonnet Archive 

For general TTR Regalia information, contact  

TTR Regalia Manager, James Moore. 

Thumb Drive Archive - purchase for $5 

Contact John Hanten at: jhanten@outlook.com 

.ƭǳŜōƻƴƴŜǘ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜ 

500+ issues from current back to March 1981. 

https://bitsoftriumph.com/
mailto:jhanten@outlook.com
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This month features recent Triumph TR3/3A/3B sales from Bring a Trailer website.  The site has additional sales 

information and detailed descriptions going back  six years.   

Recent Triumph Auction Activity 

https://bringatrailer.com/triumph/tr6/
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March 2025  TR6 Steering Wheel Rim Replacement 

Among the upgrades typically seen on a TR6 is a steer-

ing wheel swap.  The cars originally came with a black 

steering wheel, with vinyl wrapped around a ring of 

foam that enclosed the smaller steel rim.  The after-

market wood-rim wheels from Moto-lita and Tourist 

Trophy are attractive, and readily available from the 

major vendors.  However, the installation of these af-

termarket steering wheels requires an adapter to 

match the mounting hole pattern of the aftermarket 

wheels.   

 

For daily driving and club events, the nicely crafted 

aftermarket steering wheels work fine, and attract 

attention from people checking out the car.  However, 

for a serious concours enthusiast, the wood rim would 

result in a deduction for lack of originality, and a swap 

back to a stock vinyl steering wheel would be compli-

cated involving a reverse hub replacement. 

 

Nancy purchased her Java green TR6 back in 1976, 

used it as a daily driver for several years, and as a sec-

ondary vehicle after that.  The car was in Houston 

from 1982 ð 1987, and from 1992 until the present day.  

During those years the vehicle was garaged, but with-

out any climate control until 2015. During the summer, 

as any Houstonian will know, the inside garage tempera-

tures would routinely be over 100 degrees, slowly bak-

ing all the rubber suspension parts, the foam cushions 

in the seats, and in our case the foam around the 

steering wheel rim.  The foam had expanded and de-

tached from the rim yielding a squishy feel and impre-

cise handling when driving.  In addition, the steel 

spokes had become rusted in the relentless humidity 

that Houston is known for. 

 

I started restoring the car in 2011 after seeing the 

Triumphs at the National Convention in Breckenridge, 

CO.  One of the first of many upgrades was to swap the 

perished original steering wheel with a replacement 

from a donor car on eBay.  In this case the replacement 

was in great shape, was easily bolted on to the car, and 

has been in use for all driving events and many car 

shows since that time.  It is still in great shape, and we 

will continue to use it for concours events. 

 

However, we kept the original perished steering wheel, 

thinking there might be an upgrade path at some point.  

Last fall we saw a post on the VTR Facebook page 

showcasing a shop in Florida that did a lot of steering 

wheel restoration work, including adding a replacement 

wood rim to a perished vinyl/foam rim steering wheel.  

We contacted British Interiors in Tampa, FL, and 

worked out the details for restoring Nancyõs steering 

wheel.  We shipped out the old steering wheel, along 

with a glovebox door, to allow for matching the color 

and sheen of the replacement rim to the existing wood 

dashboard. 

Closeup of old steering wheel showing perished 
foam rim and rusted spokes 

Work in progress - stripping the old foam from 
the original rim. 

https://www.britishcarinteriors.com/index.php


 

 28 

 

March 2025  

 

The results are shown in the photos, and we are very 

impressed with the fit and finish of the replaced rim.  

The center spokes are polished and the woodwork is 

very precise including finger grips on the backside. 

Closer inspection reveals that the fabrication process 

entailed crafting two wood disks, front and back, that 

surround the center metal ring.  Each disk is made 

from six pieces of wood pieced together using finger 

joints.  

One nice touch is the addition of a black resin ring that 

provides a nice contrast against the natural wood. Be-

cause all of the metal parts are original to the car, it 

bolts on perfectly in a few minutes and can be swapped 

out quickly for the concours events.   

Overall a great result with a strong recommendation 

for  British Interiors in Tampa, FL.  

Polishing the rusted spokes to a high sheen.  The 
colored spots are reflections of signs in the shop. 

End result - color and sheen matched to dashboard 

Nancy installing the original wheel on her TR6 

As installed - ready to drive 

Story: John Hanten,  
Photos: John Hanten, Michael Ruckman (British Interiors) 

TR6 Steering Wheel Rim Replacement 
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{ǇƻƛƭŜǊ !ƭŜǊǘ - {ƻƭǳǝƻƴ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ 

TTR Puzzle Page  
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March 2025  TTR Puzzle Page  
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March 2025  

March - Back at the digital workbench working on an-

other newsletter after spending much of February in 

Egypt.  The trip was very interesting and included a 

number of bucket list items which arenõt particularly 

relevant for this column.  However, one of the sights 

and experiences that was not on a tour itinerary was 

the crazy traffic in Cairo. 

 

Cairo is a major city with an estimated (and growing) 

population of 25 million.  There are some major free-

ways as well as numerous large side arteries.  Most of 

the streets and highways had no lane markings, and 

none of them had traffic lights.  All of the vehicles 

had horns.  The traffic pattern was free-form with 

vehicles of all sizes (tour busses, Tuk-Tuks, and scads 

of motorcycles with helmetless riders) each jockeying 

for position on the road, and announcing intent with a 

blaring horn. On the side roads there was true jock-

eying for position with donkey carts and an occasional 

camel procession.  I came away with a healthy respect 

for the bus drivers and the traffic gauntlets they 

endure daily shuttling tourists around the vast city.  

Houston, with traffic as bad as it is, is very tame by 

comparison.  

 

Back to realityé.the turn-signal project on Nancyõs 

car reached a happy ending.  With the help of my 

trusty Fluke multimeter, I was able to trace the volt-

age to the respective bulbs and clean the contacts to 

assure a good signal. The problem was in the ground 

path (itõs always an electrical ground problem in 

LBCõsé).  The back bulbs are fairly straightforward, 

with a ground tab on the body that connects via wire 

to the taillight assembly. Cleaning the tab and the 

connector with emery paper and contact cleaner pro-

vided a good ground.  The front bulbs have a more 

complicated situation.  The ground circuit runs from 

the bulb, through the holder, to a pot-metal reflector 

unit, to a pot metal housing, to the bumper, and then 

to the frame.  The bolts that hold everything togeth-

er provide the continuity and they need clean contact 

with the metal pieces they are holding.  Following the 

guidance of Jerry Gruss, I took everything apart, 

cleaned each piece with emery cloth, steel wool, and 

contact cleaner, and re-assembled the components 

back into a complete assembly.  Violaé.it worked fine.  

Good light on all four corners, and a new flasher to 

finish the job. 
 

Iõll pick up the thread next month with stories from a 

busy March including the Spring Autocross Challenge 

event and the annual Bluebonnet Run. 

     

      jbh 

Idle Chatter - Words From the Editor 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ - aŀǊŎƘ нлмн 
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March 2025  For  Saleé... 

CƻǊ {ŀƭŜ - !ǿŀǊŘ ²ƛƴƴƛƴƎ мфтп ¢wс 

Summary 

 

Only 7,900 miles on 2015 HVDA 5 speed conversion 

and engine upgrade to estimated 125-135 hp. Over 

dozen 1st-3rd local to VTR (national: judged 390/400 

points, 2nd ) in class awards. Signal Red paint is still 

show-quality; beige interior and boot cover; limited 

miles since 2009 full ground-up restoration with 16ó 

Panasport alloys ($500 each); new tires in October 

2024 prior to 3 days 400+ miles trouble-free club 

driving tour. 

 

Similar examples sold for $35k-$36k in recent auc-

tions. Only $28,995 or best offer for quick sale to 

fellow enthusiasts before I send it to auction as we 

need to reduce/free-up storage for other car(s).  

 

Engine upgrade by 25-30 hp overall to an estimated 

125-130 hp (versus stock 104-106 hp); via total re-

build, fitting: higher (mid) performance cam, new en-

gine plugs, spark plugs, rockers, hardened seats, oil 

pump, fuel pump, belt, 20 over pistons; head shaved 

for CR and block modified to accept  the new pistons; 

added ceramic coated sump, high torque starter, glass 

pack exhaust, new shocks, other [new] parts; engine 

got two coats of both 500-degree primer and semi-

gloss paint.  

 

David   

 

djfowler713@gmail.com    or    

 

713-412-0661 mobile  (text or leave message) 

о - нлнр 


