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My pre-FOG Tour preparations on my TR6 be-

fore leaving for spring break in Canada and Se-
attle, respectively, has made for a hectic April 

schedule. Ninety-nine percent of the FOG prep 

has been done and with a few days before we 
depart, I believe I'm in good shape.  By the way, 

the trip to Canda and Seattle was great fun. 

Spring skiing in Whistler with my daughter, son-
in-law & granddaughter, and the time back in Se-

attle for Rose's big Fourth Birthday was won-

derful.   

 

Due to these travels, I was unable to attend this 

year's SCVTR Regionals with many of our mem-

bers and I understand I missed a terrific event. 
As usual, TTR brought home a boat load of 

awards from almost every competition event of 

the weekend. In addition, I understand that the 

infamous TTR Rubber Chicken had the oppor-
tunity to ride along with several of our members 

on the way to, during, and on the way home from 

Waco. Details of the entire Regional Event along 
with the chronicles of this well-traveled bird 

are in John's report later in this Bluebonnet. 

One award that I  especially want to applaud is 
the Gary Johnston Memorial Award. The presi-

dents of all the regionõs clubs voted to present 

the 2025 Award to Mike Rouse. Well deserved, 
Mike and congratulations.  

 

Those of you on Facebook know that it has algo-

rithms that detect your interests and feed you 
more stories about the topics youõve searched 

for or responded to. Perhaps, like me, some of 

you are the recipients of car related posts. Last 
week I started seeing stories about special cars 

that were part of famous peopleõs collections 

and was pleased to see that Clint Eastwood fa-
vored his 1955 TR3 over numerous other more 

exotic, but lesser cars in his garage. Pretty cool 

for a guy who made the 1972 Gran Torino fa-
mous.  

By the time you are reading this Bluebonnet the 

MG vs Triumph Charity golf tournament will have 

been contested and, hopefully, your TR team will 
have prevailed. More to come on that story and 

the Charity to which the winning team plans to 

donate the proceeds.  

From the President é  
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May 2025  Tales of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 

Some readers may recall some of my first submissions 

to this award-winning newsletter. Unsolicited entries, 

prior to my unofficial failed goal of including field pic-

tures with members, typically involved my restoration 

efforts of our TR3. The paint process, or saga, was 

written about more than once. A song was (re)written 

that accompanied the picture of our smiling faces on 

the cover of Rolling Stone. I sent a copy to my mother.  

 

Recently, while parked at breakfast, I was reminded of 

my paint saga. Someone managed to inflict damage to 

our TR3 fender, without bothering to take credit for 

it. The damage was localized to only one fender, but 

was significant enough that it caused the tire to rub 

inside the fender well. My paint saga would continue. 

First, I should have filed a police report within 24 

hours. Then there would have been no cost to me to 

have it repaired. Estimates for repairs needed to be 

done. The estimates needed to be more than the de-

ductible, or I would receive no compensation. Not only 

is my deductible very high, our TR3 has only had work 

done by me. I was not about to let one fender break 

that trend. My paint saga would have to continue. 

 

I tried levering the dent out, with very little success. 

To facilitate bending the fender back into shape, I re-

moved it from the car. Using a hammer and dolly, the 

fender took shape relatively quickly. Anywhere the 

metal creased significantly (by the impact, or by re-

shaping it), the paint and/or filler cracked. The com-

promised paint and filler were removed with 80 grit  
 

sandpaper, down to clean bare metal. Fresh base coat 

(color) paint does not adhere well to old clear coat. The 

remaining clear coat on the rest of the fender was re-

moved with 180 grit sandpaper.  

 

Two initial heavy coats of epoxy primer were applied to 

facilitate good bonding for the filler since filler bonds 

better to primer than to bare metal. Then (filler) glaz-

ing compound with 180 grit sandpaper was used to fill 

slight dents (up to 1/8ó) and body imperfections. The 

whole fender was block sanded again with 180 grit 

sandpaper while checking for problems. Again, two 

coats of epoxy primer were applied. White primer is 

required because the color is very light, and any darker 

primer (or colored filler) will show shadows in the fin-

ished paint, as I learned in an earlier chapter of this 

saga.  

Jerry at 61 going on 62 (speed and age)  wonder-
ing where he left his windscreen 

Dang ding - parked too close Fender removed from the car 
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By this point, the òbody workó portion is done. Already, 

any small dents or imperfections have been found and 

repaired. Some are too small to see, but can be felt by 

sliding a thin rag across the surface. I slid a thin piece 

of cellophane wrap to find several areas that would 

have been more easily noticed after the fender was 

waxed. It is hard to imagine how well the fender will 

look when it is back on the car, but it needs to perfect-

ly match the color, gloss, and finish of the rest of the 

car -and hopefully be devoid of dents. 

The primed fender was again block sanded with 220 

grit sandpaper. Unfortunately, I sanded thru the pri-

mer in a few spots and needed to apply 2 more coats of 

white primer. The primer was then wet block sanded 

with 400 grit sandpaper. Next, at least 3 run-free, 

even coats of color will be applied, immediately fol-

lowed by at least 3 even, run-free coats of clear-coat. 

Any errors will require sanding the error off and start-

ing over. After the paint process is complete, the ôcolor 

sandingõ portion can begin. 

ôColor sandingõ is a process designed to make us nonpro-

fessionals realize our ability to fail. The goal is to 

ôfinishõ the paint process. Clear coat is sprayed atop the 

color, but because of numerous reasons, clear coat 

hardens unevenly on the surface. The term ôorange peelõ 

best describes the appearance of the finished sprayed 

clear coat. ôColor sandingõ is intended to level the im-

perfect surface. It takes a shiny but rough surface and 

turns it into a flat dull surface. I start with wet 600 

grit, and flexible block, processing the whole fender 

before repeating with, 1000, 1500 and finally 2000 

grit. Then a buffer is used with rubbing compound. The 

buffer is used again with polishing compound. Then the 

fender can be bolted back on the car, and eventually be 

waxed. When you are near the end of the process sand-

ing with 2000 grit sandpaper, and you make the mistake 

of sanding all the way thru the clear, or color, you will 

realize that you need to start over with the paint pro-

cess. The paint saga is a very unforgiving process.  

If you intend to park next to some precious little car, 

take a few seconds to be sure you are not going to hit 

it. It could save someone a lot of time. If you do hap-

pen to bump into a neighboring car, take a few minutes 

and find the owner. Look him in the eye and give the 

owner a chance to forgive you. Otherwise, you may nev-

er have the chance to be forgiven. The next time you 

see our TR3, I hope you cannot tell which fender has 

had recent work done. My paint saga continues. 

      Jer 

Primer coat finished, ready for color coat 

Tales of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 

Filler coats finished 

Block sanded fender 
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The featured Triumph for this yearõs Regional 

Convention was the Spitfire MK2, celebrating its 60th 

Anniversary. It was styled for Standard-Triumph in 

1957 by Italian designer Giovanni Michelotti and the 

Spitfire was introduced at the London Motor Show in 

1962. It was manufactured at the Standard-Triumph 

Canley works, with approximately 37,409 MK2 being 

produced between December 1964 to January 1967 

The host hotel was a medium-sized convention facility 

with a restaurant, ballroom, and other facilities to host 

an event of this type. 

  

The overall schedule is shown at right, with the first 

scheduled event being the Gimmick Rallye on Thursday 

morning.  The last scheduled event was the Awards 

Banquet on Saturday night. 

  

 

 

 

 

Spitfire MK2 - featured marque 

2025 Event Logo 

The 2025 VTR South Central Regional Convention was 

held from April 23 - 27 in Bellmead, TX, with the 

Holiday Inn functioning as the host hotel.  The host 

club for this yearõs event was the  Dallas Area Red 

River Triumph Association. 
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Wednesday  

  

Most of the TTR contingent travelled via a caravan 

from Houston that included five cars traveling ~ 155 

miles from the meet-up location near Houston. A sixth 

car was scheduled to participate but was temporarily 

delayed with a technical problem that was resolved. 

The caravan headed out in a steady rainstorm up 

Highway 290, and then turned north on Highway 6 

for a clean route phase College Station up to Waco and 

then Bellmead. 

 

The group stopped for lunch at CJ BBQ in Bryan, TX 

where the group met up with Clark and Jane 

McKinley.  The restaurant is a classic Texas BBQ 

format with a menu featuring meat plates or 

sandwiches.   

  

 

 

After lunch, the caravan, now with five Triumphs 

(including three on trailers) continued the drive to 

Bellmead, arriving shortly after 3:00 providing plenty 

of time to unload the trailers, scope out the hotel, and 

get registered for the event. The official Welcome 

Party was scheduled for Thursday, so dinner was on 

your own.  The TTR group made plans to head to a well-

known Waco restaurant for dinner. 

 

 

 

 

Rainy morning meet-up 

Route Map 

Lunch location in Bryan 

TTR travelers - now a five car caravan 
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Hotel Layout 

 

The hotel layout included a large registration area that 

was also home to the Silent Auction, the vendor tables, 

and the Craft/Model/Photo displays.  The host club 

provided assorted chips and snacks, fresh popcorn, and 

bottled water.  

Welcome to Bellmead 

Host hotel - Holiday Inn, Bellmead 

Trailer parking - on street in front of hotel 

Registration team 

Afternoon registration 

Bits of Triumph vendor display 
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Dinner was at òGeorgesó a well-known Waco Tex-Mex 

restaurant featuring five famous Georgeõs on the 

outside wall.  The food was reasonable with very large 

portions including a plate-sized chicken-fried steak 

ordered by one of the group.  

South Central VTR active clubs 

Craft / model / photo display area 

Mike Sabelhaus at LiteZupp 

Silent auction items 

Six Georges mural on Georgeõs restaurant 

TTR group at Georgeõs 

Randy with the mega chicken-fried steak 
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Thursday 

 

Breakfast Run 

 

Thursday kicked off with a Breakfast Run to one of 

three venues arranged by the organizers.  This 

reporter, and several other TTR members, headed out 

to the Waco Waffle Co., an upscale boutique waffle 

restaurant situated in a restored New-England barn 

facility.   

2025 VTR South Central Regionals 

Arrival at Waco Waffle Co. 

Early morning Triumph caravan 

Roundup for the breakfast run 

Restored old building with modern touches 

Inside the building, the beams are from 1790s 

Breakfast on the back porch 
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Gimmick Rallye  

 

The scheduled event for Thursday was the Gimmick 

Rallye, which was offered again on Friday.  Several TTR 

members participated, and the general report was that 

it was a very difficult event.  Generally, Gimmick 

Rallyes are designed with a set of driving instructions 

interspersed with questions that are answered 

sequentially by looking for answers along the driving 

route.  If there is a missed clue, it will become obvious, 

and participants can backtrack to look for the missing 

answer. 

 

In this event, however, the twenty-six answers were 

separated from the driving instructions, and were not 

in any particular order.  When starting out, the 

competing team must scan the roadside looking for 

possible answers to all of the twenty-six questions, and 

then continue scanning for twenty-five, etc.  It is 

possible, and likely, that the team will arrive at the end 

of the driving course without finding all the 

answers.  In addition, the final answer sheet required 

that all the answers be ordered sequentially as they 

were found along the drive.  Many participants 

completed the drive, and then spent hours of additional 

time checking the answers and the route map through 

Waco to fine tune the results. 

 

 

Stetson Hunt 

 

An interesting addition to this yearõs event was the 

Stetson Scavenger Search.  This event was a walking 

scavenger hunt to collect the most miniature Stetsons 

that were hidden like Easter eggs around the hotel and 

parking areas.  According to the organizer, there were 

302 miniature Stetsons deployed in multiple colors, 

with prizes for collecting the most, and a prize for 

finding the special òGolden Stetsonó. 

 

Storm 

 

There was a storm alert for the Waco area starting 

early afternoon, and the forecasters got it right.  At 

about two in the afternoon, the skies darkened and the 

clouds opened up dropping about 2ó of rain in an 

Hidden Stetson ready to be collected 

Sallie Rouse working on Gimmick Rallye answers 

Miniature Stetsons - assorted sizes and colors 
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hour.  There were associated strong wind gusts that 

drove the horizontal rain into, and through, the entry 

doors to the hotel. Just prior to the deluge, several 

Triumph owners raced out to put covers over their cars 

to provide some protection.  One owner put a 

waterproof tarp over a top-down roadster, only to 

come back later and find out that the tarp had 

functioned as a rainwater collector holding many gallons 

of water. The owner bailed out the water and 

proceeded to put the top up on the roadster, getting 

drenched in the process.  The weather sites reported  

two inches of rainfall in one hour! 

 

Waterproof tarp functioning as rain collector 

Horizontal rain flooded the hotel entryway 

Screenshot of weather radar - Waco is the blue dot Massive downpour - 2ó per hour 

Storm clouds rolling through early afternoon 
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After the storm blew through, things dried out quickly 

and people resumed their activities of hanging out, 

searching for Stetsons, socializing in the parking lot, or 

getting theirs inspected for the autocross event on 

Saturday. 

Route 66 Talk 

 

Later in the day was a travelogue presentation by Dave 

Northrup of the Central Oklahoma Club.  Dave has 

traveled extensively on Route 66 and put together a 

slide show and narrative covering one segment of Route 

66 through Oklahoma, showing landmarks and features, 

and interesting stories about the history of the famous 

roadway.  This was well done, and a nice informative 

break prior the Welcome Reception. 

  

Welcome Reception 

 

The welcome reception was held in the hallway and 

breakout room adjacent to the registration area.  The 

reception featured hot appetizers and a cash 

bar.  There was some entertainment provided by Dave 

Massey, a well-known member from the St. Louis club, 

with his bagpipes.  I recall first seeing (and hearing) 

Dave at the VTR National event in Santa Rosa, CA in 

2013. 

Dave Northrup - òA TR6 on Route 66ó 

Welcome reception setup Autocross safety inspection in the hotel parking lot 

Chatting in the hotel parking lot 

Hanging out in the hotel lobby 
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Dave Massey (St. Louis Club) with his bagpipes 

TTR group at the welcome reception Plenty of food at the buffet 

Welcome reception in the hallway 
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Friday 

  

The primary event on Friday was the Concours show, 

located in a large parking lot at the Texas State 

Technical College campus in Waco, a few miles from the 

hotel. There were about 60 cars at the event 

representing most of the Triumph classes.  The field 

was dominated by TR6 models, with a few Spitfires, 

three TR3s, one TR2, and no Stags.  The skies were 

overcast, but the rain held off and provided an 

enjoyable morning viewing classic cars.  Many of the 

cars had competed in previous events, but there were a 

few spectacular new restorations that caught the eyes 

of many of the participants as well as the judges.  The 

event concluded shortly after noon, with participants 

returning to the hotel, taking on the Gimmick Rallye, or 

doing some independent shopping or touring. 

2025 VTR South Central Regionals 

Rows of Triumphs, and judging underway Row of TR4s and TR6s 

Concours judging tent 
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 Friday dinner drive 

 

The host club had arranged for five dinner drives on 

Friday.  Two of the drives were fully subscribed and 

the remaining participants chose from the remaining 

venues.. 

Dinner venue - Cricketõs Draft House Grill 

Gathering for the dinner run 

Judges return for possible òBest of Showó 

Concours TR2 and TR3s 

Triumph Vitesse - Sports 6 equivalent overseas 

Triumph Sports 6 

Large seating area for the group 
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Saturday 

  

Saturdayõs driving events included the Autocross and 

the Funkhana.  

  

Autocross 

 

The Autocross venue was in a public parking lot in 

downtown Waco.  The relatively small lot made for a 

tight course layout, consisting of two loops, with the 

last loop exiting to the finish gate.  The driverõs 

meeting was scheduled for 9:00, but some external 

complications pushed the start time back a bit.  First, 

non-Autocrossing Regionals participant tripped and 

took a nasty fall in the parking lot.  The Waco EMT was 

dispatched, and they summoned an ambulance to bring 

the patient to the hospital for observation. Second, 

even though the parking lot had been blocked off with 

cones during the night, several cars were parked in the 

middle of the course.  Several floor jacks and wheel 

dollies were located, and the vehicles were safely 

moved to the perimeter of the course. 

 

Following the driverõs meeting, there was a walk-

through to familiarize the drivers with the difficult 

course, and then the competition started.  The drivers 

were separated into four heats, with an allotted four 

runs per heat.  The layout of the course mandated only 

one car on the track at a time, but overall the pace was 

brisk.  Average good times were ~ 30 seconds, with 

most of the cars staying in first gear throughout the 

course. 

 

A bad fall in the parking lot brought the EMT unit 

Ruth Josey conducting the driverõs meeting 

Driver walk through on the tight course 

Relocating a car that was blocking the course Loaner helmets and water for the participants 

2025 VTR South Central Regionals 
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John Barrett Bryan Roy 

Nancy Money Autocross timing tent 

2025 VTR South Central Regionals 

Len Myers Louise Carter 
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Marvin the Martian at the Funkhana 

Funkhana 

  

The Funkhana event was held in a smaller parking 

adjacent to the Autocross event.  The overall theme 

was òTriumphs in Spaceó to recognize the recent 

merger of Space T and Lucas.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The stops on the Funkhana course included going to the 

moon, mars, and landings.  Numerous Triumphs were 

spotted with large foam rocket engines on the bonnets 

of their cars.  Unfortunately, due to a conflict with 

autocross duties, the TTR photographer was not able 

to capture any photos of the event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Hour 

 

Before the Award Banquet there was the customary 

Happy Hour to unwind and recap the event with old and 

new friends. 

2025 VTR South Central Regionals 

Triumphs in Space Leny Myers, Randy DeRuiter, and Mike Rouse 

Jane McKinley and Nancy Money 

Pre banquet social hour 



 

 21 

 

May 2025  

Awards Banquet 

  

The Dinner and Awards Banquet was held in a ballroom 

of the Holiday Inn hotel. The event began with a cash 

bar and socializing, then moved to seated served dinner 

followed by the awards program. The thirteen TTR 

attendees were spread out across three tables. 

  

TTR participants made many trips to the awards 

podium, with members bringing back awards in 

Funkhana, Gimmick Rallye, autocross, concours (both 

judged and participants choice), and craft / model / 

photo events.  

 Spirit of Texas Triumph Award 

  

In 2016, the Red River Triumph Club created the 

òspirit of Texas Triumphó award to honor the memory 

of Millie Rose Philips, who was a strong supporter and 

officer of the Red River Club.  The criteria include: 

female; past or present club office holder; active 

Triumph promoter; and willingness to help and support 

others.  The 2025 award was presented to Barbara 

Kramer, a longtime member of the Hill Country Triumph 

Club and organizer of the Texas All British Car Days 

event.  

 

Gary Johnston Award 

  

The Gary Johnston award was created in memory of 

Texas Triumph Register member Gary Johnston, who 

died in a plane crash in 1992.  The perpetual award is 

presented annually to the Triumph owners who best 

exemplifies the spirit of Gary Johnston.  The regional 

award is determined by the presidents of the regional 

clubs using criteria including: club membership; 

Regional and National meet attendee; does most of own 

work on car; and participation in other driving 

events.  The 2025 award was presented by TTR VP ð 

Local Events, David Fowler, to Mike Rouse who has 

been active in TTR for over ten years, was a former 

Special Events VP of the club and is the current 

Treasurer. He is a well-known and regular participant at 

VTR Regional Events with his TR4 and TR6 Triumphs. 

The announcement was met with a strong ovation. 

Another Table of TTR attendees 

Gary Johnston Award recipient Mike Rouse 

2025 VTR South Central Regionals 

TTR attendees at the award banquet 
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TTR Awards at 2025 Regional Event 

 

Craft / Photo / Model Event Awards 

Craft Event ï Mike Rouse ï 1
st
 Place  (tie) 

 

Driving Event Awards 

Funkhana Event ï Dusty & Thomas Nicholson ï 3
rd
 Place 

Gimmick Rallye - Allison & David Fowler - 2
nd
 Place 

Autocross ï LSS Class ï Nancy Money ï 1
st
 Place 

Autocross ï LSX Class ï Louise Carter ï 2
nd
 Place 

Autocross ï LSX Class ï Ella Nicholson ï 1
st
 Place 

Autocross ï TS Class ï Myles Woodward ï 2
nd
 Place 

Autocross ï SM Class ï Bryan Roy ï 3
rd
 Place 

Autocross ï SX Class ï David Fowler ï 3
rd
 Place 

Autocross ï SX Class ï Dusty Nicholson ï 1
st
 Place 

Autocross - Ladies Fastest Time of Day - Ella Nicholson 

 

Participantôs Choice / Concours Awards 

Participantôs Choice ï TR3 Class ï Clark McKinley ï 1
st
 Place 

Participantôs Choice ï TR6 Class ï Mike Rouse ï 1
st
 Place  (tie) 

Participantôs Choice - Best of Show - Clark McKinley 

Concours - Early TR6 Class - Dusty Nicholson - 3
rd
 Place 

Concours - Vitesse Class - John Barrett - 1
st
 Place 

Concours - Touring Early TR6 Class - David Fowler - 2
nd
 Place 

Concours - Touring Late TR6 Class - Bryan Roy - 2
nd
 Place 

Concours - Modified Prepared TR6 Class - Len Myers - 2
nd
 Place 

Concours ï Preservation Class ï Nancy Money ï Preservation Award 

Concours ï Preservation Class ï Dusty Nicholson ï Preservation Award 

 

Special Convention Award 

Gary Johnston Award - Mike Rouse 

 

 

A TTR total of 21 Awards for Individual events, plus the Gary Johnston 

Memorial Award.   Well done TTR!! 

2025 VTR South Central Regionals 
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Back Row: John Hanten, Bryan Roy, Nancy Money, John Barrett, Sallie Rouse, Val DeRuiter, Randy DeRuiter,  

Front Row: Clark McKinley, Myles Woodward, Mike Rouse, Len Myers, David Fowler, Allison Fowler 

2025 VTR South Central Regionals 

Mike & Sallie Rouse Banquet and Award Room 
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Sunday 

  

On Sunday, a small Houston caravan departed at 9:00 

to begin the return 155 mile journey back to the 

Houston area.  The selected route included Highway 6 

and then Highway 290, retracing the route of the 

Wednesday caravan. There were a few glitches that 

made for an interesting drive that are described in the 

addendum story. 

 

Overall Summary 

  

Overall, this was a tightly planned and well-executed 

event, particularly and a fun return to Waco, host city 

of the event in 2013. The host club members were all 

friendly and helpful, the venue was very nice, and the 

local roads for the driving events were a delight to 

navigate in a Triumph. Although there was a forecast 

for a lot of rain, the actual rain was limited to the 

downpour on Thursday afternoon.  Event Chairperson 

Dave Pilcher recognized all of the many Red River club 

members that chaired the many teams needed to 

produce this event.  

 

 

 

At the Awards Banquet the announcement was made 

that the 2025 Regionals Event will be hosted by the 

Hill Country Triumph Club in Marble Falls, TX., with a 

date to be announced shortly. 

  

 

TTR caravan ten miles outside of Waco 

TTR magnet logo on tow SUV 

Story:  John Hanten, David Fowler 

Photos:  John Hanten, David Fowler, Sallie Rouse, Nancy Money, Clark McKinley 

2025 VTR South Central Regionals 

Event Chairperson - Dave Pilcher 
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Beginning in 2025, TTR has had a Rubber Chicken 

travelling trophy awarded to the most recent owner of 

a Triumph that has suffered a breakdown on a TTR 

driving event. 

 

Prior to the start of the Regionals Trip the award was 

firmly in the possession of John Barrett for his 

starting system failure on his Sports 6 at the start of 

the Polar Bear Run. 

 

The Regionals Trip provided many opportunities to 

òpass the chickenó due to a variety of calamities during 

the event. 

 

The chicken was owned by John Barrett UNTIL: 

 

The driver wiper arm flew off Len Myers TR6 on 

the way to the meet-up point.  Fellow TTR member 

Dave Smith was at the meet-up point to see the 

group off, and he went back to his house nearby to 

cannibalize his TR6 for a loaner wiper arm for Len.  

The chicken was owned by Len Myers UNTIL: 

 

David Fowlerõs TR6 began to experience throttle 

control issues believed to be related to the cruise 

control system.  The problem was quirky enough 

that David returned to his house to sort out the 

issue, and then drove up to Waco (with the virtual 

chicken) 

 

The chicken was owned by David Fowler UNTIL: 

 

Clark McKinleyõs TR3 fanbelt drive pulley at the end 

of the crankshaft self-destructed while returning 

from the Concours event.  Clark described an 

explosive noise with subsequent loss of electrical 

output and overheating.  He limped to the hotel and 

put the car on his trailer for the duration of the 

Regionals.  The editor calculated that the rim of 

the pulley was spinning about 45 MPH when it 

separated. 

 

 

The chicken was owned by Clark Mckinley UNTIL: 

 

Myles Woodwardõs TR4 fuel pump failed at the 

autocross event.  A general call for assistance was 

put out at the Awards Banquet, which produced a 

loaner, but was replaced by a new electric fuel 

pump to bypass the failed mechanical pump. 

2025 VTR South Central Regionals - epilog 

Len Myerõs TR6 with missing wiper arm 

Remains of Clark McKinleyõs crankshaft pulley  
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May 2025  2025 VTR South Central Regionals - epilog 

The chicken was owned by Myles Woodward UNTIL: 

 

Len Myerõs TR6 developed a massive oil leak from 

the oil cooling system, managing to blow out five 

quarts of oil ten miles outside of Waco on the 

return trip. A sudden drop in oil pressure caused 

Len to pull over and save his engine. This breakdown 

required a òtrailer saveó, and Mike Rouseõs TR6 was 

offloaded from his trailer to give Lenõs TR6 a lift 

back to Houston.  

The chicken was owned by Len Myers UNTIL: 

 

Myles Woodwardõs TR4 suffered a broken fanbelt a 

few miles later.  With no spare available, and no 

likelihood of sourcing an unusual sized fanbelt on 

Sunday, twenty miles outside of Waco, the òtrailer 

saveó option was chosen a second time.  Nancy 

Moneyõs TR6 was offloaded from her trailer and 

Myleõs TR4 was loaded for the road back to 

Houston. 

 

The rest of the trip back to Houston was without 

incident, and a good thingé...we were all out of trailers. 

 

And so, the TTR rubber chicken got passed around like 

a working voltmeter at a Lucas factory annual picnic! 

 

There should be a suitable ceremonial passing of the 

chicken to Myles at the next 

monthly meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

Crankcase oil - good to the last drop 

Mike Rouse in the Trailer Rescue yoga position 

Myles Woodwardõs TR4 in the 2nd Trailer Rescue 
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May 2025  

The April monthly meeting was held on April 12, 2025, at the home of Mike and Sallie Rouse. TTR VP-Events Mike 
Woodward called the meeting to order at 3:02, thanked Mike and Sallie for hosting the meeting, and thanked 
Fred Wagner and John Baguley for the Zoom arrangements. There were 22 in-person attendees, 29 proxy votes, 
and three Zoom attendees for a total of 54, constituting a quorum for club business.    
 
Approval of Minutes ð M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last Bluebonnet 
newsletter. 

 

Membership Report ð Mike Hado ð reported the current membership is 205, tying an old record.  He brought the 
list of members that have yet to pay.  Mike introduced new members Mitchell Decuire and Irene Cantu, rejoining 
TTR after about 40 years. 
 

Treasurerõs Report ð Mike Rouse - reported inflows, outflows, and end of month / year balance.  Mike also 
reported that the club had obtained additional information regarding a charity donation for TTR Member Arthur 
Petri, who passed away in March. After reading four charities named in Arthurõs obituary, Mike recommended a 
donation of $250 (the standard club amount) to the ThriveWell Cancer Foundation in San Antonio, TX. There was 
M/S/A to approve the donation as recommended. 
 

Regalia - James Moore ð reported that almost all regalia items are available online as reported in the Bluebonnet.  
James has some physical grill badges, and license plate frames on ordered.  John Hanten ð reported there are new 
Bluebonnet Archive thumb drives available, as well as TR6 windscreen protectors.    
 
IT ð no report 
 
Breakfasts ð no update this meeting. 
 
Special Events 
 
¶ SCVTR Regional Event ð David Fowler ð reviewed the dates for the event, and the possibility of 

organizing a caravan. 

 

¶ Corinthian Vintage Car Racing Event ð David Fowler ð reported there will be an event nearby on April 27, 

in Angleton, TX.  Details are available on the Houston MG Club website. 

 

¶ Golf Tournament ð David Fowler ð reported that the annual golf tournament is scheduled for May 1.  

Details with direct links for registration are in the latest Bluebonnet. 

 

¶ Bush Library Driving Event ð David Fowler ð reported that plans are underway for a guided drive to the 

Bush Library on May 22.  More details will be provided later. 

 

¶ Houston All British Car Day event ð David Fowler ð reported the event is scheduled for October 4, 

2025, at a new venue.  More details will be provided later. 

 

¶ Fall Autocross Challenge ð David Fowler ð reported that the fall challenge will be on October 18, 2025, at 

the Police Academy track. 

 

¶ Safety Inspection Event ð Mike Woodward ð reported that a special safety inspection event was recently 

completed for the MG Club.  Mike reported the success of the event in identifying safety issues, and 

related that a similar event could be conducted for the TTR if there is interest. 

TTR Meeting Minutes for April 
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May 2025  

¶ Holiday Party ð Pru Gruss ð Reported that planning is underway for the 2025 Holiday Party.  It will be at 

the Haywire Restaurant on Dec. 7, 2025.  There was M/S/A to approve a $500 advance to Pru to secure 

the reservation at the venue.  More details will be available later in the year. 

 
New Business 

 
¶ TTR Officer Nominations ð Mike Woodward - reminded attendees that the slate of all officers for the 

next year is presented at the April meeting.  The slate as presented includes: 

 
 ̄ President - Hal Sharp 

 ̄ VP Special Events ð Mike Woodward 

 ̄ VP Local Events  -  David Fowler 

 ̄ Treasurer -  Mike Rouse 

 ̄ Secretary -  John Hanten 

 ̄ Membership / Historian ð Mike Hado 

 ̄ Web Master -  Bob Pennington 

 ̄ Newsletter Editor ð John Hanten 

 ̄ Breakfast Coordinator ð John Barrett 

 ̄ Regalia Manager -  Open   (James Moore is stepping down) 
 

After some general discussion, Marie Hado volunteered to step into the open Regalia Manager position. 
 
There was M/S/A to approve the full slate as presented. 

 
 

¶   2025 Monthly Meeting Hosts 
 

 ̄May ð Mike and Stephanie Woodward 

 ̄June ð David and Zora Bryant (volunteered at the meeting) 

 ̄July ð Hal and Debbie Sharp 

 ̄August ð Open 

 ̄September ð Jeff Dade 

 ̄October ð Mike and Marie Hado 

 ̄November ð Len Myers 

 ̄December ð held in conjunction with the TTR Holiday Party 

 ̄Contact Hal Sharp if you would like to volunteer to host a meeting in 2025.  
 
 

¶ Join VTR ð Mike Woodward ð encouraged members to join the VTR to support the national club and 

receive discounts at OõReillyõs auto parts store. 

 
¶ Round Robin ð Mike Woodward ð facilitated a brief ice-breaking round robin by having attendees identify 

themselves and the Triumph(s) they are driving or working on. 

 
Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:49.  Minutes recorded and edited by John Hanten. 

 

(M/S/A =   motion made / seconded / approved ) 

TTR Meeting Minutes for April 
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May 2025  

Meeting Hosts - Sallie & Mike Rouse 

April Monthly Meeting Photos 
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May 2025  April Monthly Meeting Photos 
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May 2025  

Photos - John Hanten 

April Monthly Meeting Photos 
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May 2025  Member News - Mike Hado 

 

New (Returning) Members: 

Mitchell Decuire and Irene Cantu, Houston, TX ð 1973 Blue Stag 

 
 

 
TTR Birthdays for May 

 

Ray Barth 5 

Mary Jo Coselli 5 

Andra Huber 5 

Gretchen Pindell 5 

Lisa Daves 6 

Donna Liversidge 6 

Terri Bigsby 7 

Kim Kanyuck 8 

Jim Pivirotto 8 

Sam Jeffries 9 

Tonda Macy 9 

Diane Pivirotto 9 

Bill Ebanks 11 

Thomas Burbank 16 

Joe Nightingale 16 

Sherri Wasilewski 21 

Steve Drake 22 

Evan Pyles 22 

Jeff Kaiser 25 

Isabel Astorga 26 

Felipe Flores 26 

Paul Azgour 27 

Rebecca Bach 27 

Tamatha Clark 27 

Jennifer Vukelich (VA) 27 

Wendy Maboudian 28 

Brenda Noll 28 

Ricky Roberts 28 

Jeff Harris 30 

Belinda Charpentier 31 

Annette Ebanks 31 

1974 TR6 reference engine photo - concours authenticity resource 


