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Greetings TTR Nation. The Dog Days of summer are 
indeed upon us and I, for one, have been holding up in 
my garage when we have not been traveling to cooler 
climates.  

 

That brings me to the story of what Iõm doing to / with 
my TR6 these days.  You may recall from my June BB 
column that the numerous days of rain on the FOG Tour 
gave my car quite a soaking.  I pulled the seats and all 
the carpeting & pads out, and then left town for most 
of June and part of July and it has been sitting wide 
open since then. With that much time to contemplate a 
few interior projects that Iõve put off over the years, 
I have determined that now is the time to take them 
on.  During the last few days of the Tour, I also devel-
oped a significant oil leak that required a quart each 
morning for breakfast. YIKES!  With Jerry Grussõs 
keen investigative skills we traced the oil issue to the 
need to re-torque the oil pan bolts and the spin on oil 
filter adaptor. The road test is yet to be done to veri-
fy the success of these moves. 

 

The easy tasks on my list included adding a layer of 
Hush Mat and adjusting the bucket seat rails for my 
Miata seats. The remaining tasks were more difficult. 
For years I have known that the ventilation scuttle did 
not drain properly so I have blocked it off with a sheet 
of plastic. Upon investigation, I determined that the 
passenger side drain tube had no drain hose to send 
water to the exterior. That led me to remove the front 
wheel well access panels to accommodate installation of 
a proper drain hose that sends water to the exterior. 
Even though the driverõs side had a hose, it dumped 
water inside the fender and interior kick panel wall. 
Even though, in theory, that space has weep holes, they 
were showing signs of being clogged with dirt and other 
stuff that created an open invitation to rust.  

 

The last and most challenging task is the rebuild of my 
heater/defroster. Fortunately, Tim Maxwell is under-
taking the same task these days so he is my òcanary in 
the coal mineó. So far, I have the unit 90% disconnect-
ed and drained and hope to have the remaining things 
done after one more garage session. Jerry Gruss has 
agreed to help me analyze the condition and, based on 
his recent work on Timõs heater, will prescribe a reme-
dy for the rebuild. A cross reference for this work is 
also an article that Karl Rettenmaier wrote about per-
forming this rebuild on one of his TRs a few years 
back.  

 

Iõm sure none of you have experienced a task list of 
jobs on your TRs that takes on a life of its own as it 
grows and grows, so I hope you can relate to this litany 
from my garage. The other point I hope it emphasizes 
is the value that we have in TTR of our fellow members 
and friends who share their stories and expertise that 
help us all improve our LBCs to become better cars 
than they were when they left the assembly lines.  

 

Congratulations go out to Mike & Sallie Rouse, John 
Hanten & Nancy Money, and John & Liz Reynolds for 
making the trek to VTR Nationals in July. Johnõs report 
on the event is in the following pages of this issue. All 
of you are truly Road Warriors. 

 

Speaking of VTR Nationals, the 2026 VTR National 
Convention is in Kerrville, TX, and reservations are al-
ready being accepted for the convention and the hotel. 
See the flyer in this Bluebonnet and make your reser-
vations. Nationals in Texas is one that TTR should show 
up for in big numbers.  

 

Hot weather wonõt last much longer so get those Tri-
umphs ready for the Open Road. 

 

Cheers,  

From the President é  

 



 

 5 

 

August  2025  Tales of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 

Today I am going to not quite introduce a new mem-
ber to our club. He may have joined by now, but may-
be not. He lives in town and owns a yellow Spitfire 
1500 that was produced in May of 1979. He has two 
of them. I am told they are identical, even in color. 
The second car was towed into his yard and is 
wrapped in tarps so tightly it looks as if it might be 
worth something -but it was not running when 
parked. The first Spitfire was used as a daily driver, 
slowly drifting away from being reliable transporta-

tion, and eventually relegated to sitting under a tarp 
in the back yard. The owner has no memory of why it 
was eventually parked, but his twenty-year-old son 
has never seen it move. The son is not an only child, 
nor the eldest.  The owner realized that the efforts 
to keep the Spitfire operational were outweighed by 
his family obligations.  

 

He and his son would like to drive the Spitfire, and 
asked me to look at it. 

 

If you have ever seen a car sit for two decades, 
with fluids, you probably know what I saw. The fuel 
tank still contains something that smells awful with a 
subtle hint of gasoline. The old gas looks like whis-
key aged lager. The filler neck has an internal out-
line of several inches of a yellow crusty substance 
that looks like mold. The tires look as lifeless as 
could be expected from sitting in Houston weather 
for twenty odd years. The fluid in the radiator 
looked surprisingly appropriate. Both Master cylin-
der reservoirs were dry aside from the evidence 
that they once contained something besides dirt. 
The throttle pedal would not budge because the car-

buretor buttery fly shaft was stuck, as was the air 

piston. The brake pedal is stuck. The plastic case of 
the ignition switch crumbled and fell apart the first 
time I turned the key. The battery was dead. But 
aside from those minor details, it looked great. 

 

After we ôkicked the tiresõ a bit we talked about the 
potential, possibilities, and pitfalls. They wanted to 
know if I would be willing to work on it, and I wanted 
to know their expectations. We came to the agree-
ment that it might be best if we could see it running 
before committing to the cost of replacing the tank, 
lines, brakes, master cylinders, etc. I assured him it 
ôwould start right up,õ but I have been overly opti-
mistic before.  

Jerry at 61 going on 62 (speed and age)  wonder-
ing where he left his windscreen 

Barrel aged lager 

Gasoline residue 
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At that point, I removed the Zenith carburetor, 
complete with original water choke, and headed 
home. The plan was to return with a rebuilt carb, a 
small fuel tank with fuel, electric fuel pump and bat-
tery, and see if it would run.  

 

Never before had I seen a water choke. I have 

heard about them, but never in a good way. Many 
Zenith carburetors have been swapped to a better 
(or different) solution. The water choke is an overly 
complex solution to a very simple problem. The con-
version to a mechanical (cable pull) version is equally 
confusing. It took as long to convert the choke 
mechanism, as it did to soak, clean and rebuild the 
carburetor. One instruction is so complicated, Moss 
includes a link to a video explaining and showing how 
to place two parts together. It is no wonder the car 
sat for 20 years. 

 

Eventually I returned with his rebuilt Zenith, com-
plete with the cable operated choke installed. I 
squirted a little oil in each cylinder and checked for 
stuck valves. I turned the engine over by hand. I 
checked for spark at a plug plugged into the coil by 
hotwiring around the broken ignition switch. I in-
stalled my TR3 battery. After turning the engine 
over a few times while watching the rockers, I rein-
stalled the plugs. I hooked up a temporary pump to a 
gas can. I jumped the ignition and hit the starter 
wire to the battery. I do not think the starter went 
a full revolution before the engine was running. òIt 
started right up.ó   

 

We may soon have new club members. They want to 
join us for autocross.  

 

                 Jer 

Tales of a Wondering Mechanic ï Jerry Gruss 

Manual choke mechanism 

Mis-adjusted water choke 

Crumbled ignition switch 
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2025 VTR North American Triumph Challenge 

The 2025 VTR North American Triumph Challenge was 

held in La Crosse, WI, from July 12-18,  

2025.  The event was hosted by the Minnesota 

Triumphs Sports Car Club and was a repeat 

performance from 2018 when the Minnesota Club 

hosted the same event at the same venue.  

 

The host hotel was the Radisson Hotel La Crosse, an 

eight-story full feature hotel located on the banks of 

the Mississippi River.  The hotel featured a large 

parking lot, large ballroom and meeting room spaces, 

and a large restaurant and bar area.  The hotel was 

located near the downtown area of La Crosse and 

provided walking access to local restaurants and shops. 

 

La Cross is located in the Driftless Area, a unique 

region in the Upper Midwest characterized by its lack 

of glacial deposits.  During the ice ages the glaciers 

planed the topography flat resulting in the gently-

rolling farm lands that dominate the Upper Midwest 

landscape.  The Driftless Area, however, has rugged 

topography, dissected valleys, and well-developed 

stream networks providing dramatic scenery, and hilly 

twisting roads perfect for a Triumph driving event.  

 

This was a large VTR National Event, with over ~170 

registered cars, and a final banquet attendance sold-

out at 260 people.  There was representation from 

across the United States including a Triumph from 

Arizona, and outside the United States with one 

attendee from Australia (winner of the Longest 

Distance Travelled Award). 

The schedule for this event was shifted a bit from a 

normal VTR National format where the Awards Banquet 

is held on Saturday Evening. This year the event began 

on Tuesday and concluded on Friday evening, providing 

mid-week room rates and avoiding the weekend-only 

family visitors.  There were breakfast and dinner runs 

and self-guided drives, along with all the normal VTR 

driving events including a TSD Rally, Autocross, 

Funkhana, and a Poker Run in lieu of a Gimmick Rally. 

 

The Journey North 

 

Nancy and I were one of two TTR registered 

participants that caravanned from the Houston area.  

Like most long-distance events, we decided to trailer 

the TR6. We rendezvoused early Saturday morning in 

Conroe, TX, with Mike and Sallie Rouse, trailering their 

TR4. We headed out on the ~ 1,220+ mile drive using 

the route developed by Mike, with a planned stay in 

Edmond, OK, about 420 miles up the road.   

Caravan Route Map 
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The total route would take us through a swath of the 

Midwest including Texas, Oklahoma, Missouri, Kansas, 

Iowa, Minnesota, and finally Wisconsin. With two 

trusty tow vehicles, we cruised near the posted limit, 

navigating the labyrinth of roads through Dallas, and 

the Ardmore Hills of Oklahoma.   

 

As we arrived in Oklahoma City we were greeted by a 

massive thunderstorm with torrential rains creating 

near-zero visibility.  We pulled over for safety and 

resumed after nearly an hour when the rain abated to 

safe-driving levels.  We would learn later that the 

storm had dumped about six inches of rain in two hours 

creating local flash flooding in the area. 

 

The second day was uneventful, landing us in Ankeny, 

IA, positioned for a short drive to La Cross3 on the 

third driving day.  

We arrived on Monday in time to offload the Triumphs, 

park the trailers, and get registered with the hotel. At 

the hotel we met up with John and Liz Reynolds, who 

drove down from their Michigan home towing their 

TR3A, rounding out the TTR registrations for the 

event. 

Headed north on I-35 

Oklahoma City deluge 

Welcome to Minnesota 

Unloading the Triumph 

Arrival at the venue hotel 
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Tuesday 

 

The registration process was well organized with 

individual packets prepared for participants that 

included a copy of their registration, banquet tickets, 

River Cruise tickets (if purchased), voting ballots for 

craft-photo-model contest and Participantõs Choice car 

show, a pre-printed Concours placard, and a numbered 

vinyl car sticker, and two laser-etched coasters 

created for the event.  

 

We reviewed the event program and made our mental 

schedule for the week.  The first scheduled activity 

was the Funkhana at noon, so we spent the morning 

getting ourselves and the Triumph prepared for the 

event, getting the required inspection to participate in 

the Autocross Event, and walking the parking lot 

checking out the Triumphs and chatting with old 

friends. 

 

There was a large room adjacent to the event 

registration that was the location of the vendor tables, 

and the Craft / Model/Photo displays. The large 

ballroom was also open and contained the Silent Auction 

items and extra space to sit and relax.  The ballroom 

would serve additional duty on Thursday and Friday 

evenings as the venue for the Awards Presentations.  

 

 

Colorful Triumphs in the parking lot 

Silent Auctions items in large ballroom 

Registration area 

Radisson Hotel La Crosse 
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Funkhana 

 

The driving event for Tuesday was the Funkhana, which 

was held at the large Octoberfest fairgrounds several 

blocks from the hotel. The Funkhana had a Driftless 

Area theme with course tasks related to local cultural 

and natural attractions.  These included:   

 

¶ Axe Throwing ð a favorite Upper Midwest 

lumberjack event 

¶ Cornhole Toss ð driver and passenger both 

participate 

¶ Fishing ð magnetic fish and magnetic lureé.driver 

fishes from the car 

¶ Turtle Egg Toss ð back up first to get the turtle 

eggs, then drive and throw into basket 

¶ Frisbee toss ð try to knock bottles from posts 

throwing from the car 

 

The event was scored using an adjusted time consisting 

of the actual time, plus time adjustments for each of 

the stops depending on the success at that stop.  

Participants were allowed two runs which could include 

a driver swap.  There were many cars participating 

which made for a lengthy event on an unusually warm 

day with temperatures in the upper eighties. 

Turtle egg toss 

Cornhole Toss 

Axe-throwing stop 

Funkhana starting line 
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Welcome Reception 

 

The Welcome Reception was a large hot hors dõoeuvres 

buffet catered by the hotel, with more than enough 

food for the attendees. Beverages were available at 

the cash bar.  The Minnesota Club co-chairs for the 

event offered a few welcoming words to officially get 

things rolling, wrapping up a busy first day at the 

event. 

Hot hors dõoeuvres buffet 

Welcome Reception in large ballroom 

Co-chairs David Anderson and Greg Thompson 

(nicknamed Simon and Garfunkel by their club) 

Silent auction bidding underway 

TTRõs Mike Rouse, John & Liz Reynolds 
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Wednesday 

 

Wednesday began with overcast skies, and a certain 

forecast of heavy rain in the afternoon.  The forecast 

turned out to be correct, but fortunately the rain 

would be the only bad weather encountered during the 

event. 

 

Wednesday morning began with a guided Breakfast Run, 

with a large number of participants.  The event was 

organized to use a single restaurant venue, about thirty 

miles from the hotel, with a fixed-price breakfast 

buffet menu.  There were three flights of guided runs, 

departing the hotel an hour apart.  This arrangement 

proved to be a very efficient way to accommodate a 

large number of participants.  The restaurant was a 

quaint family-owned business with a large room in the 

back for the VTR crowd. 

 

The route began on a major state highway, but then 

turned off on a side road that provided lots of tight 

twists and turns on the hilly terrain. 

 

The rain began as we returned to the hotel late mid-

morning. 

 

 

Parked for breakfast 

Fixed-price breakfast buffet 

Breakfast run scenery Private back room dining 
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Wednesday afternoon offered two events for the 

participants.  The driving events included the Time-

Speed-Distance (TSD) Rallye, and the first day of the 

Poker Run.  For participants not interested in the 

somewhat stressful TSD event, several self-guided 

drives were available.   

 

TSD Rallye 

 

The TSD Rally began about 9:00 and covered ~ 40-mile 

route on the back roads near the event.  Like recent 

VTR TSD Rallyes, the event used a virtual GPS based 

checkpoint system and was operated by the local SCCA 

Chapter.  The electronics included specialized 

transponders in each car that would transmit the 

location of each participant back to the Rally Masters, 

where software would automatically tabulate the 

deviation between the actual checkpoint vs. the 

perfect checkpoint time.  Like most TSD Rallyes, the 

time deviation was cumulative with the winning team 

having the lowest accumulated deviation over the total 

course. 

 

Due to the bad weather, we did not participate in the 

event, but heard stories from some participants about 

heavy rainfall, ponding on the road, and inconsiderate 

SUV drivers in the somewhat hazardous conditions. 

 

Poker Run 

 

The driving events this year included a Poker Run, 

which could be run on Wednesday and Thursday, in lieu 

of a Gimmick Rallye.  The goal of the event is to obtain 

a winning poker hand by driving to various locations and 

getting cards at the location.  The event this year had 

five vendors distributed across the area which 

required considerable driving.  Each vendor would 

provide one card per car for showing up, and another 

card for purchasing something from the vendor.  In 

addition, drivers received one card at the start of the 

event at the hotel, and one card at the finish.  So ð a 

total of twelve cards possible to create a winning five-

card poker hand which was sealed in an envelope with 

the car number and turned in at the hotel desk.  

Overall it was a relaxing driving event, and we managed 

to create a Queen-high flush for our submitted hand, 

which we thought could possibly be in the running. 

TSD Rallye transponder and route map Poker-run stop at Driftless Area Visitors Center 
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Rain Delay at the Hotel 

 

At noon the skies opened up with a forecast for heavy 

rain for a few hours.  Some of the more competitive 

VTR members headed out for the TSD Rallye and Poker 

Run events, but most stayed at the hotel for a 

technical session on fuel injection, and an opportunity 

to check out the vendors at the event. 

Heavy rain puts a damper on the events 

Fuel injection tech session under the hotel porch 

LiteZupp LED solutions for classic cars 

Detailed beadwork craft - 1st place 

Triumph-parts lamp - 2nd place 

Triumph vs MG checkers set - did not place 
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Boat Cruise 

 

The host club had arranged for optional Mississippi 

River boat cruises with afternoon and evening options.  

By evening, the rainfall had passed, leaving nice 

conditions that would continue throughout the rest of 

the event.  The cruise boat was the La Crosse Queen, a 

modern replica of a sternwheel paddleboat like the 

ones that navigated the Mississippi River in the 1800õs. 

The boat has a capacity of ~150 passengers and was 

largely full of VTR Event participants.  The cruise 

route was upstream, past a swinging railroad bridge, up 

to one of the multiple locks in the river that control 

the flow rate and water level.  The cruise was a full two 

hours, with a cash bar and available light snacks.  

Overall, it was a good time, and a nice bonus feature to 

have available at the VTR Event. 

Swinging railroad bridge opened for the boat 

Boarding area for the cruise 

La Crosse Queen - modern replica paddlewheel boat 

TTR contingent enjoying the cruise 

Lower deck - line for the cash bar 
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Thursday 

 

Autocross 

 

Thursdayõs activities began with the autocross event, 

located in Winona, MN, about 30 miles north of La 

Crosse at the Winona Truck Training Lot, part of the 

SE Technical Winona Campus offering CDL driving 

courses.  The autocross was operated by the local 

SCCA chapter that provided the course layout, timing, 

and loaner helmets.   

 

The autocross course was long and open, with a flying 

start, and a finish line located far away from the 

spectator area.  Good times were around 60 seconds, 

with best times just over 50 seconds. The participants 

were divided into two heats with four runs per driver.  

Drivers had the chance to participate in an observation 

lap prior to their heat and were requested to assist as 

a corner worker for their non-driving heat.   

John Hanten - having fun while going slowé. Walking the course 

Driverõs meeting Nancy Money - en-route to 2nd Place in LSS Class 

Waiting queue from the paddock to the start line 
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Eagle Center Tour 

 

For participants not participating in the Autocross 

Event, there was a guided tour to the National Eagle 

Center in Wabasha, MN.  The drive included transiting 

the Great River Road for 60 miles north to Wabash, 

MN, to visit the National Eagle Center.  Afterwards, 

there was a planned lunch at Slipperyõs overlooking the 

water in Wabasha.  The return route headed south 

along the Wisconsin side of the river including a stop 

and tour at Lock and Dam No. 4. There were several 

optional stops at specialty shops and a museum.   

 

Dinner Run 

 

There were a series of guided Dinner Runs available to 

local La Crosse restaurants.  Participants signed up in 

advance to provide a limited number of diners and 

prevent overrunning the restaurants.  The TTR group 

all chose the same restaurant, and had an enjoyable 

evening. 

 

 

Bald eagle at the Eagle Center 

Wabasha city banner 

Lunch at Slipperyõs 

Dinner run participants 
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Awards Event ð Moving Awards and Cocktail Hour 

 

Thursdayõs activities culminated in a Moving Awards 

presentation.  By design, this would split the Awards 

Presentation across two evenings and reduce the 

duration of the traditional Awards Banquet on Friday. 

The moving awards included the TSD Rallye, Funkhana, 

Poker Run, and Autocross Events. 

 

The Poker Run results were presented with an 

interesting twist.  Participants assumed that the 

winning 5-card poker hand would be tabulated using the 

standard poker-hand hierarchy.  However, in this 

event, the LOWEST poker hand was the winner, 

thereby bypassing all the gamesmanship, card swapping, 

and other shenanigans often employed to create the 

BEST hand.  It was a clever twist that caught everyone 

by surprise.   

In the Autocross event, Nancy Money received 2nd 

place in the Stock TR6 (LSS) event. 

Friday 

 

Car Show 

 

The primary event on Friday was the car show, located 

on a large field in Goose Island County Park, about 15 

miles from the hotel.  The organizers had arrived early 

in the morning and set up the parking instructions for 

the various classes, so it was easy to get sited on the 

show field.   

 

The parking was on grass, with a large covered pavilion 

and a food truck during the event. Like previous VTR 

events, there were judged Concours classes where cars 

are scored by a team of judges against VTR scoring 

criteria, and Participantõs Choice classes where cars 

receive votes from the event participants.  With over 

150 vehicles on display, there were some spectacular 

examples of restoration craftsmanship and special 

interest vehicles.   

Moving Events Awards 

Nancy Money - 2nd Place LSS class 

Setting up the essential lawn chairs 

Concours area overview photo 
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Senior Class cars 

John Reynolds TR3A - Participants Choice Participantõs Choice cars 

Mike & Sallie Rouseõs TR4 - Modified Touring 

Nancy Moneyõs TR6 - Preservation Class Modified Touring Class cars 
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Award-winning Standard 10 

Perfect weather and great venue 

TR6 Participantõs Choice 

Modified Prepared Class 

Triumph-powered race car 

Rare Triumph Renown - Special Interest Class 

2025 - North American Triumph Challenge 
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Award Banquet 

 

The awards banquet was held at the large ballroom, 

with a pre-banquet happy hour featuring a cash bar and 

bagpipe music by Dave Massey from the St Louis Club.  

There were about 260 attendees at the event, seated 

in groups of ten, with TTR at a common table with their 

red Award Banquet shirts.  The food was served on 

plated dishes with entr®e selections of chicken, pork, 

or fish.  Following the banquet the TTR participants 

gathered around the TTR banner for a last group photo 

shot. 

 

 

  

Pre-Banquet happy hour 

Liz, Sallie, and Nancy hamming it up 

Packed ballroom - about 260 people 

Arriving for happy hour 

Dave Massey (St Louis) bagpipe entertainment 
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TTR Awards 

 

Overall, the TTR members did well at the event, 

gathering awards in moving and non-moving events. 

Hereõs a listing of the TTR Awards in the order they 

were presented.  

 

¶ Autocross Event   
 

 ̄Nancy Money ð 2nd  Place ð Stock TR6 Class 

(LSS) 
 

¶ VTR Newsletter Award  presented by VTR 

Magazine Editor Shawn Frank based on review 

and scoring of over 70 club newsletters based on 

multiple criteria. 
 

 ̄The Bluebonnet ð Texas Triumph Register ð 

John Hanten, Editor  (4th consecutive year) 
 

¶ Participantõs Choice Event  
  

 ̄John Reynolds ð 1st Place ð TR3A/3B Class 
 

¶ Preservation / Senior Class Awards  (all of the 

Preservation Class cars have won at least two 

first-place class awards at a VTR National event, 

and achieved a concours score of 365 or higher 

at this event) 
 

 ̄Nancy Money & John Hanten ð Preservation 

Class Award ð TR6 

2025 - North American Triumph Challenge 

TTR group at Awards Banquet 

Nancy Money - Concours Preservation Class Award 

John Hanten - VTR Newsletter Award 

John Reynolds - 1st Place Participants Choice TR3A 
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One of the final announcements at the annual banquet 

is the location of the VTR National Event for the next 

year.  Next year the event will be hosted by the South 

Texas Triumph Association from Oct 14-18, in 

Kerrville, TX.   

 

Overall 

 

The Minnesota Triumphs Sports Car Club should be 

congratulated for hosting a well planned and executed 

VTR National Event.  The venue was outstanding, the 

schedule was well-planned and accommodating, allowing 

drivers to participate in all driving events. Except for 

Wednesday afternoon, the weather was perfect 

throughout the event.  There was great attendance 

and, as always, there was a core group of VTR 

attendees that participate in these events wherever 

they are located.  For them it is an annual reunion of 

sorts.....ócome for the cars, come back for the peopleó.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Journey South 

 

On early Saturday morning, the Houston caravan group 

left the lodge, hitched up the already-loaded trailers, 

and headed south.  We largely retraced the outbound 

route, covering the 1,300-mile journey in 2 į days with 

clear skies, light traffic, and minimal road construction. 

Everyone arrived home before noon on Monday, with 

reservations already made for next yearõs event in 

Kerrville. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2025 - North American Triumph Challenge 

TTR Awards Photo 

Story: John Hanten 

Photos: John Hanten, Nancy Money, Sallie Rouse  

Early morning Driftless Area departure 
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The July monthly meeting was held on July 12, 2025, at the home of Hal and Debbie Sharp. TTR President Hal 

Sharp called the meeting to order at 3:03 and thanked John Baguley for the Zoom arrangements. There were 23 

in-person attendees, 14 proxy votes, and 4 Zoom attendees for a total of 41, constituting a quorum for club 

business.    

 

Approval of Minutes ð M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last Bluebonnet 

newsletter. 

 

Membership Report ð Hal Sharp for Mike Hado ð reported that at the end of June, the club had 181 family 

memberships. Several members have reported they will not be renewing their membership because they sold their 

car, and Mike is checking on the status of the remaining outstanding members.    

 

Treasurerõs Report ð Hal Sharp for Mike Rouse - reported inflows, outflows, and end of month / year balance.  

Hal also reported that Mike had reviewed the club spending for the past two years and had prepared a pro-forma 

projection of known expenses for the remainder of this calendar year.  The analysis shows a declining year-end 

balance for the recent and current years, and will be reviewed by Hal and Mike with some possible actions brought 

to the members.  

 

Regalia ð Hal Sharp for Marie Hado ð reported she is continuing the Regalia Coordinator position.  James Moore 

still has several TTR license plate frames available.  

 

IT ð no report 

 

Breakfasts ð John Barrett ð reported a good turnout this morning at the breakfast event.  He also reported that 

he had received feedback about the June 14th meeting at First Watch in Meyerland that the service was slow and 

the waiter was overwhelmed.  This is a popular location, and John will talk to the manager about the issue and, 

depending on the response, decide to continue with this venue. 

 

Special and Local Events 

 

¶ July Movie Night ð David Fowler ð reported there was a great turnout from both TTR and MG club 

members for F1 movie/dinner on 8th that Mike Woodward had organized for HMGCC 
 

¶ LBC Electrics Tech Session ð David Fowler ð reported there will be a tech session on car electrics with 

TTR resident guru Jerry Gruss and host Mike Woodward at Mikeõs house on July 19th 

 

¶ Upcoming Event Calendar ð David Fowler 
 

 ̄ August - David looking into indoor events: go-karting (thx to David Bryant for suggestion) and laser-
tag at couple of venues off 290 ð David Fowler asked for show of hands and had a sign-up sheet 
placed on table to gauge  interest  

 ̄ September - Brits in Ozarks event in Fayetteville, AR, on Sept 18-20 

 ̄ September/October - David looking to reschedule postponed day trip to College Station, TX, to 
visit (options of) Bush Library, Messina Hof Winery, and possibly coincide with GI Museum vehicle 
show (no food) and show our cars 

 ̄ October 4 ð Houston All British Car Day, now in Tomball, TX 
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August  2025  

 ̄ October 10-12 ð Texas All British Car Day Weekend in Marble Falls, TX 

 ̄ October 18 ð TTR Fall Autocross Challenge 

 ̄ November (TBD) ð TTR Annual Falling Leaves Tour 
 

¶ Holiday Party ð Pru Gruss ð Reported that planning is underway for the 2025 Holiday Party.  It will be at 

the Haywire Restaurant on Dec. 7, 2025.  The estimated cost is $37 per person if paying by cash or 

check, or $40 per person if paying by PayPal. Any remaining costs will be subsidized by the club.  More 

details will be available later in the year. 

 

New Business 
 

¶ Russ Seto Memorial Scholarship Update ð John Barrett ð reported that we have been informed by Lone 

Star College that Isaac Rosas (scholarship recipient during the Fall of 2023)  graduated in the class of 

2025 with an AAS (Associate of Applied Science in Automotive Technology) degree. Also, Christipher 

Lugo (scholarship recipient during the Fall of 2024) graduated in the class of 2025 with an AAS degree. 

In addition, Ronald James Fontenot III is the scholarship awardee for the Spring of 2025. Thus far since 

2019, there have been eleven awardees, an accomplishment that should make TTR (and other contributors) 

proud. 
 

¶ Steve Session memorial ð David Fowler ð mentioned the time and address of a Celebration of Life 
service in Katy for Steve Session of HMGCC. Steve was known by many TTR members the last few years 

as both a co-organizer of the annual All British Car Show, and a player until this year in annual Triumph vs 

MG golf match.  
 

¶ Kerrville flood relief ð Hal Sharp ð there was a brief discussion about the Kerrville flood disaster, and 
one attendee questioned if it would be possible to donate to the relief fund.  Hal replied that it would be a 

good cause, but considering the TTR budget review discussed earlier, it would not be prudent to spend 

unbudgeted money at this time.  
 

¶   2025 Monthly Meeting Hosts 
 

 ̄ August ð Carroll Pack 

 ̄ September ð Jeff Dade 

 ̄ October ð Mike and Marie Hado 

 ̄ November ð Len Myers 

 ̄ December ð held in conjunction with the TTR Holiday Party 

 ̄ Contact Hal Sharp if you would like to volunteer to host a meeting in 2026.  
 

Join VTR ð Hal Sharp ð encouraged members to join the VTR to support the national club and receive discounts at 

OõReillyõs auto parts store. 

 

Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:37.  Minutes recorded by John Hanten, John Barrett, and David Fowler.  Editing 

by John Hanten 

 

(M/S/A = motion made / seconded / approved ) 
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August  2025  July Monthly Meeting Photos 

Meeting Hosts - Debbie and Hal Sharp 
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August  2025  July Monthly Meeting Photos 


