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Triumph Tour 2023 - Midwesbt Tour

May 8 - 22, 2023

by
Dave Smith

Car museums and collections were the focus of the venue stops on the recently completed Triumph Tour 2023,
which occurred May 8 - 22, 2023. A total of twelve car themed venues were visited during the fifteen-day tour.
These venues covered a wide range of automotive genres from antique/vintage classics to historic and current
Indianapolis race cars. Our mix of stops included a visit to a full restoration shop in central Towa which also
housed an unbelievable collection of British sports cars in various states of restoration stored in an attached
warehouse. The tour also included four non-car related stops to some very interesting places and of course as
always drives along some very memorable scenic roads in the heartland of the U.S. More details on the
attractions visited during the tour will follow but first a brief overview of the ftour route and itinerary and who
participated in this year's drive. A report on the car issues encountered along the drive and of course, who was
awarded the First-to-Breakdown Award (The Wagner) will also be provided later in the report.

The planned route and itinerary for the drive is given in Figure 1 and Table 1. Our route traversed portions of
fourteen Midwest states with an estimated total of 4,000 miles for the tour. The final actual mileage according
to my TR6 odometer was 4,034 and according to Mike Hado's Garmin GPS was 4,181 miles. This year's grid of
drivers and navigators included a total of twelve participants in eight Triumphs and two lesser cars (see Table 2).
Six participants (D. Smith, T. Smith, M. Hado, B. Roy, H. Sharp, and J. Jones) completed the entire fifteen-day
drive, whereas four participants (R. DeRuiter, J. Reynolds, K. Rettenmaier, and S. Seto) joined the tour on Day #4
in Greenwood, IN and Joe Alexander and Nolan Meggers met the group at our hotel for the evening of Day #9 in
St. Croix Falls, WI.

Figure 1 - Triumph Tour 2023 - Midwest Tour - Overview Map
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Triumph Tour 2023 - Midwesbt Tour

Table 1
Triumph Tour 2023 - Itinerary
Actual Cum.
Day From To Planned Venue Stops 5 :
: §5kn Miles | Miles
#1 Monday, 5/8/23 Tomball, TX Natchez, MS Drive Day 327 327
=2 Tuesday, 5/9/23 Natchez, MS Russellville, AL Scenic Drive - Natchez Trace Pkwy 350 677
) ) Lane Motor Museum
#3 Wednesday, 5/10/23 Russellville, AL Bowling Green, KY 219 896
i National Corvette Museum
Swope Cars of Yesteryear Museum _
=4 Thursday, 5/11/23 Bowling Green, KY Greenwood, IN 219 1115
Ray Skillman Classic Cars
) . Indianapolis Motor Speedway Museum
#5 Friday, 5/12/23 Greenwood, IN Aubum, IN X 171 1286
Auburn-Cord-Dusenberg Automobile Museum
%6 Saturday, 5/13/23 Aubura, IN Dearborn, IN Henry Ford Museum of American Innovation 146 1432
y e . Air Zoo Aerospace & Science Experience
#7 Sunday, 5/14/23 Dearborn, IN Ludington, MI 285 1717
Gilmore Car Museum
15 Monday. 5/15/23 Ludington, MI Muaising, MI Scenic Drive - Tunnel of Trees (MI-119) 333 2050
i Tour Tum-Around Point
# Tuesday, 5/16/23 Muaising, MI St. Croix Falls, WI Drive Day 337 2387
#10 | Wednesday, 5/17/23 | St. Croix Falls, WI Dubuque, IA e 343 2730
Tom Chandler Private Car Collection
Field of Dreams (Movie Set)
#11 Thursday, 5/18/23 Dubuque, IA Cedar Falls, IA Lind Brothers Racing 109 2839
Alexander Racing Enterprises
#12 Friday, 5/19/23 Cedar Falls, IA Carrollton, MO Skunk River Restorations 313 3152
#13 Saturday, 5/20/23 Carrollton, MO Fayetteville, AR Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art 311 3463
. . University of Arkansas Campus
%14 Sunday, 5/21/23 Fayetteville, AR Texarkana, TX 244 3707
Four States Auto Museum
#15 Monday, 5/22/23 Texarkana, TX Cypress, TX Drive Day 298 4005
Table 2

Midwest Tour Participants

Tour Member Car Tour 2023 Status Previous Tours
Dave Smith (FOG #33) 1971 TR6 15 Days 14
Tyler Smith n'a 15 Days 9
Joe Alexander (FOG #10) 1938 TR3 3 Days 2
Stan Seto (FOG #18) VW 9 Days 10
Mike Hado (FOG #36) 1966 TR4A 15 Days 10
Randy DeRuiter (FOG #37) 1970 TR6 9 Days 8
John Reynolds (FOG #39) 1960 TR3A 5 Days 10
Karl Rettenmaier (FOG #30) 2018 Nissan T Days 4
Brvan Roy 1975 TR6 15 Days 2
Hal Sharp 1976 TR6 15 Days 1
James Jones 1973 TE6 15 Days 1
Nolan Meggers n'a 3 Days 2
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Triumph Tour 2023 - Automobtive Venues Visited

A summary of each day of the drive along with select photos were posted daily to the Texas Triumph Register
Facebook page by Hal Sharp. In addition, many extra tour photos and video clips from the drive were posted
daily by Tyler Smith on his Facebook page. These two postings provide a good summary of each day's activities
and subsequently a chronological summary of each day of the tour is not warranted. However, the tour made
several very interesting stops along our 4,000-mile journey through the Midwest states and a brief overview of
each venue visited is given below along with a selection of photos.

Lane Motor
(Wednesday,

Mu s euDm®, y
May 10,

During the short drive between our Day #2 evening
stop in Russellville, AL, and our destination for Day #3
- Bowling Green, KY, we stopped at the Lane Motor
Museum in Nashville, TN. Upon our arrival to the
museum, Lori Seto, Russ Seto's (FOG #8 and longtime
TTR member) oldest daughter and part-time resident
of Nashville met the group. The museum is normally
closed on Wednesdays, but prior arrangements with
the museum's Marketing Director, Rebecca Evans,
allowed us the opportunity to visit this very interesting
collection of unique and unusual cars. The car museum
was started by Jeff Lane in 2002 and opened to the
public the following year. The collection contains
approximately 150 cars grouped in a large showroom
primarily by country of origin. A variety of vintage up
to modern day cars including microcars, amphibious
vehicles, military vehicles and one-of-a-kind vehicles
and motorcycles are included in the collection. There
are several classic British sports cars, predominantly
various Lotus models and Mini Coopers on display.

NEeygaal fptper upiqpe @uropeanrnNdels from France,
Goripany, 3taly, Spain and elsewhere are displayed. A
link to the ‘museum website is provided for more

Lane Motor

information about the collection:

Museum: Collection.

\

British cars at Lane Motor Museum.

Visit to Lane Motor Museum in Nashville, TN.
Lori Seto, Russ Seto's oldest daughter met
the group at the museum.

Tour group along with Lane Motor Museum
Marketing Director, Rebecca Evans.
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Triumph Tour 2023 - Automotive Venues Visited

Bt s

g craft behind
the Lane Motor Museum.

you can view the security camera video footage of the
collapse and the cars falling into the growing sinkhole.
Warning, if you are a Vette owner these pictures may

be difficult to view! For me, the display of the new C-8
mid-engine Corvette was a highlight of the cars on
display. Just outside the museum gift shop is a
driveway where newly purchased Corvettes can be
picked up by their owners. As we exited the gift shop,
there were three new C-8 Corvettes waiting for their
owners to take delivery. This is kind of like back in the

'50's when you could fly to England to pick up your new
Triumph TR3! Even if you're not a Corvette enthusiast,

a visit to the museum and optional tour of the Corvette
assembly factory across the street is well worth the
tte Mme efer pfore Bfo gheeti theg musea g% n
esday, wwwhgpav%ﬂemis%urr’\.orq.z 023)

Photo-op in a Citroen at

Lane Motor Museum.

Nati onal Corv
KY-Day #3 ( Wed

After departing Nashville, TN, and the visit to the
Lane Motor Museum, we headed north to Bowling
Green, KY, home of the National Corvette Museum. At
least two previous Triumph tours included visits to the
museum, but a couple members of this year's drive have
never been. The museum layout is, in general, organized
in a chronological sequence of the various Corvette
models (C1 through C8). Most of you will remember the
story back in February 2014 when eight Corvettes on
display in the museum rotunda fell into a sinkhole that
had developed under the museum. All the Corvettes
were rescued with three being restored and the large
hole in the floor repaired. There is now an exhibit in Texas FOGs arrive at National Corvette Mu-
the museum explaining what happened. If interested, seum in Bowling Green, KY.
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http://www.corvettemuseum.org

Triumph Tour 2023 - Automotive Venues Visited

Swolppe Cars of Yester
KY-Day #4 (Thursday,

Approximately 75 miles north of Bowling Green is the
Swope® Cars of Yesteryear antique, vintage and classic
car collection in Elizabethtown, KY. This is a small
privately owned collection of nicely restored
automobiles ranging from the 1900's through the
1960s. With a very laid-back atmosphere to the
facility, it was enjoyable fo casually stroll amongst
these beautifully maintained cars, which included a
1919 Ford Model T, a beautiful 1936 Packard 120B
Touring Coup, a 1936 Rolls Royce Phantom III, a 1953
Jaguar XK 120 and a 1969 Camaro SS. The museum was
opened in May of 1999 and has no admission feel
Additional museum information can be found on their Vintage car line-up in

website: www.swopemuseum.com. 5wopes Cars of Yesfepyeap.

Mike Hado and Tyler Smith
Tour group visits Swopes Cars of Yesteryear check out one of the classic cars in the
in Elizabethtown, KY. Swopes Cars of Yesteryear Museum.
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Triumph Tour 2023 - Automotive Venues Visited

Ray Skill man CIl ass+
Day #4 (Thursday, M

One of the tour surprises (no not who won the Wagner
Award) was the visit to Ray Skillman& Classic Cars in
the Indianapolis suburb of Greenwood, IN. This is
another privately owned collection that also required
advanced booking to visit. Wow, what a collection of
cars! The collection included many former Indianapolis
race cars, many classic 1950's and 1960's cars, a variety
of muscle cars and numerous Corvettes. When we
arrived at the facility, Randy, John, and Karl were
waiting. Also waiting at the entrance to the facility was
Donnie Gardiner, the point of contact, who arranged
for our visit and served as our tour guide through the
facility. Donnie provided many details about the history
of several of the cars and his knowledge of the
specifics of each car was truly impressive. In addition
to all the cars, there are numerous rare automotive
memorabilia pieces and neon signs distributed
throughout the building. Toward the end of our visit,
we were fortunate to have the owner, Ray Skillman,
stop by and join us for a group photo. Check-out their
website for more photos and information and if ever in
this part of Indiana, be sure to arrange for a visit:
www.rayskillmanclassiccars.com.

AROVIN,

A collection of former Indy 500 race cars at
Ray Skillman Classic Cars

Beautiful collection of classic Corvettes at
Ray Skillman Classic Cars.

Mike Hado checks-out the only
Triumph in the collection

Tour group with Ray Skillman, owner of this
unbelievable collection of cars.
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Triumph Tour 2023 - Automobtive Venues Visited

Group admires a somewhat rare, concours
quality 1957 two-door Chevrolet station wag-
on. Our host, Donnie Gardiner explained the
history of the car and how Ray Skillman ac-
quired the car.

Less than 20 miles north of our hotel in Greenwood lies
the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Museum and track,
our first destination for Day #5. Arriving at one of the
track gates, we had to purchase a track entry fee
which allowed us access to the museum and the
opportunity to walk around the track infield and watch
the ongoing Indianapolis Grand Prix practice runs.
What an experience to visit the motor speedway
museum and while viewing all the historic racing cars
you could hear present-day Indy cars on the frack
outside. After our museum visit, we headed to Turn #2
of the Indy oval track and watched the cars take their
practice runs on the grand prix course. After
experiencing the sounds and smells of the track, we
were all pumped-up to jump back into our under-
powered little sports cars and take on the morning
traffic out on 16™ St as we proceeded north to our
hext stop.

Triumphs at Indianapolis Motor Speedway.

The trophy for the Indy 500, not sure it is

that much more coveted as T h e

Wagner
AwarodThe Screaming Chic
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Triumph Tour 2023 - Automotive Venues Visited

Showroom floor of the Auburn-Cord-
Duesenberg Museum.

Triumphs in front of Indianapolis Motor
Speedway Museum.

AubtCrorDduesenberg Mu:

| NDay #5 (Friday, M.  Hal Sharp stands by an amazing Auburn
Speedster Boat Tail

Our next planned stop for Day #5 was a visit to the

impressive  Auburn-Cord-Duesenberg  Museum in - “!‘ 1T
Auburn, IN. Although some of us had visited the e e
museum on a previous four, it is still a real freat to HEE mEE s

see these wonderfully restored antique and vintage
cars. The main floor of the museum is laid out like an
old dealership showroom with several luxury Auburns,
Cords and Duesenberg's on display. Unfortunately, the
second floor was being refurbished so we were unable
to see the cars normally on display there. If you ever
travel through northeast Indiana, a stop to this Triumphs line-up in front of
museum is well worth your fime. The website for the Auburn-Cord-Duesenberg Museum.
museum is_automobilemuseum.org.
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Triumph Tour 2023 - Automobtive Venues Visited

Gi |l mor e Car Coll ect
MI-Day #7 (Sunday, M

On a couple occasions during our drive north up to
Michigan, we were asked if we planned to visit the
Gilmore Car Collection. They each stated it was a
must see stop! As it turned out the Gilmore collection
was on our itinerary and was only a short distance
from our other Day #7 planned stop to the Air Zoo
Aerospace & Science Experience in Portage, MI

(discussed in a later section). Boy were they correct, ) .
the Gilmore is a must-see car collection. The museum  vour group arrive to the Gilmore Car Museum,
Hickory Corners, MI.

lies in a very rural setting in western Michigan and
consists of multiple buildings and barn-like structures
that house over 400 collector cars primarily from the
1920's through to 1960's muscle cars. There was also a
small special exhibition of modern Supercars at the
entrance to the museum. You could easily spend a day
or two examining all the automotive history gathered
in this collection, but unfortunately, we could only
spend a couple hours. Even with the short time we had
at the museum, all of us walked away awestruck by the
quantity and quality of cars on display. Three beautiful '60s vintage
Shelby Mustangs.

The hall displaying several '30s vintage Duesenberg's,
Lincolns and Cadillacs was certainly a highlight to the
collection. Website https://gilmorecarmuseum.org/ .

Hall containing several 1930's .
vintage luxury cars. Ford 6T on display.
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Triumph Tour 2023 - Automotive Venues Visited

Tom Chandl er Car Go
Day #10 (Wednesday,

Following evening stays in Ludington, MI, Munising, MI
and St. Croix Falls, WI, on Day #10 of the drive Joe
Alexander and Nolan Meggers had arranged a visit to
a small private car collection owned by Tom Chandler
in Elkader, TA, a small city just north of Dubuque, IA.
The collection consisted of approximately twelve
classic and sports cars displayed in a semi-circle
around a central floor mounted turntable used to
position the cars. The collection included models from
Lotus, BMW, MG and even some unique one-off
models. In addition to maintaining his car collection,
Tom was very much involved in a major restoration of
the town's 1903 opera house and even finds time to Tom Chandler's collection of cars arranged
work on the restoration of a former Great Lakes '80s  around a central turntable built into the floor.
vintage C&C 40-foot ocean racing sailboat.

The audience awaits Tom Chandler's discus-

) sion of the restoration of the
House in Elkader, IA 1903 Opera House.

Our Triumphs park outside the 1903 Opera
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Triumph Tour 2023 - Automobtive Venues Visited

: . - -;
] &=
Tom Chandler relates history of his 30+ ft
racing sailboat restoration project.

Lind
#11

Brothers

( Thursday, Ma 'y
Another stop arranged by Joe and Nolan was a visit to
the Lind Brothers Racing facility in Waterloo, IA. The
brothers have been involved in sports car racing since
the 1970's and their current facility is used to store
and maintain their collection of vintage racing cars
(primarily Jensen-Healy) and other collector sports
cars including a South Africa sourced Shelby Cobra
427. Both the shop area and showroom are immaculate
with abundant racing memorabilia mounted throughout
the facility. I found it somewhat amazing to visit a
sports car racing facility of this caliber in a small town
in the farmlands of eastern Iowal Special thanks to
Joe and Nolan for organizing the opportunity fo visit
the shop and meet the very interesting people behind
the scenes. It was also special to have Joe's grandson
drive his 1960 Triumph powered Ambro race car over
to the shop. This car will be competing in the upcoming
Kastner Cup in July at Road America Raceway in
Elkhart Lake, WI. The Lind Brothers Racing website is
https://www.lindbrosracingllc.com/

Patrick Lind of Lind Brothers Racing discusses
some of the history of their race shop.
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Triumph Tour 2023 - Automobtive Venues Visited

Our group along with Joe Alexander's 1960
Ambro race car.

Al exander Racing Ente
| ADay #11 (Thursday, \

Our final stop for Day #11 was a visit to a British
sports car auto shop and warehouse owned by Ron
Brainard (British Classic Cars LLC) and where Joe
Alexander uses for his Alexander Racing Enterprises
company in Cedar Falls, IA. There were several
Triumph cars, mostly TRés stored in the warehouse
portion of the facility and fortunately for me a two-
post lift! T was able o purchase new front brake disc
pads from the shop and Mike Hado and I performed a
quick front brake change on my TR6. More will be said
later about this event in the discussion of the tour
breakdowns and “rubber screaming chicken” awards.
Our visit to this shop was a very nice end to a very
eventful day. Ron Brainard's British Classic Cars LLC
website is https://www.trclassic.com/ and for
Alexander Racing Enterprises https://
gasketinnovations.com/

The Li nd Br ot h efacilityRlowroomg

Patrick Lind receives an official
FOG Tour t-shirt.
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Triumph Tour 2023 - Automobtive Venues Visited

unk Ri ver RestDagti
#12 (Friday, May 19, =
On Day #12, Joe arranged for one more stop for us at

a very interesting full restoration shop in Ames, IA.

The shop, Skunk River Restorations, is owned and
managed by Steve Myers. In addition to overseeing

full restorations, Steve is also a British sports car

racer who will also be competing in the upcoming
Kastner Cup in his race prepared TR4. One of the

very large warehouses at the facility contains close to

200 primarily British sports cars at various stages of
restoration. Many are parts cars stacked three high

on shelves lining two of the warehouse walls. There

were also former large military trucks in the collection

that are used as campers and at least two large semi-

truck car haulers used to ftransport Steve's race cars

to and from the track. Steve stated he produces a
regular YouTube show entitled "This Week with Cars”

A view of the shop area of Ron Brainard's where he talks about his cars, on-going restoration
facility, note beautiful red TR6 resting com- projects and other car-related topics. The website is
fortably on two-post lift in the background. www.skunkriverrestorations.com

Triumphs and parts in warehouse portion of 6T6 receiving a full restoration at
Ron Brainard's shop. Skunk River Rm®Anes TAti ons

July 2023 TTR Bluebonnet Special Supplement 15


http://www.skunkriverrestorations.com

Triumph Tour 2023 - Automotive Venues Visited

Joe Alexander (left) discusses Mini-Cooper
with owner Steve Meyers (Right)

More sports cars in Steve Meyers warehouse, Presentation of Triumph Tour 2023 t-shirt to
note stacked cars on back wall. Steve Meyers.
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Triumph Tour 2023 - Automotive Venues Visited

Four St at e Aut o
Day #14 (Sunday, Ma

Our final automotive venue for the tour was added at
the last moment and arranged by Randy DeRuiter.
Randy and Hal Sharp had been communicating
throughout the drive with one of the museum's
managers, Bill Beecher. Our drive for Day #14 was only
from Fayetteville, AR to Texarkana, TX, so we were
able to stop by the museum in the afternoon prior to
heading to our hotel. When we arrived at the museum,
there was a beautiful red TR4A parked out front. As ~ Some of the classic cars housed at the Four
it turns out the car was the one Mike Hado sold a States Auto Museum in Texarkana, AR.
couple years ago to its current owners, Bob and Carol
Nelsen, who reside in the Texarkana area. We met a
couple other museum members who kindly showed us
the collection of antique, vintage, sports, and '60s
muscle cars. We learned that most of the cars are on
loan from local Texarkana residents. The collection
was nicely displayed in primarily two facing rows with
various automotive memorabilia displayed throughout
the facility. Although a small automotive museum, it
was well presented and maintained and a nice way to
end our four on a very positive note! For additional
information about the museum their website is https://
www.fourstatesautomuseum.org/

Three Very nicely restored and maintained
British classics.

T -k

Mike Hado's former TR4A and current Group photo inside the Texarkana museum.
owners from Texarkana.
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Triumph Tour 2023 - Other Venues Visited

Four non-automotive related stops were planned for the tour, including visit to the immense Henry Ford Museum
of American Innovation in Dearborn, MI, the Air Zoo and Aerospace Science Center in Portage, MI, the movie
set for the Field of Dreams baseball movie in Dyersville, IA and finally the unique Crystal Bridges Museum of
American Art in Bentonville, AR. Each of these stops provided an interesting contrast to the several automotive
venues visited during the tour.
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Our Saturday, May 13™ itinerary involved a short drive
of approximately 150 miles from Auburn, IN to the
Detroit, MI area and a visit to the Henry Ford Museum
of American Innovation. Our caravan got separated due
to road construction, subsequent detours, and a couple
wrong turns, so we arrived at the museum in three
separate groups but close enough ftogether fo regroup
at the museum café for a quick lunch before touring
the museum. Some members of our group previously
visited the museum during the Triumph Tour 2014
Great Lakes trip, so many of the exhibits were still
present like the impressive large locomotives and large
steam powered machines. I think most people visiting
this museum expect to see a large collection of Ford
Model Ts and Model As. There are a few of this
antique and vintage Fords on display along with several
other various automobiles, but the museum is more
focused on all kinds of American-made stuff such as
airplanes, large industrial machinery, furniture, and
memorabilia from the 1950' thru 1980's. There is even
an original classic '50's diner inside available to dine-in.
Truly a fascinating museum of American history and
well  worth a visit.  Their  website s

. One of the impressive large locomotives in the
www.thehenryford.org/visit/henry-ford-museum. Henr'fy Ford A':\useum of /gmer'ican Tnnovation
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Triumph Tour 2023 - Other Venues Visited

Several biplanes on display.
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Classic 1950's diner behind one of McDonald's original signs.
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Triumph Tour 2023 - Other Venues Visited

Zoo Aerospace ¥
t ageDayMIl #7 (Sund“'ii

Air
Por
2023)

Shortly after departing from our Dearborn, MI hotel,
we very quickly approached the entrance to the main
east-west interstate highway in southern Michigan, I-
94. We headed west for a planned stop at an air
museum near Kalamazoo, MI. Our westerly trek went
smoothly arriving at the museum around 10:30 AM.
Unfortunately, we did not check the tour road log,
which noted the museum did not open until Noon on
Sundays! We stayed firm with our plan to visit the
museum and killed a little time to take a few group
photos of the cars and drivers in front of the museum
entrance. We also were able to arrange for a tour of
the museum’s airplane restoration shop located in a
separate building behind the main museum building. By
the time we completed our four of the shop, the main
museum was open for business. The museum contains
a very respectable collection of vintage and modern
military aircraft and aerospace related displays. We
were all pleased with the decision to wait for the
facilities to open, especially having the opportunity for
the guided tour of their restoration shop where two
WWII Navy aircraft are currently undergoing
restoration. The museum website is https://
www.airzoo.org/ .

Triumph tour cars in front of Ai r Zoo
Aerospace and Science Ex pls ArmynDowglasvB+85cbomber om display.
in Portage, MI.
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Triumph Tour 2023 - Other Venues Visited

Field of Dr e ams M o—v
Day #11 (Thursday,

Shortly after leaving Dubuque, TA on the morning of
Day #11, we stopped for a visit o the movie set for
the classic baseball movie Field of Dreams. We were
fortunate to arrive at the park early enough there
were only a few other visitors, which allowed us to
take to the field for a round of batting and fielding. I
am certain our movements appeared to be in slow-
motion to any onlookers, but it was all good fun, at
least until the aches arrived later that night! There

have been a few actual major league baseball games “Parking lot of dreams" in front of
Field of Dreams.

played at a femporary larger field constructed next to
the movie set. Work is currently underway to
construct a permanent larger field and grandstands to
allow for an annual major league game to be played.
Even though it was mid- morning when we finished our
batting practice, we visited the onsite hot dog stand
for a ballpark dog and drinks before continuing our
westward drive toward the Cedar Falls, IA area.

.4 Origiyap

e - FIELD S8

“DREAMS 4

Arrived to the Fi el d of mbviesetms Hot dogs amustat Fi el d of Dr eams
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Triumph Tour 2023 - Other Venues Visited

Cryst
Bento

al Bridges Mu s
e n
2023)

v—iDlalye # 18R ( Sat

A stop at an art museum is not a typical venue for our
FOG tours, but this museum, Crystal Bridges Museum
of American Art, in northwest Arkansas is not a typical
art museum. The architecture of the museum complex
is unique and well worth a visit just to see the building
and surrounding grounds. The museum houses an
amazing collection of American art including paintings
and sculptures of the more classical style to modern
art exhibits. Even if you are not an art aficionado, this
is an art museum you will enjoy. The museum website is
https://crystalbridges.org/

View of small lake which lies in the middle of
the Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art
in Bentonville, AR.

Interesting chicken sculpture which perhaps
reminded James of the "rubber screaming
chicken" he was awarded earlier on the tour!

The "Bachman-Wilson House" originally

designed by Frank Lloyd Wright has been
relocated to the museum grounds.

Interesting metal tree sculpture near front
entrance to the museum.
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Triumph Tour 2023 - Breakdowns

Overall, the 8 Triumphs that participated in at least a
portion of this 15-day, 4,000-mile journey were all
very well prepared. There was a total of nine
reportable car issues during the drive, with the first
breakdown not occurring until Day #6!

Shortly after departing our hotel in Auburn, IN, we
pulled into a nearby gas station to top-off with fuel.
When preparing to pull away from the pump, John
Reynolds discovered he was unable to get his TR3A
into gear. Upon closer examination, we discovered one
of the bolts holding the clutch and brake master
cylinder was missing and a couple others were loose.
This caused the entire master cylinder bracket to
move when depressing the clutch pedal and not allow
for proper engaging of the clutch. The breakdown
resulted in the awarding of the not so coveted
"Wagner Award - The First-to-Breakdown Award"! A
special note is the fact the winning of this award was
John Reynold's third in three different Triumphs!

John Reynolds awarded the first "screaming
chicken award" and the coveted "First-to-
Breakdown Award - Wagner Award".

I guess the gas station knew our tour group was in
town based on their advertisement.

Interesting sign at fuel stop in Auburn, IN.

The next reportable issue occurred on Day #8, when
it was noted that the brake lights on Bryan Roy's TR6
were not functioning.

Bryan Roy scratches head regarding the
faulty brake light on his TR6 and awaits the

arrival of the rubber

e R

"screaming chicken".

The wait is over and Bryan Roy receives his
first “screaming chicken" award.
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Triumph Tour 2023 - Breakdowns

After riding with Bryan for the better part of two
days, the "screaming chicken” was next awarded to
James Jones on Day #10 when his oil pressure switch
failed on his TR6, and his oil pressure dropped with the
significant loss of oil.

James Jones lost oil pressure on his TR6 due
to a faulty oil pressure switch.

The "screaming chicken" finds a new ride.

Considering James has only owned his TR6 for less than
a year and has never been road tested on one of our
trying FOG tours, his car overall performed quite well.
Randy DeRuiter fortunately located a replacement
switch in his amazing bag of extra parts. This act will
result in his being the recipient of the annual “Boy

Scout Award” for being prepared for all possibilities.
Day #11 should have been a very easy pleasant drive
from Dubuque, TA to Cedar Falls, TA only covering
approximately 100 miles!

As it furned out three "screaming chicken awards”
were presented and unfortunately the author was the
recipient of two of themll In departing our hotel
parking lot enroute to a nearby gas station, Bryan Roy
ran out of gas shortly after leaving the parking lot
providing him with his second “screaming chicken
award” of the four.

Bryan Roy records his second "screaming
chicken" award after running out of gas in
Dubuque, IA.

When pulling into the gas station in Dubuque, I was
asked if my TRé furn signals were working properly.
They were not and resulted in the need to exchange
the flasher signal relay. The “screaming chicken” didn't
even leave the gas station with Bryan Roy before it
found a new home with me.

& ‘ !

Dave Smith receives his first of three
“screaming chicken awards".
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Triumph Tour 2023 - Breakdowns

Later during the final leg into Cedar Falls, IA, I
noticed some noise and braking issues in the front of
myTR6. Once we arrived at the Alexander Racing
Enterprise facility in Cedar Falls, we put the car on a
lift and determined new pads were needed.

Fortunately, I was able to purchase a set of new pads
and Mike Hado and T swapped out the old for the new -
all was well again.

Dave Smith receives his second "screaming
chicken" award of the day.

That is except for I won my second “screaming
chicken" of the day! Based on the significance of my
breakdowns versus the two reportable issues of Bryan
Roy's, I was now in the lead for the "Overall Screaming
Chicken Award” for the tour.

Our next reportable car issue occurred on Day #13
when Bryan Roy noticed leaks around his TRé6 fuel
pump. The problem was easily resolved by simply
tightening a few loose screws and the cap bolt on the
top of the fuel pump. The “screaming chicken” once
again road with Bryan for the remainder of the day It
now appeared Bryan was a sure winner for the tour's
overall “screaming chicken award” with three
recordable issues.

Bryan Roy accepts his third
“screaming chicken" award.

of fime for other issues to pop up and they did! Two
more car issues surfaced during the drive from
Fayetteville, AR to Texarkana, TX on Day #14. While
driving south along US-71 in the Ouachita Mountain
region of western Arkansas, I discovered the column
lever for my overdrive was broken and would not
engage the overdrive. Pulling into a rest area, we pulled
the cover to the switch off and the switch fell apart
when pulled away from the steering column. Mike Hado
suggested we hard wire the overdrive so I could
continue with the benefits of overdrive for the
remainder of the drive. Once again, I regained the
company of the "screaming chicken" and was now neck-
to-neck with Bryan Roy for the most chicken awards.

Dave Smith receives his third
“screaming chicken award".
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Triumph Tour 2023 - Breakdowns

The second car issue of the day occurred
approximately 30 miles away from Texarkana. We had
pulled into a gas station for fuel and a pit stop and
when heading back out for the final sprint to
Texarkana, Hal Sharp's TR6 battery was dead. We
were able to jump start the car and determined that
the issue was not the battery, but his alternator had
failed. Ironically the same issue occurred to his TR6
last year toward the end of the Tucson, AZ tour. This
would be Hal's first “"screaming chicken award” for the
tour.

Once we arrived in Texarkana, Hal headed to a nearby
O'Reilly parts store to swap-out alternators.
Unfortunately, the replacement alternator sounded like
there was an issue with the bearings. It did charge
the battery but made a distinctive noise. Fortunately,
the rubber chicken's hearing is not so good, and he
appeared quite at home riding with Hal for the rest of
the tour. A summation of all the car issues for the
tour is compiled in Table 3 below.

Table 3
Summary of Triumph Tour 2023 - Breakdowns

Hal Sharp receives his first and only
“screaming chicken" award.
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Day Date Name/Car Location Breakdown/Issue Award
. Saturday N Lost bolt to clutch and brake master cylinder bracket resulting in . g
#6 John Reynolds/TR3A Auburn, IN ’ m
5/13/23 o emees o malfunction of the chutch :
8 Monday Bryan Roy/TR6 Murising, MI R brake lights malfunctioned o
# 511523 ryan Roy/ Munising, MI area ght rear brake lights m ctione s
Wednesday ey
#10 < l_ﬁ,; 3 ¥ James Jones/TR6 Winona, MN area Oil pressure switch failed ] F—
Bryan Roy/TR6 Dubugue, [A Ran out of gas fim e
. Thursday . . . . . P
#11 51823 Dave Smith/TR6 Dubugue, [A Turn signalflasher switch failed i B N
Dave Smith/TR6 Waterloo, IA Front brake disc pads replaced e 7] e
#13 Sf;gdl? Bryan Roy/TR6 Carrolton, MO Leaky fuel pump Sl -
Sunday Dave Smith/TR6 Along US-71, Arkansas |Overdrive colmn switch failure A --fhi s
4 5/21/23
B Hal Sharp/TR6 Texarkana, AR area Alternator failure £ --f_#; =
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Triumph Tour 2023 - End of Tour Reflections

At the conclusion of every tour, we regroup once again
for an “"End-of-Tour" celebration and presentation of
the tour awards. The "First-to-Breakdown - Wagner
Award” as mentioned above went to John Reynolds
who is familiar with receiving this award having
recorded two previous wins!

John Reynolds strikes a familiar pose holding
the Triumph Tour 2023
"“First-to-Breakdown - Wagner Award".

The "Russ Seto Memorial Award” presented to the
tour participant that provided invaluable roadside
assistance in keeping our Triumphs running. This year
as in the previous four, the award went to Mike Hado.
Mike engaged in bringing resolution to nearly all the
above-mentioned breakdowns, as well as the non-
recordable tweaks that occur in the evenings and
mornings at the hotel parking lots.

Mike Hado works on brake & clutch master
cylinder bracket on John Reynolds TR3A.

The "Overall Screaming Chicken Award" for the most
recordable breakdowns went to Dave Smith with his
three “screaming chicken" presentations.

In addition to these two major awards, there were
also several other awards presented including:

Mike Hado installing new disc pads on
Dave Smith's TR6.
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Triumph Tour 2023 - End of Tour Reflections

Mike Hado direct wiring the overdrive switch
on Dave Smith's TR6.

The "Boy Scout Award"” is given to the tour member
who was the most resourceful when a needed spare
part was required. Randy DeRuiter was this year's

recipient, largely the result of his pulling a spare oil
pressure switch to replace the failed switch in James
Jones TRé6.

e 1 m

s £
Randy DeRuiter saves the day with a
replacement oil pressure switch for
James Jones' TR6.

Over the past couple tours, we have been fortunate to
have a participant that was very diligent in providing
daily posts regarding the tour's progress either on a
personal Facebook page or on the Texas Triumph
Register Facebook page. Once again, this year we have

two recipients for the tour “Photojournalist Award".
Hal Sharp was presented the award for his continuous
updates of the four on the TTR Facebook page. The
second award was given to Tyler Smith for the series
of excellent photos and video clips uploaded to his
Facebook account.

T believe the Triumph Tour 2023 drive through the
heartland of the U.S. was overall highly successful. We
visited the most automotive venue stops of any of our
recent tours. In addition, the non-automotive stops we
included in the itinerary provided some enjoyable
divergence from the auto-related venues. As on all our
previous tours the opportunity to bring several Triumph
enthusiasts together and share the open road is a
special treat. The evening wine hours, dinners and
occasional after-dinner glass(es) of Port enhance the
experience.

Speaking of dinners, one dinner on this year's tour
standouts out as being memorable, for our evening
dinner in Greenwood, IN on Day #4, we located a
German restaurant called the Edelweiss Restaurant.
As it turned out, the Edelweiss is the monthly venue
for the local Indianapolis area MG Club, and they were
present in force on the patio where we were having our
dinner. After dinner they held their business meeting
and invited one of us to provide an overview of our club
and the tour. Hal Sharp, being our current TTR
President provided an excellent overview of the
Triumph club and briefly discussed our annual FOG
driving tours. Naturally, we had plenty opportunity to
share our praises for MGs and Triumphs!

MG's and other lesser cars at
Edelweiss Restaurant in Indianapolis, IN.
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Triumph Tour 2023 - End of Tour Reflections

i

Hal Sharp provides an overview of the Texas
Triumph Register club and the FOG tour at a
local MG club monthly meeting.

Also noteworthy, our Day #8 arrival to the hotel in
Munising, MI represented the northern-most point
travelled on our tour, hence the tour “turn-around
point". Over the past several years we have celebrated
this point in the tour with a special bottle of wine
provided by TTR and FOG member Fred Wagner
(namesake for the “First-to-Breakdown - Wagner
Award").

“Turn-around-point" celebration in
Munising, MI.

Following our customary wine toasts for the "“turn-
around point” we had the pleasure to induct three new
members into FOGhood. Bryan Roy (FOG #59), Hal
Sharp (FOG #60) and James Jones (FOG #61) having
met the stringent qualifications and eligibility for
FOGhood were each presented their official FOG
shirts.

Hal Sharp officially becomes FOG #60
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Triumph Tour 2023 - End of Tour Reflections

James Jones officially becomes FOG #61

Another FOG tour tradition is the assignment of a tour
mascot for each participant in the tour. Since our
journey this year travelled through the farmlands of
the Midwest, a variety of miniature cows and cow-like
statues were issued at the “kick-off party” prior to the
start of the drive. A group photo of the mascots is
always taken at one of our scenic stops during the tour.
This year's photo was taken from the balcony of our
Munising, MI hotel at sunset.

Sunset over tour mascots in Munising, MI.

A special treat on Day #14, at least for the author,
was a quick drive-thru of the campus of his alma mater,
the University of Arkansas. With classes out for the
semester and being on a Sunday, the campus appeared
abandoned, which allowed us the opportunity for a
great group car photo in front of Razorback Stadium.

SBONALD W REYNOLDS RAZORBACK STADIUM

Triumphs line up in front of
Razorback Stadium - Woo Pig Sooiel

Now with the 2023 tour completed the FOGs will be
looking ahead to what's next. There have been some
thoughts about a Texas tour, which is ironic since on
most of our drives, especially those heading west, we
complain about how long it takes to just get out of the
state! Another option is to head back west, which is
very tempting with the wide-open spaces and many
scenic roads to travel. But, for now, it is time to sit
back, relax a little, address the car issues that
surfaced during the drive and get through the
approaching hot Texas summer season. Perhaps by the
Fall, a clear path of which way to travel next Spring will
present itself.
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